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233. 

To the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Isrcul would have perished by the wrath of God had not Moses 
' stood before them in the gap* We are sure that, as a faithful leader y 
you also will not fail to stand forth in defence of the people committed to 
your charge y and of the faith of the church in peril; and we have been 
cusured that you have commenced an effort to repress the widening breach 
in the rule of faith at this time existing^ especicUfy among the more 
ignorant people. Let us not therefore be deemed to impute lukewarmness 
to your grace, for we solemnly declare we have no such intention ; our 
aim is only to add fuel to the flame of your zeal. We acknowledge that 
the errors of faith in question had their origin among us, and that we 
did not at first take active measures to correct them. But new we desire 
to do so, and we are ready to die, if need be, for the true faith of the 
Church, In the meantime we beg that the writings of the learned but 
erring doctor of this University, which are the source of the trouble, may 
be submitted to us for discussion and refutation, 

RsvERKNDissDfo in Christo patri et domino, domino Thome, Dei i457* 
gracia Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglie primati. 

Undedmo die mensis Novembris transmissa fiiit quedam littera 
reverendo patri, domino Thome, Archiepiscopo Cantuariensi, sub 
forma que sequitur: Reverendo in Christo patri et domino devota 
Universitas Oxonie obediendam pariter et honorem. Strenuus in 
bello miles et preclarus archipontifex, quem unxit Deus unccione 
misericordie sue, si forte suos in fiigam versos conspexerit, jamque 
hostili gladio trucidari, et si se videat vel solum evadere posse, libet 
tamen mori magis cum ' illis, sine quibus vivere pudet Proinde stat 
in prelio, fortiter propugnat, dimicat et inter cnientos gladios per 

' sifu cum eomdbed in MS. 
n. B 
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Fol. 105 a. inedias.«Oi^$hac illacque voce et ense adversarios terret ; animat suos, 
eisqui^*pereuntibus succurrit, mori paratus pro singulis, qui se in eis 
vivpni/Sentit. Religiosius exemplum ponendum erit, siquidem irato 
Do^mo periisset populus Israel propter sua scelera, si non Moyses 
«^ sfetisset, si non obviasset minanti. Denique et objiciens se pro suis 
'"•Slit, ^st dimittiSy dimitte^ sin auietn dele me de hbro tuo^ Plane dux 
y -.**•/ benignus, qui aut gentem suam salvabit secum, aut non potest nisi 
idem cum eis subire periculum. Ita vos, perbeate pater, ecclesie 
nostre spes precipua, hoc ipsum, quod estis, vestraque ne peculiaris 
Dei populus in fidem tutelamque vestram commissus aliquam, pre- 
sertim in doctrina Christi, jacturam paciatur, baud dubitamus im- 
pendere. Nam vestra interest resarcire damna fidei et scandala 
emergencia in regno Dei. Hec ob eam rem dixerimus, ut discidium, 
quod in norma fidei nostre, potissime apud indoctum vulgus, nuper 
exoriri visum est, celerius extinguere curetis ; ne improbitas, que in 
suis amputanda principiis fuit, decursu temporis et lacior et pertinacior 
fiat. Quo in negocio laborem illustrem vos feliciter inchoasse sepe- 
numero audivimus. Prosequamini opus est, et ne languori dederiti^. 
Hoc enim vos immortalitati perenni consecraturum est. Sed ne 
aliquis nobis succenseat, aut in nos ferat calumpniam, quasi negli- 
genciam in sanctitate vestra his verbis nostris inconsiderato ausu 
argueremus et damnaremus ; contestamur palam ilium nobis animum 
nunquam fuisse, sed ea mente pocius ilia dixisse, ut celestem ignem 
bone voluntatis vestre, licet ardentem plurimumque ferventem, vel 
modica face pasceremus. ' Zelus Domini exercituum fecit hoc' Jam 
ad rem accedamus oportet. Per Angliam nostram fama volat, O 
apostolice vir, crebroque sermone vulgatum est, quendam reverendum 
patrem, in litteris apprime doctum, atque in Universitate nostra sacre 
theologie professorem, novam credidisse populis doctrinam; fidem 
adinvenisse novam. Quo fit ut crudum rudeque vulgus, novarum 
rerum semper avidum, fidei sue damna ferat, sustineatque discrimina 
magna. Huic malo vestram medicinam paratam esse non ambigimus, 
sed, et unum est quod maxime angit animum nostrum, quia impro- 
borum hominum plurimi calumpnie infamieque verba in nos minus 
caute refundunt, asseverantes Universitatem nostram eos, qui jam* 
dudum, ut incerto rumore fertur, pullularunt errores, excipere, amplecd, 
fovere. £t vero non tam eorum improbitate quam nostra forsan 
ignavia id evenisse bene credimus, eo quod innocenciam nostram 
patemitati vestre ante hos dies in hoc discriminoso murmure manifestare 
postposuerimus. Eapropter vel nunc sero rumpimus moras, tacitumi- 
tatem solvimus, et fidem Christi ecclesieque doctrinam nos defensuros 
ad penas, ad sanguinem, ad mortem usque confitemur. Eciam et eo 
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nlencium nostrum uberiorem meruit veniam, quo nihil certum, ex- 
ploratum nihil apud nos in premissis opinionibus hucusque habitum 
est. Hee cause judicio nostro ora eorum clauderent, qui nos inique 
injusteque falsis suspeccionibus laceramnt Profecto cum ejus scripta 
ad nostram venerint lucem, si vera, si sana, si utilia sint, apud patro- 
cinium curamque suscipiamus decet. Si vero minus digna veritate re- 
periantur, quod absit, quantum in nobis virtus aut sciencia aut robur est, 
refellemus ad plenum, et fundamenta, quibus innituntur^, Deo operante 
cassabimus. ' Fundamentum enim ' aliud nemo potest panere^ preier id 
quod positum est, quod est Christus Jesus' Precamur insuper, optime 
pater, viscera caritatis vestre, et iterum atque iterum precamur, quatenus, 
cum gravitati vestre beneplacitum fuerit, prefata opera ad manus 
nostras veniant tandem. Quibus inspectis, necnon et in nostra scolastice 
coUuctacioTiis palestra discussis, plenam veritatis nocionem, cumulacio- 
remque fructum capiamus in £0, qui uteri virginalis dulcis admodum 
fructus est; quo vos in etemum perfrui donet ille Jesus Christus. 
Amen. Ex nostre congregacionis domo, mensis Novemdns die undecitno, 
Humilis oratrix Universitas Oxoniensis. 



234 \ 

To Prince Edward. Fol. 105 b. 

T*he wisest men have ever considered the moral and intellectual training 
of princes the great safeguard of states ; and the most illustrious princes 
have in a peculiar degree favoured t?iose places where virtue and learning 
are inculcated together. Very redely do we find in history a successful 
ruUr or general who was not also a patron of letters. Take Philipp of 
Macedon as an instance, of whom it is said that he thanked the Gods 
that his son Alexander came into the world at a time when he could 
receive the instruction of Aristotle, We too have high hopes for your 
future, and we beg that you will deign to accept the title of Defender of 
this University, and will also be in deed our protector. 

Sextodecimo die mensis Decembris deliberata fuit quedam littera et sigillata, 
transmittenda illustrissimo principi Edwardo, regis Anglie et Frande primogenito, 
sub hac fonna que seqaitur. 

Serxnissimo ac nobilissimo principi Edwardo, domini nostri, metuen- 1457. 

' The abbreviatioD in the MS. is innititur, 

' The word in the MS. is not enim, bnt appears to be aliud repeated. 

■ On the upper margin of this folio [105 b] above the following epistle [234] are 
written the following names, ' Cancellarius dominm Leonellus Wideville, Jacobus 
Babbe Rabertus Lathis,* after which a later hand adds * officiarii Anno Dom. 1483, 
et cur hie positi ? * 

B 2 
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dissimi Hcnrici regis Anglie et Francie, primogeniio, ciefensori no 
speratissimo. 

Serenissime princeps, Anglorum nionarchie digne futura spes, 
honores celeberrimos et sincere devocionis affectum. Florentissimas 
illas legimus ftiisse urbes, quas vel incliti principes felici forluna rexere, 
vcl nobiles reipubltce tutores, adversante fato, hostili ne insperato 
insuttu jacturam paterentur, humanissime protexere; quos et litteris 
et monim instilutis imbuendos, et in eisdem a primevo sue etatis 
tempore educandos fore ipsi disertissimi censufre philosophi. Nihil 
profecto incliti principis magis decet celsiludinera, seu ejus honorem 
magis ampli£cat ac feliciorem efficil, quam morum cultus et amor, 
atque siudii litterarum finna tulaque proteccio. Nam maximi ac 
celeberrimi principes, ut ex historiis aecepimus, ea loca ubcriori sunt 
prosecuti favore, in quibus sciencias virtuiibus maritatas all crescere- 
que videbant. Nam si diligenier ex ipsa anliquiiatis memoria gesta 
repetamus, inveniemus nullum unquam eximium principem seu belli 
ducem, aut raro admodum, extitisse, qui non, ad rempublicam prospere 
semper dirigendum, litterfs ac liberalibus arlibus imbutus alque omatus 
existeret. Quis clarior temporibus illis, aut cujus gloria rei miltlaris 
illustrior, quam Macedonum regis Philippi, qui regnum suum, ante 
id' icmpus obscurum et sordidum, non solum illust rave rat, sed et 
finitima quoque regna et universam Greciam ad imperium suum 
adjunxil? Eundem quoque Philippum legimus diis regradatum, quctd 
Alexandrum filium concesserant ArJstotelis temporibus Tuisse sibi 
natum ; cujus doctrinia expolitus et instruccionibus edoctus locius 
velut orbia imperio dignus existeret. Ita namque referunt Grecorum 
et Laiinorum historie, quod nobiles inter eos principes non fuere, qui 
litterarum pericia caruerunt, aut earum saltem studia curis omnibus 
fovenda minime protexere'. Ad vestram igitur, strenuissime princeps, 
inclitissimam ac nobis speratissimam nobililalem devote oratricis vestre 
Universitatis Oxonie studentes omnes et singuli unanimiter confugimua, 
dignissimam vestram exorantes clemenciam, quatinus, sub inclilissimo 
et Christianissimo rege nostro Henrico, progenitore vestro nobilissimo, 
serenissimi defensoris aut protectoris nomen pariter et rem ipsam 
gralanter acceptare dignelur. Et nos, pro inclitissimo ac felicissimo 
statu vestro semper feliciua dirigendo, contlnuis predbus Altissimum 
indesinenter deprecabimur : qui semper in prosperis floreat et vigeat 
magis ac magis in longevum. Scriplum in rwsire congrigacionis domo, 
pridie Kalendas Januarii. Humillimi oraiores vestri, Cancellariua 
Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magistrorum regcncium in eadem. 

' ad MS. ' fertexert ib. 
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Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. i^ 

Septimodecimo die Decembris, anno regni regis Henrici sexti post 
conquesium [ricesimo scxlo, deliberata et sigillata fiiit quedam acquie- 
lancia Abbati el conventui de Oseney in comitatu Oxoniensi, de viginti I 

se» solidis et ocio denariis ; in plenara solucionetn cujusdam annue | 

pensionis, per prediclos Abbatem et conventum Universitati debite, 
secundum formam communitcr usitatani. 

Acquittance of Eynsbam Abbey. 
Tkrciodkcimo die mensis Marcii, deliberala et sigillata fuil quedam i457' 
arquietancia Abbati et conventui de Eynesham, de quadraginla duobus 
solidis, in plenam solucionetn cujusdam annue pensionis, sub forma 
communi que sequitur ; Noverint universi per presentes nos, magistrum 
Thomain Chaundclere, Cancellarium Universilatis Oxoniensis, Thomam 
Wodehylle et Thomam Bemysley, procuratores Universilatis antedicte, Fol, toOi^ 
recepisse et habuisse, die conreccionis preaencium, de Abbaie et con- 
veniu de E>*ncsham in comitatu Oxoniensi, quadraginta duos solidos 
sterlingorum bone et Icgaljs monete Anglicane ; in plenam solucionem 
cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitaii per prefatos Abbatem 
el convenlum debile : De quibus quidem quadraginla duobua solidis 
fatemur nos fore soluios, diclumque Abbatem et conventum inde 
acquielamus per presentes, sigillo communi Universilatis signatas. 
Datum in nvsire tongregacionis dome, lercio dccimo die mensis Marcii, 
anno regni regis Henrici sexti Iriasimo sexto, &c. 

Testimonial letter for Master WUUam Wryiham. 
Memorandum, quod anno Domini millesimo quadnngentesimo quin- i, 
quagesimo scplinio, vicesimo lercio die mensis Marcii, deliberata el 
Ugillata ftiit una litlcra teslimonialis magislro Willelmo Wryxham, cujus 
:f6rma patet in registro registerii ' Universilatis. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
Mehorakdidi, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo i 
quinquagesirao octavo, sexlodecimo die mensis Novembris, deliberata 
et sigillata fuit una acquielancia Abbati et conventui de Eynysham, 
de viginti sex solidis, in partem solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis, 
snb forma que sequitur ; Noverint universi per presentes, nos, magi- 
Btros Thomam Chawndelere, Cancellarium Universilatis Oxoniensis, 
Mariinum Junore, Johannem Moleneux, procuratores Universilatis 
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antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis presencium, de 
Abbate et conventu de Ejniysham in comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex 
solidos sterlingorum bone et legalis monete Anglie, in partem solu- 
cionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati per prefatos 
Abbatem et conventum debite : De quibus quidem viginti sex solidis 
fatemur nos fore solutos, dictumque Abbatem et conventum inde 
acquietamus per presentes. Datum in nosire congregacionis domo^ 
sextodecimo die mensis NovembriSf anno regni regis Henrici sexii post 
canquestum iricesimo septimo. 

Another acquittance of the same. 

1458. Memorandum, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 

quinquagesimo octavo, secundo die mensis Decembris, deliberata et 
sigillata fuit una acquietancia Abbati et conventui de Eynysham, de 
sexdecem solidis, in plenam solucionem cujusdam annue pensionis, 
cujus forma sequitur : Noverint universi per presentes nos, magistros 
Thomam Chawndelere, Cancellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Mar- 
tinum Junore, Johannem Moleneux, procuratores Universitatis ante- 
dicte, recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis presencium, de Abbate 
et conventu de Eynysham in comitatu Oxoniensi, sedecim solidos 
sterlingorum bone et legalis monete Anglie, in plenam solucionem 
cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati per prefatos Abbatem 
et conventum debite : De quibus quidem sedecim solidis fatemur nos 
fore solutos, dictumque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per 
presentes sigillo communi Universitatis signatas. Datum in nostre 
congregacionis domOj secundo die mensis Decembris^ anno regni regis 
Henrici sex ti post conquestum tricesimo septimo. 

Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

1458. Memorandum, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 

quinquagesimo octavo, terciodecimo die mensis Marcii, deliberata 
et sigillata fuit una acquietancia Abbati et conventui de Oseney, de 
viginti sex solidis et octo denariis, in plenam solucionem cujusdam 
annue pensionis, cujus forma sequitur: Noverint universi per presentes, 
nos, magistros Thomam Chawndelere, Cancellarium Universitatis 
Oxonie, Martinum Junore, Johannem Moleneux, procuratores Uni- 
versitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis presencium, 
de Abbate et conventu de Oseney in comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex 
solidos et octo denarios sterlingorum bone et legalis monete Anglie ; 
in plenam solucionem cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati 
per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite : De quibus quidem viginti 
sex solidis et octo denariis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem 
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et conventum inde acquieiamus per presentes sigillo conimuni Uni- 
versitalis signaias. Datum in nosire ctrngrcgacionis domo, iercio decimo 
die mentis Marcii, anno rtqni r^ii Henrici sixti post congueitum 
trtcaimo seplimo. 

■ Indenture of Agreement between the University and f 

■ the City of Oxford. 

This endenlure, made |3" xsi^iii day of \fi moneth of feverere, the 
yere of ihe regne of Kyng Ilenre ihe vi** xxxviii ', beiwene master 
T. Schawndlere, doctor of dyvynyle and Chawnselere of the Universyte 
of Oxenfordc and the scolars of the same Unyversyte, on the oon 
parlye, and robert at Wodde, meyre of t!ie towne of Oxforde and 
Ihe burgeses and coraencrs of the same lowne on the oy parly, 
w}-incs)'tb, — Were as diverse disssencyons and contraversyes, debatya 
have be laile hadd and meved be twene |)e seyd Chawnselere and 
scolars and \fi-' predecessors on [je on party, and )je sayd meyre 
burgeses and cominalte and there predecessors on f)^ 6^ party; 
espccyaly of and in iii poynts ' folowyng ;^ffwrsl, for )je deroenyng 
and delyverance of all maner of scoiars of f>e sayd Universyte, tlieir 
servant^ and all o)>*r persones havyng Jj" privilege of Jj* same Uni- 
versyte, beyng aresiyd and impresonyd yn J>« sayde towne under \^ 
kepyng of ^ meyre and ballyfys ]}«of or eny of theme, for eny felony 
or (reason, yn ))" common preson of \fi same towne, claymyd by 
a privjiege grawnted to J^ sayd Universyte by Kyng Henre the iiiii**; 
— The secunde, for \fi privyleges thay, y sayd Chawnselere, scolars, 
tbetre servant^ and o\>^ havyng Jj* privelege of [)« sayd Universyte, 
daym to have yn eny plee or accyon mewydd or cakyn bytweyn ' or 
ageync [enyj * of theyme yn (i^ kyngs cowrtl holdc yn \fi gylde halle 
of Ji" sayd lowne be fore |)0 meyre and ballywys or eny of them ; — 
The iii''", for ^ correccyon and pwnyschmenlt of eney assauite, affray, 
or' wepyn draw agen y> kynges pesse wtyn ^ sayd Universyte by 
eny persone of fr* sayd towne, or eny oy beyng of y sayd Universyte 
nott havyng ^ privylegc {leroffe ; that, by ^ comaundment, assentt, 
and aggremenil of Ji* mosi crystyn prince, oure sayde soverene lorde, 
\fi sayd parlyes be a cordydde of and upyn J)« premyssys, yn \^ maner 
and forme ])' folowih — Fwrst, as lo \fi poynte and artekylle by fore 
fyrsl rehersyd, it ys a cordyd and a agreyd, }>' ^t' sayd meyre, baylyfs, 
burgeses and cominalte of J* sayd towne schall sofere fro hens 
forward, as far' as they kane or may, y Chawnsler, y scolars, and 

■ Thii should be Kunt, as appean frnni the origiiial, slill existing. ■ ft»yt$ 
MS. ' hy tiveym ib. ' my omilled in MS. ' affray or le kepe or jBifyn, 

ftc., MS., where It tufii i*, hawevei, nuiked as reduaduiL. * for M^. 
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all oy under the privelege of J>® same Universyte, pesably to enyoye 
to use Jj® privyleges of wyche abowe is made mensyone ; so J)* sayd 
meyre, ballywys and burgeses, or syche delyverance by them be do 
made, have a sufficientt and a lawful discharge for \fi same prisoner, 
yf J>® same prisoner be claymyd by J>® seyd Chawnslere or hys styward 
for J>e tyme beyng w*yn iiii wyks next after hys takyng and ym- 
presonyng yn J)« comon preson of J>« towne, so J)* J>® seyd Chawnslere, 
his styward, and ej>«f of 1>«™ do here trw partte and eflfectuell dylygence 
w*owt fraude, ]?* J>® sayd prisoner be deljrveryd, acquit or atteynt of 
swch treason and felony for \fi wych he was a restyd and so im- 
prisonyd, w*yn xii wyks next after \fi deliverance of J>« sayd persone 
to J>® sayd Chawnsellere or hjrs styward so mad ; — Provydede alwey, 
J)* Jj® godys and catellx of any swch prisoner so a restyd be a restydd 
and put in swre and save garde by the Chawnslere and meyre for J)® 
tyme beyng, unto )>« tyme J)* ]?« sayd prisoner so a restyd be acquit or 
atteynt of )>« sayd felony or treason, or of any o\^ before J>® same 
styward at )?* tyme attaynyd ; to ]?« entent J)*, at swche tyme )?* eny 
swch prisoner be atteyntt, )?* }}®" }>® seyd godys and catelx be delyveryd 
to )?© same sayd meyre or baylyfs for )>« tyme beyng, as J>yng 
perteynyng to the fee-ferme * of \fi sayd towne. And al so, as to 1>® 
secunde poynte and article of travers bytwene )>« seyde partyys, it is 
a cordyde by \fi sayd partyys [J)*] fro hensforwarde J>t J)«», and no 
no)jer^ enjouye \fi privyleges of Jj® Universyte; J)* is to say, the 
Chawnslere, al doctors, mastres, and oy^ graduatis, al studient*^, al 
scolars, and al clerkis dwellyng wythin the precinct of J>® Universyte, 
of wath condicyon, ordere or degre so evere they be, every daylly 
continuell servant to eny of heme byfore rehersyde belongyng, J>® 
styward of )>« Universyte and feed' mene of J>® same Universyte, 
wyth )?ere menyall men, also al bedyllys, w* there dailly servant-^ and 
theire howsholdes, al stacioners, al bokbynders, lymnors, wryters, 
pergemeners, harbours, \fi belryngere of 1>® Universyte, w* al there 
howsholdes, al catowrs, manciplis, spencers, cokes, lawenders, powre 
schildryne of scolars or clerkys wythin \fi precincte of J>® sayd Uni- 
FoL 107 a. versyte, also al 6}p^ servant*^ takyng clothyng or hyre by )>o yere halfe 
here or quarter of \fi yere, takyng at lest for }>« here vi. s, viii. </., for \fi 
halfe here iilr. iiii</., and }>® quarter xx^d,, of eny doctowre, master, 
graduatt, scolare, clere w^owt frawde or malengyne; also, al comyn 
caryars, bryngers of scolers to J>« Universyte, or )>er money, letter, or 
eny especyall message to eny scolare or clerke, or ' fechere of eny 
scolere or clerke fro J>« Universyte, for }>® tyme of swch fechyng or 

* frefemu MS. * Should htfrtd (i. e. freed-) men ; it is so in copy in the 

chancellor*8 book designated as A. ' of\li^. 
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bryngyng or abydyng yn \f> Universyte for J>' entente : Provyded 
alwcy, ))* yfe eny clerke or scolare, havyng a wyfe and howsholde 
wylhin J^ precinct of ^ Universyte, or eny scolers servant, selle eny 
opyn merchentyse by wey of mere bandy syng, |)t, as towchyng swch 
merchawnedysyng, they be taltyable w* \fl bwrgeses of y sayd towne. 
Also, it is a corded, f yf eny scolars servant by lyvere or byre undere 
fourme abovesayde, noit dwellyng jn howsbold w' Jj^ same scoler, be 
a restede by ]fi meyre or baylyffs, or eny offecers of hers, If eny 
inhibicion be send fro (i* Chawnselere or his comesary to J)^ meyre or 
ball}'fs for J>e sayd persons so aresiede, that Ji* offecer of \fi Universyte 
)>t execwiyth Ji= sayde inhibicion, wt an offecer of \i'> sayd meyre or 
bailliffs, bryng w'owt delay \^ same person so a reslyd to f* seyd 
Chawnselere or his comesary, and Jj^™ by straytt examination, aftre J)* 
diacrecion of \fi seyd Chawnselere or his comesary, by a noth to be 
prewyd whe)j*f he ought to enjoye )fi priwilege of" the Univers)'te or 
nott; and, yf hit be prewyd jj' he be nott of ))" sayd priwilege, };* ))*° 
he be remyttyd by y sayd offecers to )>" meyre or baiUyfs so for hym 
inhibite ; — And, as to (J^ w,^ poynte and article of contraversie 
bytwcne sayde partyys, It la a greed and a cordyd, )>' yi \fi pese be 
brokyne by twene eny to persones, of wyche ii on ys of ))« priwilege 
of y Universyte, |)' y correction and pwnyschment Jj^'of only perteyne 
to y Chawnslere, a cordyng to y statute of ^ Universyte ; and, yf J)0 
pcse happe to be brok by twene to laymen of y lowne of Oxenforde 
or y suburbes of y same, or ellys by twene eny forens, or eny 
foreync and a layman of ^ towne, that {jen, yf y meyre, aldermen 
Baylyffc, or eny of here offecers, fyrst a reste swch brekers of Jj* pese, 
(>' \fi correccion and pwnyschment of y sayd trespasse perteyne 
holly to \fi seyd meyre and baylyfe : and, if swch brekers of y pese 
be first areat by ]fi Chawnslere, procutors, or eny of here offecers, J)* 
)j™ correction and pwnyschmentt perteyne only to [he Chawnslere; 
acordyng to Jj" statute of y Universyte. Prowided alwey, )>' yf nojio' 
party be of priwylege of y sayd Universyte, ne no swch person as is 
byfore rchersid f)' shuld have }^ priwylege of y seyde Universyte, })t 
then y sute for the party grewyd or wronged be sued and determined 
before y meyre or baylyffe of }>* same sayd lowne. In wytnes of al 
wych J)ynga, as wel f sealle of offeyse of y seyde Chawnslere, as y 
seal of y Universyte^ aforsayde, to Jj' o parte of thys presentt 
yndcnture, remaynyng toward J)* seyd meyre and cominalte, ben 
sett; And to )><■ o^^ parte of fj" same yndenture as well the sealle of 
offyce of mayralte, as y seall of j)" comonalte off y seyd towne 
of Oxenford, remaynyng toward y seyd Chawnselere and Universyte, 
ben pui. Yeven y day and yere abovesayde. 
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FoL 107 b. Acquittance of E3msha]n Abbey. 

1458- QuiNTO die mensis Marcii sigillata erat quedam acquietancia, 

cujus tenor est talis ; Noverint oniversi per presentes, nos, magistros 
Thomam Chawndelere, Cancellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Mar- 
tinum Junor, Johannem Moleneux, procuratores Universitatis ante- 
dicte, recepisse et habuisse, die confecdonis presencium, de Abbate 
et conventu de Eynysham in comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos 
sterlingorum bone et legalis monete Anglie, in plenam solucionem. 
cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati per prefatos Abbatem 
et conventum debite: De quibus quidem viginti sex solidis fatemur 
nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus 
per presentes sigillo communi Universitatis signatas. Datum in nostre 
congregacionis domo, quinio die mensis Marcii^ anno regni regis Henrici 
sexti posi conquesium iricesimo sepHmo, 

235. 
To the Pope [Pius U]. 

Your letter was received by us with humble devotion ; and we lift our 
hands toward heaven in thanksgiving for your election^ by which the 
bocU of S, Peter receives a pilot at once learned and active^ charitable^ and 
zealous for the universal Church, God has appointed a faithful and 
wise servant to be ruler over his household, and we regard your name as 
a presage of your future exertions , whereby the Christian hosts shall be 
enabled to resist the fire and sword and fury of the Saracens, and the 
internal divisions of the Church shall be healed. Indeed, everything you 
do betokens your piety, and we heartily pray that God will give you his 
grace and so direct your steps that his Name may be glorified, the faithful 
multiplied, the Church pacified ; and for our parts we will ever do our 
utmost to obey your commands and maintain the authority of the holy see, 

1459. Beatissime in Christo pater, devota pedum oscula beatorum: £t 

quanquam ' apostolicas quidem litteras vestre reverendissime sancti- 
tatis, O sanctissime pater, octavo kalendas Aprilis nostra humillima 
devocione recepimus cum affectu, nos omni tempore benedicere Deum 
sacris doceamur historiis, eo tamen profusius ora laxemus in Ejus 
gloriam decet, quo jamjam graciori respectu in vestra perfelici elec- 
cione ecclesiam suam intueri dignatus est. Letamur sane in Deo, ac 
utrasque palmas ad sidera tendentes £i gracias damns etemas, quod 

' The words et qnanqiiain are misplaced in the MS. ; they should follow the 
word aifectu two lines below. 
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earn vinim divina dignacio ad regendam illam Petri naviculam, inque 
summum tocius ecclesie pondficem assumpserit, qui omnium bonarum 
litterarum sit eniditus; qui sit in agendis industrius, qui denique ea 
fidei et caritatis flamma succensus est, qua ad discrimina, imo ad 
mortes, animam paratam habeat ; qua ita vivat ut bonum eis in com- 
mune proficiat, et universis Christianis utiliora provideat De vestra 
itaque beatitudine, sanctissime pater, plurimum Christiani confidimt; 
felicemque futuram putant ecclesiam tali tantoque pontifice. Ad 
vestrum nempe apostolatum sese erigunt; lacrimis luctuque detersis 
plene arbitrantur vestra fidelitate vestraque pnidencia Hberam fore 
matrem Jerusalem. Vere fidelis servus et prudens quem constituit 
Dominus super familiam suam. Quo fit ut divino quodam presagio 
videamini traxisse a pietate vocabulum: Ut enim ea tantum referamus, 
que ubique fama divulgat, pietas vestra exprimitur in medionim 
congruencium excQgitacione, quibus Christianorum armata militia 
ferro, incendiis, furorique turbido Saracenonim gentis occurrere 
posset, ne rempublicam ecclesie vel ad plenum inficiant. Pietas 
vestra claret eximia, quod noctes diesque elaboret ut dirimantur 
sdsmata, conatusque hereticorum nefarii reprimantur, imo prorsus 
extirpentur. Totum, pater beatissime, fama quidem id referente, est 
pietas, quidquid vos dicitis, quidquid cogitatis, quidquid agitis ; utpote 
▼ir totus ex pietate plasmatus. Que cum ita sint, ne dubitare quidem 
poterimus, sanctissime pater, vestram sanctissimam pietatem ac piis- 
Bimam sanctitatem solHdte ac diligenter cursum ire ardereque ita^ 
quo iiigiant' infideles, et nos Christiani jocunde letemur in Christo 
Jesu, Domino nostro. Quamobrem nos vero solemnes preces privatas^ 
que Deo nostro effundemus, ut grada sua vobis assistat, ac Idem 
dirigat ' gressus vestros sanctissimos ad ecdesie sue sancte gloriam et 
honorem, angmentum fidei, extirpacionem beresium, pacem et quietem 
populi ChristianL £t * denique eandem ecclesiam sanctam suam satis 
feliciter regere valeatis : ipsam qooque fidem catholicam, prout vestra 
sanctitas mandat, et apostolice sedis auctoritatem honorem ac liber- 
tatem ecclesiasticam fovere promittimus; ceterosque fiddes pro viribos 
ad similia indtari procurabimus. £t Deus omnipotens, nostris predbus 
exoratus, apostolatum vestrum, beatissime pater, per multa dierom 
annoramque curricula servet incolumem ; ut attrita jam diu respiret et 
exultet Christiana religio, scandalaqae de regno Dd tollantur, atque 
palleant, tremant, penitusque conticescant, jam vere* pio pontifice 
rem moderante CatholicanL, hostes ecdesie. Amen. Scriptum in 
UnwertUaie Oxamensi, septimo KaUndas Aprilis^ Sfc. 

* A word appean to be omitted in a blank space here. ' fugeant MS. 

> dirigai ac item ib. * a/^m cT ib. * vera ib. 
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236. 
a. To the King*. 

May your days be long and happy, and your honour great I Your 
rt^al progenitors, from Alfred downwardi, were of one heart and mind, 
all laiourittg in their turn for the glory of God and of the Blessed 
Virgin, and for the advancement of the Church. They, of their piety, 

founded this University and rejoiced in the granting of our privileges. 
Especially did Edward III, of blessed memory, help us by curtailing the 
privileges of the town and adding to those of the University, and thus 
checking the murders, fires, robberies, and other innumerable mil deeds 
recorded in the annals of those times. But thus to speak of the past 
seems like ingratitude for the present, while we have in you a king, 
superior to all who have preceded you, by your fervent zeal for virtue 
and learning, the glory of God and increase of the faith ; manifested 

from your earliest years both by your personal character and charitable 
work ; and especially in respect of the two colleges, .... 

Quid unum e mullis, Crislianissime princeps, celsitudini vestre fan 
primo incipiemus, nisi celeberrimos honores fonunamque fore arriden- 
tissimam el Telices dies usque in etcrnum ? Dc tllusirissimo olim rege 
Alurcdo reliquisque progeni tori bus vestris serenissimis, licet e vim hac 
miserabili ad sanctorum edes excesserint sempitemas, loqui com- 
pellimur tacereque non possumus. Adeo nempe el tam ardens eorum 
carilas extiterat, et tam integra diligencia ad reipublice ecclesiastice 
statura conservandum : qui scilicet, tanquara Sancti Spiritus gracia 
successive illuminaii, quod unus feceral alter refecit, quod primus 
voluit voluit quoque' secundus; deincepsque sic ordinati unanimes 
omnes ad laudem Dei glorioseque Virginis Marie ac omnium sanc- 
torum, el fidei catholice incrementum, O devotissime princeps, 
vesiram Un i vers! tale m Oxoniensem pie condiderant cum affeciu. 
Equidem neque ' precelsius opus neque retribucionis et meriti apud 
Aliissimum grandius, quicquamve gloriosius quam predictum polerat 
apud eos excogilari ; merito proinde in staturis in privilegiis con- 
cedendis, quis eorum alterum precelleret, divinitua inter se gavisi sunt. 
Gavisus esl et ille olim recolende memorie preclarissimus Edwardus 
tercius, progenitor vester, diminuere privilegia laicorum, et graciosam 
indulsissc libertatum ampliacionem Universilati vestre, ob infesta- 
cionem eorumdem in clenim vestrum. Quid tamen homicidiis, quid 
incendiis, quid depredacionibus, quid aUis quasi inenumerabilibus 
maleficiis, quid feroci arrogancia et presumpcione, que tunc habuerunt 
■ No address in MS. ' ;h« MS, ' it que ib. 
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contra clerum vestrum, veluti a nostris cronographis dolenter satis est 
id enarratum. Gavisi sunt itidemque post hec verisimiliter, metuen- 
dissime rex, alii predecessores vestri preclarissimi, unusquisque 
gradatim, sicut graciosius meliusque apud eos visum est, ad etemam 
eonim remuneracionem, que est vivere preter finem, veluti speramus 
indubitanter. Sed, O ingrata memoria nostra I cur Cristianissimum 
regem nostrum superstitem, hominem diviniorem longeque imparem 
omnibus iis pretermittimus ? Nonne zelum ejus ferventissimum, turn 
in augmentanda virtute, tum in scolastico studio ampliando, ad 
honorem Dei et incrementum fidei recordamur ? Recordari profecto 
et rei exitus et res ipsa nos compellunt. Ab ea quidem repenti 
adolescencia ad hos dies Felices vestros, sane meminimus extitisse vos 
in virtute prestanciorem, in moribus eleganciorem, in fide, spe et 
caritate stabiliorem, contra inimicos Dei persecutorem ; denique et 
cum ecclesia Christi manum promptissimam, ad nostram pene in- 
enarrabilem consolacionem tociusque cleri regni vestri. Accedat 
testis noster,il]ud deificum opus vestrum duorum collegiorum; accedat 
probacio nostra, ipsa inextincta caritas vestra, expansa per totum 
regnum vestrum, propter amorem Dei. Ac nos ipsi, humanissime 
miles, id ipsum explorantes ad satis, devotissime sic predicabimus in 
etemum. £n enim placuit non longe a nunc celsitudini vestre ^ . . . 

237- 

To the King'. Fol. 108 b. 

No wards of ours^ nor even the eloquence of Cicero^ could sufficiently 
set forth the praises your divine labours deserve ; divine we justly call 
theniyfor we know that all your actions and thoughts are for the glory of 
God and the interests of the Church. Well may your people celehrate 
your praise I and Oxford^ aboroe all, which has h^ond other places 
reason for gratitude, should be the first to pray for your honour and 
immortality. On the receipt of your letter, complaining of the conduct of 
our two bedels, W, Kelbeck and R, Wryte, we were filled with fear and 
grief We have removed both from their office, cast them into prison, 
and proceeded to elect others in their room, 

Uti decet non mediocriter tantam celsitudinem, Cristianissime regum i459* 
et miles Cristi potentissime, celeberrimos S^c. (ut supra in littera prece- 
denti) inexpugnabiles dies felicesque in etemum devote volumus cum 

' The MS. bretki off here abruptly, and below on the maigin is written, * Copia 
fmt perdHa in dome congregancnis, et ideo ncn scripHplus.^ ' No address 

in MS. 
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afiectu. Plus laudis et honorificencie vestre serenitati velle nos, quam 
aut olim facundus ille Cicero eloqui valuit, aut in nostro habemus 
inenidito genere dicendi, ad explicandum requinint satis divina opera 
vestra. Divina, inquimus, et felicia, quum supra humanum modum 
quidquid egeritis ipsum factum est; quidquid memineritis, quod ad 
majorem honoris augmentacionem fidei et ecclesie Dei cedere queat, 
ipsum ferventi zelo protinus agi non desinitis. Prorsus equidem 
intelligimus totaliter clarescere animum vestrum in contemplacione 
Dei, ad tutelam ecclesie sue et cleri sui. Ob bee enim non immerito 
eternas laudes regi suo psallere queat omnis populus regni vestri. £t 
ne ingrate obmutescas, Tu prima, Oxonia, veluti ceteris longe imparem 
dicendi causam babes, perennes dignitates et celsitudines regi tuo 
instaurari. Die et appete eum, salva celestium pace, gloriosum et 
immortalem vivere in terris. Die, * Domine in vtrtiUe tua letabitur reXy 
et super saluiare iuum exultahit vehementer! * Dabts eum in benedic- 
cionem in secuium seculiy letificabis eum in gaudio cum vuliu iuo, quoniam 
sperai in Te, et in misericordia tua non cammovebiturj Sextodecimo 
kalendas Februarii, metuendissime princeps, perlectis vestre celsi- 
tudinis litteris, cum omnique reverencia intellectis; devocio, quam 
penes vestram semper gerimus serenitatem, timore nostros percussit 
animos, et in luctuosa deduxit suspiria ; precipue quod in Universitate 
vestra ipsi duo bedelli, Willelmus Kelbek et Robertus Wryte, contra 
celsam majestatem vestram notati forent delinquentes quomodolibet. 
In singulis tamen mandatis vestris regiis obedientes, ea perimplevimus 
posse nostro : cum ipsorum utrumque ab officio bedillatus amovendo \ 
tum eosdem in tuta reponendo custodia, processimus quam cicius 
poterimus ad successorum suorum eleccionem, juxta statutorum nos- 
trorum continenciam pro temporibus et locis oportunis. Inter cetera 
humillime obsecrantes, quatinus ob salutem ordinis nostri, (qui semper 
esse cupimus vestre majestatis fidelissimi in Christo servi,) ne, si, quod 
absit, ipsorum demerita, ex hac nobis injuncta eorum captura, sup- 
plicium sanguinis exposcerent, notam irregularitatis non effugeremus ; 
eosdem ab hoc ergastulo liberos abire graciosissime decematis. Quo 
facto Deo et vobis obsequiosissimi erimus per eternum. Scriptum 
Oxonie quartodecimo Kalendas Februarii, in nostra congregacionis 
domo, ^c. 

Letter testimonial for Ufaster William Wagge. 

I459. Uniyersis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 

pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 

* ammovendo MS. 
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magistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. Inter 
cetera himianitatis officia, justicie procul dubio consentaneum et nobis, 
qui sciencie et virtutis studia profitemur, peculiari quodam modo 
debitum est, viros monim gravitate et sciencia preditos digne laudis 
testimonio juvare. Enimvero, dum studiosis et eniditis hominibus 
laus digna tribuitur, ceteri ad capessendam virtutis ac sciencie viam 
concitacius ardenciusque hortantur. Hec et hujusmodi ante oculos 
nostre consideracionis statuentes, per has litteras attestamur, quod 
predilectus nobis in Christo confrater, magister Willelmus Wagge, 
nostre Universitatis predicte arcium magister, vir quidem conver- 
sacionis venustate conspicuus, ingenio agilis, atque in dicta facultate 
mature eruditus, adeo studiose una cum morum gravitate vitam nobis- 
cum transegit, cunctis bene beateque vivendi spectaculum exhibendo, 
quod in eadem facultate apud nos ad magistratus apicem honorifice 
provehi meritus fuit. Exinde vero regenciam, et quecunque ad tanti 
gradus solennitatem attinebant, laudabiliter perimplevit. Postremo, ad 
sacratiora studia translatus, in ecclesie edificacionem operas adhibuit 
diligenciores. Ut igitur hujus testificacionis gracia omnium, quorum 
penes se interest, uberiorem consequatur favorem, has litteras com- 
muni dicte Universitatis sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum Oxanie in 
nostre congregacionis domo^ nanodecimo die mensis Februarii, 

Testimoiiial letter for Master John Bayly. FoL 109 a. 

VicssiMO die Februarii, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 1459. 
quinquagesimo nono, deliberata et sigillata fuit una littera testi- 
monialis, pro magistro Johanne Bayly, arcium magistro, et sacre 
theologie bacallario, cujus forma patet in littera precedenti, cum ista 
clausula superaddita * quem^ ut prefertur^ bene meritum in sacra theo- 
iogia, gradu hacallariaius Universiias decoravit! 



Testimonial letter for Master Hugh fEraunce. 

Quarto die mensis Marcii, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 1459. 
quinquagesimo nono, deliberata et sigillata fuit una littera testimo- 
nialis pro magistro Hugone ffraunce, sub forma communi. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

QuARto decimo die mensis Marcii, sigillata erat una acquietancia 1459. 
Abbati et conventui de Eynjrsham, de viginti sex solidis, in partem 
solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis, cujus tenor patet supra. 
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Another acquittance of the same Abbey. 

1459. Item, eodem die, alia acqaietanda sigillata erat, eisdem Abbati et 
conventui, de sedecim solidis, in plenam solucionem cujusdam amme 
pensionis, cujus tenor patet supra. 

Another acquittance of the same Abbey. 

1459- NoNODECiMO die Marcii, sigillata erat una acquietancia Abbati et 
conventui de Eynesham, de viginti sex solidis, in partem soludonis 
cujusdam annue pensionis, cujus tenor patet supra. 

Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

1459* Item, eodem die, sigillata erat una acquietancia Abbati et conventui 
de Oseneya, de viginti sex solidis et octo denariis, in plenam solucionem 
cujusdam annue [pensionis] ^ cujus tenor patet supra. 

Commendatory letter for Master Wm. G3rfford. 

1460. Ultimo die mensis Marcii, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 
sexagesimo, deliberata fuit et sigillata littera commendatoria pro 
magistro Willelmo Gyfford, sub forma communi ; et cum hac special! 
clausula superaddita, ^ceterum in ipso sepimnio^ in quo nobiscum in 
dicta facultaU rexerai^ ulira consuetos magisirorum labores, cunctis 
audire volentibus, publice in philosophicis Uccionibus indies subtiitssinuu 
erudiciones adhibuit, 

238. 
Fol. 109 b. To the King. 

We know not haw to find terms to express our thankfulness for thi 
encouragement you have given to the contemplation of divine mysteries ^ so 
long neglected but of late revived among us. This we attribute to the 
favour of heaven^ so manifestly shown by your preservation in many 
perils^ that we cannot but ascribe it to a special providence. Surely there 
is no people, except fews, but must confess that we have a most truly 
Christian King : for him we ever pray ' Domine, salvum fac regem.* 
In reply to your last letter to us, permit us to say that the statements of 
the mendicant orders, as to their poverty and our love of money, are not 
true. We have never demanded ten pounds or even one, for granting 
them degrees. On the contrary, whatever they have paid^ beyond the 
statutable fees, they have paid of their own free will, and of their own 

' Omitted in MS. 
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suggestion, in order to be excused^ for a money payment, the incon- 
venience to them of long residence. Any farther fees to officials, if paid, 
have been paid from ostentation. Lastly, it is not true thai d^rees can 
he had on easier terms cU Cambridge, 

QuAM feliciter aut qua celesti virtute nostram agilem vitam ad 1460. 
medium sic retorquemus ^ quo vestre celsitudini, illustrissime princeps, 
quicquam eloqui ausi erimusi precipueque cum divinanim rerum 
sancta contemplacio, ubique pene sopita jacens, in vobis totaliter 
reviviscat. Si nempe vel antiquas cronographorum tradiciones, vel 
nostri temporis felici quodam ocio, more bonorum philosophorum, res 
gestas in lucem veritatis explicemus, nostrum regem metuendissimum 
maximos a superis habuisse favores esse compertum non ambigitur. 
Tocies itaque desuper ei auxiliatum est, quocies nomen divinum invo- 
caverit. Ceterum etsi nostra aliquocies culpa in humanis ceciderit 
periculis, gloriosissime Deus, hucusque eum non deseruistil Tot 
tantaque fata, et gracia Tui et sua virtute quidem, putatur evasisse, 
quod eum Tecum habeas in indissolubili amoris federe pro inper- 
petuo. £t quidem, si res hec apud ingeniosissimos viros debeat racio- 
cinari introrsum, quin ita senciant non hesitamus. Ac preter has 
hominum raciones, que sepissime fallibiles simt, ea spei firmitate ipsi 
nos stabilimur, qua id idem recte credamus indubitanter. Quid aliud in 
re hac, invictissime Cristi miles, cetere naciones intelligant ? Profecto, 
nisi Judaicarum ' condicionum sint, Cristianissimum principem nobis- 
cum dicent regem nostrum; cujus siquidem non minor virtus, non 
minor devocio quam ea, que sola sufficiat, Deum ex justicia vindicem 
misericordem fore, quam ea que sola sufficiat, positam in adversis 
unam salvam facere patriam totam. Qua in re hoc sacrum sequens 
carmen subinstituemus indesinenter, ' Domine salvum fac regem, 
Henricum nostrum^ 6fc, Modo, serenissime hominum, vobis, pre- 
camur, libeat quod' vestris nuperrimis litteris responsa demus, uti 
nos decet, quam humillime. Cum enim sacri illi quatuor ordines 
virorum mendicancium nostram, ut aiunt, aviditatem suamque pauper- 
tatem vestre majestati notas fecerint ; alias quippe, si tante celsitudini 
sic loqui liceat, adducunt suggestiones quam res se habet ex parte. 
Nunquam sane vel decern, vel unum ab eis expetimus aureum, pro 
gradibus suis. Imo, quidquid solverint, preter debita ex statutis, hoc 
sua sponte se solvere offerunt, non coacti. Nam ollm, et ab anti- 
quissimis temporibus, majoribus eorum quam libenter visum est sic 
solvisse, vel equivalenter ; propter dicendas causas a nobis subse- 

* retorquimus MS. • Judeicarum ib. ' Thif seemi to be 

quo or quae in the MS. 

II. C 
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quentes. Viderunt itaque procedendi modos secularium non eis 
placabiles, turn propter temporis longevitatem, turn propter quam 
maximos labores scolasticos, obque inde sequentes necessario sumptus, 
eis quasi importabiles ; ideoque gratis offenint, quo suo beneplacito 
hujusmodi gradus nanciscantur, vestre Universitati decern libras : que 
quidem summa, si ut determinaturi ^ primo, dehinc ut arcium bacallarii, 
demum et tercio ut septem liberalium scienciarum magistri, onera 
cum honoribus secundum exigenciam statutorum et nostras laudabiles 
consuetudines supportarent, minima aut nulla nostro judicio esti- 
marentur. Ac quantum vero ad eas quinque libras, quas sese expo- 
nere dicunt quidem' officiariis, precipueque tantum pro quadam 
magistris regentibus distributoria, ut inquiunt, liberata; nostra fide, 
si quidam id fecerint, magis ut liberales et magnifici videantur, hoc 
faciunt, quam aliquo privilegio vel statuto compulsi. Et tercio, cum 
minoribus sumptibus in Universitate vestra Cantabrigie se dicant ad 
tam insignem doctoratus gradum evasuros; certe et quinque eidem 
Universitati quam sepe et sex solvunt marcas, ac ejus regentes splen- 
dide convivant : que ambo simul vel decem equivalent libras, si recte 
computentur, vel excellunt. Quas' ob res non vestram pretereat 
celsitudinem, regum illustrissime, qui privilegiis, libertatibus, statutis, 
nostrisque juramentis semper salvis tot vestra regia contemplacione 
nobiscum . . / favores quot melius excogitare poterimus pro eisdenu 
Et in eternum vivat rex noster. Amen. Ab Oxonia, 

239'- 

The elegance of your laiiniiy, the uprightness of your character^ your 
singular eloquence ^ and^ above all^ your recent munificence to us make it 
difficult for us to write in reply. You seem to have enjoyed the society 
and conversation of the immortals ; and the fame of your acquirements ^ 
andy with it^ of our ozvn, have become known to the Italians ^ the masters 
of eloquence. Nothing is more desired by us than that those who are 
distinguished for military successes should also be lovers of learning. 
And no reward hereafter can be too great for one who^ like the late Duke 

^ The MS. has dra^*, probably abbrev. for determinaturi. * quid MS. 

' The remainder seems hopelessly imperfect, but there is no lacuna or erasure in 
the MS. beyond those indicated above. * A word illegible here. * There is 
no address to this letter, whether intentionally or not ; and it must be supposed to 
be one of the most carelessly transcribed in this collection, though the handwriting 
is large and distinct. The object of the flattery appears to be to obtain the 
patronage of J. Tiptoft, Earl of Worcester, to whom — as is suggested on the 
margin by a former Keeper of the Archives [W. Smith] — it was probably 
addressed. 
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of Gloucester^ favours our work and defends our interests^ nor can we 
think of any one more able than yourself to succeed to his place in our 
hearts. 

Cum dudum, illustrissime comes, tuanim elegantissimanim episto- x46o« 
lanim sedule explicacioni operose satis dediti essemus, tuo felici ocio 
et salvo nomini amplissimas itidem attulimus fortunas: a Deo sci- 
licet ^ Nempe et'ea, que Plutarchi excelsior est probitas, et ea 
singularis eloquencia, denique et ilia, que divinior virtus est, tua in 
nos nuperrima largitas, in ea admiracione habita sunt* quod hee 
nostra littere, unde nacte essent exordium, integram adjicere operam 
non p9tuimus. Clara mente arbitramur te siquidem' cum superis, 
vel prope eos, olimpicas exhibuisse disceptaciones, quas eo animo 
amplecteris, quod magnas secum mereris familiaritates, aut eorum 
alter perpetuus collega efifectus sis ^. Non sane unquam a tuis cre- 
pundiis alium te meminimus nisi illustrem satis, et quasi divino more 
in iis, in aliis quidem ^ humanis vitam transegisse singularem ; verum 
et si nostrapte propius tuam Pataviam accesserimus, rem banc ita 
digessimus, quod non solum apud Italos, quos omnis eloquencie 
principes ais, virtutis tue fama percrebuit, imo nostra per te et tua 
insimul gloria processenmt. Que res profecto taliter et tantum nos 
impulit, quod si qua ex studiis memoratu digna in lucem prodirent, 
ea tue glorie et dignitati putaremus referenda. Quod, tametsi precipue 
id nostre sorti modo obtigerit, aliunde regiis negociis prepediti, alias 
jocundissime agemus sine susurro, presertimque cum nil letius nil de- 
sideracius nobiscum esse debeat, quam eos viros, qui militarium rerum 
actores sunt, sapiencie studiis quandoquidem deditos' intelligere. 
Quantas, inquimus, apud superos meruit laudes Socraticus ille 
Umfredus noster, dux olim Claudicestrie serenissimus, quippe olim 
adeo accurate res nostras gessit, quasi in perpetuis amplexibus nos 
haberet. Cujus vero si hactenus famam et meritum satis dicere 
edocti non sumus, quinam, probissime comes, Umfridi successor, 
eque ac benemerite tuo nomini et dignitati referemus ? Ceterum et 
quia usque banc nostram delinitam etatem, que brevis superest, gloria 
in omni dicendi genere maxime apud Italos, uti inquis, sola viguit, 
a nobis seclusa, nostrum cape cor totum pro ea, quam et ipsi et nos 
divinam vocamus, eloquencia. Itaque et cum hec, nostris ipothecis, 
celestium favore et tua providencia salva perducta sit, ea assiduitate 
instituemus ocium nostrum, qua facundiores esse speramus ad elegan- 
tissime perorandum usque ad superos nomen tuum. £t vive feliciter. 
Ad Oxonia KaUndis Apr His. 

^ Adeo scilicet MS. * hcdnti sunt ib. ' siquidam ib. ^ suis ib. 

* quidam ib. * debitos ib. 
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Fol. no b. Testimonial letter for Master JohD Godynho 

1467. Universis sancle matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos preserves litiert- 

pervenerint, Cancellarius Universi talis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis. 
magistrorum regencium in eadem, salutcm in omnium Salvalore. Inti 
cetera humanitatis oSicia, nobis, qui sciencie et virtutis studia pro?j 
fitemur, peculiar! quodam modo debilum est, viros morum gravitaU 
ac sciencia preditos digne laudis testimonio juvare: enimvero, dum 
studiosis doctisque hominibus laus digna tribuitur, reliqui ad capes- 
sendam vinmis ei sciencie viam concilacius ardenciusque horlanlur. 
Hec ac hujusmodi ante nostre consideracionis oculos atatuentes, has 
per litteras altestamur, quod predilecius nobis confrater, Johanna 
Godynho, sacre iheologie bacallarius formatus, vir quidem convi 
sacionis honeste atque philosophicis theologicisque mature eruditus, 
adeo studiose una cum morum gravitate nobiscum vitam transegit, 
quod merito apud nos dicta in theologia ad bacalbriatus gradum 
honorifice provectus est. £.\inde vero quecunque ad tanti gradus 
solenniiatem atiinebant laudabiliter perimple\it. Ut igitur hujus lesti- 
ficacionis gracia omnium uberiorem consequatur favorem, has litteras 
communi predicte Universilatis sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum in 
nostre congregactonis domo, quinio Kaiendas March', anno Domini 
milUtimo quadringtnttsimo sexagesimo seplimo. 

Testimonial letter for Master Walter Kyadone. 

Universis sancie matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes liltere 
pervenerint, Cancellariua Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem, salulem in omnium Salvalore. 
Quanquani, imer cetera humanitatis officia, Cristiane proresBionis 
unumquemque veritati, cum opus est, equum esse testimonium per- 
hibere latet neroinem ; nobis tamen, qui sciencie ac virtutis studia 

' It will be aecD that between this »rticle and the next preceding there ocean 
1. gap of seven years (1460-67". The MS., in this part of the volume, is dis- 
jointed. To follow the chronological order, wc ninsl go on, after p. 355, 
to p. 363, when the date 1460 is continaed, and the correct order mainlaiiied 
down to 14G61 p. 381. Again, at this point (p. 3S1) we go back to p. 556, where 
the Older is resamed for two yeais, I4'>7-146B. Then one entry, under the year 
1468, is interpolated at p. 378, and another, under the year 1469. at p. 385. From 
P- 38s go Iwck to p. 38J, at which place the year 147a commences, and the correct 
order is maintained to p. 393. Thence, again returning to p. 3i;8, we find the 
year I471, and that year continues to p. 363, where it brcaki off, and ii resumed 
>t p. 393. The order, then, of the pages chronologically iliould be 335, 363 to 
38J. 35S-7. 11^, 38s. 381 to 393, 358 to 363. 399 to *«!. 
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ir, modo quoda.!!] singular! magis debitura est, viros morum 
gravitate ac sciencia preditos condigno veriiatis juvare testimonio. — 
Stoicis enim placere accepimus, que in terns gignunlur ad usum 
hominum creari omnia, homines autem causa hominum esse generates, 
lit ipsi inter se alius alii prodesse possit. — Hec ac hujusmodi ante 
nostre consideracionis oculos statuentes, has per lilteras atiestaraur, 
qnod predilectus nobis conrrater, magisler Wallerus Kyndone, in 
aitibus magister, vir quidem conversacionis honeste atque in philo- 
sophicis iheologicisque apprime doctus, apud nos in Universiiate 
predicia, a S. Michaelis Archangel! festo anno Domini millesimo 
quadringentesimo sexagesimo sexto hucusque presencialiter stetit, 
sacreque iheologie diligencius operam dedit. Uc autem hec testificacio 
ORinibus palam esse possii, nostras presentes lilteras dicte Universitaiis 
communi sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum in nostra congrtgacionis 
domo, itptimo Kalendas Aprilis, anno Domini millesimo guadringmttsimo 
itxagesimo octavo. 



RTesUnionial letter for Master William Preston. 
mvERsis sancle matris ecclesie (iliis, ad quos presentes liltcre 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem, salutem in omnium Salvatore. 
Inter cetera humanitatis officia, nobis, qui sciencie ac virlutis studia 
profitemur, peculiar! quodam modo debitum est,viros morum gravitate 
ac sciencia preditos digne laudis testimonio juvare : enimvero, dum 
Studiosis doctisque hominibus laus digna tribuitur, reliqui ad capes- 
sendam \irluiis ac sciencie viam concitacius ardenciusque hortantur. 
Hec ac hujusmodi ante nostre consideracionis oculos statuentes, has 
per litteras attestamur, quod predilectus nobis conrrater, magister 
Willelmus Prestone, Universitaiis predicte arcium magister, vir quidem 
conversacione honesta, atque dicta in facultate apprime doctus, adeo 
Studiose una cum morum gravitate vitam nobiscum transegit, quod in 
eadem facultate apud nos ad magistratus apicem honorifice provehi 
meritUB fuil. Deinde vero regenciam, ac quecumque ad tanti gradus 
Bolemniiatem ailinebant, laudabiliter perimplevit. Per annos preterea 
quamplurimos, sacre theologie sludiis incumbens, non mediocriter 
proficiendo sciencie scienciam accumulavit, Ut igitur hujus tesiifica- 
cionis giacia omnium uberiorem consequatur favorem, nostras litteras 
presenles communi dicte Universitaiis sigillo fecimus consignari. 
Datum in nostra congregacionis domo, quarlo Kalendas Aprilis, anno 
Domini milUstmo quadringentesimo sexagesimo octavo '. 
' See p. 378. 
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FoL uz a. An agent appointed by the University. 

Master W. W/it/ky ?ias heen constituted special messenger and agent 
of the University^ and empowered to collect and receive, from those at 
present detaining the same, all books and other property whatsoever and 
wheresoever to us belonging ; and to prosecute before any judge spiritual 
or temporal all persons unlawfully having possession thereof He shall 
also have authority to give acknowledgement for receipt of such property 
by him, and generally to act for us ; and we hereby pledge all we have, 
as a guarantee that we will ratify everything he may do, 

147X. Patkat universis per presentes nos, Cancellarium et procuratores 

Universitatis Oxoniensis ejusdemque Universitatis magistronim regen- 
cium unanimem cetum, fecisse, ordinasse et in loco nostro constituisse 
predilectum nobis in Christo, magistnim Willelmum Whitley, presen- 
cium exhibitorem, nostrum verum et legitimum procuratorem, actorem, 
factorem, negociorum nostrorum gestorem et nuncium specialem; 
dedisseque et concessisse eidem procuratori nostro plenariam potes- 
tatem, vice et nomine nostris ac pro nobis, quecumque libros, res et 
bona, in quorumcunque manibus reperiri poterint, a quibuscunque 
possessoribus sive detentoribus eorumdem, debitis cum instanciis 
pctendi, colligendi, levandi et recipiendi; et, si opus fuerit, quos- 
cunque illegitimos possessores ac detentores iniquos eorumdem libro- 
rum rerum et bonorum, de quorum nominibus ac personis sibi 
constare poterit, coram quibusgunque judicibus spiritualibus vel tem- 
poralibus, uno vel pluribus, in debita juris forma prosequendi ; ac ea, 
una cum damnis et expensis, recuperandi, sou sic per alium prosequi 
ac recuperari faciendi: necnon de receptis et recuperatis hujusmodi 
acquietandi, nobisque de eisdem respondendi et fideliter computandi ; 
ceteraque omnia et singula faciendi, exercendi et expediendi, que in 
premissis seu circa ea necessaria fuerint, vel quomodolibet opportuna ; 
et que nos facere possemus, si ibidem personaliter interessemus ; etsi 
talia sint, que de sui natura mandatum exigant magis speciale ; pro- 
mittentes nos ratum, gratum et firmum pro perpetuo habituros totum 
et quidquid per prefatum procuratorem nostrum, aut ejus substitutum 
quemcumque, ad premissa vel eorum aliquod actum, factum, dictum, 
gestum seu procuratum fuerit in premissis, aut eorum aliquo ; judicio- 
que sisti ac judicatum solvi cum omnibus suis clausulis necessariis, 
ac de jure requisitis; sub ypotheca et obligacione omnium rerum 
nostrarum: et exponimus in ea parte caucionem per presentes, 
sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in nostre congregacionis 
domo Oxonie, duodecimo die Decembris^ anno Domini millesimo quadrin- 
gentesimo septuagesimo primo. 
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> the Archbishop of Canterbury and the members of 
the Synod. 

Wf are happy lt> think that the labours of the synod may bring about 
the rtmoval of those evils from which we have so long suffered ; and 
restore the good old days when God was duly honoured, heresy stamped 
out and the kingdom prosperous. Since moil of your number have been 
members of this University we can reasonably hope for a favourable 
hearing ; but we postpone our private interests lo those of the stale, nmo 
disturbed by such changes and mischances, that, tf not prevented by express 
intervention of God and your watchful care, the end must be near. The 
nation will wait for your wisdom, a wisdom not of this world, but of 
God, a wisdom whereby a Christian King may rule a Christian nation. 
As to our own private affairs, we have laboured to the utmost both by 
leaching, and ensuing peace; but so furious is the opposition of the world 
lo us and the Christian faith, Ihal our schools are half empty and our 
numbers steadily decrease. And no wonder: for there is no prospect if 
reward, while unlearned and ignorant men receive the promotion which 
is our due. The effects must be disastrous lo the nation; insubordination 
and wickedness spread quickly, and there are indications of such divisions 
at will rend asunder the realm. We ask that you will recommend 
Ihroughoul your province special prayer for the intercession of our patron. 
Saint Frideswide, that the whole kingdom may obtain the divine favour. 

Dn-o ' Thome Dei gracia Canluariensi Archiepiscopo locius Anglie 
primati ac aix^lolice sedis legato ; necnon toti beate sinodo nostris- 
que patribus graciosissimis. 

Revere tidissimo in Christo patri ac domino, Domino Thome, Dei 
gracia Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglie primati, necnon 
apostolice sedia legato, Cancellarius Universitatts Oxoniensis cetenque 
siudentes in eadcm debitam obedienciam ; necnon toti patrum sacralo 
cctui rcverencias, prout decet, cum honore. Non nobiscum sopire 
potest, beatissimi viri, vestra dudum Inccpta sinodus felicissima; imo 
earn letissime gerimus, nobis pro certo statuentes hoc grave seculum, 
quo premimur, cuique flebiliier diu succubuimus, excidi ; novos ac 
tales jam superventiiros fore dies, quibus apud nostros antiquiores 
uberriroc colebaiur Deus. ac, quaque extincta heresi, stabat regnum 
in gloria sua. Ac quum de noslro olim grege sanctam vestram 
concionem pene totam extitissc in maximis gaudiis semper habemus ; 
bine roodo ea vobiscum instilui coniidimua dementia, qua nostris 
' This ii the only inEUnce in these letteis of this fonn o( flatlery. 
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epistolis animi iniijendantur favenciores. Sed propriis quidem privatisl 
negociis uliliora preponentes, adeo tieflendam duximus esse reni- 
publicam, uii jam septa mediis malis ad pejora celeriler cilata sit. 
Neque enim hisce crebris mutacionibus inrortuniisque seculum hoc 
noslrum turbalissimum diuturno mansurum tempore arfaitramur, nisi 
vel magnus ille Olirapi rector Deus mundique arbiter rem totam 
gesliat, el pervigiles cure vestre imercedant pro subsidio. Hec et 
alia, prudentissimi homines, nobis sepissime cogitantibus, haud aliud 
quidquam sentimus quam universum regnum expectaturum esse 
sapienciam vestram : sapienciam, inquimus, non mundi sed Dei ; 
qua, uti ethicus ille quondam ait Plato, reges regnant ac tutissime 
regna gubemantur. Quam itaque tarn amplam tamque efficacem 
"issimus rex nosier demum 
isse ; postmodumque, hia 
nostre tunc si ngu lares 



subinstiluatis, ut Cristianissimus ac metuendi 
suis virtutibus equam gentem letelur 
gracia celestium huic beato lini sic reducti 
reipublice actores' sitis, precamur, emendatissimi. Jacuit quidem, et 
moribunda quasi jacuit, et quia cladem ejus ultro sustulit? Nempe, 
licet usque hec tempora nos ipsi earn amplexi fuerimus pro posse 
nostro, turn amplissime doctrinando, tum ejus domeslicos vinculo, 
pacis fovendo ; in nos ita tamen et religionem Christi totus aevit 
mundus, quod nobis quasi dimidiate videaniur scole nostre. Sed 
titcunque nostra modo versetur fortuna, numero quam paucos noa 
fore, ad abundantis^ima sludia etaium preteritarum, subveniuDt tamen 
nobis pauciores, nostrique fiunl labores velut repudiati. Quoa enim 
honores ope propria obtinemus, non aliunde preiniati, eisdem morimur. 
Ac tametsi in omni sciendi genere, inque clarissimis virtutibus prediti 
elaboralique fuerimus, simplices tamen et mediocriores ubique pre- 
mianlur ; extolluntur, pro dolor 1 ut alios doceanl, qui seipsos docere 
neseiunL Que quidem nephandissima, ut sic loquamur, enormitas 
superest nobis, confusio nostra, Quam, sapientissimi palres, si ad 
ciciorem perduci emendam operam non dederitis, plus longe quam sit 
timenda abjeccio nostra de errante vulgo dolendum erit; cujus pro- 
fecto durissima cervix, nondum legibus divinis obtemperans, jam diu 
magis elegit iniquitatem agere quam loqui veritatem. Que res enim 
nisi vestros sic impulerit animos, que una fuit ' gens sub rege uno, 
Anglia in se divisa desolabitur. Ast ne adhuc tot imminencia pericula 
super nos eveniant, in inajori prcsertim haberi veneracione mandate 
tradatis beatam Frideswidam, advocatricem nostram. Per vestram 
lotam, quesumus, provinciam speciaU memoria commendetur ; quo 
apud Allissimum gracias uberiores integrum regnum consequalur; 
obque felicem tern banc et nos et futura secula in gloriam vestram 
' aucurtsi 'JiatUS. 
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> perpetuo redundabimus. Ai Oxonia, Urcio Idus Maii. Vestri 
oratores studio aissimi Cancellariua Universilaiis Oxoniensis ceterique 
studentes in eadetn. 

J. Farley'. 

\ 

^B To the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Synod, F 

^^ another letter. 

If, after you have corrected those disorders which now disfigure the 
Church, you can reiumber our affairs, you will greatly gladden our 
hearts. In you, most of whom have been nursed in the lap of our 
common mother, lies our main hope in our troubles ; for others, who 
should be dear to us, are, we grieve to say, no comfort. Our numbers, 
small by comparison with those of past limes, are not maintained by fresh 
admissions, because the labours of the student lead to no reward ; while 
unlearned men devoid of proper qualification are promoted to benefices. 
77ie effect is deplorable, not to ourselves only, but to Ihi ignorant and 
mi^uided people, who, lacking due instruction, fall away from the faith. 
Zb avert these evils, we beg that you will direct that m^re worship be 
paid to Saint Fridcswide. 

Rei-erendissimo in Chrisio palri ac domino, Domino Thome, Dei 
gracia Cantuaricnsi Archiepiscopo, tocius Anglie primati, necnon 
apostolice sedia legato CancelJarius Universitatis Oxoniensis ceterique 
sludentes in eadem debicam obedienciam ; necnon (oti reverendortim 
palnim sacrato cetui reverencias, prout decei, cum honore. Cum 
pennulta, optatissimi patres, quibus hisce diebus Cristiane religionis 
fama sordidari solet, in sanclissima sinodo vestra — de qua non parum 
nos gavisuros existimetis — ad congruum stalum reduserilis; sinosiram 
rempublicam aliquando memorie repetieritis, perjocundos nos facielis. 
Nee sunt sane hoc seculo nostro in quibus majorem spem aui audaciam 
ponamuB, quam in benignitatibus vestris, quos olim pene omnes de 
unius malris nostre gremio exiitisse quam planissime intelligimus. 
Nihil enim pium magis esse arbitramur, quam ut matri, cat ami tali bus 
periculisque exposite, auxilium et solamen feratis. Cum igitur mater 
nostra Universilas hia proxima sit, nee vix sit ex omnibus caria ejus 
qui cam consolelur, — pro quo ab imo cordis nostri iranimus suspiria, — 
senciat nunc vestra penes se viscera pietatis, quos olim senciit genuisse 
filios. Nam cum brevis inter nos studencium numerus inventus fuerii, 
si ad etates priores conferendum sit, sub^'eniunt tamen nobis pauciores; 
' This b the lignKtuce of the scribe of the Uaiveriitir. ftom whom thb regiiEcr 
ii aliull]' named Regislnun F. His datiM icem to have commenced >t tbi« place 
1b the Tolnine. 
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nostrique fiunt labores velut repudiati. Quos enim honores scolasticis 
sudoribus consecuti sumus, non aliunde premiati, eisdem morimur. 
Simplices enim viri et mediocriores, virtutibus et sciencia destituti, ad 
sacros ordines indigne promoti, quos multonim obsequium parads- 
sinnos reperit, indignissime honoribus prefemntur. Extolluntur proh 
dolor I ut alios doceant, qui seipsos docere nesciunt Preclari tamen 
viri moribus ac sciencia, quales plerique inter nos adinventi sunt, 
tanquam abjectissimi in ecclesia Cristi reputari visi sunt. Pro quibus, 
si non quam citissime remedia provideritis, non solum nostri, imo 
rudis ac errantis vulgi, de quo magis dolendum erit, confusio sequatur 
oportet; quod, nisi aliorum industria manuducatur, velut ovis errans 
in ruina semper presto est. Timendum ergo permultum est, ne qui 
mundo per baptismum nascuntur fideles, de mundo, erudiencium ob 
defectum, recedant infideles. Ut nihil igittu* horum nobis eveniat, in 
majori haberi veneracione beatam Frideswidam mandato tradatis 
optamus. Per vestram totam, quesumus, provinciam speciali memoria 
commendetur; quo apud Altissimum gracias uberiores integrum 
regnum consequatur. £t si his animos impendatis benevolos, quibus 
judicio Dei ^ nihil acceptius aut nobis optatius efficere poteritis, et nos 
et futura secula in laudes vestras pro perpetuo redundabimus. Ab 
Oxonia^ quarto Idus Novembris, Vestri oratores studiosissimi. 

242. 
To the Bishop of Exeter [George Nevyl]. 

We well know your benevolence to us both now and hereto/ore ^ and 
that we have so influential a patron^ to whom we may fly in our 
difficulties, is our greatest happiness. The bearer of this will relate to 
you in detail the subject of our present application to you ; and we are 
very sorry that the expenses in building the new school have been so great 
that we cannot afford to send a deputation to remain and look after our 
interests; but we hope that Masters Shirewode and Chipnam, the 
Chancellors of the diocese and of your office, will suffice to act for us, 

1471. Reverendissimo in Cristo patri ac domino, Domino Georgio, Dei 

g^cia' Exoniensi Episcopo, Cancellario Anglie ac domino nostro 
singularissimo, reverencias tanto patri debitas cum honore. Non est 
nobis incognitum, beatissime pater, quanto favore quantaque bene- 
volencia et humanitate respublica nostra apud sanctitatem vestram 
superioribus diebus impresentiarumque habita sit. Qua in re nulla 
usquam majori affici possumus jocunditate, quam talem patrem ac 

' Deo MS. * grctcia omitted ib. 
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habere, qualem amplitudinem vestram vere scimus ; ad 
quern in arduis ac necessitudine positi conrugere audacissime valeatnus, 
ac prescrtim quibusquam nunc pcragendis negociis, pro quorum felici 
expedicione nostra spes ac dulce solamen in vestra dominacione 
posita sunt: de quibus harum lator planissimam facturus est re!a- 
cionem. Et nos quidem, ob has ac plurimas preostensas beneficencias 
vestras, quoad auras traxeritnus vitales, curabimus ul vestre domina- 
cionis oratores, ac vestrarum laudum memoratu dignissimarum pre- 
cones siudiosi simus, Et cum, ob graves nobis circa scolarum edificia 
factas expensas, permulta impcdili sumus egestale ne aJiquoa de 
nosiris immoraturos mitlamus, qui circa isthec negocia operas dare 
queant ; optamus plurimum ut doctissimi ac satis spectali viri, 
magister J. Shirewod, sacre theologie professor necnon veslre cathe- 
dralis ecclesie Exoniensis Cancellarius, ac magister T. Chipnam, 
sacrorum canonura doctor vestreque dignitatis Cancellarius, causarum 
negociorum nostrorum proraotores et adores esse possint. Et 
In plurimam etatem. Ab Oxom'a, guarlo Tdus Novtmbris. 
dignitatis'. . . . 



gC^ 



Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. F 

Memorandum, quod vicesimo primo die mensis Novembris, sigiUata 
erat una acquietancia Abbati et conveniui dc Eynysbam sub hac 
forma. Noverint universi per presenles nos, magistros Thomam 
Chawndelere, Cancellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Roberlum Elyot, 
Thomam Purmer, procuratores ejusdem Universitatis, recepisse et 
habuisse, die confeccionis presencium, de Abbate et conventu de 
Eynysham in comitatu Oxoniensi viginti sex solidos sterlingorum 
bone et legalis monele Anglie, in partem solucionis cujusdam annue 
pensionis predicte Universitaii per prefatos Abbalem et conventum 
debite: Dc quibus quidem viginti sex solidis faiemur nos fore solutos, 
dictosque Abbatem el convenium inde acquietamus per presentes 
sigilto noslro comrauni Universitatis signatas. Datum in nnstre con- 
grtgacionis domo, nonoden'mo die mensis Novrm/iris, anno regm regis 
Ifenrid sexti post eonqutstum tricesimo nmo '. 

Another acquittance of the same Abbey. 

Memorandum, quod vicesimo octavo die mensis Novembris, sigiUata 

erat una acquietancia Abbati et conventui de Eynysbam, de sedecim 

solidis in festo S. Nicholai Universilati Oxoniensi, in plenam solucionem 

cujusdam annue pensionis debite et solvende, cujus forma patet supra. 

' Tbe remainder of the BibwriplioD is wandoE, MS. ' See p. 36^ ■>"'=■ 



364 EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 

Magistro Johanni Astone. 

The accounis of several chests show a great deficit^ and the pledges 
lack the seal of the stationer. We give you friendly warnings before 
issuing our formal citation^ and advise you to make the accounts straight 
immediately, 

1460. Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis necnon ejusdem procurator's 

totusque magistrorum regencium cetus plurimam^ salutem. Cum 
nuper, ut soliti sumus, ad annuales computaciones quanimdam cistarum 
nostranim operam daremus, reperimus quidem eas, et' presertim 
caucionibus, quamplurimum lesas, signo item notorio nostri communis 
stationarii vacuis ac ' destitutis, ad nostrum non mediocre damnum et 
tuum periculum quam maximam. Hinc, ne talia tuam amplius pre- 
tereant conscienciam et voluntariis, quod absit, tradantur oblivionibus 
ista tue saluti nunc sane instanterque duximus fore proponenda. Ad 
que, tua quidem fide nostre quondam presdta Universitad, respondere 
in singulisque satisfacere babes omni posse. Ac ideo prima quidem 
hac vice, nostris ex mandato citatoriis litteris pie ac satis humaniter 
indulgentes, tantummodo tibi consulimus, imo consulendo hortamur, 
ut in isto ^ negocio tui ipsius "... fias, nobisque emenda sit quam 
festina. Et vale. Ab Oxonia^ sextodecimo Kalendas fanuarias. 

Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

1460. Memorandum, quod vicesimo sepdmo die mensis Januarii, sigillata 

erat una acquietancia Abbati et conventui de Oseney, de viginti sex 
solidis et octo denariis, in plenam solucionem cujusdam annue 
pensionis debite, cujus forma patet supra. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1460. Memorandum, quod vicesimo die mensis Februarii, sigillata erat 

una acquietancia Abbati et conventui de Eynysham, de viginti sex 
solidis, in capite jejunii Universitati Oxoniensi debitis, in plenam 
solucionem cujusdam annue pensionis debite et solvende, cujus forma 
patet supra. 

243. 
Fol. n3 b. To George Nevyl, Bishop of Exeter and Lord Chancellor. 

We received a few days ago your highly valued letter^ expressing that 
benevolence towards us and readiness to help and defend us which you 
have ever manifested from early youth. May God reward you I We 

^ plurinuis MS. ' et its presertim caucionibus Usas quamplurimum ib. 

* ad ih, * isto enim ib. * A word lost, ib. 
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are grtatly distrtsied Ikat you had lo complain in your leller of certain 
ill-dispostd persons among our members. We solemnly assure you thai, 
by cilalioni, excommunications and, in doubtful cases, by admitting the 
accused to purgation, and by threatening the heaviest punishments we 
have done, and will do, our best to correct the guilty. We need not 
remind you that there have at all limes been evil men among us, and in 
these troubled limes their presence need be no surprise. If their conduel 
bring us into danger, we have confidence that you will aid us by your 
counsel and your defence, so doubly necessary in these dark days. It is 
not just that the innocent should suffer with the guilty. The bearer of 
this will say what we dare not write. 

Rf.verindo in Christo patri ct domino, Domino Georgio, Dei 
gracia Esoniensi episcopo, Cancellario, nostra domino singular issimo, 
reverenciam tanto pairi debilam cum honore. Perpauci abiere post 
terga dies, beatissime pater, cum litteras tuas spec tali ssi mas ac nobis 
optatissimas quam clare i met lexer im us, in quibua sane benevolencia, 
subsidium ac singulare pairocinium tuum ab ineunie adolescencia 
penes nos ac matrem noslram, Universitalem Oxoniensem, que 
superioribus diebus re persepenumero experti suraus, quam luculenter 
sunt declarala. Quas ob res, cum longe ultra vires nostras sit ut 
pares sancliiali tue hisce pro meriiis gracias conferamus, Justus 
omnium relributor Deus perdigna ut reddat premia obsecramus. Nam 
si omnia nobis collata beneficia mcmorie commendare instiiuamus, 
nihil unquam tam preciosum comperiemus, quo magis nos obligatos 
fore faleremur, quam pro benevolo animo luo et vere probalo penes 
nos amore. Unde nos precesque nostras, quibus nullum majus 
munus clargiri possumus, habes habebisque quoad vixerimus. Per- 
cussi etiam sumus permaximo inlrinsecus dolore de maligna dis- 
posicione quorumdam nostrum, de qua in scriptis tuis te doluisse 
lestaris. SeduJas certe dedimus operas, immortali Deo teste, turn 
citando, turn excommunicando, tum suspectos ad purgaciones vocando, 
turn minis de gravissimis inBigendis suppliciis: curabimusque diligen- 
tissime in Tuturum ut idempiidem faciamus. Non tuum, ut certi 
sumus, elTugit animum, benignissime pater, nullum fuisse tempus, in 
quo non aliqui scelerati inter nos inventi sint ; licet gravissime his 
imposile sint pene. Quare si isto seculo tales apud nos habiti sunt, 
quod nusquam pax aul tranquillilas est, non admiracione dignum 
puietur. Confisi tamen sumus in benigniiate tua, ut si quid rei 
adversum nos pro his aut aliis agaCur, consilio et ' atuilio, in quibus 
lota spcs nostra ac dulce solamen siia sunt, ad luitionem nostram 
> ut mnsilia auxilia MS, 
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paratissimus sis ; et presertim turbatissimis hisce diebus, tanto magis 
quanto pluribus periculis majorique perplexitati ' exposid sumus. 
Non enim equum est ut perituri sint justi cum impiis. £t cum id 
desiderii habeas, ut nos faciles atque flexibiles his, que mandata nobis 
sunt, prebeamus, fidem atque confidenciam harum latori des velimus. 
Huic secreta nostra committimus; hie responsum, Deo duce, daturas 
est; in Quo ut longam felicemque vitam agas permultum gavisuros 
nos putes. Vale, optime pater, nostri,« cum res postulet, memor. 
Oxonie, 

244. 

FoL 1x4 a. To George Nevyl, Bishop of Exeter and Lord Chancellor. 

Since your departure so low have our fortunes fallen^ that we are 
regarded with looks of contempt and triumph hy laymen both of this city 
and other places. Our very country seems no longer ours, and our city 
walls scarce afford protection. What the cause may be we know not ; 
but let the common herd think of us as they please ; you know our true 
sentiments and how we are ever ready to carry out your orders. This 
the people will not comprehend ; and though we wonder that strangers 
are thus disposed, the ill-will of the laymen in the city is chiefly deplored 
by us. Whatever crimes these have committed, they refuse to submit to 
correction by the authority of the University. They are determined to 
govern and not be governed ; and, led by one of the principal citizens — 
well kncnvn to you — they violate our privileges and endeavour to establish 
a precedent against them. We look for your help, especially when it shall 
be necessary to bring the matter before the King. 

X460. Reverendo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Georgio, Dei 

g^cia Exoniensi episcopo, Anglie Cancellario, &c. Ex quo e nostro 
abiisti celo vultumque tuum'* felicissimum in longinquis partibus trans- 
egeris, adeo, beatissime pater, vices nostre cecidenint, quod perobliquos 
aspectus ac capita ferme clatissima in nos projicere sublimareque tam 
exteri quam domestici laici usurparunt ; qui prope siquidem despectum 
ita nos habent, ut neque patria nobis secura sit, neque proprii muri vix 
maximis absque periculis nobis pacem indulgeant. Ac unde quidem 
ortum ceperit malicia hec, Deus scit, nos autem nescimus. Opinetur 
de nobis nesciens vulgus uti vult: tu enim nosti benesatis animos 
nostros, qui omnino tuis consiliis acquievimus, et que nobis sub 
mandato ex tuis officinis a rege processerunt, humiles ac faciles 
semper fuimus ad explendum. Non placet tamen vulgo intelligere 
istud. Ob quod, tametsi plurimum de exteris laicis hac in parte 

* perplexitcUe MS. * vitamque tuam, &c. ? 
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admiremur, plus longe tamen nostronim villanorum malicias corde 
gerimus dolendas esse. Nam hi quidem penes nostram almam 
Universitatem, in qualiacunque modo cecidenint crimina, flecti nolunt 
ad correccionem. Regere cupiunt et non regi; pro consule capita- . 
neoque suo unum de primis civibus exaltantes, quern tua peroptime 
noverit dominacio infestum clericis ab antique. Negant infringuntque 
nostra privilegia, contrariaque attemptantes pro lege tenent. Qua in 
re tuum jam prestolamur patrocinium, utique in ultimis tuis epistoHs 
dulcissimis scripsisti, te nostrum patronum, nostrum consulem, nostrum 
procuratorem ostendas obsecramus; at nedum in his presertim, sed 
quomodo et quum ad illustrissimi ac invictissimi regis nostri celsitu- 
dinem laborandum erit, ut ea que pauca nobis supersunt privilegia 
sua speciali gracia confirmentur. £t vale, diuque vive felicissime. 
Ab Oxonia^ tercio Idus Maii, 

I. <I>apX€4^. 

Testimonial letter for Master John Prekynge. 

Memorandum, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 1461. 
sexagesimo primo, tercio die Novembris, sigillata erat una littera 
testimonialis pro magistro Johanne Prekynge, sub communi forma. 

Testimonial letter for Master John Chyrme. 

Memorandum, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 1461. 
sexagesimo primo, quinto die Novembris, sigillata erat una littera 
testimonialis pro magistro Johanne Chyrme. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

Memorandum, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo X46L 
sexagesimo primo, sextodecimo die Novembris, sigillata erat una 
acquietancia Abbati et conventui de Enensam de viginti sex solidis; 
in partem solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis, cujus forma patet 
supra. 

Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

Memorandum, quod anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo ufi\. 
sexagesimo primo, septimo decimo die Decembris, sigillata erat una 
acquietancia Abbati et Conventui de Oseny, de viginti sex solidis et 
octo denariis, in plenam solucionem cujusdam annue pensionis Uni- 
versitati debite, cujus forma patet supra. 

' Master Farley, the scribe, here and at the foot of several of the following 
letters, writes his name in rude Greek character ; not a little proad, perhaps, of 
being able to do so. 
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245. 
Fol. 114 b. To the Bishop of Chichester. 

Upon examination of our affairs^ we have found thai our resources 
have fallen so low, in consequence of new buildings undertaken and old 
ones repaired, that we are compelled to call in all moneys due to us. 
Though we find your great name among our debtors, we regard it 
rather as that of a benefactor ; and beg that you will so deal with us 
that your name, erased from our books, may be recorded in the book 
of life, 

1461. Vicesimo septimo die mensis Novembris, sigillata erat una littera episcopo 

Cicestrensiy cnjus forma est hec. 

Reverendo in Christo patri et domino, domino Johanni, Dei gracia 
Cicestrensi episcopo, plurimas reverencias cum honore : Cum dudum, 
colendissime pater, communium bonorum nostrorum quendam face- 
remus visum generalem; ea profecto, quid novis edificiis, quid anti- 
quorum reparacionibus, tam prope exterminata sentimus, quod libros 
debitorum nostrorum intimius revolvere sumus coacti. In quibus etsi 
magnificum nomen tuum baud abrasis elementis, imo sane adhuc 
scriptum compertum sit, non ideo de ipsis debitoribus nostris te 
unum esse, sed inter benefactores nobis dominos pocius volumus 
speramusque te connumerari. Rem tamen banc, nostra cum gravi 
indigencia, harum lator tue quidem consciencie plenius expresseque 
magis explicare habet. Cui des, exoramus, (idem ; ageque super nos, 
felicissime presul, pietatem tuam, ut a nostris cedulis nomen habeas 
cancellatum, et post scribendum in libro vite. Vale, &c. 

Icoaryz/s <t>a/)Aei. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1461. EoDEM die sigillata fuit una acquietancia Abbati et conventui de 

Eynysham de sedecim solidis, sub forma communi. 

Acquittance of Master Stephen Tylor, lately the 
librarian of the University. 

1461. NovERiNT universi per presentes, nos, Georgium Nevyll, Can- 

cellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Johannem Morre et Johannem 
Thorpe, procuratores ejusdem Universitatis, remisisse, relaxasse et in 
perpetuum quietum clamasse, pro nobis et successoribus nostris, 
dilecto nobis in Christo magistro Stephano Tyler, nuper custodi 
communis librarie Universitatis predicte, omnimodas acciones reales 
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! personales, quas unquam penes cum habuimus, habemus, seu 
quovismodo in futuro habere poierimus, racione cuslodie librarie pre- 
dicte, ab origine mundi usque in diem confeccionis presencium. In 
cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune Universilatis amedicte pre- 
sentibus lilteris apposuimus. Datum in nostre congregacionis dome, 
seplimo decimo die mensis Februarii, anno r^ni rtgit Edaiardi quarti 
post conqutstum pn'mo. 

testimonial letter for brother Gonsalvo, of the Friars 
minors. 
Memorandum, quod vicesimo die mensis Februarii, anno Domini 
millesimo quadringentesimo sexagesimo piimo, sigillata erat una littera 
Ustimonialis pro fratre Gundesalvo, ordinis minorum ; super ac de 

Epiecione regencie sue in ' theologia, sub forma antiqua. 
Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
•■lEMORAKDru, quod quinto die mensis Aprilis sigillala fuic una 
acquietancia Abbati et conventui de Enensham, de viginti sex solidis, 
in plenam solucionem cujusdam annue pensionis, anno regni regis 

(Iwardi quarti post conque^tum sccmido, sub forma communi. 
Ri 
th 



246- 
To the Duchess of Suffolk '. 
E-ftvGTH hye and nobyil princes, we recommend u 



s to yow mekely, 
• the gostelye suffrages of owre prayers for your good estate and 
prosperite and alJe your wellwyilyng ; devowtely praynge almyghiy 
god, ihe verie and indubitabyll rewarder of every good and meritorie 
dede, to supplessh owre insufficience, as for a due recompense un to 
your gracious ladyshyp on owre partye, for yowre nobill and nolabill 
geEFts, not many yers passed geven un lo us, to the increce of vertiie 
and cunnyng, and releff of the grele onerous and importabyll costes 
a bowle the edifieng of owre newe scoles of divinite; not yell by cause 
of owre insufficience and poverte perfectely complesshed, but by yowre 
gracious and large beneficence in especialle, and other benefactors 
also, wele augmentyd and toward nowe, w' lytyll socowre and helpe, 
a perfyte end, by the grace of god. And for as niuche as not alle 
only ihes yowre aforsaid nobyll and nolabill geifts un to owre moder 
the Universiie both for ever for to be considered and had in mynd, 
but moreovyr your graciouse and vertuous continuance un lo her ; 
' initr MS. ■ Probably lo the Duchess of Suffolk. 
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she therefor, as not unbownd, takyng uppon her the office of the 
devowte woman sum tyme of Cananye, shalle nevjr cese cryyng and 
callyng un to Christe for your good estate and prosperite, and alle 
youres duryng thys present lyff, and afterward for a perpetuall and 
a joyftiU blysse w* owte ende. amen. Wryten at Oxohford in awrt 
congregacion hows the ix kal. of April, 

247. 
Testimonial letter for the Archbishop of Dublin. 

The most illustrious labours in the study of theology are discredited by 
the malevolent and denied by the ignorant. Feelings therefore^ that, when 
one of our members is assailed by ignominy y envy, calumny, hatred or 
ingratitude, our whole body corporate is injured; we declare that we 
welcome the visit of the Archbishop of Dublin to his mother the Uni- 
versity, and consider his sojourn among us one of our highest honours. 

1463. Tercio die mensis Julii, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 

sexagesimo secundo, sigillata erat littera testimonialis Reverendissimo 
in Christo patri et domino, domino Michaeli, Dei gracia Dubliniensi 
archiepiscopo, sub forma que sequitur. Universis sancte matris 
ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere venerint, Cancellarius Uni- 
versitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magistronim regencium in 
eadem plurimam salutem. Cum [enim] res ille preclare ac monimento 
dignissime, que in sacris aguntur studiis, sepe a maledicis ingratisque 
viris obtrectentur ; et apud ignorancia tenios pocius abnegate quam 
credite, pocius abjecte existant quam accepte; dolemus inde ac 
urgemur, et in quantum possumus apponimus opem ; quociensque 
res expetit nostra, utraque manu libenter afferimus testimonium 
veritati. Nam nostra profecto res est, si injuste est ignominia, 
calumnia, livor, seu quodcunque aliud malicie genus, aut odii aut 
ingratitudinis in alumnos nostros ; ac prescrtim in eos, qui, postquam 
preclarissimis ornentur virtutibus, et altissimas nobiscum scolas digne 
satis* . . . , non ut oblivionis, sed ut bcnememores et grati filii, suam 
colendissimam matrem repetant, visitent ac revereantur ^ Inter quos 
jam habemus apud nos primo commendatum prestantissimum ilium 
virum, reverendissimum in Christo patrem, dominum Michaelem, Dei 
gracia Dubliniensem archiepiscopum, Hibernie primatem, ac libere 
capelle regie S. Michaelis archangeli de Penchrych decanum peril- 
lustrem; necnon nostre cathedre sacre theologie professorem sane 

* A word unintelligible here (* anaserint ') : probably the passage should be 
read, postqtiam^ See, scalas ascenderint ; not scolas (or scholas). 

* reverentur MS. 
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digDissinium : qui ' ea quippe in veneracione noslrnm sanclissiniain 
habet Universiialem, ut tarn illustris viri presentia quosdam sibi novos 



et rerme maximos oblin 
ampliores, quo sub nosu 
itaque, in superiori beali: 
Euscepimtis adventum, et 
inWapl dies, his litleris not 



honores seipsam pulet ; el eo longe 
) dignetur celo diutius obversari. Cujus 
sime Virginis Marie natali fcsto, felicem 
felicissime ejus residentiam, ad istos qui 
Datum, ^c. 



^1 Acquittance of Eyasham Abbey. Fol, hq ^ 

RCimiK) die Decembris siglllaia erat una acquieiancia Abbaii et 1463. 
conventui de Eynysham. de sedecim Polidis, in plenam solucionem 
cujusdam annue pensiunis ad festum S. Nicholai Univeri-itati debiEe, 
sub forma communi. 



W< 



To the Prior and Convent of Durham. 
trlifyyou thai wi have chosen our Vice-(hancellor, Master W. I've, 



lo he rector of Appleby, the nomination to that benefice having been giver. 
to us byynu. 

Srcun-ik) die mensis Januarii, sigillata et missa erat una liitera 
Priori el conventui de Dunelm., cujus forma sequitur, Religiosissimo 
viro domino Johanni ', permissione divina priori ecclesie cathedralis 
Dunelm:, necnon ejusdem loci toti devoto capitulo plurimam salutem. 
Paucis jam consumptis annis placuit vobis, probati viri, et pie et ex 
Deo placuil, ut speratur, concessisse dedisseque nobis poteaialem 
nominandi personam aliquam, apiam quidem el idoncam, ad ecclesiam 
parochialem de Apelby Lincolniensis diocesis et in comitalu Leycestrie, 
modo rectore desiitutam. Cerlilicamus eapropter gravitates vesiras 
prestaniissimum virum, magisttum Willelmum Yve, vice -cancel larium 
noBinim sacreque iheologie professorem sane dignissimum, ad pre- 
dictam ecclesiam nontinatuni fore; sic et prout in litteris vestris hac 
vice tantum nos hujusmodi personam nominare decrevisiis. Et valete 

vivite feliciter. Afi Oxcnia quarto Kalcmtas Fthruarias. 






Acquittances of Eynsham and Oseney Abbeys. 
'iCEsmo die mensis Marcii, anno Domini millesimo quadringen. 
tesimo sexagesimo lercio, sigillaia eral una acquieiancia Abbati et 
conventui de Eynysham, de viginti sex solidis, in partem solucionis 
cujusdam annue pensionis ad festum omnium Sanctorum Universiiati 



debite, sub Tornia communi. 
' There U, as niual, no ilifiicnlty 



reqalre qui ta iattltir i 



the wriling here, 
ventratiom apnd Maslram, Sm. 
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Eodem die sigillata erat una acquietancia Abbati et conventui de 
EynjTsham, de viginti sex solidis, in completam solucionem cujusdam 
annue [pensionis] ' in capite jejuni! nobis debite. 

Eodem die sigillata erat una acquietancia Abbati et conventui de 
Oseney, de viginti sex solidis et octo denariis, in completam solu- 
cionem cujusdam annue pensionis nobis debite, sub forma communi. 

Vicesimo quinto die Octobris, anno regni regis Edwardi quarti terdo 
sigillata erat acquietancia Abbati et conventui de Eynesham in partem 
solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis ' ad festum omnium sanctorum 
Universitati debite, sub forma communi. 

Acquittance of John Swaen and John Stokes. 

1463. QuiNTO die mensis Novembris, sigillata erat una acquietancia 
Johanni Swaen et Johanni Stokes, de Sandewico in comitatu Cantie, 
de quatuor libris solutis Universitad in partem solucionis majoris 
summe, anno regni regis Edwardi quarti post conquestum tercio. 

Commendatory letter for Master William Baret. 

1463. Quinto decimo die Novembris, sigillate erant littere commendatorie 
pro magistro Willelmo Baret, sub forma communi. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1463. Undecimo die mensis Decembris, sigillata erat una acquietancia 
Abbati et conventui de Eynysham, de sedecim solidis, in plenam 
solucionem cujusdam annue pensionis ad festum S. Nicholai Universi- 
tati debite, sub forma communi, anno Domini millesimo quadringen- 
tesimo sexagesimo tertio. 

Obligation to repay a loan borrowed from the 

Danvers Chest. 

1463. Tercio die mensis Februarii, anno regni regis Edwardi quard post 
conquestum tercio, sigillata erat obligacio quedam, sub forma que 
sequitur; Noverint universi per presentes, nos, Georgium Nevyll, 
Cancellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Walterum Hylle, Willelmum 
Corte, procuratores ejusdem, necnon cetum unanimem magistrorum 
regencium ibidem concessisse totam pecuniam, levandam a proximo 
componente cum Universitate predicta, et medietatem pecunie levande 
a ceteris postea cum Universitate componentibus, restauracioni summe 
centum librarum ciste de Danvers applicandas, nuUique alii usui^ 

^ pensionu omitted in MS. ^ xxvj, s. on margin, MS. 
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priusquam predicts summa 
monium has liiteras nostras sigillo 
fecimus communiri. Datum Oxonie i; 
eS anno regis Edwardi prediclis. 



Iradendas. In cujus rei testi- 
communi nostra Universitatis 
' nosire cortgregacionis dome, die 



^^ 



248. 



To the Abbot of S. Albao's (John Whethampsted). Fol. 116 b. 

I/we have not wriltfn as soon as we might have done, it has not been 
because we forgot your great and divine gift ; a gift which wilt im- 
mor/aiite jiour name and ours. We rejoice that our mother, tht Uni- 
versity, has reared such a son, and we thank the Creator 0/ all Ihings 
for hit work. Were we to be silent, your booh would declare what you 
are. The ' Granarium ' was presented to us by the Duke of Gloucester, 
and you have now added the ' Propinarium', so that we may say, he 
appeased our hunger and you have now slaked our thirst. 

Religidsissimo viro Johanni, Dei gracia ecclesie S. Albani prelato 146, 
dignissimo, plurimam salutem. Tametsi epistolas nostras longo jam 
tempore disiulerimus, non co ex is times, ex animo rogamus, imme- 
mores nos esse quid condonaris ' ac quam bene feceris nobis. Donasti 
namque rem grandcm et divinam, que nedum perpetuis erit in seculis 
ad gloriam tui nominis, imo et nostri, alumne noster. Inde plurimiun 
gaudemus, inde quasi feiicem arbitramur esse colendissimam malrem 
Universitatem nostram aliquando nutrivisse te : inde surarao terum 
Opifici gracias habemus uberrimas; nee usqoam sane uberiores vel 
Greci vel Itali pro suis dicendi causam habuere, quam pro te nos 
Britanni. Nam, si hac in re silcrc vellemus, opera enim ' tua mani- 
festant te ; opera presertim ilia tua magniRca, non uno quidem sed 
pluribus et pulcerrimis contenta voluminibus, que, ut tuis utamur 
vocabulis, 'granarium' et 'propinarium' dignum feceris appcllari. 
Quorum allerum dedit nobis ille liiteratissimus princeps, dux oHm 
HumCridus amicissimus noster, alterum vero tu : £t sic quasi dig- 
nantia ' quadam primum secundum appelierit. Jam utrumque opus 
tuum magna in veneracione iniegre suscepimus et habemus ; jam sitim 
nostram, quam a diu passi sumus, extinxiaii: jam, si ita ticcat priora 
vocabula codicibus consignata tuis interpreiari, potum ad panem 
attulisti. Quamobrem, ut, qui mortalium adhuc paieris silim, de Tonte 
ad plenum bibas etemo, immorlales Deo faciemus preces nostras. 



' ceniioHirii MS, ' lam 

digHOMlia, wbllevei th>t may m 



' Thi» word partially loit; 
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Vale, vivasque feliciter. Ab Oxonia Idibus Marcti, Cancellarius 
Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magistrorum regendum. 

I. <^ap\€i. 

Acquittances of Oseney and Eynsham Abbeys. 

1464. Undecimo die mensis Aprilis, anno Domini millesimo quadringenie- 
simo sexagesimo quarto, sigillata erat acquietancia Abbad et conventui 
de Oseney in comitatu Oxoniensi, de viginti sex solidis et octo denariis 
in plenam solucionem, &c. 

Eodem die ejusdem mensis et eodem die \ sigillata erat acquietancia 
Abbati et conventui de Eynysham in comitatu Oxoniensi, de viginti 
sex solidis in plenam solucionem, &c. 

Primo die mensis Decembris, anno Domini millesimo quadringente- 
simo sexagesimo quarto, sigillata erat una acquietancia Abbati et 
conventui de Eynysham in comitatu Oxoniensi, de sedecim solidis 
Universitati debitis in festo S. Nicholai, in completam solucionem 
cujusdam annue pensionis. 

1465. Duodecimo die Marcii, anno regni regis Edwardi quarti quinto, 
sigillate sunt due acquietancie, sub forma sequenti : Noverint universi 
per presentes, nos, Georgium Nevyll, Cancellarium Universitatis Oxoni- 
ensis, ac Thomam Pawnton et Johannem Payntor, ejusdem Universi- 
tatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis presencium, 
de Abbate et conventu monasterii de Oseney in comitatu Oxoniensi, 
viginti sex solidos et octo denarios sterlingorum ; in plenam solu- 
cionem cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati per prefatos 
Abbatem et conventum debite et concesse : De quibus quidem viginti 
sex solidis octo denariis, in plenam solucionem, ut prefertur, receptis, 
fatemur nos fore solutos ; dictosque Abbatem et conventum et succes- 
sores suos inde esse quietos per presentes : In cujus rei testimonium, 
sigillum nostrum commune presentibus est appensum. Datum in 
nostrt congrtgacionis domo, die mense et anno supradictis, 

Secunda acquietancia sigillatur sub hac forma: Noverint Universi 
per presentes nos, Georgium Nevill, Cancellarium Universitatis 
Oxoniensis, ac Thomam Pawnton et Johannem Payntor, ejusdem 
Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis pre- 
sencium, de Abbate de Oseney et conventu de Oseney Eynsham * in 
comitatu Oxoniensi, quinquaginta duos solidos sterlingorum, in plenam 
solucionem cujusdam annue pensionis, dicte Universitati per prefatos 
Abbatem et conventum debite et concesse : De quibus quidem quin- 

* anno'i ' Such is the mess in the MS. Apparently it ought iobtde AbbeUe 
et conventu de Eynsham, 
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quaginta duobus solidis, in plenam solucionem, ut prefertur, receptis, 
fatemur nos fore solutos; dictosque Abbatem et conventum et suc- 
cessores suos inde esse quietos per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium 
sigillum nostrum commune Universitatis predicte, &c. 

Nono die Novembris, sigillata est acquietancia Abbati et conventui 1465. 
de Enysham in comitatu Oxoniensi, de viginti sex solidis, debitis 
Universitati in festo omnium Sanctorum, in partem solucionis cujusdam 
annue pensionis, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo sexagesimo 
quinto. 

249. 
To the general council of the Order of St. Benedict. Fol. u^ a. 

We have a lively remembrance that it is to your order that we owe the 
introduction 0/ the faculty of theology to this University^ and that it was 
by your labours that the gospel was taught to this nation ; and we have 
therefore always honoured your order beyond any other men. How then 
does it happen that some of your members have left us ? This unusual step 
must, we fear J cause great mischief and we know no reason for it ; if 
therefore you will acquaint us with the cause, we will do our best to 
remove it. 

Primo die Julii, littera missa ab Universitate general! consilio monachorum 1465. 
ordinis Benedicti. 

Cum recens admodum apud nos sit, religiosi patres, quemadmodum 
theologie sacra facultas per vos primum in nostram Universitatem 
ingressa est, neque eciam pretereant nos labores permaximi, quos 
olim vestre religionis sanctissimi viri habuere, ut sanctissimam legem 
Anglorum genti ^ traderent edocendam, atque ob id vos et vestri ordinis 
viros ante alios merito penes nos semper duximus preferendos ; non 
parvam igitur animo cepimus admiracionem, quod jam dudum vestrum 
quidam — absit ut omnes — ab hac nostra Universitate sese transtule- 
runt. Res nova nimis, et a nostris longe facta diebus, ut viri tam graves 
numeroque non pauci locum sic mutarent : honestum locum, in quo 
antehac hujus religionis viri ceteris multum im pares floruere ; locum 
certe ubi in hunc usque diem non desunt theologici, qui quantum in 
sanctissimo studio profecerint ', aliorum volumus sit judicium ; nedum 
de nostris, verum de exteris, qui longe lateque ad nos confluunt ut 
discant. Neque hunc vestrorum abscessum absque scandalo fieri 
cernimus. Quod ne nostrum vertatur in caput, causam, patres, si 
libeat dicere, non sit pigitum; que nobis cum constiterit, Deo id 

' genii MS. ' proftsserint ib. 
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volente, quod racio dederit, nostra ex parte fiet. Et in Domino valete, 
carissimi patres. Oxante^ prtmo die Juliu Universitas regencium 
omnium facultatum Oxonie. 



250. 

To the Bishop of Chichester. 

1465. Reverrndo in Christo patri et domino, Domino Johanni, Dei gracia 
Cicestrensi episcopo, plurimas reverencias cum honore : Cum dudum * 
&c. 

FoL n7 b. Citation of Master John Smyth. 

1465. VicEsiMO tercio die mensis Novembris, anno Domini millesimo 

quadringentesimo sexagesimo quinto, sigillata erat citacio, prout se- 
quitur: Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis, necnon ejusdem pro- 
curatores totusque magistrorum regencium cetus magistro Johanni 
Smyth salutem: Cum nuper, ut solemus, ad annales computaciones 

cistarum operam ' reperimus quidem eas, tuis presertim cau- 

cionibus, lesas quamplurimum ; ad nostrum non mediocre dampnum 
et tuum periculum permaximum. Hinc, ne talia tuam pretereant 
conscienciam, et voluntariis, quod absit, tradantur oblivionibus, ista 
tue saluti nunc sane instanterque duximus fore proponenda : ad que 
tua equidem fide nostre quondam prestita Universitati respondere, in 
singulisque satisfacere habes omni posse. Quocirca tibi districte 
precipiendo mandamus, et primo, secundo ac tercio peremptorie 
citamus, ut, infra quindecim dies post recepcionem presencium, coram 
nobis in domo nostre congregacionis pertonaliter compareas, premissis 
responsurus, ac deinde facturus et recepturus quod justicia in hac 
parte suadebit Datum ut prius. 

Acquittance of Eynsham and Oseney Abbeys. 

1465. Sexto die mensis Decembris, anno Domini millesimo quadringen- 

tesimo sexagesimo quinto, sigillata erat una acquietancia Abbati et 
conventui de Eneysham, pro quadam pensione sedecim solidorum; 
cujus forma patet supra. 

Eodem die sigillata erat una acquietancia Abbati et conventui de 
Osney, pro quadam annua pensione viginti sex solidorum octo dena- 
rionun ; cujus forma patet supra. 

' This letter is a copy verbatim of No. 245 supra. The bishop seems to have 
disregarded the former application. ' daremus omitted in MS. 
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251- 
To the Executors of the Bishop of Bath and Wells. 

Cmfidfnee in your characitr, no dmbl, made tht bishop mlruit his 
property loyou ; and we, for the same reasorit appeal to your charity, in 
behalf of our mother and yours. Surely the charity of a son can not be 
better shown than by the relief of his mother's poverty ; nor the property 
of a bishop be better employed than in supporting the Catholic faith. 
Our expenses on various repairs, and in building the new school, have 
entirely exhausted our purse, but we have never felt the pinch of poverty 
so deeply as now, when the school of Canon Law is in such a state that 
it must be rebuilt, or, if not, we shall lose an annual rent of four marks. 

Quarto decimoDecembris, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 
sexagesimo quinto, sigillata erat liltera, prout sequttur: Cum inter 
ceieros hujus Universitatis alumpnoa vos non modo scienciis claros 
esse, verum eciam pieiate summaque humanitate pollere quamplu- 
rimum, nos' minime pretereal, adeo quidem quod reverendus ille in 
Chrisio pater et dominus, nuper Baihoniensis episcopus, sua vestre 
fidei bona pennisit ; vestram igilur nunc caritatem exposcimus omnes ; 
parent) nunc vestre, quam non parva nunc urget pauperies, opem 
fene satagite ; ui ea, liac in necessitate posita, vos sibi natos senciai 
gratissimos. Nam quibus pocius matris inopia cure esse debebit, 
quam iis filiis, quos bona pie disponenda habere notum est \ aut cui 
iddem ecclesiaslice sacius op>es, quam in fidei catholice augmentuni, 
refund) congruil ? Verum quamquam antehac noslram rempublicam, 
turn circa vctustarum edium non paucas reparaciones, turn eciam circa 
rovarum scolanim fabricam aliasque circa necessito dines, facli sumpius 
complufcs ad summam ferme inopiam * redegere ; nunqiiam tamen 
eque ac modo paupertas nobis onus visum est et miserum et grave, 
cum juris canonici scole eo loco site sint, 'ut aut eas nunc de novo 
cdificare opus est, quod ne facere quidem possumus, aut quatuor 
inarcarum reddiium annuaJem earumdem ruina — quam superi prohi- 
bcanl ! — amitlere oportebit. Agite ergo, amicissimi viri, ad * nos multo 
omnium paupeirimos pietatis tandem viscera extendite, aique nostram 
rempublicam, ad ipsa fortune jam ima ferme labascentem ", ab egestalis 
labe ita graciose tuemini, ut illius piissimi domini ac vestra memoria 
apud nos tarn firmiler tamque profunde' insita Bat, quod earn nulla 
unquam delere potent oblivio, Valcte nosiri memgres, viviteque 
fdiciter. Ab Oxonia, ut supra. 

' mm MS. ' inopiatu it>. ' ul et eas ib. < The MS. had 

originall; super tus bee, bul it ia altered u above by a cdntcmponry huuL 
• pmdande ib. 
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Acquittance of the Warden and Fellows of All Souls 

College. 

1468. NovERiNT universi per presentes, nos, Georgium Nevyl, Universitatis 

Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Johannem Harrow et Nicholaum Langton*, 
ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die confec- 
cionis presencium, de custode et sociis collegii * animarum * in Oxonia 
predicta, viginti quatuor solidos sterlingorum, bone ac legalis monete 
Anglie, pro quadam pensione duarum aularum quondam vocatanim 
* Tenchewyk Inne ' ac * CathaV : De quibus quidem viginti quatuor 
solidis fateniur nos fore solutos, dictosque custodem et socios inde 
acquietamus per presentes, sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum 
in nostre congregacionis domo, duodecimo die Aprilis anno regni regis 
Edwardi quarti post conquestum nono *. 

252. 

FoL u8 a. To the Archbishop of York, the Chancellor of the 

University. 

Whereas one John Lyd/ord, in violation of our privilege {dy which 
members of this University are to be tried in the Chancellor s court here), 
has cited one of our proctors and another master of Arts to appear before 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, we pray you to protect our interests in 
this cause, and not suffer our rights to be infringed, 

1466. Anno Domini millesimo quadxingentesimo sexagesimo sexto, vicesimo sexto 

Aprilis sigillata erat hec littera domino Cancellario, prout sequitnr. 

Reverendissimo in Christo patri ac domino, domino Dei gracia 
Archiepiscopo Eboracensi, Oxoniensis Universitatis cetus sese quam 
humiliter commissum facit. Iniquo animo, dignissime presul, pate- 
remur eos hujus alme Universitatis legibus et juri derogare, quos 
nostro patrocinio fovimus, nostrisque preceptis enutrivimus, ni eximia 
pietas in omnes tua, egregius animus et immensa caritas erga rem- 
publicam nostram nobis spectata foret ; qua tantopere freti sumus ut 
nihil te nobis opem ferente adversari posse formidemus ; cum summi 
pontificis privilegiis, saluti et Universitati nostre consulentis, cautum 
extiterit, ne quis studencium quempiam extra Universitatem in judicium 
devocaret ; ne sapiencie et bonis artibus incumbentes plurium jurisdic- 
cione a virtute distraherentur. Quod cum ita sit, nos, hujus celeber- 

* This acquittance is an instance, more glaring than usual, of insertion, in 
a vacant place at the foot of the folio, of an article belonging to another year. It 
would seem also that the date given is wrong, for the proctors here mentioned 
held office in the year 1468, which would be the eighth, not the ninth, of Edward IV. 

« See p. 385. 
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fhne Universitatis lue commissarius, procuratores ac tocius reipublice 
unanimis cetus luam eciam alque eciam deprecamur clemenciam, ne 
quid adversum Universitatem nostram nostraque privilegia tooliri 
sinas ; que juris quidam bachallarius, dominus Johannes Lydrord, 
preter majonim consueiudinem, reipublice dignitalem, et privilegiorum 
aucioriutem refringere niMlur. Domiiium enim procuraiorem austra- 
lem, allerunic|ue, nostnim aciualiter regentem, in Universitaiis preju- 
dicitim ante dominum Cantuariensem ciiavit. Quapropler, reveren- 
dJBsime paler, pro consueludine et animo erga rempublicam tuo, 
tuaque solila in nos pieiale, oranius hanc equissimam honestissimatn 
ac justissimam causam loiari, Tovere el protegere digneris. Quod si, 
ut oramus uique omnes speratit el predicant, consequimur; memoria 
seculorum omnium palemitali lue nos magis alque magis' astrictos 
obligaiosque reddcs. Vale, ■ presidium et dulce decus ' nostrum. Ex 
Oxonia, ut tupra. 

m_ 253. 

^BTo the Archbishop of York, for Master Thomas Danet. Fot, 118 b 

^f Thr Gracts art reprtsenlid as evtr young and /air. to represenl. we 
tuppou, that gratitude should not be suffered to decay. We most heartily 
thank you, therefore, for all your goodness. And now we confidently 
invoke your powerful aid for Master Thomas Daael, prosecuted on a 
false charge, and imprisoned on a former occasion; and now again ctted 
to appear in London, in violation of our privilege. 

Vleesima primo Junii sigillala eiat liltcra domino Cincellvio, pro msgiitro L 
Tboma Duiet. 

Cum prestaniisaime mentis tue benignitaiem, dignissime pontirex, 
rerum elTecIus, benclicenciam, ac liberalitateni tuam menle repetimus, 
nihil est quod vereamur magis, quam ne ingratitudinis nomine repre- 
hensione digni censeamur. Greci et Latini vates, Gracias etate 
adolescenlulas et novas corpore el menle sinceras et incorrupias esse 
edocentes. hoc sensissc rati sumus, ut nullo paclo apud nos eas con- 
senescere sinamua; ne et susceplorum merilorum uti immemores 
damnemur, et timidiores ad hoc, quod optamua, impetrandum impre- 
sentiarum reddamur. Maxim as libi gracias, dignissime pontirex, 
liberalissime munificencic tue habemus, longeque majores indies, cum 
occaaio nobis prestila eril, nos habituros et reddituros speramua. 
Impresencianim autem cum ' el materna pietas, et eximia hujus alme 
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Universitatis tue affeccio erga proprios filios tanta sit, dignissime 
pontifex, ut omnes propria dignitate et auctoritate ac defensione tua 
sospites esse cupiat ; has tibi [omnium doctonim et] ^ graviom 
hominum protectori dare non dubitamus. Summa enim pietas et 
caritas in omnes tua neminem se defensioni tue credentem patre et 
tutore' destitutum patitur. Pro hujus legitimo Universitatis filio 
aliud litterarum nostrarum tibi dare commonuit, ut, pro solito tuo in 
omnes animo, Thomam Danet, studio omnium preclarissimarum arcium 
preditum, in ea causa, quam te penes actitat hujus alme Universitatis 
nomine, commissum habeas, supplices oramus. Non fugiat te, reve- 
rendissime pater, Thomam prefatum falsarum injuriarum nomine, 
Galfridi Harberti instigacione ac inductu, quartodecimo Kalendas Maii 
acriter vexatum ac duro carcere conclusum, amicorum opera inde 
exemptum ; impresenciarum, secundo, ad judicium Londoniis, preter 
tue alme Universitatis dignitatem privilegia et honorem, revocari. 
Quas ob res, quoad suppliciter orare possumus, banc abs te causam 
susceptam, et intra jurisdiccionis et judicii tui limites discussam, 
optatum iinem consequi videre percupimus. Quam si, pro rei publice 
tue dignitate et nostre sentencie voto, decisam ' tandem conspexerimas, 
rem nobis gratissimam, nee dignitati ac honori tuo alienam, confecisse 
cognosces. Ex Oxonia^ vicesimo primo Juniu 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1466. Septimo die Decembris, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 
sexagesimo sexto sigillata erat una acquietancia Abbati de Eynsham 
pro sedecim solidis, cujus forma ^ prius patet. 

Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

1466. EoDKM die sigillata erat una acquietancia domino Abbati * de Osney 
pro viginti sex solidis octo denariis, pro quadam annua pensione. 

Citation. 

1466. Duodecimo die mensis sigillata erat una citacio magistro Johanni * 
cujus forma prius habetur. 

^ The words inclosed in brackets are added, by the same hand, on the margin 
of MS. * haud destitutum MS. ' quumque^ or perhaps quandoque 

tandem ib. * forma omitted in MS. • cujus de Osney MS. * No name, 

but a cross or letter x, after JokanMi ib. 
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254- 
To the Bishop of Lhicohi. 

When men of distinguished abilities and character are promoted to 
positions of honour we rejoice, and, if they have been educated among us, 
cur joy is naturally greater. This is so in your case ; who, having been 
a son of the University, have now become a father. We know, from 
those who have witnessed it, the great grief you feel on account of the 
decay of learning, and especially of grammar, in this * c^e of iron * ; 
and that you have long considered how the evil may be remedied. Thai ^ 
one in your exalted place should be interested in this matter is a thing 
most grateful to us ; and, though it be but little, what we may do to help 
will be most readily done, 

Qainto dedmo die Decembris, sigillata erat littera domino episcopo Lincolnienn, X466. 
sab forma que seqnitur. 

Cum egregios homines clarosque, reverendissime pater, peramplis 
podri honoribus contuemur, non parum nobis jocunditatis afiferre 
solet, turn vero vel maxime non injuria, si quando eorum quempiam 
in apice merito positum videmus, quos nostra quidem Universitas 
peperit, fovit, educavit; quod in te ante ceteros jucundissime con- 
spicimus. Nam ex olim filio, mint Dei providencia, gratissimus nobis 
pater efficeris; non mode te patrem verum eciam et gratissimimi 
patrem fateri non ambigimus. Quantum tibi hac nostra, ut aiunt, Fol. ng a. 
etate ferrea studii jactura dolori fuerit, ab iis, qui te hoc danmum 
sepe plangentem conspexere, satis accepimus; maxime vero quod 
grammatica, quam reUquarum scienciarum radicem esse constat, 
tanquam in exilio posita regno e nostro abierit, deflere solebas. Huic 
tam gravi periculo remedium sepe et multum, uti nuper didicimus, 
ferre, tecimi ipse cogitasti. Merito quippe jocundari debemus, quod 
ea quidem res, que principibus habetur neglectui, a tanti patris corde 
non abcesserit. Hoc utique tam pium tam sanctumque propositum, 
quod a Deo seminatum certissime scimus, eo quidem juvante amplis- 
simos parere fructus indubie expectamus. Si quid igitur tibi, optime 
pater, quod certe parum existimamus S prodesse arbitraris, para- 
tissimos habes. Id demum, quod in nostra existit potestate, polli- 
cemur ; Deum nos pro tui patemitate perpetuo • exoraturos. Vale. 

* existimus MS. • perpeti ib. 
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255. 
To Master T. Grauntt. 

We have placed the delightful book you have given us in our Library 
for the general use, and for the perpetual remembrance of your name ; 
andy lest we be thought ungrateful, desire to offer our sincere thanks. 
Nothing is so agreeable to our mother the University as to find the 
sons she has nursed remembering her with gratitude, when they have 
grown up, 

1466. Vicesimo octavo Januarii, anno Domini millesimo qoadringentesimo seza- 

gesimo ^ sexto, sigillata erat littera magistro T. Grauntt, sub forma seqaente. 

Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis 'cetus unanimisque magis- 
trorum regencium in eadem magistro T. Grauntt salutem et nostrarum 
oracionum continua suffragia. Dedisti equidem nobis, carissime 
magister, que nostra est sum ma voluptas, suavissimum libnim, quern 
in nostre Universitatis libraria, uti animus tibi fuerat, ad communem 
studencium utilitatem, ac tui presertim sine fine memoriam, locari 
fecimus ; idque his nostris litteris tibi increbescere optamus. Sed 
ne, ipsius beneficii tanquam immemores, omni vituperio digni cen- 
seamur, complures tibi gracias agere equum esse profitemur ; multoque 
inde apud nos nostrumque posteros benemerito potieris. Nam mater 
Universitas id officii in fovendis filiis contentissimum habet, cum et 
ipsi, jam integram etatem nacti, sue parentis jam olim cure, laboris, 
et oneris admodum memores fuerint, eamque diviciis ac honore et 
augere et extollere student : quod dum in te id modo accuratius 
advertere contuemur, nos tibi benevolos et amicissimos futuros per- 
petuis temporibus non dubium habes. Vale. 

Acquittance of Master William Orel, proctor. 

1470. NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Georgium Nevyl, Univer- 

sitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Willelmum Brew et Thomam Beston, 
ejusdem Universitatis procuratores cetumque unanimem regencium in 
eadem, remisisse, relaxasse et omnino pro nobis et successoribus 
nostris in perpetuum quietum clamasse Willelmo Orel, clerico, quon- 
dam dicte Universitatis procuralori, omnimodas acciones reales ac 
personales, quas versus ipsum habuimus, habemus, seu quovismodo 
habere poterimus in futurum, racione officii predicti execucionis, a 
principio mundi usque ad datum presentium. In cujus rei testi- 
monium presentibus sigillum nostrum apposuimus. Datum in nostre 
congregacionis domo, anno regni regis Edwardi quarti post conquestum 
decimo, undecimo die Afaii. 

' See p. 356. 
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Acqtdttance of Eynsham Abbey. 

Memorandum, quod quinto die Decembris, anno Domini millesimo 1470. 
quadringentesimo septuagesimo, sigillata erat acquietancia pro Abbate 
et conventu de Ejmsham, pro pensione sedecim solidorum debita 
Universitati in festo S. Nicholai ; sub forma communi, cum tali dato, 
Datum in nosire cangregactonts domo, anno inchoacionis regni ngis 
Henrici sexH post conquesium iricesimo nono, ei re-adeptionis sue regie 
potesiatis anno prima, 

256. 

To the Archbishop of York (G. Nevyl). Fol. 119 b. 

On every occasion you have been more ready to help than we to in- 
voke your aid. But never was our need 0/ your advice and assistance 
more urgent than at this time ; firstly ^ to obtain the full effect of the 
privileges which we owe to your interest in our affairs ; secondly ^ to 
enforce payment of a donation to our new school by the vicar of Abing- 
don ; and^ thirdly y to compose the ancient feud between the doctors of 
medicine and civil law ; by which the peace of the University has been 
disturbed^ and murder only by the mercy of God avoided, 

Revirendissimo in Christo patri ac domino, Domino Georgio, Dei 147^* 
gracia Eboracensi Archiepiscopo, suo patrono protectorique singu- 
larissimo congregacionis Universitatis Oxonie regencium unanimis 
cetus, omni cum reverencia tante debita dominacioni, salutem plurimam 
dicit. Quoniam tuam dominationem, benignissime domine, pro nobis 
semper omni in re ad agendum quam nos ad poscendum paratiorem 
fuisse certissimis sepenumero didicimus indiciis, in teque solo, nostras 
res solide respiciente curanteque, spes omnis sita est nostra ; hinc est 
quod nos, hac nostra in necessitate, ad tuum audacius currimus 
refugium. Quamquam ante in compluribus tuo nobis consilio aux- 
ilioque peropus est, nunc tamen egregie preter cetera, in tribus tuam 
opem nobis nuspiam denegatam humillime petimus ac oramus : 
Primum enim, ut nostra privilegia, que tuam per operam concessa, 
teque jubente conscripta sunt, tua summa prudentia — cum id quo 
pacto fieri debeat tibi quam nobis notum magis est — ^jam prorsus 
perficiantur optamus. Secundo autem, quod, tua dominationc medi- 
ante, nobis pecunie per S. Helene de Abyndone vicarium ad novarum 
scolarum fabricam nuper donate, eidemque per prefate ville Abbatem, 
pro quadam, ut inquit, pensione annua a retro existente, debite, citius 
persolvantur. Tercio vero, si tue sagacitati gratum erit, precamur, 
inter medicinarum jurisque civilis facultatum doctores illi dissentioni 
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antique, — ex qua quidem, nisi superi prohibuissent, non modo totios 
Universitatis turbatio, verum etiam homicidium quam nefandissimum 
nuper fuisset, ut putatur, secutum, ne mali hujusce quidquam inde 
posthac obtingat, — tu, qui solus id potes, finem impone. At si otium 
tibi erit, ut post parliamentum ad nos, tui qui sumus semperque 
erimus. venias, nos proculdubio Universitatemque omnem mazimo 
afficies gaudio. Verum ne nostrarum literarum prolixitas nimia tue 
dominationi tedio onerique sit, iis in negociis, quo sese modo res 
habet omnis, is venerabilis magister, presentium lator qui est, te &ciet 
certiorem. Vale, ac vive feliciter, nostra salus unica totiusque ecclesie 
solatium singulare. Scriptum rapHm Oxonie in nostra congregationu 
domOy duodecimo Kaiendas Junii, Tue dominationis oratores humil- 
limi Universitatis, cujus tu caput es, regentes. 



257. 

To Master Richard Mey. 

Our delay in acknowledging your beneficence has not proceeded from 
ingratitude^ but from a desire to express our thanks in person. Your 
liberality to us is known to all the worlds and is the greater in our eyes 
because scarcely have any others been found to take pity upon the poverty 
of the University ; so that, but for your generosity, our new school of 
theology could not have been built. It is not often that liberality increases^ 
as it does in yoUj with increasing years ; and, though we are unable to 
thank you as we should, our prayers for your welfare will be most 
earnest to Him, who suffers no good work to pass unrewarded, 

1470, Perkgrkgio viro sibique gratissimo, magistro Ricardo Mey, artium 

magistro, Universitatis Oxonie Cancellarius ejusdemque regentium 
unanimis cetus, cum creberrima gratiarum actione, salutem plurimam 
dicit. Etsi nostras per litteras, amicissime pater, gratitudini tue 
gratias agere hucusque distulimus, non eo tamen nos tuorum im- 
memores beneficiorum fuisse puta, sed quod tuam nobis peroptatam 
presentiam, ubi tibi coram singuli regratiari possemus, jam diu operti 
sumus. Tua enipi in nos beneficia ita recentia ita magnaque sunt, 
ut ea nostrum latere queant ^ neminem. Idque adeo ea apud nos 
clariora reddit, quod preter te, qui nostre Universitatis pauperiem 
respiciat, vix quispiam reperitur. Nam nisi tua caritativa liberalitas 
caritasque liberalis in nostras theologie scolas manus porrexisset adju- 
trices, illud fortassis edificium frustra inchoatum fuisset. Unde tibi 

* queat MS. 
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proculdubio quam pluritnum gratulamur, quod in le dictum illud I 

Terenlinnum 'quod nimium ad rtm in simcla ailenli sumas' nihil I 

poiest, cum libi liberaliiaiem una cum senectute quotidie accrevisse I 

res ipsa indical evidenler. Al quoniam tuis in nos quam graiissimis I 

muneribus, ut par est, gratiam referre nequimus, ipsum Dominum, I 

nnlluin qui bonum irremuneralum sinlt, tua pro salute nos sedu!o I 

precaturos cenissime pollicemur. Tuas auiem reverenlias minime I 

latere velimus, pro eis pccuniis, quas nobis liberalissime ruper dona- I 

veras, nanciscendis operam non parvam dcdisse, impigreque posthac I 

daturos. Vale, ac live feliciter, pater amantissime. Scripium raplim 1 

Oxonit, pridit nonas Julii. Tue gratitudinis in amore Universitatis 1 
Oxoniensis Cancellarius ac regentes. 

Letter testimonial for Master Williani Wykwyk. Fol. lao a. 

Univebsis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos prcsentes littcre 1469. I 
pervenerim. Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis magistrorumque 

regentium in eadem unanimis cetus salutem in omnium Salvatore. J 

Quanquam inter cetera humanitatis officia Christiane professionia J 

nnumquemque veriCati equum est testimonium perhibere ; nobis tamen, I 

qui Bcientte ac veritatis studia profitemur, modo quodam singular! I 

niagis debitum est viros quosque, cum opus erit, veraci testimonio I 

juvore. Stoicis enim placere accepimus, que in terris gignunlur, ad I 

usum hominum creari omnia, homines autem causa hominum esse I 

generaios, ut ipsi inter se alius alii prodesse possit. Hcc igitur atque ■ 

hujusmodi ante nosire con side rati on is ocuios statuentes, has per litteras I 

altesiamur, quod predilectus nobis confrater, magister Willelmus I 

Wykwyk, nostre Universitatis predicte artium magister, vir quidem I 

conversacione honesta diciaque in facultate apprime doctus, adeo I 

slodiose una cum morum gravitate vitam nobiscum transegit, quod in I 

eadem facultaie apud nos ad magisiratus gradum honorilice provectus I 

csL Exinde vero regentiam, ac quecunque ad lanti gradus solenni- I 

taiem attinebant, laudabiliier perimplevit. Ut autem liujus testifica- I 

tionia gratia omnium uberiorem consequatur (avorein, nostras litteras I 

prcsentes cotnmuni dicte Universitatis sigillo fecimus consignari. ■ 

Datum in nosire cotigregadotits doma, nono Kalendas Novembris anno I 

Dcimim millesimo quadringenUmno sexagesimn nono '. I 

Letter testimonial for Master John Hedon. 
rmVBKSis sancte malris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere per- 1470. J 

venerinC, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis J 

magislrorutn regencium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. I 

' See p. i9i. ■ 
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Quamquam inter cetera humanitatis officia Cbristiane professionis 
unumquemque veritati equum est te8timoni^m perhibere ; nobis tamen, 
qui sciencie ac veritatis studia profitemur, modo quodam singulari 
magis debitum est viros quosque, cum opus erit, veritatis testimonio 
juvare. Stoicis enim placere accepimus, que in terris gignuntur ad 
usum hominum creari omnia, homines autem causa hominum esse 
generatoSy ut ipsi inter se alius alii prodesse possit. Hec igitur atque 
hujusmodi ante nostre consideracionis oculos statuentes, has per 
litteras attestamur quod predilectus nobis confrater, magister Johannes 
Hedon, in juris canonici facultate doctor, adeo studiose una cum 
moruin gravitate vitam nobiscum transegit, quod apud nos in eadem 
facultate ad magistratus apicem honorifice provectus est. Qua de re, 
ut hujus testificacionis gracia omnium uberiorem consequatur favorem, 
presentes litteras communi dicte Universitatis sigillo fecimus consig- 
nari. Datum in nostre congregacionis domo^ pridie Kalendas Apriles^ 
anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo septuagesimo. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

M-Ti* NovKRiNT universi per presentes, nos» Georgium Nevyl, Universitatis 
Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Nicholaum Good et Ricardum Davys, pro- 
curatores Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die confecclonis 
presencium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in comitatu Oxon- 
iensi, viginti sex solidos steriingorum bone et legalis monete Anglie, 
in completam solucionem cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Univer- 
sitati per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite : De quibus quidem 
viginti sex solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictumque Abbatem et 
conventum inde acquietamus per presentes, sigillo nostro communi 
signatas. Datum in nostre congregacionis domo^ quintodecimo die 
Apr His y anno regni regis Edwardi quarti post conquestum undecimo. 

Acquittance of the Warden and Fellows of All Souls 

College. 

1471. NovERiNT universi per presentes, nos, Georgium Nevyl, Universi- 

tatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Nicholaum Good et Ricardum Davys, 
procuratores Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die con- 
fectionis presentium, de custode et sociis Collegii animarum in Oxonia, 
viginti quatuor solidos bone et legalis monete Anglie, in solutionem 
cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati, pro aula vocata 
* Tenchwykyn ' et aula vocata * Cathal,' per prefatos custodem et 
socios debite : De quibus quidem viginti quatuor solidis fatemur nos 
fore solutos, dictosque custodem ac socios inde acquietamus per pre- 
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senles sigillo nostra communi signalas. Dalum in nosire congre- 
gacionis domo, quinio decimo die Apriiis, anno regni regis Edwardi 
guarli post congutslum undecimo. 



^r To Masters Thomas Bonifaunt and William Dudley. P 
Thai you, who are such good friends to us, have so high a place 
in Ihi King's favour naturally gives us very great pleasure. While, 
therefore, we thank you for your steady advocacy of our inleresis hitherto, 
vx entreat you, if unfavourable statements are made to the King resptcl- 
ing the Universify, that you will contradict them ; and inform us if it 
should seem desirable thai we should write to his majesty. We believe joe 
have done nothing to deserve his anger, and can fearlessly assert that, in 
all the recent troubles of the realm, the tranquillity of the Universify was 
never greater ; and we do not know a single instance of a scholar taking 
arms for either side. As we have been so we shall continue to be, loyal 
subjects; nor indeed are -we insensible of the value of the King's favour, 
and h^ thai you will so use your injiiunce for us, that our mother the 
University may be proud of having produced such sons. 

Clarissiiiis ac eruditissimis viris, magistro Thome fionifaunt et 
domino WilWmo Dudley', Cancellarius Universitalis Osoniensis re- 
gentiumque ejuadem unanimiii cetus, saluiera plurimam dicunl. Per- 
magno non injuria, gravissimi liUeratissimique viri, aflicimur gaudio, 
quod vos, nostri quam amaniissitnos, regie majeslaii tarn caras apudque 
cam lanlum vestram valere discretionem aique pnidentiam intelli- 
gimus. £a enim antehac in almam matrem nostram caritale pielateque 
vos novimus fuissc, ut pro ejus commodo, honore, ac fama pcrcelebri 
inlegerrime conservanda, semper, cum opus foret, accuratam operam 
alque diligentiam dedisiis attentissimam. Unde vobis quam plurimas 
ac habemus et agimus graiias ; vestrisque in nos benevolenciis fretj, 
hutnanitates vestras inlimius rogamus, si quidpiam regie celsitudini 
nostram comra Universitalem hactenus dictum esi, dictumve in dehlnc 
obtinget, vos ipsius advocali patronique exislite ; ad ipsumque serenis- 
simum inviciissimumque principem nostrum si liileras dare nobis opus 
erit, nos facere dignemini cecCiores. Credimus quippe nos nihil jam 
commeruisse cgre quod ferri debcat dignum. Id auiem unum audacler 
dixerimus ; in lam muita hujus regni turba apud nos tanta opinamur 
profeclo tranquillitas anlea nunquam visa est; nam hoc omni in 
tempore Universilalis nostre scolarium utramvis in partem insurrexisse 



388 EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 

cognoscimus neminem. Nos igitur hucusque fuisse, et poslhl 
fuiuros, ut esse debemus : nee enim nos fugit quantis beneficiis, not 
non modo confirmando venim etiam ampliando privilegia, ab illu 
trissimo rege nastro munificentissime sumus donati. Illius obser- 
vaniissimoa seitoie oralores. Vestrasque humaniiaies itenim atqoe 
iterum quesumus ac oramus, vestra pro malre hac in re aliisque, in 
quibus presentium later vos cenificabit, agite sedulo, ut ea vos tantos 
tamque gratissimos sibi filios sese peperisse, necnon ac educasse, 
quam piurimum gaudeat. Et valete, ac viviie feliciter, dociissimi atque 
amicissimi viri. Scn'plum rapttm Oxonie, septimo Idus Man. 

Hpc prccedenB cpiBlolii erat missit ad prebtos viros die prenotato, anno Domini 
millesimo ignadringentesimo sepluagesimo. Unanimis magistronim legentiniii cetna 



Testimooial letter for Master William Kyng. 

Univeksis sancle matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes liuere 
pervenerinl, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cctusque unanimis 
magislrorum regeniium in eadem, salutem in omnium Salvatore. 
Quamquara inier cetera humanitaiia officia Chrisliane professioms 
unumquemque veritati equum est leslimonium perliibere; nobis tamen, 
qui sciemie ac veritaiis studia profitemur, modo quodam singular! 
magis debituna est viros quosque. cum opus erit, veritatis testimonio 
juvare. Stoicis enim placere accepimus, que in terris gignuniur ad 
usuro hominum creari omnia; homines autem causa hominum esse 
generatos, ut ipsi inter se alius alii prodesse possit, Hec igiiur atque 
hujusmodi ante noslre consideralionis oculos statuentes, has per 
litteras altestamur, quod predilectus nobis confrater, magister Willelmus 
Kyng, artium faculiatis magister, adeo studiose una cum morum 
gravitate vitam nobiscum iransegit, quod apud nos in eadem facuhate 
ad magistratus apicem honoriiice provectus est. Qua de re, ut hujua 
tesiilicationis gratia omnium uberiorem consequatur favorem, presentes 
lillcras communi dicte Universiiaiis sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum 
in nostre congregaiwnis domo, scplimodedmo Kalendas Ju 
Domini miUesimo guadringenUsimo sepluagesimo. 




Testimonial letter for Master Henry Sutton. 

Universis sancle matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes litlere per- 
Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem, salutem in omnium Saivatore. Iiuer 
cetera humanilatis officia, nobis, qui scientie et virtutis studia pro- 
fitemur, singulari quodam modo debitum est, viros morum gravitate 
ac scientia preditos digne laudis testimonio juvare : enimvero, dum 
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studiosis eruditisque hominibus laus digna tribuitur, reliqui ad capes- 
sendam virtutis ac scientie viam concitatius ardentiusque hortantur. 
Hec et hujusmodi ante nostre consideracionis oculos statuentes, has 
per litteras attestamur, quod predilectus nobis confrater, magister 
Henricus Sutton, nostre Universitatis predicte arcium magister, vir 
quidem conversacione honesta dictaque in facultate apprime doctus, 
adeo studiose una cum morum gravitate vitam nobiscum transegit, 
quod in eadem facultate apud nos ad magistratus apicem honorifice 
provehi meritus fuit. Exinde vero regenciam, et quecunque ad tanti 
gradus solennitatem attinebant, laudabiliter perimplevit. Ut igitur 
hujus testificacionis gratia omnium uberiorem consequatur favorem, 
nostras litteras presentes communi dicte Universitatis sigillo fecimus 
consignari. Data in nostra congregaiionis dotnOy tertio nonas QuinitUSy 
anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo sepiuagesimo. 

Testimonial letter for Master Thomas Tenterden. 

Sexto Idus Februarias anno predicto, sigillate sunt littere testi- X470- 
moniales magistri Thome Tenterden, sub forma immediate precedente, 
mutato nomine et die. 



259- 

He sequentes bine littere misse sunt anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo Fol. I2I a* 
septuagesimo. 

To the Archbishop of York. 

Though we have often been troublesome to you be/ore , yet y being assured 
of your continued interest in our welfare ^ we earnestly beg you to obtain 
/or us possession of the books bequeathed to us by the late Earl of 
Worcester, They are reputed to be worth no less than five hundred 
marks ; and, unless it be by your aid, we do not see how we can hope 
to receive them. Delay in these cases is notoriously dangerous, we beg 
therefore that the books may be immediately placed in the hands of the 
hearer of this letter, 

RsvERSNDissmo in Chrislo patri ac domino. Domino Georgio, Dei 1470. 
gratia Eboracensi Archiepiscopo, sue protectori patronoque singu- 
larissimo Universitatis Oxoniensis magistrorum regentium unanimis 
cetus, omni cum reverentia atque, uti sese ad hoc quam maxime 
devinctum cognoscit, creberrimis cum gratiarum actionibus, salutem 
plurimam dicit. Quanquam tibi, benignissime domine, antehac oneri 
solicitudinique sepenumero fuimus, dum tamen tuam in nos benevo- 
lentiam tantam esse, quantam hucusque experti sumus, cognoscemus, 
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tantisper, quotiens nos magna quevis urgebit necessitas, tuum ad 
refugium decurrere, tueque dominacionis auxilium consiliumque 
nunquam desistemus expetere. Quo enim animo tua dominatio in 
nos fuerit, non modo dicta quam amantissima, cum jam nuper atque 
alias apud nos eras, verum etiam facta tua crebrius liberalissime iterata 
indicio quam evidentissime fuenint. Tue igitur dominationis amplissima 
in nos benevolentia nostramque in rempublicam ardentissima caritate 
ac consueta pietate freti, tuam majorem in modum rogamus domina- 
tionem, quatenus libros illos, quibus a Wigornie comite nuperius 
defuncto alma mater nostra erat donata, nobis obtinere tua summa 
dignetur prudentia. Sunt quidem magni, ut aiunt, precii, ad valorem 
quingentarum ferme marcarum. Quam ob rem circa eorum adep- 
tionem major est profecto opera diligentiaque accuratior adhibenda. 
Nisi tua tamen dominatio manus hac in re extendet adjutrices, non 
facile dictu est quo pacto prefatos libros nancisci queamus. Faciat 
igitur tua dominatio, nos omnes iterum atque iterum quesumus ac 
oramus, si modo id quovis fieri potest, eos presentium latori, dicte 
qui Universitatis procurator est, propediem tradi. Nam ejusmodi 
in rebus, vulgo quod dici solet, in mora periculum sepius obtingit 
De reliquis autem rebus, in quibus tue dominacionis opem expetimus, 
ipse idem presentium lator te, tue si gratum erit dominationi, faciet 
certiorem. Et optime semper valeat tua nobis exoptatissima domina- 
tio, nostrum presidium singularissimum tociusque ecclesie solacium 
speciale. Scrip turn raptim Oxonie in nosire congregaiionis domo^ nonis 
Novembribus, Tue dominationis obsequentissimus Oxoniensium regen- 
tium cetus. 

260. 
To the Bishop of Norwich. 

Four general reputation for considering the poor and needy ^ testified 
by your numerous exhibitions for maintaining poor scholars, and by 
the extensive and beautiful buildings erected by you both here and at 
Norwich^ makes us bold to ask your help in a very great difficulty. 
The new school of theology still remains unfinished^ and unless your 
generous hand comes to our assistance^ we are at a loss to think how it 
can ever be completed. Moreover the late Earl of Worcester bequeathed 
to us a large number of books ; but, until a new library is provided^ 
we have no proper place for them. If in anstver to our most urgent 
request, you will undertake to supply these wants, not only will you 
secure for your name an everlasting remembrance, but here in Oxford 
we shall ever cherish the memory of your liberality and charity. 
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Rkverendo in Chrisio patri ac domino, Domino Waltera, Norwicenai 1470- 
Gpiscopo, Universilatis Oxoniensis magiatrorum regentium unanimis 
celUB, omni cum reverentia lante debita patemitati, salulcm plurimam 
dicit. Quoniam luam in omnes iiberaliiatem ac egregie in pauperes 
indigenlesque ardentiasimam carilalem pietatemque intelleximus, id 
adeo nos facit audaciores ut tuum ad auxilium permagna jam 
necessitate constiluti fagere con a rem ur. Tuam enim in gen tern 
munificenciam, non modo scobrium quam muliorum diuiurna exhi- 
bilio, veruno ' eliam permaxima alque preclarissima tam Nonvici quam 
Oxonie edificia, luam per dominationem nuperius perfeciissime con* 
snmmaCa, luce reddunt clariorem. AmplisKima igimr tua, in singuios 
opem tuam expetentes, cariiate frcti, mam piissimam dominationem 
petimus ac rogamus, quatinus ad nos etiam, nostramque ad rempub- 
licam pauperie confecLam, ipsas manua tuas, ad hujusmodi pietatia 
opera plurimum ante consuetas, digneris porrigere, novarum aacrc 
tbeologie scolarum edificio, que quidem longa jam tempera, quod 
taam non fugit discretionem, imperfecte steterunt, finem imponendo. 
Nam nisi tue dominationis iis succurrat paratissima liberatitas, quando 
eamm quamdiu expeclatam videbimus consummaltonem nos prorsus 
latet. Sumus quippe modo a Wigornie comite nupcr defuncio 
pluribus libria donati, ad quos profecto capiendos, priusquam nova 
fiat libraria, locum aptum non habemus. Ut igitur tua dominatio 
ipsum opus in se recipial, iterum atque iterum majorem in modum 
quesumus ac oramus. Quod ?i perficias, tuam percclebrem faraam 
nullum posthac seculum conticiscet. Tue preterea tanle lamque in Fol. tai b. 
almam matrem nostram liberalissime gratitudinis ac ferventissime 
caritaiis memoriam apud nos nulla unquam delebit oblivio, Et optime 
semper valeat lua multo omnium benignissima dominalio, magnificen- 
tisfiime domine nostcrque amaniissime in Christo pater. Scriptum 
raptim Oxonie in nosire congregalionis domo, north ipsii Novembrihus. 
Tue dominationis obscqueniissimus Oxonie regentium cetus unanimis. 



■ 36,. 

To the King (Henry VI). 

Whm wt heard Ihai you had recm'cred tht Ihront, wt f tit glad Ikat 
you had been restored, as it was just that you should be, to your former 
dignity ; and at the same lime we rejoiced, because in you we have onee 
more a monarch who is a true lover and defender of the Church and of 
this University. The happy circumstances loo of your restitution, without 
' vtmm iciam repeated Jo MS. 
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bloodshed and beyond all human expectation, art undoubtedly the work of 
the divine hand. Even David, the chosen of God, obtained not his throne 
without a great sacrifice of human life, and Solomon could reign in 
peace only by the murder of his brother. We thank God, therefore, 
who has thus given us calm and peace again after the whirlwind of 
strife ! and in the future years of tranquillity we now hope to enjoy, we 
humbly pray that you will continue to show us the same favour as 
heretofore. 

Illustrissimo ac Christian issimo principi Henrico, Dei gratia Anjlie 
et Francie regi invjctissimo, sui humillimi ac obsequentissimi oraiores. 
Universiiatis Oxoniensis magislrorum regent ium unanimis eel us, 
omni cum subjectione tante lamque exceilenlissime debita celsitudini, 
Balutenn plurimam dicunt. Cum dudum tuam regiam potestalem, 
screnissime princpps, te renaclum inlL-lleximus, non modo lue gratula- 
bamur celsitudini, quod pristinum ad stalum summamque dignitatem, 
ut dignum fuerat, es permaximo cum honore regrcssus ; verum quod 
nobis regem tam magnificentissimum, tamque nosire totiusque ecclesie 
amantissimum, ac ecclesiaslicarum tibertamm non solum dcfensorem 
sed eliam auciorem multo omnium amplissimura, redditum atque 
restitulum haberemus; sumus quoque quamplurimum gavisi. Asi 
id adco majori nos afficil lelitia quod preler spem uliraque omnem 
humanam esiimalionem, summa, quod profeclo credendum est, divina 
proridentia, regiam ipsam majestatem, omni bello oranique pO| 
clade prorsus semola, reSdcptus es. Nam tale antehac lamque 
preclarum ac felix facinus ne unquam quidem audivimus obtigisse.^ 
Ipse enim regius prophela Daxid, quem a Deo electum 
eloquio accepimus. sine maxima hominum cede sineque regii sanguinis 
effusione regnum divinitus sibi provisum obiinere non poluit, Ipsum 
preterea regem pacificum Dominoqne amabilem, sapientissimum 
loquimur Salomonem, baud secus quam fralema nece regni sui- 
tranquillitate polilum sacra nos edocet scriptura. Unde ipsi miserwi 
cordissimo Domino, a quo hec ccteraque cmicta procederc bona^ 
dignoscuntur, inlimtas ac habemus ac agimus gratias, luum qill^ 
regnum, lanta quiete tantaque reipublice salute, ex tanlo tamque 
ingenti turbine ac dissensione libi quam misericorditer reddidit ac 
pacavit: cujus tranquillum stabilimenlum multa jam tcmpora dura- 
tunim firmius speramus, idque exopiamus permaxime. Tua igitur 
singtitarissima gratia, quam almam in Universitalem matrcm nostram 
pre victoriosissimis ac preclarissimis progeniloribus tuis, hujus nobills- 
simi regni monarchis inclilissirais, actenus semper benignissimft 
magnificeniissimeqiie ostendisii, freti, tuam eelsitudinem itenim aiqtie" 
iterum majorem in modum qucsumus ct oramus humillime, quatintu 
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eodem te gratiosissimo animo in nos nostramque almam matrem, 
quo hucusque fueris, semper posthac fore sentiamus. Nos vero 
omnes — ita quidem esse debemus — tue celsitudinis perpetuos poUi- 
cemur observantissimos oratores. £t optime valeat, longaque secula 
felicissime vivat, tua majestas regia, serenissime ac gratiosissime 
princeps. Raptim ex iue Universiiatis Oxoniensis congregationis 
domoy undevicesimo Kalendas Januarias, Tui humillimi ac sempitemi 
oratores, Universitatis Oxoniensis magistrorum regentium unanimis 
cetus. 

Caution deposited in the Chest of ' Four Keys/ as 
security for prosecuting an appeal. 

Sextodecimo die Januarii, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo H7o* 
septuagesimo, imposita est in cistam quatuor clavium caucio magistri 
Ricardi Estmond, pro appellacione ^ ab eo facta prosequenda, duo 
solidi. 

EoDEH die imposita est caucio magistri Willelmi Axham, de appeila- 
cione prosequenda, tres solidi quatuor denarii. 

Acquittances of Eynsham and Oseney Abbeys. 

QuiNTO die Aprilis sigillate sunt communi sigillo Universitatis due HT^* 
acquietancie pro Abbate et conventu de Eynsham, et una acquietancia 
pro Abbate et conventu de Osney, secundum formam prius scriptam. 

Tercio die Decembris sigillata est acquietancia pro Abbate et 1471. 
conventu de Eynsham, pro sedecim solidis, anno Domini millesimo 
quadringentesimo septuagesimo primo ^ 

Another deposit of caution for prosecution of an appeal. 

Tercio decimo die Marcii, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo M-T^* 
septuagesimo primo, imposita est in cistam quatuor clavium cautio 
domini Humfridi Hawardyn, pro appellacione per eum facta prose- 
quenda, duo solidi. 

262. 

To the Bishop of Bath and Wells, Lord Chancellor. Fol. 122 a. 

TTiough affairs of siate^ wherein your wise conduct is a matter of 
public notoriety^ have made large demands upon your time and attention; 
you cannot ^ we are sure^ have forgotten the University^ our mother^ 

» appaUatume MS. « Sec pp. 357 to 363. 
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whom^ while you were with uSy you so ably served TJoith both pen and 
tongue ; nor have you failed^ no doubt ^ to defend her fair fame when 
assailed by detractors. Since, then, your influence with the King is 
great, we have the less fear of our enemies ; relying on your good 
offices, if the King should be prejudiced against us by malevolent tongues, 
to disabuse his mind, restore his gdod-will towards us, and defend our 
interests, 

1471. Reverendo in Christo patri ac domino, Domino Roberto, Wellensi 

et Bathoniensi episcopo, regni Anglie Cancellario, suoque domino 
singularissimo Universitatis Oxoniensis magistrorum regencium 
unanimis cetus, summa cum reverencia, salutem plurimam dicit 
Quamquam tua prudencia, prestantissime domine, circa totius regni 
rempublicam jam diu observata est, permagnam operam summamque 
diligenciam in ipsius tuicione ac regimine ponendo ; nunquam tamen, 
ut credimus, alma mater nostra Oxonia, in qaam, cum 'apud nos olim 
eras, tuam pietatem magnitudine crebritateque officiorum tam calamo 
quam lingua notissimam effecisti, eo oblivionis apud tuam patemitatem 
venire potuit, quin interea de ea sepenumero cogitares ; ac, si quorutn- 
vis ipsam mordacibus verbis vituperio datam accepisti, eorum 
oblatrantia confutares ora; pro illiusque fama integerrime conservanda 
sermonem jucundissime faceres. Unde, cum tuam gravitatem apud 
regiam celsitudinem plurimum jam valere intelligimus, atque tuam 
dominationem amantissimam nobis paratissimam speramus, invido- 
rum, si qui sunt, maledice lingue nobis minori erunt formidini. Tua 
igitur humanitate innataque in nos nostramque almam matrem 
caritate freti, tuam prudentissimam dominationem majorem in modum 
quesumus ac oramus, quatinus, si illustrissimum principem regem 
nostrum nobis, quod superi prohibeant, succensere presensisses ^ nos 
in ejus graciam reducere nitaris ; nee, cum id optime et scis et potes, 
donee perficies desistas. Si quid preterea negocii nostra pro republica 
apud celsitudinem regiam posthac obtinget, noster specialissimus 
digneris esse patronus. Nos vero illius fidelissimos ac perpetuos 
oratores semper futuros pollicemur; tuaque dominatio nobis servitori- 
bus utetur obsequentissimis. Et optime valeat longaque secula 
felicissime vivat tua nobis singularissima dominatio. Raptim ex nosire 
congregacionis domo Oxonie, quarto Kalendas Quintiles, 

' presentiscet MS. 
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263. 
To the King (Edward IV). 



Your formir victories, though wt heard of them with great pUatt. 
did not give us the jiy wt fed <m account of that you. hni€ recently obtained ; 

for by it the civil war, which has well-nigh destroyed the kingdom, has been 
brought to an end, and a king at once most wise and successful restored^ 
as by a miracle, to his throne. Henceforth, under your government we 
need fear no enemy, and can pass our lives in peace. We thank God, 
therefore, the giver of this and all other good gifts, that he has subdued 

your enemies under you and delivered you from such great perils ; and, 
relying upon the benevolence you showed us in the past, we humbly beseech 

you to continue the same gracious favour in future. 

Illustrissimo ac Christianissimo principi Edwardo, Dei grada 
Anglic et Francie regi victoriosissimo, sui humillimi obsequentissiraique 
oralores, Universitaiis Oxoniensia magislrorum regenlium ac non- 
regentium unanimis cetus, omni cum subjeccione tanle lamque 
excel lentissi me debila celsitudini, salutetn plurimam dicunt. Tametsi 
tuis priores victorias preclarissimas, inviclissime princeps, nobis, ut 
quam dignissimc fuerani, porgraias esiilisse ceriuni est ; he tamen, 
quas tua nuper nacta est cclsitudo, nos longe majoti expkvcrunt 
gaudio: Cum quod per eas ipsi inteslino civilique bello— quod quidem 
hoc fernie pessumdedit regnum — finem jam perfectum posueris, turn 
eliam quod eisdum le rcgeni quam sapic-ntissimum ac multo omnium 
victoriosissinium regno tuo tam graciose et, ut sic toquamur, tanio 
miraculo redditum ac restitututn habcmus. Nam dehinc, quatndiu 
nos legii tui tua majestale regta utemur gubeniatrice, null! unquam 
hostes nobis, quod finnius speramus, fonnidini quovis pacto futuri 
sunt ; sed luo sub gratiosissimo regimine multa nos lempora tran- 
quil lam ac feliccm agemus vitam. Unde ipsi misericordissimo 
Domino, a quo liec celeraque cuncta procedere bona dinoscuntur, 
et habemus el agimus gracias infinitas ; tuam qui celsiludinem a lot 
tantisque periculis liberavit, Inimicos tuis manibus subdidit, omnibusque 
luis rebus gloriosissime gealia auxilio singularissimo fuit. Tua igitur 
abtmdantissima gracia, quam almam in Universiialem noslram hactenus 
benignissime magnificentissimeque oslendisti, freti, tuam celsitudinem 
itenun atque iterum quesumus ac oramus humillime, quaiinus eodem 
graciosissimo animo in noa nostramque almam matrem, quo hucusque 
fueris, nun quam posthac fore desinas. Nos vero omnes lue 
celsiludinia, ut esae profcclo debitum esl, ftituros pollicemur perpetuos 
obBcrvandasimos oraiores. Et optime Gemper valeai, longaque Eecula 
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felicissime vivat lua majcstas regia, serenissime ac graciosissintefl 
princeps. Ex Universilatis Oxoniemis congregationis domo, 
Kalendas QuinliUs. 

264. 
b. To the King (Edward IV). 

When your very kind and acceplahh Utter was riad in eongregatiom, 
we were all very glad lo find that the mailer wherein you required 
our obedience was so easy to accomplish ; for had you demanded a vay 
hard thing, we should have incurred the charge of disobedience and 
ingratitude, if we had not performed it. We thank you for the eonfit 
tion of our ancient privileges and your promise of future enlargement 
them ; and pray you to receive with favour the bearer of this letter 
the petition thereof 

Serenissimo ac metuendissiino principi Edwardo, Dei grada Anglic 
et Francie regi illustrissimo, sui humillimi aique perpetui oratoresi 
obsequentissimique subject!, Universilatis Oxoniensia Commissarius et 
procuratores magislrorumque regentium unanimis cetus, omni cum 
subjeccione tanie tarn que excellentissime debita inajestaii, sese 
humillime faciunt recommissos. Cum tuas nobis suavissimas ac 
perjucundas liiieras, inclitissime princeps, quas lua ad nos jamdudum 
miltere dignata est celsitudo, nostra in congregacione reciiatas 
haberemus, quam plurimum sumus gavisi, quod re tarn facili morem 
gerere possemus tue graciosissioie voluntati. Nam si rem pergrandem. 
factuque durissimam tua gratia jussisset, nisi ad earn obeundam 
essemus paratissimi. nos officii nostri immemores ingratosque posset 
not) injuria dicere. Nan enitn nos fugit quantis a tua munificencia 
quamque ingeniibus alma maier nostra donala est beneficiis, nontnodo 
ea omnia privilegia, que eidem tui illustrissimi progenitores con- 
cesserunt, graciosissime conlirmando, verum etiam ad ipsa, si opus 
erit, amplificanda tuam promptissimam pollicendo graciam. Unde 
tue serenitati, ut proculdubio habemus, permaximas agimus gracias, 
tuamque majestatem iterum atque iterum majorem in modum quesu- 
mus ac oramus humillime omnes, quatenus earn venerabilis doctor, 
quo liiterarum presentium Jatore ulimur, hac in re, quam modo nostra 
pro republica petiturus rogaturusque est, exorabilem inveniat, Speramus 
quidem id, quod antea lue Universitati matrt noalre ullro donarat tua 
magnificent bsima gracia, ne ullo jam pacto posse esse negatum, 
Optime semper valeat, longaque secula felicissime vivat tua serenissima 
majestas, victoriosissime princeps. Ex tue Universitatis Oxoniensis 
congregationis domo, Idibus iptis Octobris. 



\ 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



265. 



[ To Master Thomas Graunt, precentor of S. Paul's, 
London. 

r filial affection for this University is such that ynu place our 
rests and honour before everything, and the monument in our library 
of this your tender regard is no small comfort to us. Had others been 
as mindful of her as we have found you, she would not be lying in the 
poverty we now see, but would be prosperous and strong. When you were 
proctor here you discharged your duties with prudence and diligence, and 
since you left us, no pressure of other business has made you neglect our 
interests. Accept our grateful thanks for your goodness and remain, we 
entreat you, in the same mind. 

LiTTFRATissiMO ac gravissimo viro, magislro Thome Graunt, ecclesie 
S. PauH Londoniis quam egregio precentori, Universilatis Oxoniensis 
tnagisirorum regenciuni unanimis cetua, cum creberrimis graciarum 
accionibus, quam plurimam salutem. Quoniam tuam carilatem pieia- 
temque, amanlissime pater, almam in mairem nostram Oxoniam semper 
tantam fuisse expert! sumus, ut ipsius commodo ac honore nihil opta- 
bilius essel, quotiens nostre reipublice pauperiem memoria repeliraus, 
tuus ille ferventissimus amor, in cujus monimentum ac pignus nostra 
in bibliolheca preclarissimum munus tuum perpetuo residere fecisii, 
haud parum nos consolatur. Si enim ceteri matris nostre filii illius 
tarn memores, ut te intelligimus, extitissent, nostra respublica, quam 
modo paupertate atque penuria affeciam humili jacentem loco cemimus, 
satis prospera salisquc polluns videretur. Nam tu. quern olim, cum 
apud nos eras, ipsius procuratorem diligenlissimum prudentissimumque 
fuisse certissimum est, ne unquam quidem postea animum inducere 
potuisti, licet absens, licet quam pluribus aliis negociis impeditus 
fueria, quin pro ea accuratissime procurare ac agere conareris. Unde 
tue paternitati, ut profecto ' habemus, quam masimas agimus gralias : 
uique posthac eadem beiievolencia eodemque amantissimo animo 
nostram in Universitatem esse perseveres, te itenim atque iterum 
majorem in modum quesumus ac oramus. Nos vcro lui, ut certe 
debemus, perpelui erimus oratores. Et optime semper valeat, felici- 
lerque vivat tua nobis perjucunda palernitaa. Rapiim Oxonie, ex 

a/re congregalionis domo, se.xlodecimo Kalendas fanuarias. 

' profaU MS. I 
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Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presenles, nos Georgium Nevyl, UniversitatiE 
Oxoniensis Canceliarium, Nicholaum Good el Ricardum Davys, pro- 
curaiores Universitatis anledicte, recepisse et habuisse, die conreccionU 
presentium, de Abbate et convenlu de Oseney, in comitatu Oxoniensi, 
viginli sex solidos octo denarios sterlingonim, in completam solu- 
cionem cujusdam annue pens ion is predicte Universitati per prefatos 
Abbalem et conventum debiie : De quibus qoidem viginti sex solidis 
ocio denariis fatemur nos fore solutos, diclosque Abbatem et con- 
ventum inde acquietamus per presentes, sigillo nostro communi sig- 
natas. Datum in nottri congrrgalionis domo, quarlodecimo die MareVf.m 
anne regni rtgis Edwardi quarti post conqueslum duodecimo '. 
Hec dicta acqaietAncia ccal sigiltata die et anno supradictis. 

Letter testimonial for Master William Rawlyos. 
Fol. 133 a- Universis sancie mairis ecclesie fiiiis, ad quos presentes litters 
pcrvenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis celusque unanimis I 
magisirorum regencium in eadeni, salutcm in omnium Salvatore. Inter J 
cetera humanitalis oflicia nobis, qui sciencie ac vinutis studia pro-l 
(itemur, singular! quodam modo debitum est vires morum gravitate aej 
sciencia preditos digne laudis testimonio juvare : enimvero duitt j 
siudiosis et eruditis hominibus laus digna tribuitur, reliqui ad cape»^f 
sendam vinutis ac sciencie viam concitatius ardentiusque hortaniur.J 



Hec et hujusmodi 

per lil 

Wiltelmus Rawlyns 

adeo siudiose 



: nostre con side racionis oculos statuentes, hait'fl 
, quod predilectus nobis confrater, magisterl 
stre Universitatis predicte artium magister, v 
e honesta, diclaque in facultate apprime doctu 
um morum gravitate vitam nobiscum transegit^l 
quod in eadem Tacultate apud nos ad magistraluii apicem honorilicvl 
provehi meritus fnit ; exinde vero regentiam, ac quecumque ad tantf ' 
gradus solemnitatem attinebant, laudabiliter pierimplevit. Ut igitur 
hujus testificationis gratia omnium uberiorem consequatur favorem, 
nostras litteras presentes commimi dicte Universitatis sigillo fecimus 
consignari. Datum in nostre congregalionis domo, guartodecimo Kalendat J 
Aprilis. anno Domini millesimo quadrivgenttsimo scptuagesimo prima. 

Letter testimonial for Master William More. 
Universes sancte mairis ecclesie fiiiis, ad quos presentes littere per- 1 
venerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimia j 
magistrorum regeniium in eadem, saluiem in omnium SalvatorcJ 
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Inter celera human i talis ojScia nobis, qui sciencic ac viriuiis stuilia 
profitemur, singulari quodam modo debilum est viros morum gravitate 
ac sciencia preditos digne laudis testimonio juvare ; enimvero duni 
studiosis enidilisque hominibus laus digna tribuitur, reliqui ad capes- 
seodam virtutis ac sciencie viam concilatios ardenliusque hortanlur. 
Hec ac hujusmodi ante nosire consideration is oculos statuentes, has 
per lillcras altestamur, quod predileclus nobis confraler, magister 
Willelmus More, nostre Universitatis predicte artium magister, vir 
quidem conversalione honesta dictaque in facultate apprime doctus, 
adeo sludiose una cum morum gravitate vitatn noblscum transegit, 
quod in eadem facultate apud nos ad magistralus apicem honorilice 
provehi merilus fuii ; exinde vero regentiam, ac quecunque ad tanti 
gradus Bolemnitatem attinebant, laudabililer perimplevil. Ut igilur 
hujus lesliiicationis gratia omnium uberiorem consequaiur favorem, 
nostras liiieras presentes communi dtcte Universitatis sigillo fecimus 
consignari. Datum in nosire congregalionis damo, quarlodecimo Kaiendas 
Ap rilis, anno Donu'ni milksimo quadringenlnimo sfptuaginmo primo. 

^^k Citation of the Abbot of Eynsham. 

^^^Pfm are hereby summoned lo appear within twenty days after service 

^^^^this citation at S, Mary's Chureh, and account for the arrears 0/ the 
annual pension, due from you and unjustly withheld^. 

Cancellarius Universitatis Ononiensis, necnon ejusdem procura- 
tores celusque unanimis magislrorum regenltum, Abbati de Eynsham, 
in comitalu Oxonie, saJutem, Tcnore presentium te ciiamus, prime, 
Bccundo, et lertio ac peremplorie, mandamusque quod coram nobis 
personaliler compareas, in nostre congregation is domo in ecclesia 
Beate Marie Virginis dicle Universitatis, infra viginli dies post ciia- 
lionem tibi in hac parte factam, responsurus ac satisfaciurus pro 
quibusdam annuis pensionibus prefate Universitati debitis, ac per te 
injuste retentis, Ad quod quidera faciendum juramenti vinculo te 
noveris esse aslrictum. Datum in nostre congregalionis domo, nostra 

^^^mJ communi sigiilo, undecimo die Mail, anno Domini milksimo quadrin- 

^^^b^timo septuagesimo secundo. 

^^B Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovEm.NT universi per presenles, nos Thomam Chaundelere Uni- 
versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Willelmum Major ac Johannem 
Acheley, ejusdem Universitatis procuralores, recepisse et habuisse, die 
confectionis presentium, dc Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in comitatu 
Merlingorum, pro quadam pensione predicte 



Oxoniensi st-decim sol id 05 



a have tieen ptid the foUowiag yeac. Cf. pp. 403-5. 



400 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



Universilati debila, ac per eosdem Abbatem el conventum ad fesH 
S. Nicholai solvenda: De quibus quiilem sedecim solidia ratemur no9 
fore solutOB, dictosque Abbaiem et conventum inde acquietamus per 
presenles sigiilo nostra commiini signatas. Datum in nestrt congrega- 
tionis demo, quintodecimo die Januarii, anno regni regis Edwardi qutaH 
post eonquesit 



I 



266. 
b. To the King (Edward IV). 

Your previous letters have been received by us with the greatest pkasun 
and respect, but this last more so than all be/ore. We shall keep il as 
a precious treasure among our muniments, and as a proof not only of 
your grace and favour to the clerks of Oxford, and to Churchmen 
generally — which is well known — but also of your intention to be 
protector in all dangers. We do not find that any of your predeces 
have promised so much. Hilherlo we have needed the intervention 
a bishop, a duke, or other exalted person to bring our needs before 
King. Henceforth we shall be able to pursue our studies in sei 
fearing no violation of our privileges. As you have permitted us tt 
our Chancellor we have chosen Master Chaundeler,your Chaplain, 
we believe Ike choice will be agreeable to you, and thai H has been da-eel 
by the Spirit of God. 

VicTORiosissiMO ac meluendissimo principi Edwardo, Dei gracia 
Anglie et Francie regi illuslrissimo, humillimi sui ac perpelui oraiores 
obsequentissimique subjecti, Universitalis Oxoniensis regencium cetus 
unanimis, omni cum subjeccione tante tamque e see lien lis si me debila 
majestali. sese faciunt recommissos. Quanquam reverendissimas omnes 
toas litteras antehac ad nos iransmissas, serenissime princeps, re- 
colendas, suaves, plurimumque pergratas censtiimus, ille tamen, quaa 
jamdudum benignissitna gracia lua nobis millere dignaia est, maxime 
nobis jucundtlali atque gaudio fuerunt. Cum has per litteras, que 
profecto tanquam preciosissimus thesaurus inter munimenta ac privi- 
legia nostra, in testimonium tui in nos precipui favoris ac gracie, 
perpetuo sunt conservande, te non modo noslri cleri Oxoniensis 
graciosissimum dominum, uti omnium dignosceris ecclesiasticorum, 
verum eiiam proiectorem nostrum singularissimum ; sub cujus alarum 
defensionem, quociens opus fuerit, concurrere valearaus, quod utique 
nobis tuorutn inclitissimorum progenitorum scripsisse aut concessisse 
invenimus neminem, posthac futurum gratiose pollicitus es. Aliquando 
enim ponliRcis sive duels, alteriusve cujusplam poleniis 
nostras regie celsiludini necessitudines referret, causasque ageret 
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magnopere indigentes, nunc tua proleccione &eti, nichil no'^is.dasnni, 
nichil noslre matri lue Universitali Oxoniensi nocumenti, nichil •firfri- 
legiis ac liberiatibus noslris limenlcs derogacionis, futuris semper ttip^ '. 
poribus, ui speramus, tuo muniminc aecuri litlerarura studiis operaM* 
quieiissime dabimus. Unde lue celsitudini. quantas in omni quamque . 
ingentes gracias agere poterimus, (ideliiale, obscquio, omniumque 
oracionum suffragiis eas ne unquam referre desislemus. Verum cum 
tua gracia nobis liberam Cancellarii nostri modo concesserit elec- 
cionem, litlerattssimum sane gravissimumque dociorem, lue celsi- 
"ludinis capellanum, magislrum Thomam Cbaundelere, turn quod 
prudeocia gravilaleque eo, antea plurimis annis, functus officio, salia 
apud nos probatus esset, tum quod hoc facto crederemus noH posse 
non mediocriier tuc morem gerere voluntati, unanimi nostrum omnium 
consensu elegimus Cancellarium. Qualem si quandoque fortassis 
eleccionem inter nos fuisse, non crebrius tamen, id ui coiifidimus 
Spiritu Sane to dirigente, obligisse meminimuB. Tanlisper ilaque 
superis faveniibus speramus proculduhio felicem noa acluros viiam, 
dum rege lam preclarissimo inter omnes mundi principes precipuo ac 
preslantissimo protectore nosiro, tamque gravi ac probaio Cancellario 
tua sub gracia ooslro utemur gubernalore. Optirae ergo valeat, longaque 
secula felicissime vivat serenissima majestas tua, victoriosissime ac 
metuendissime prtnceps. Ex lue Universilatis Oxoitifnsis congrega- 
rioHU domo, icrcio Nonas Junias. 
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Letter tesUmoslal for Master Isaac Cusag. 



iKivsiisis sancle malris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes litlere per- 
venerint, Universilatis Oxoniensis Cancellarius cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regent ium in eadem salulem in omnium Salvaiore. 
Inter cetera humanitatis officia nobis, qui sciencie el virtmis siudia 
pTofitemur, singulari quodam modo debitum est viros morum gravitate 
« sciencia preditos digne laudis teslimonio juvare : enimvero, dum 
studiosis eruditisque hominibus laus digna inbuilur, rcliqui ad capes- 
sendam virtulis ac sciencie viam conciiacius ardenciusque hortanlur. 
Hec et hujusmodi ante nostre consideracionis oculos staiuenies has 
per litieras aitestamur, quod predileclus nobis confrater, magiater 
Isaac Cusag, ordinis minorum, nostre Universitaiis predicte sacre 
theologie professor, vir quidem conversacione honesta diciaque in 
facaltate apprime doctus, adeo siudiose una cum morum gravitate 
vitam nobiscum transegit quod in eadem facilitate apud nos ad 
doctoraius apicem honorilice proveclus ' est ; exinde vero regenciam, 
' prvotslus M.S. 
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et qaepurfque ad tanti gradus solennitatem attinebant, laudabiliter 

prnpfJevit. Ut igitur hujus testificacionis gracia omnium uberiorem 

;'(iQ]&6equatur favorem, nostras litteras presentes communi Universitatis 

'ptedicte sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum in nosire cangregactoms 

**• domo, sexto Idus ApriliSy anno Domini millesimo quadringenUsimo septua* 

gesimo tercio. 

Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

H73* NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Willelmum Major et Johannem 
Acheley, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die 
confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Oseney in comitata 
Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos octo denarios sterlingorum bone et 
legalis monete Anglie, pro quadam pensione predicte Universitati per 
prefatum Abbatem et conventum debita: De quibus quidem viginti 
sex solidis octo denariis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictumque Abbatem 
et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes [sigillo nostro communi 
signatas] *. Datum in nostre congregacionis domo, vicesimo tercio die 
Marcii, anno regni regis Edwardi quarti post conquestum terciodecimo, 

267. 
Fol. 134 a. To Master T. Chaundelere, Chancellor. 

T?u Dean of the Chapel rcyaly Master W, Dudley ^ beir^ prevented ^ by 
attendance on the King and Queen j from coming to Oxford to take the 
oathy required in the ^ grace* granted to him, we, considering the circum- 
stances and his well-known benevolence to us, have dispensed with his 
attendance here, and authorize you to administer the usual inceptors oath 
to him, either at London or Westminster, in the presence of six Masters 
of Arts, 

1473. Gravissimo ac reverendo patri dominoque nostro singularissimo, 

Magistro Thome Chaundelere, sacre theologie professori, almeque 
Universitatis matris nostre Oxoniensis Cancellario, ejusdem Universi- 
tatis Commissarius et procuratores magistrorumque regencium una- 
nimis cetus, summa cum reverencia et honore, quam plurimam salutem. 
Quoniam nos jamdudum, singularissime domine, ex fide digna relacione 
certiores facti sumus prenobilem virum * magistrum Willelmum Dudley, 
regie capelle decanum, adeo^ serenissimi regis nostri regineque ac 
regni negociis detentum esse, quod ad nos, pro juramenti secundum 
quandam sue gracie condicionem recepcione, accedere nequeat ; hinc 

* These four words arc added on the margin, but by the same hand as the text. 
' W. Dudley (or Sutton), third son of the eighth Lord Dudley, afterwards Bishop 
of Durham. ' ode MS. 
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est quod nos id, atque quo quantoque animo ac benevolencia ipse in 
nos nostramque rempublicam antehac fuerit, considerantes, quoad illam 
secum dispensavimus condicionem ; ita quod is a tua dominacione 
Londoniis sive apud Westmonasterium juramentum, magistris arcium 
suis in incepcionibus dari consuetum, in sex magistrorum presentia 
recipiat. Tua igitur dominatio peractis iis, que presencium lator 
ostendet perimplenda, illud sibi juramentum ibidem nostre congrega- 
cionis auctoritate dare, eumque secundum dicte gracie formam ad- 
mittere dignetur, uti tue dominationi gratiose concessiun est. £t 
optime valeat, longaque saecula felicissime vivat tua exoptatissima 
dominatio. Raptim ex nostre congregationt's domOy sexto Kalendas 
AprtUs, 

Citation of Master Colay. 

Vour vexatious prosecution 0/ Master Henry Carlyle is reported to us, 

you are therefore hereby peremptorily cited to appear before us at S, Marys 

Churchy to answer for this your attempted violation of our privilege, on 

pain of excommunication, within three days after you shall have been 

served with this notice. 

Cancellarius ac procuratores Universitatis Oxoniensis, necnon et T473. 
ejusdem magistrorum regentium unanimis cetus domino Michaeli 
Colay, utroque in jure bacallario, perpetuoque ecclesie S. Michaelis de 
Hyworth vicario, salutem. Quoniam ex fide digna relacione certiores 
nuper facti sumus per te confratrem nostrum, magistrum Henricum 
Carlyle, in artium facultate prefate Universitatis actualiter regentem, 
injuste vexatum esse, contra nostra privilegia et statuta, quibus te 
juramenti vinculo novimus astrictum; hinc est quod nos tenore 
presendum te citamus, primo, secundo, et tertio ac peremptorie, 
mandamusque quod coram nobis, in nostre congregationis domo in 
ecclesia Beate Marie Oxonie, personaliter compareas, infra tres dies 
post citacionem tibi in hac parte factam proximo futuros, responsurus 
lis que tibi ibidem restant proponenda, sub pena excommunicacionis 
protinus infligenda. Datum in nostre congregationis domo, nostro com- 
muni sub sigillo, tercio die Aprilis, anno Domini millesimo quadringen- 
tesimo septuagesimo tertio. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- H73« 
versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Willelmum Major et Johannem 
Acheley, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die 
confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in comi- 
tatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos sterlingorum bone ac legalis monete 
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Anglie, in partem solutionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Uni- 
versitati per prefatum Abbatem et conventum debite: De quibas 
quidem viginti sex solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem 
et conventmn inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi 
signatas. Datum in nosire congregaitonis domo^ sepHmo die Apriiis, 
anno regni regis Edwardi quarti post conquestum tercio-decimo. 

Another acquittance of the same Abbey. 

1473. NovERiNT imiversi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 

versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Willelmum Major et Johannem 
Acheley, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die 
confectionis presencium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in 
comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos sterlingorum bone ac legalis 
monete Anglie, in plenam solutionem cujusdam annue pensionis pre- 
dicte Universitati per prefatum Abbatem et conventum debite: De 
quibus quidem viginti sex solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque 
Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro 
communi signatas. Datum in nostre congregationis domo^ octavo die 
Aprilis^ anno regni regis Edwardi quarti post conquestum tertio decimo. 

Another acquittance of the same Abbey. 

1473* NovKRiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chawndelere Uni- 
versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Ricardum ffytjjames et Johannem 
Netilton, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die 
confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in comi- 
tatu Oxoniensi, sedecim solidos sterlingorum, pro quadam pendone 
predicte Universitati debita, ac per eosdem Abbatem et conventum ad 
festum Sancti Nicholai solvenda : De quibus quidem sedecim solidis 
fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde ac- 
quietamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in 
nostre congregationis domOy tertio decimo die Decembrisy anno regni regis 
Edwardi quarti post conquestum tertio decimo. 

Fol. ia4b. Testimonial letter for Master Peter ffranco. 

1473. Univkrsis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere per- 

venerint,Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis ejusdemque magistrorum 
regentium unanimis cetus salutem in omnium Salvatore. Quanquam 
inter cetera humanitatis officia Christiane professionis unumquemque 
veritati equum est testimonium perhibere, nobis tamen, qui sciencie ac 
veritatis studia profitemur, modo quodam singulari debitum est viros 
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quosque, cum opus erit, veritatis testimonio juvare. Stoicis enim 
placere accepimus, que in terns gignuntur ad usum hominum creari 
omnia, homines autem causa hominum esse generatos, ut ipsi inter se 
alius alii prodesse possint. Hec nimirum atque hujusmodi ante nostre 
considerationis oculos statuentes, has per litteras attestamur, quod 
predilectus nobis confrater, magister Petrus ffranco, sacre theologie 
professor, vir quidem conversacione honesta atque dicta in facultate 
apprime doctus, adeo studiose, una cum morum gravitate, post suam 
nobiscum sub bachilariatus ardum gradu incorporationem, vitam trans- 
egit, quod apud nos primo in artium facultate ad magistratus apicem 
honorifice provectus est; deinde autem regentiam ac quecumque ad 
tanti gradus solemnitatem attinebant laudabiliter perimplevit; turn 
vero idem ad libri sententiarum lecturam admissus ; postremo in sacra 
theologia summum ilium magistratus gradum non immerito solemniter 
suscepisse certissime dinoscitur. Ut igitur hujus testificacionis gratia 
omnium uberiorem consequatur favorem, presentes litteras conmiuni 
Universitatis sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum Oxonie in nostre con- 
gregatwms domo^pridie Nonas Quintiles, anno Domini milUsimo quadrin- 
genUsimo septuagesimo teriio. 

Acquittance of Ejmsham Abbey. 

NoTERiNT universi per presentes nos, Tbomam Chaundelere, Uni- 1474* 
versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Ricardum flflfgames et Johannem 
NettQton, ejusdem ' Universitatis procuratores, recepisse ac habuisse, 
die confeccionis presencium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsbam in 
comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos sterlingorum bone ac legalis 
monete An^ie, in partem soludonis cujusdam annue pensionis pre- 
dicte Universitati per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite : De 
qnibos quidem vigioti sex solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque 
Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro 
communi signatas. Datum in nostre congregcUionis domo, ncno die 
Marcii, anno regm regis Edwardi quarti post conquatum quarto- 
decimo. 

Another acquittance of the same Abbey. 

NoTEEDTT nnivcrs per presentes nos, Tlxxnam Chaundelere, Uni- 1474. 
versitatis Oxoniensis CaDcellanuro. Ricardum ffitTJames et Johannem 
Nettihon, cjosdem Universiutis procuratores, recepisse ac habmssc, die 
confeccionis presentium. de Abbate et conventu de Ejnjbfaam in 
cofnitata Oxoniensi, \iginti sex solidos steiixngorum bone et legalis 
monete Ang:iie, in oompklam sohxtionem cnjosdam annoe pensionis 

> efusMS. 
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predlcte Universitati per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite : De 
quibus quidem viginti sex solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque 
Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro 
communi signatas. Datum in nostre congregaiionts damOy viasimo nono 
die Marciiy anno regni regis Edvoardi quarti post conquestum quarUh 
decimo. 

Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

H74« NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Cbaundelere Uni- 

versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellariimi, Ricardum ffit\james et Johannem 
Nettilton, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confeccionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Oseney in 
comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos octo denarios sterlingorum 
bone ac legalis monete Anglie, in solutionem cujusdam annue pen- 
sionis predicte Universitati per prefatos Abbatem et conventum 
debite: De quibus quidem viginti sex solidis octo denariis fatemur 
nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus 
per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in nostre con- 
gregatioms domo^ tricesimo die Marcii, anno regni regis Edwardi quartz 
post conquestum quartodecimo, 

FoL 135 a. Testimonial letter for Master John Acheley. 

In addition to the usual' testimony as to learning and moral character , 
and the gravity and regularity of his conduct^ which caused him to be 
appointed to the office of proctor ^ we declare moreover that Master 
Acheley has^ so far as it is possible for us to know ^ purged himself of the 
charge of having mortally wounded one Gabriel Holme^ during his term 
of office. In the presence of an honourable assembly he^ with thirty other 
masters, laying their hands on the Holy Gospels, made oath that neither 
as principal or accessory was he guilty of the said crime, and we desire 
therefore that his innocence should be known to all men, 

H74« Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerint, Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancel larius cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. Inter 
cetera quippe humanitatis oflScia, nobis, qui sciencie ac virtutis studia 
profitemur, singulari quodam modo debitum est, vires morum gravitate 
ac scientia preditos digne laudis testimonio juvare : enimvero dum 
studiosis eruditisque hominibus laus digna tribuitur, reliqui ad capes- 
sendam virtutis ac scientie viam concitacius ardentiusque hortantur. 
Hec et hujusmodi ante nostre consideracionis oculos statuentes, has 
per litteras attestamur, quod predilectus nobis confrater, magister 
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Joacnes Acheley, artium raagister, adeo sludiose una cum morum 
gravitate vitam nobiscum transegtt, quod, turn ob illius laudabilem 
scienliam, turn eliam ob ejus preclarissimos mores ac viriutes, ipsum 
in Universitaiis nostre procuratorem elegimua. Qui in ipso ofTicio, 
quantum nos accipere poiuimus, bene ac laudabiiiter se gessit ; atque, 
quanquam de cujusdam Gabriel Holme letali vulneracioae in dicli 
officii sui tempore accusatus fuit, is tamen coram nobis in compluri- 
moram honorabilium virorum presentia, lam proprio quam triginta 
aliorum venerabilium magistrorum juramenlo, tactis sacrosanctis Dei 
evangeliis, proclamacionibus secundum formam juris prius factis, se 
non mode facto verum etiam consensu hujusmodi criminis sibi im- 
posili prorsus immunem expertemque publice purgavit. Quo faclo 
ad ptisiinam faroam secundum juris formam, quantum in nobis erat, 
est mox restitutus. Ut igilur dictus magisCer Joannes hujus testi- 
ficacionis gratia omnium uberiorera consequatur favorem, prefatoque 
de crimine innocens, uli apud nos comprobatus est, ab aliis omnibus 
censeatur, nostras littcras presentes communi Universitatis predicie 
sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum in noslrt congngaiionii domo, primo 
die Apr His, anno Domini milUUmo quadringettttiimo stpluagtsimo guarto. 

Testimonial letter for Master Gon salvo Rosa. 

Umvkrsis sancte mains ecclcsie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 1474. 
pervenerint, Universiiaiis Oxoniensis Cancellarius cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem saluiem in omnium Salvatore, Inter 
cetera quippe humanitatis oflicia nobis, qui sciencie et virlutis studia 
profitemur, singulari quodam modo debitum est veritati, cum opus 
liierit, testimonium perhibere. Ob quod nos has per lilteras aties- 
tamur, quod dilectus nobis confrater, Gundisalvus Rosa, de regno 
Portugalie, vir vita honesta fralerque ordinis minorum, peracla prius 
opposicione cum responsione, ad sacre theologie bacallariatus gradum 
apud nos provectus est ; exinde vero sermonem ad cierum librique 
Sententiarum introitum, secundum staiulorum nostrorum lenorem, 
perimplevit. Ut igitur hujus tesiilicationis gratia omnium uberiorem 
consequatur favorem istas litleras dicte Universitatis communi sigillo 
fecimuB consignari. Datum in nostre congrtgacionii demo, pridit Nonas 
StxHlet, anno Domini miUesimo quadringmUiimo septuagesimo quarlo. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
foVKBiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 147+* 
Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Ricardum Bradlegh et Ricardum 
Estmonde, ejusdem Universitatis procuralores, reccpisse et habuisse, 
die confectionis presencium, de Abbate et conveniu de Eynsbam, in ■ 
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comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos bone et legalis monete Anglie, 
in partem solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati 
debite per prefatos Abbatem et conventum : De quibus quidem viginti 
solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictumque Abbatem et conventum 
inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. 
Datum in nostre congregacioms domo, atmo regni regis Edwardi quarti 
post conquestum quartodecimOy die Decembris sexto decimo, 

FoL 125 b. Testimonial letter for Master John Taylour. 

M-74* Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerint, Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarius cetusque mianimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. Cum 
inter cetera humanitatis officia nobis, qui sciencie et virtutis studia 
profitemur, singulari quodam modo debitum est viros morum gravitate 
et sciencia preditos digne laudis testimonio juvare; enimvero, dum 
studiosis eruditisque hominibus laus digna tribuitur, reliqui ad capes- 
sendam virtutis ac sciencie viam concitatius ardentiusque hortantur: 
nos, hec et hujusmodi ante nostre considerationis oculos statuentes, 
has per litteras attestamur, quod predilectus nobis confrater, magister 
Johannes Taylour, nostre Universitatis predicte prestantissimarum 
artium magister, vir quidem conversacione honesta dictaque in facultate 
apprime doctus, adeo studiose una cum morum gravitate vltam nobis- 
cum transegit, quod in eadem facultate apud nos ad magistratus 
apicem honorifice provectus est Exinde vero regenciam, et que- 
cunque ad tanti gradus solennitatem attinebant, laudabiliter perim- 
plevit, et postea diversos per annos, sacris operam litteris conferens, 
in theologie studio profecit quamplurimum. Ut igitur hujus testi- 
ficationis gratia omnium uberiorem conseqoatur favorem, nostras 
litteras presentes communi prefate Universitatis sigillo fecimus con- 
signari. Datum Oxonie in nostre congregationis domOy septimodecimo 
Kalendas Januarias, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo septua- 
gesimo quarto. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1475. NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Ricardum Bradlegh et Ricardum 
Estmonde, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores recepisse et habuisse, 
die confeccionis presencium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham, in 
comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos bone et legalis monete Anglie, 
in completam solucionem cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Univer- 
sitati per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite : De quibus quidem 
viginti sex solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem et 
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;ntum inde acquieUmus per presenles sigillo noslro communi 
B^natas. Dalujti in nosire congregacionis domo, anno rtgni regis 
Edwardi quarli poil conqueslum Anglie guin/o deeimo, die Aprilis 
i^imo. 

fc Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

^■'NoviRrNT universi per presenles nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
inersitalis Oxoniensis CanceUarium, Ricardum Bradiegh el Ricardum 
Estmonde, ejusdem Universitalis procuralores recepisse et habuisse, die 
confcccionis presencium, de Abbate el convenlu de Osney. in comiiatu 
Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos ocio denarios bone ei legalis monete 
Anglie, pro quadam pensione predicte Universitati per prefatum 
Abbaiem e( conventum debila : De quibos quidem vjginli sex solidis 
oclo denariis fatemur nos fore solulos, dictosque Abbatem et con- 
ventum inde acqiiielamus per presenles sigillo nostro comtnuni sig- 
naias. Dala in noslrt congrtgalionis domo, sepiimo die Aprilis, anno 

regis Edwardi quarli post conqueslum quinlo dedmo. 






Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
lovERfflT universi per presenles nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 14 
versilatts Oxoniensis Cancelhrium, Ricardum Bradiegh et Ricardum 
Estmonde. ejusdem Universitaiis procuralores, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confeccionis presencium, de Abbate el convenlu de Eynsham, in 
comiiatu Oxoniensi, sedecim solidos sterlingorum bone et legalis 
monete Anglie, pro quadam pensione predicte Universitati debila, ac 
per eosdem Abbaiem el conventum ad festum S. Nicholai solvenda : 
Ce quibus quidem sedecim solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque 
Abbaiem el conventum inde acquietamus per presenles sigillo noslro 
communi signalas. Datum in neiire congregationis domo, stptimo die 
Dtctmbris, anno regni regis quarli post conqueslum quarto decimo 
Edwardi '. 

Testimonial letter for Master John Talbote. Fol. ia6flr| 

Univebsis sancte mairis ecclesie filiis, ad quos presenles lillere 1475. 
pervenerinl, Universilalis Oxoniensis Canceliarius ceiusque unanimis 
magistrorum regentium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. Cum 
inter cetera humanilatis officia nobis, qui scientie et virtuiis studia 
profilemur, singulari quodam modo debiium est viros morum gravitate 
et scienlia predilos digne laudis tcstimonio juvare; enimvero, dum 

■ Such is the order ni words \a the M.S. It will be noted likewise tbU Uui 
acqnittance should be in the previoui year's accoiuili; see date of next wquiltancc. 
Tlie ptocton' nsmei ire thoie of ibe year 1474. 



L 



4IO EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 

studiosis eraditisque hominibus laus digna tribuitur, reliqui ad capes* 
sendam virtutis ac scientie viam concitatius ardentiusque hortantur; 
no8, hec et hujusmodi ante nostre considerationis oculos statuentes, 
has per litteras attestamur, quod predllectus nobis confrater, magister 
Johannes Talbote, nostre Universitatis predicte prestantissimarum 
artium magister, vir quidem conversatione honesta dictaque in facilitate 
apprime doctus, adeo studiose una cum morum gravitate vitam nobis- 
cum transegit, quod in eadem facultate apud nos ad magistratos 
apicem honorifice provectus est : exinde vero regentiam, et quecunque 
ad tanti gradus solennitatem attinebant, laudabiliter perimplevit Ut 
igitur hujus testificationis gratia omnium uberiorem consequatur 
favorem, nostras litteras presentes communi prefate Universitatis sigillo 
fecimus consignari. Datum Oxonie in nostre congregcUionis domOj sexto 
Idus MaiaSy anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo septuagesimo 
quinto. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1475. NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Willelmum Bethun et Mauricium 
Bertram, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die 
confeccionis presencium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham, in 
comitatu Oxoniensi, sedecim solidos bone et legalis monete Anglie, 
pro quadam pensione predicte Universitati debita, ac per eosdem 
Abbatem et conventum ad festum S. Nicholai solvenda : De quibus 
quidem sedecim solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem 
et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi 
signatas. Datum in nostre congregacionis domo^ anno regni regis 
Edwardi quarti post conquestum quinto decimOy septimo die Decembris, 

Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

1475. NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 

versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Willelmum Bethun et Mauricium 
Bertram, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die 
confeccionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Osney, in comitatu 
Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos octo denarios bone et legalis monete 
Anglie, pro quadam pensione predicte Universitati debita, ac per 
eosdem Abbatem et conventum solvenda : De quibus quidem viginti 
sex solidis octo denariis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem 
et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi 
signatas. Datum in nostre congregationis domo, anno regni regis 
Edwardi quarti post conquestum quinto decimo. 
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Testimonial letter for Master Richard Hakforth. 

Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere X475* 
pervenerint, Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarius cetusque unanimis 
magistronim regentium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. Cum 
inter cetera humanitatis officia nobis, qui sciencie et virtutis studia 
profitemur, singulari quodam modo debitum est viros morum gravitate 
et sciencia preditos digne laudis testimonio juvare; enimvero, dum 
studiosis eniditisque hominibus laus digna tribuitur, reliqui ad capes- 
sendam virtutis ac sciencie viam concitatius ardentiusque hortantur ; 
nos, bee ac hujusmodi ante consideracionis nostre oculos statuentes, 
has per litteras attestamur, quod predilectus nobis confrater, magister 
Ricardus Hakforth, nostre Universitatis predicte prestantissimanim 
artium magister, vir quidem conversatione honesta dictaque in facultate 
apprime doctus, adeo studiose una cum morum gravitate vitam nobis- 
cum transegit, quod in eadem facultate apud nos ad magistratus 
apicem honorifice provectus est. Exinde vero regentiam, et quecunque 
ad tanti gradus solennitatem attinebant, laudabiliter perimplevit Ut 
igitur hujus testificationis gratia omnium uberiorem consequatur 
favorem, nostras litteras presentes communi prefate Universitatis sigillo 
fecimus consignari. Datum in nostre congregationis domo, octavo Idus 
MarciaSf anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo septuagesimo quinto. 



268. 

To the King. FoLiaGb. 

Vaur former splendid victories^ achieved in defence of your own right 
and the welfare of the state ^ won for you great glory ; hut your late 
exploits against the hereticks and opponents of the faith^ in which^ as 
became a Christian prince ^ you feared neither the rigour of winter y nor 
the risk of your health and lifcy so precious to us ally will make your 
name illustrious throughout the world : and though^ as Cicero says, no 
works of man can resist the ravages of time ^ lapse of years will rather 
increase than diminish the renown of this your zeal for God and the 
church. But while your letters to us and your glorious actions slum) you 
to be most vigilant in the repression of heresy, we too feel that our con- 
science would reproach us, did we not likewise manifest our care for the 
same sacred came. Accordingly, upon your letter being read in our 
Convocation, search was immediately made for all such works of Wiclif 
and Pecok as could be founds and thty were yesterday committed to the 
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ficanes with the approbation of all ; and if any further copies ikouH If. 
discovered fAey shall likewise he burnt. This we would gladly have doni 
before, had we received any intimation, either from the Pope or the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, of the issue of prohibilimis such as we have 
now received. 

Illustrissimo ac Christianissimo principi Edwardo, 
Anglie et Francie regi metuendissimo, perpetui oratores humiUimiqi 
subjecti, Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarius magistrorumque regen- 
tium et non-regentium unanimis cetus, omni subjeccione et bumiliitate 
lante tamque excellentiEsime debita ceisitudini, salutcm pIuriiDam 
dicunt. Etai aniehac, invictiasime princeps, tuis ex ingentissimis 
victoriis ac tropheis, tuo pro jure tociusque regni tui reipublice salute 
splendidissime gestis, quam plurimum glorie tibi cumulatissime acces^t ; 
ea tamen, que lua serenissima majesias contra fidd catholice im- 
pugnatores religionisque Cbristiane vtolatores, — uti Christianissimuin 
decuit principem, nee hiemis asperrime maximis atgoribus parcens, 
nee tui ipsius valeludinem respiciens, sed illam preterea vitam tuam, ex 
qua non nostra solum imo tuorum omnium salus dependet, nostra pro 
fide periculis non mediocribus exponens, — fortissime ac humanissime 
jamdudum peregii, luum nomen luamque percelebrcm famam, cum 
mulio pluris sit Christi fidem quam hominum jura lueri, non modo 
hoc tuo in regno verum eciam universum per orbem proculdubio 
illustrabunt. Neque his profecto tropheis tuis ac 
ulla unquam alJatura finem elas ; et quanquam, ut 
Ciceroni placet, nihil est opere ac manu factum quod non aliquando 
conficial ac consumat veiustas, hie lamen fidei Christiane fervor, hie 
legis Dei zelus, hec denique sanctissime reltgionis propugnatio, quo- 
tidie magis magisque florescet ; ita ut ', quantum operibus tuis 
nitas detrahet, tamum afieret laudibus. At quoniam [nobis] ' tuani] 
serenitatem non solum litlere tue graciosissime, quas ad nos nuperrirac 
dederas, sed alia quoque peregregia facta, que ad tuam excellentis- 
simam gloriam in ore sunt omnium, populo' te, in herelicis reprimendis 
heresibusque nefandissimis abolendis, quam vigil antissimum oslende- 
runt ; nisi nos etiam — quorum tu non tantum ut ceterorum ecclesiasti- 
corum generalis defensor, sed singularissimus, ut prius ex speciali 
gratia pollicitus es, protector existas, cum hec tua Universitas eam ob 
causam a tuis inclitissimis fundata sil progeniloribus — omnem curam 
operam atque diligentiam ea in re poneremus, ipsa nimirum nos 
conscientia nostra quam maximo vituperio dare posset. Unde, tuis 
generali in convocatione celebenimis litteris a nobis intellectis, omnes 




dMS. 



* Httii, added aver the line. 
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tarn ipsius Wiclif quam etiam Reginaldi Pecok libros atque tractatus, 
qui quidem apud nos quibusdam in locis quasi deserti ac ignoti latita- 
bant, accurata ac diligenti, prehonorabilis domini nostri Cancellarii, 
tue serenitatis capellani auctoritate, mox facta ubique perscrutacione, 
suas in manus collectos — ne ii deinceps simplicioribus viris et, ut 
hominum plerumque se habent mores, ad malum semper pronis, tua 
nobis id ipsum prudentia scriptitante, deceptionem et ruine occasionem 
inducere possent, — unanimi omnium nostrum consensu comburendos 
censuimus : qui etiam heri nobis omnibus ibidem presentibus publico 
in loco universi sunt igne consumpti : si qua vero eorum utrorumvis 
opera in futunim poterimus invenire, ipsa pariter incendentur. Quod 
utique, si antea nostram ad noticiam, aut per beatissimum patrem 
nostrum Papam, seu reverendissimum Cantuariensem Archiepiscopura 
quemcumque, prohibitiones hujusmodi, quales jam novimus, pervenis- 
sent, longe prius libentissime fecissemus. Pergat igitur, quesumus, 
tua prestantissima majestas ceteras ad regni hujus partes, uti in 
quibusdam cepisti, hereticos ac reliquos malefactores quoslibet corri- 
gendo aut prorsus exterminando ; et in te baud dubium vetus illud 
Maronis vaticinium aptissirae conveniet ; * In freta dum fluvii current^ 
dum montibus umbre lustrabunt^ cotwexa polus dum sidera pascei, semper 
hanos nomenque tuum laudesque mambuni'.* Nobisque perpetuis, ut 
nos esse obnoxios fatemur, uteris oratoribus. £t optime semper 
valeat, longaque secula felicissime vivat, tua victoriosissima majestas, 
Christianissime princeps. Ex tue Universtiatis Oxoniensis cangrega- 
ctonis domOy decimo Kalendas Apriles, 

Testimonial letter for Master Thomas Yonge. FoL 127 a^ 

Uniyersis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes litere H?^* 
pervenerint, Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarius cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regentium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. Cum 
inter cetera humanitatis officia nobis, qui scientie et virtutis studio 
profitemur, singulari quodam modo debitum est viros morum gravitate 
ac scientia preditos digne laudis testimonio juvare ; enimvero, dum 
studiosis eruditisque hominibus laus digna tribuitur, reliqui ad capes- 
sendam virtutis ac scientie viam concitatius ardentiusque hortantur; 
nos, hec et hujusmodi ante nostre consideracionis oculos statuentes, 
has per literas attestamur quod predilectus nobis confrater, magister 
Thomas Yonge, nostre Universitatis predicte prestantissimanim artium 
magister, vir quidem conversacione honesta dictaque in facultate 
apprime doctus, adeo studiose una cum morum gravitate vitam nobis- 
cum transegit, quod in eadem facultate apud nos ad magistratus apicem 
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honorifice provectus est. Exinde vero regentiam, ac quecunque ad 
tanti gradus solennitatem attinebant, laudabiliter perimplevit. Ut igitur 
hujus testificationis gratia omnium uberiorem consequatur favorem, 
nostras litteras presentes communi prefate Universitatis sigillo fecimus 
consignari. Datum Oxonic in nostre congregatitmis domo, tercio nonax 
ApriliSy anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo sepiuagesimo sexto. 



Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1476. NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Willelmum Bethun ac Mauricium 
Bertram, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores recepisse et habuisse, die 
confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham, in comi- 
tatu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos bone et legalis monete Anglie, in 
partem solutionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati per 
prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite : De quibus quidem viginti sex 
solldis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictumque Abbatem et conventum 
inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. 
Datum in nostre congregationis domo Oxonie, anno regni regis Edwardi 
quarti post conquestum quinto decimo^ quarto die Decemhris '. 



Another acqtiittance of the same Abbey. 

1476. NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 

versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Willelmum Bethun ac Mauricium 
Bertram, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse ac habuisse, die 
confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in 
comitalu Oxoniensi viginti sex solidos bone ac legalis monete Anglie, 
in completam solutionem cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Uni- 
versitati per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite : De quibus 
quidem viginti sex solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem 
et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi 
signatas. Datum Oxonie in nostre congregationis domo, quarto die 
Aprilis, anno regni regis Edwardi quarti post conquestum sexto 
decimo, 

* This acquittance seems to be misplaced in the register, and to belong to the 
year preceding. 
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269. 
To the King. 

■ Among all Ihe irouiles which have bcfalkn us, we knew not why, in 
thest days, none hat &ten so bitltr as the delight certain people take in 
slandering the most virtuous members of this University: but we are 
comforted in our sorrows by the interest you have ever taken in our 
welfare, by your singular wisdom in the management of affairs, and your 
dutiful respect for the church. We doubt not, therefore, that you will 
both maintain the innocence of those who support Ihe true faith, and 
punish those who boldly impugn it. Master T. Smyth, whose cause we 
hope you will defend, needs no argument to prove the soundness of his 
^nions,for he has spent a large part of his life in leaching, and has 
ever borne Ihe eharackr of a good catholic ; and lately, convocation being 
summoned, every member of the same, on his oath, declared that he had 
never inown him to advance any heretical opinions, or even suspected him 
of entertaining them. IVe commend him therefore to your majesty, that, 
being known to possess your favour, his virtues may be the more readily 
appreciated by the Archbishop and bishops. 

Christianissimo principi Edwardo, illuslrissimoque Anglie et Francie 
regi, Cancellarius Universitalia Oxonicnsis necnon universus regcncium 
et non-regencium celus sese cum otnni et subjeccione et reverencia 
commendalos faciunt. Ex omnibus reipublice nostre molesiiis, 
Clirialianissime princeps, in quas proximis his diebus etas nostra, quo 
faio nescimus, inciderit, nihil acerbius nos conturbat, quam quod ea 
quibusdam voluptas est integerrimos nostre Universi talis alumnoa 
summo dedecore atque ignominia lacessilum ire. Sed in tanta rerum 
omniuin perturbacione, luctu et squalore, nihil nobis majori solacio 
esse possit. quam lua, prestantiasime princeps, humanitas in noslram 
Bemper salutem propensa, singularis ad hoc tua rebus in agendis 
prudencia, summa denique in universam ecclesiam pietas atque obser- 
vantia. Que tue profecto maximo virtutes, el Chrislianiasimo principe 
non indigne, tantum nobis ad bene sperandum persuadent, te, pro tua 
incredibih erga omnes equitate, non minus horum innocentiam tueri 
velle, qui orthodoxam (idem inlegerrime colendam ducuni', quam 
iUorum periinaciam ulcisci, qui ad impugnandam catholicam veritatem 
inlTcpidi conspirant atque conflagrant. Quamobrem facile, ut sper- 
amus, majestaii tue. prestantisaime rex, causam innocentissimi viri, 
magislri T. Smyth, capessendam persuadebimus ; quippe cujus Jnno- 

' Iq the case of this epislle ihc d«te is wriKea in numeials over the letter by % 
coutemporaiy hand. * dicuni, coriected on iiiai£iii, MS. 
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centiam alque integritatem luculentissimis argumenlis jam inde per-^ 
peciam, et gravissimis teslimoniis jampridem comprobatam habuimus, 
Fol, ^a^ b. Nulla profecto evidentlora sue inlegritalis argumenta esse possum, 
quam quod legendo, predicando, respondendo, in quibus non parvam 
vite partem consumpsit, se virum catholicum semper prebuit, Tcsti- 
monia vero lanta fuerum, ut ne suspectus quidem uUi nostrum unquam 
videretur ; quartodecimo namque Kalendas Junias, convocatis singulis 
omnium faculiaium regentibus et non-regentibus, cum omnes jure- 
jurando astricti atque obtestati essenC ad id confttendum, si vel alicujus 
unquam lieresis ab eo defense conscii, vel suspicione aliqua adducii 
fuissent, nemo eral, qui non illius integritatem conteataretur. Que cum 
ita sint, euro tue celsitudini, humanissime rex, imprimis ita commenda- 
mus, u[, tua gratia insontibus digna potitus, Cantuariensi Archiepiscopo 
celcrisque episeopis maj'ori suarum v-irtutum lestificatione cnmmendari 
possit. Quod si le facturum receperis, nihil erit ad innocentissimum 
viram conservandum expeditius ; atqiie ut facias eliam alque etiam 
rogamus. Et valeat tua semper egregia majestas, strenuissime prin- 
ceps. Ex Oxonia, lertio dccimo Kalendas Jtmioi. Tue majestati 
deditissimi Univereitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarius universusque regen- 
cium el non-regencium cetus. 



Testimonial letter for Master T. Smyth. 

Unitersis sancle matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere pei 



Cancellarius Universi talis Oxoniensis cet usque unanimis, 
magistrorum regencium in eadem saluiem in omnium Salvatore. Inter' 
cetera humanitatis officia justjcie proculdubio consenlaneum, et nobi^ 
qui scieniic et vinutis studia profitemur, peculiari quodam modo 
debitum est, viros morum gravitate et scienda prediios digne laudifl 
testimonio juvare ; enimvero, dum studiosis et eruJilis hominibus laus 
digna tribuilur, ceteri ad capessendam virlutis ac scientie viam conci- 
tatius ardeniiusque hortanttir. Hec igiiur nobis ante oculos propo- 
nentes, per has litteras attestamur, quod magister T. Smyth, amanijsi- 
simus nosire Universitalis alumnus, usque adeo virtutum opiimanimque 
arcium atque sacrarum litterarum siudiis incubuil, ut primo ardum 
magister, turn sacre theologie bacallarius, postremo ejusdem professor 
inlegerrimus evaderet. Quo magis admiramur eum herelice pravitatia 
nomine euipiam suspeclum videri posse ; preserlim cujus ab ineunte 
adolescencia pene studium, turn legendo, turn predicando, turn respon- 

' On the upper margin of this fulia, 137 b, U writtea fiiAt\>ioi TpoKix, perhipi I 
the wiiting of Grocia : and it is noticeable Ihat hen the lumdwritLng, which bu) J 
continued the Mmc for tcvcnl folios, cluuigca. 
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) in publicam mullorum utilitalcm semper accommodamm tain 
late patuii. ut nostra quidem sentencia neminem illiua integriias atque 
innocencia latere debeat Sed quoniam ani mad vert imus aliquos adver- 
saria quadam opinionc ita persuasos esse, ut his luce clarioribus inoo- 
centissime viie argumentis ne commoneri quidem possint, siaiuimus 
univereos omnium facultalum regenles et non-regentes quarlodecimo 
Kalendas Junias convocari, ut singuli, juramento primum arlati, quid- 
nam de eo senlirent palam confiterenlur ; Atque in tanta tamque 
incredibili clarissimorum hominum rrcqueniia, ne unus quidem inventus 
est, cui vel suspecta illius unquam vita fuerit. Quocirca nos islius 
preclari viri merita, quoad debemus. memoria repetentes, quo tandem 
apfud ceteros ubicumque locorum clarius elucescal, has litteras impre- 
Bcniianim coromuni dicie Universitatis sigillo consignandas duximus. 
Datum Oxonie in neslre congregacionis domo, duodecimo ' Kalendas 
Junias, anno Domini miUesimo quadringmteiimo iepiuagesimo sexto. 

^B To the Bishop of Worcester. 

?Xe /oTv 0/ God and natural ajfcction demand in children care for 
those to whom they awe their heing ; and a iimilar bond exists between 
our selves and the University, to which we owe, not indeed our being but, 
what is better, education to a virtuous life. We are however wilhoul the 
meant of shoiving our gratitude; and, as the danger which impends 
grows daily more alarming, we are obliged to fiy to you in our need. The 
church ofS. Mary the Virgin is in a dilapidated condition and the roof 
threatens to fall in, to the peril of many lives and serious damage to 
our property. Here it was that you received your degrees, and com- 
menced the life which has been so honourable to the University and 
advantageous lo the Church; and you have on former occasions been 
a benefactor lo this parish. We ask you then lo assist us in repairing 
this our only public building, and would remind you that from its 
conspicuous situation the good work will be seen by all. 

Reverendo in Chrislo patri ac domino, divina providencia Wygor- 
niensi episcopo, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxonicnsis universusque 
regencium celus sese, cum omni reverentia lanto patri debiia, com- 
missos faciunt. Cum earn liUorum in parentes pietatem, reverends 
pater, omnia jura el divina et bumana esse volunt, ut, qui parentium 
cura vile benelicium sunt consecuti, illorum * saluii atque tncolumitati 

' The convocsiion 11 &aii1 tbove (ep. 169) to h«re be«n held on ihc 14** Kil. 
■ iHontm q^erum MS. 
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maxime consulere debeant ; turn nos precipue prestantissime Univei 
tatis filii, in ipsius amplisaimis quotidie laribus obversatj, tnulto maxii 

erga earn pietaie esse debemus ; preseriitn que nos non ad vivendi 
modo, sed, quod longe preclarius esl, ad bene bealeque vivendum 
insliluit. Verum, cum noslre ardentissime in earn voluntaii facullates 
nequaquatn respondeant, cogimur ad luain paternitatem, colendissime 
presul, confugere, eoque accuratius quo periculi magnitudo noslre 
Universiiati magis ac niagis indies impendeat. Unicum namque 
FoLtaSa. Universitatis nostre domicilium, in quo creandonim tnagistratuum 
comilia celebrari solent, usque adeo veluslaie conrecium esi, ut nisi 
celerius occurramus, ipsius tectum, quod jam diu casunim se mina- 
balur, decidere aique labefactari debeat; cum in multorum periculum 
lum in malris nostre non mediocre detrimentum. Quapropter luam 
in primis humanitalem, reverende pater, obsecramus atque obtestamur, 
ut qui in hoc ipso loco summum fuistj magistratus apicem consecuius, 
quique etiam preclarissima nostre Universitatis munera honorifice 
gessisti, qui denique ex singnlarissimo tanle matris filio dignissimtis 
ecclesie pater evasisti, illius tandem ecclesie, quam tua sponte mudmis 
antea beneBciis omasti, impendentem nunc ruinam tua solita benigai- 
late prevenias atque propulses. Hoc nihil certe majus, nihil illustrius, 
nihil denique memorabilius efficere possis. Primum etenim, cum et 
filius et pater exisias, simul ulique turn filii lum patns oBicio per- 
functum esse videberis : filii quod Universitatis domicilium, patris quod 
ecclesie domum reparandam susciperes ; quod eerie tantumdem est at 
nihil addi possil. Nam tametsi superiora lua profccto non parva iB 
ecclesiam coUata beneficia parochiani baud ab re maximi semper 
fecerint. hoc lamen novum humaniiatis officium, si susciplendum 
duceres, tanto pluris estimaremus, quod non in illorum magis quam in 
nostre Universitatis commoditatem redundaret. Demum hoc ipsum 
opus in eo loco siium esse!, ubi in clarissimorum hominum conspectu 
semper elucesceret. Poslremo poUicemur nos tanti beneficii me- 
moriam, uti par esl, omnium posteritali commendatum ire. El vale, 
magnificentissime presul. Ex Oxonia in noslre congrtgalionis domo, 
stxia Kalendat Julias, anno Domini millcsimo quadringcniesimo stptua- 
gesimo sixlo. 



I 



Testimonial letter for Master Edward Underwod. 

UmvERsis sancte matris ecclesie fiUis, ad quos presentes liltere 
pervenerint, CancsUarius Universitatis Oxoniensis celusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem salulem in omnium Sal va lore. 
Inter cetera humanitatis oEficia justicie procul dubio consenlaneura, et 
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nobis, qui sciencie et virtutis studia profitemur, peculiari quodam 
modo debitum est, viros morum gravitate atque sciencia preditos 
digne laudis testimonio juvare : enimvero dum studiosis et eniditis 
boniinibus laus digna tribuitur, ceteri ad capessendam virtutis ac 
sciencie viam concitatius ardentiusque hortantur. Hec et hujusmodi 
ante oculos nostre^ consideracionis statuentes, has per litteras attes- 
tamur, quod dilectus nobis in Christo confrater, magister Edwardus 
Underwod, primum nostre Universitatis predicte arcium magister, vir 
quidem conversacionis venustate conspicuus, ingenio agilis atque in 
dicta facultate mature eruditus, adeo studiose una cum morum 
gravitate vitam nobiscum transegit, cunctis bene beateque vivendi 
speculum exhibendo, quod in eadem facultate ad magistratus apicem 
honorifice provehi meritus ' fuit : exinde vero regenciam et quecunque 
ad tanti gradus solennitatem attinebant laudabiliter perimplevit : 
postremo ad sacriora' studia translatus, sacre tandem theologie 
baccalarius evasit. Ut igitur hujus testification is gracia omnium 
quorum penes se interest uberiorem consequatur favorem, has litteras 
communi dicte Universitatis sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum Oxonie 
in nostre Universitatis congregacionis domo, tercio nonas /utias, anno 
Domini millesimo quadringeniesimo septuagesimo sexto. 

Testimonial letter for Master William Wryham. 

Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 1476. 
pcrvenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. 
Inter cetera humanitatis officia justicie procul dubio consentaneum, 
et * nobis, qui sciencie et virtutis studia profitemur, peculiari quodam 
modo debitum est, viros morum gravitate atque sciencia preditos 
digne laudis testimonio juvare : enimvero dum studiosis et eruditis 
hominibus laus digna tribuitur ceteri ad capessendam virtutis ac 
sciencie viam concitatius ardentiusque hortantur. Hec et hujusmodi 
ante oculos nostre* consideracionis statuentes, has per litteras attes- 
tamur, quod predilectus nobis confrater, Magister Willelmus Wryham, 
nostre Universitatis predicte sacrarum litterarum professor, vir quidem 
conversacionis venustate conspicuus, ingenio agilis, primum, quo 
facilius in dicta facultate proficeret, optimarum arcium disciplinis ea 
cura atque studio incubuit, quod in eadem facultate apud nos ad 
magistratus apicem honorifice provehi meritus fuit : deinde, transacta 
regencia, necnon hiis, que ad tanti gradus solennitatem attinebant, 
laudabiliter perimpletis, sacras litteras studiosissime complexus theo- 

' vestre MS. " mretus ib. ' sacrariora ib. * tit ib. 
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logic baccalarius evasit : postremo preslanlissimum in eadem facultate 
)• gradum, cum ingenti suarum virtutum ac sciencie approbacione, 
secutus esl, Ut igitur hujus testificacionis gracia omnium quorum 
penes se interest uberiorem consequatur favorem, has litteras communi 
dicte Universitatis sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum Oxonie in nosirt 
congregadonis domo, tercio nonas Julias, anno Domini milkiimo quad- 
ringtfitesimo teptuagtsimo sfxto. 

Testimonial letter for Master Walter Harford. 

Universis sancte malris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presenles littere 
pefvenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. 
Inter cetera humanilatis oflicia juslicie procu! dubio consentaneum, et 
nobis, qui sciencie et virlutis studia profilemur, peculiaii quodam 
modo debitum est, viros morum gravitate et sciencia preditos digne 
laudis tystimonio juvare : enimvero, dum studiosis et erudilis 
hominibus laus digna tribuitur, ceteri ad capessendam virtutia sc 
sciencie viam conciiaiius ardentiusque horlantur. Hec et hujusmodi 
ante oculo3 consideracionis nostre statuentes, has pier litteras attes- 
tamur, quod prediJectus nobis in Christo confraier, magisler Walterus 
Harford, nosire Universitatis predictc arcium magister, vir quidem 
conversacionis venustate conspicuus et in dicta facultate non medio- 
criler erudilus, usque adeo in utrisque, tarn virtutum quara bonarum 
arcium, studiis profecil. ut ad magistratus apicem in eadem facultate 
coiisequendum non indignus videreiur. Denique post adeptum 
gradum regenciam et quecunque ad tanli gradus solennitaiem 
atlinebant, laudabiliter perfecit. Ut igitur hujus testificacionis gracia 
omnium quorum penes se interest uberiorem consequatur favorem, 
has litteras dicte Universitatis sigillo fecimus consignari. Datum 
Oxonie in nosire congregadonis domo, pridit nonas Julias, anno Domini 
millesimo quadringmttsimo ttpluagesimo sexto. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
versitatis Oxoniensis Cancel larium, Johannem Bettys, Will el mum 
Southworth ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confeccionis presencium, de Abbaie et conventu de Eynsham in 
comitaiu Oxoniensi sedecim solidos bone el legalis monete Anglic, \ 
pro quadam pensione predicie Universiiati debita, ac per eosdem ' 
Abbaiem et conventum ad festum S. Nicholai solvcnda ' : De quibus I 
' letvenJum MS. 
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^tpridem sedecim aolidis faiemur nos fore solutes, diclosque Abbatem I 

el conventum inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostra communi I 

signatas. Datum in nosirt congrtgacionh demo, anno rtgni regh 1 

Edwardi quarii post conqueslum uxlodecimo, quinio die Decembris. I 

H Testimonial letter for Master Maurice Raimon '. 

Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littcre ^76- 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistroram regencimn in eadem salutem in omnium Salvalore. 
Inter celcnt humaniiaiis officia juslicie procul dubio consetitaneum, 
el nobis, qui sciencie et virtuiis sludia profitemur, peculiari quodam 1 

modo debitum est, viros morum gravitate et sciencia prediios digne 
laudis tesiimonio juvare ; enimvero, dum studiosis et erudilis J 

hominibus laus digna tribuitur, ceteri ad capessendam virlutis ac I 

sciencie viam concilatius ardentiusque hortantur. Hec et hujus- I 

modi ante oculos nostre consideracionis sLiluentcs ' has per lilteras I 

aitestamur, quod predilictus nobis in Chrialo confrater, ruagister 1 

Mauricius Raimon, Univcrsiiatis Parisieneis' arcium magister, ea I 

quidem apud nos vite ac morum probitale polluit, eamque libera- J 

lissimis discipliiiis operam dedit ut ilium in eo ipso inter nos grada I 

incorporarc non dubitaremus. Dcinde hiis omnibus, que ad regen- I 

dam queque ad tanti gradus solenniiaiem attinent, accuratissime per- I 

functus in optima sacrarum litterarum studia se potissimum conlulit. \ 

Ul igilur hujus tesiificacionts gracia omnium quorum penes se interest 
iiberiorem consequatur favorem, has litteras communi dicte Universi- 
tatis sigillo Tecimus consignari. Datum in noslre congregacionis domo, 
anno Domini miUesimo quadringentesimo sepluagesimo sexto, Idibus 
Decembris. 

Testimonial letter for Master Martin Joce. 
Univkssis sancle matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 1476. 
pervenerini, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. J 

Inter cetera humanilatis officia justicie procul dubio consentaneum, I 

et nobis, qui sciencie et virtutJs studia profitemur, peculiari quodam I 

modo debitum est, viros morum gravitate et sciencia preditos digne ' 

laudis tesdmonio juvare : enimvero dum studiosis et eruditis hominibus 
laus digna iribuilur, ceteri ad capessendam virlutis ac sciencie viamFoLiaga 
concitatius ardentiusque hortantur. Hec et hujusmodi ante oculoa 
nostre consideracionis staiucnies, has per litteras aitestamur quod ■ 

predilectus nobis in Christo confrater, magister Martinus Joce, vir I 

' Or perlmpt Xamivit. ' lUUultnta MS. ' Parisius ib. ^^^^B 
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nostra senlencia et bonis moribus predilus et in medicinis liberalibus- 
que disciplinis non mediocriter eruditus, cum primum in Universitate 
Bononie eum turn optimarum arcium magistrum Itira in medicinis 
baccallarium evasisse inlelleclum nobis esset, in lis ipsis apud nos 
gradibus incorporaius esi. Ut igitur hujus tesiificacionis gracia 
omnium quorum penes se interest uberiorem consequatur favorem, 
has litteras comrauni Universitalis sigillo fecimus consignari. Dahtm 
in nostre congrrgadonis domo, anno Domini milksi'mo quadnngenlesimi 
upiuagtsimo sexto, Idibus Dccembris. 

Certificate of incorporation of the same Master Joce. 

Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitalis Oxoniensis cetusqui 
magistrorum regencium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. 
nobis siudiosorum hominum cura semper fuit, ut quibus ad gradus 
promerendos in hac nostra Universitate virtuies ac discipline pro- 
fuerint, illis etiam ad honores adipiscendos ubique terrarum gradus 
ipsi suffragari possenl. Quam quid em expeclatam mercedem eo 
facilius assequi solcnt, quo ilia virlutum disci plin arum que omamenta 
et majori auctoritate et gravioribus testimoniis commendata con- 
firmaiaque fuerint. Hec itaque nobiscum animadverlenies, per has 
litteras lestificamur dilectissimum nobis in Christo confratrem, magis- 
trum Martinum Joce, vinim certe nostra sentenlia et preclarissimia 
moribus instimtum et optimis arcium medicinarumque disciplinis 
eruditum, primum Bononie illomm professorem egregium, harum 
baccilarium peritissiroum evasisse; tum vero sub eorumdem graduum 
titulis in banc nosiram Universitalem ascriptum esse. Alque hec 
cum ita sint, reliquum est ut ilium ea tandem commendalione 
dignemur, quo majorem illi el graliam et benevolentiam apud celeros 
quoscunque conciliare possit. Itaque, ut hec nostra benemeriti hominis 
commendatio plus ponderis habitura sit, has litteras communi dicte 
Universitalis sigillo communiri fecimus. Dalutn. Oxonie, anno Domini 
millesimo quadringenlisimo sepiuagesimo sexto, tercio Idus Marcias. 

Acquittance of Eynsbam Abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presenles nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
versiiatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Johannem Beltys et Willelmum 
Southnorth, procuratores Universitalis aniedicte, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confeclionis presentium, de Abbale et conveniu de Eynsham in 
comilatu Oxoniensi quinquaginta duos solidos stertingorum, pro 
quadam pensione predicte Universitati debita, ac per eosdcm Abbatem 
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t convenium solvenda: De quibus quidem quinqunginta duobus 
solidis fatemur nos fore soluios, diciosque Abbatem et conventum 
inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nosiro communi signalas. 
Datum in noslre congrrgalionis domo, victsimo octavo dit Martii, anno 
u regis Edwardi quarii post conquestum septimo dicimo. 

Acqulttaoce of Osney Abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presenies nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
ver^ilatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Johannem Beitys et Willelmum 
Southworth, procuratores Univeraitaiis antedicle, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confecdonia presenlium, de Abbate et conventu dc Osney vigind 
sex solidos octo denarios sterlingorum, pro quadam pensione predicte 
Universitati debiia, ac per eosdem Abbatem « conventum sotvenda : 
De quibus quidem viginti sex solidis octo denariis fatemur nos fore 
solutos; dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per 
presentes sigillo nostro communi signaias. Datum in noslre congrega- 
Honis domo, vicesimo octavo die Marcii, anno rtgni regis Edwardi quartt 
post conquestum septimo decimo. 

Testimonial letter for Blaster Michael Lambaid, of the F 
University of Caen. 

rKTVEXsis sancte matrls ecclesie Bliis, ad quos presentes littere 
ineiint, Caucellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magisirorum rcgencium in eadem saluiem in omnium Salvatore. Ea 
nobis sludiosorum bominum cura semper fuit, ut quibus in hac nostra 
potissimum Universiiale ad gradus promcretidos virluies ac discipline 
ptofuerint, illis etiam ubique terrarum ad graciam conciliandam gradus 
ipsi prodesse posfint Quam quidem expeciatam mercedem eo facilius 
illos assequi solere meminimus, quo hec ipsa virtutum discipUnarum- 
que ornaraenia el majori auctoritale et gravioribus lestimoniis com- 
mendata confirmataque fuerint. Harum itaque rerum diligenli 
animadversione nimirum impulsi, his litteris testificandum duximus 
dileclissimum nobis in Christo confratrem, magistrum Michaelem 
Lambard, ea diligencia primum instiiuta vivendi philosophandique 
scienciam perseculum esse, ut quern liberaliimi arcium magistratum 
in Universiiate Cadamo ' fuerat anlea consecuius, eodem denuo nos 
ipsi quidem donare minime dubitaremus : turn vero iia, que ad tanti 
gradus solemniialem altinent, peraclis, ad sacrarum denique litterarum 
gtudia nonnibil 0|>cre atque' Industrie conferens, in his tandem usque 
adeo profecit, ut sacre pagine cum bacallarius tum proft^ssor egregius 

' Thii won), eca:>cd and icwrillen deaily eaoogh, sbould be Cadamttui. 
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evaserit. Que cum ejusmodi sint, ut suapte natura quoscunque fJEUule 
mortales, qui vel honestatem vel doctrinam colunt, tali* tantoque viro 
conciliare debeant, turn multo maxime fieri posse speramus, si id 
ipsum probatissimorum hominum testimonia comprobaverint Nos 
itaque, quo hec nostra benemeriti hominis commendacio, simul cum 
ingenti suarum prestantissimarum dotum testificacione, plus apud 
cunctos ponderis habitura sit, has litteras Universitatis nostra sigillo 
consignari fecimus. Anno Domini milUsimo quadringeniesimo septua- 
gesimo septimo, Urtio nonas QuiniiUs, 



271. 
To the King. 

No favour you can bestow upon us is so desirable as protection /rom 
those who molest us, and hinder the peaceable pursuit of our studies ; 
and this it was, no doubt, that prompted you, alone of all our kings, to 
take upon yourself unasked the protection of this our commonwealth. 
We pray therefore that others may be taught to respect our liberties, and, 
in particular, certain officials of the exchequer ; who^ by imposing the 
burden of collecting tenths upon our Chancellor, call away his attention 

from the duties of his office. By taking our part in this and other 
matters you will add to your own honour even more than to our welfare, 

for the voice of history tells us that those who defend win no less glory 
than those who found a state. 

1477. Christianissimo principi Edwardo, Dei g^acia Anglie et Francie 

regi invictissimo, necnon sue singularissimo protectori, Cancellarius 
Universitatis Oxonie universusque regenciura in eadem cetus se 
cum omni reverencia commendatos faciunt. Credimus, illustrissime 
princeps, nihil nobis litterarum studia profitentibus abs tua celsitudine 
optabilius unquam dari potuisse, quam ut ad versus quoscumque im- 
petus, virtutibus ac disciplinis infestos, tuo freti patrocinio litterarum 
ocio diligentius operam impendamus. Quod sane quoniam vel tue 
providencie satis atque satis prospectum fuit, teipsum in primis 
recepisti, non aliorum antea regum exemplo sed tua sponte potis- 
simum incitatus, unicum nostre reipublice protectorem fore. Tuam 
itaque, preclarissime rex, majorem in modum prestanciam rogamus 
atque obsecramus, ut in tuendis libertatibus nostris eum te prestes, 
quern hactenus ab inicio erga nos fuisse comperimus : ut, quoniam 
singularem nostre Universitatis conservande curam humanissime 
suscepisti, earn ceteri omnes minime vulgarem esse cognoscant. Sunt 
enim ex scaccario, qui Cancellarium nostrum novis et ante hunc 
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diem inauditis colligendamm decimarum oneribus infestantes, eum 
ab Universitatis regimine prorsus avocent. Sunt et alia contra banc 
ipsam tentata, que omnia ad te unum, Christianissime rex, utpote 
predpuum harum omnium moderatorem tempestatum, referimus; 
existimantes banc tuam in conservanda Universitate diligenciam non 
inter minima tuarum laudum monumenta recensendam esse. Nam, 
si antiquissima veterum exempla meminisse juvat, intelliges plane non 
minorem civitatum defensoribus quam eanim conditoribus gloriam 
accessisse. Quare, si banc abs te graciam per litteras aucupari 
possumus, non tarn utilitati nostre quam glorie tue consuluisse 
videberis. Fac igitur, quesumus, si nos ames, tantum apud te littere 
nostre momenti habeant, ut ulilitati nostre gaudentes simul et glorie 
tue gratulemur. £t optime valeat egregia tua majestas, serenissime 
princeps. 

272. 
To the Bishop of Durham. 

Vour goodness to us has always been so great, that, were it not for the 
experience we have had of the generosity of your character^ we should he 
ashamed to make any request, however desirable might be the object. It 
is, however, your disposition to grant new favours rather than to expect 
a return for the old ; and when you remember that it is your education 
here that opened to you the path to your future success in life, we doubt 
not that the natural kindness of your disposition will be farther stimu- 
lated, and that you will use in our behalf the great influence you have 
with the king. . . . 

RxvERZNDissiMO in Cbristo patri ac domino, domino Willelmo, 1477. 
divina providencia Dunelmensi episcopo, Cancellarius Universitatis 
Oxonie universusque regencium in eadem cetus se cum omni reverencia 
commendaios faciunt. £a semper nostram in rempublicam hactenus 
tua fuerunt merita, reverendissime pater, ut, nisi tua singularis pre- 
stansque natura satis superque nobis spectata foret, nibil sane unquam, 
vel quantumcunque profuturum, abs te petere contenderemus, ne, 
dum utilitati prospicimus, pudori parum consuluisse videamur. Sed 
quoniam liberale tuum ingenium multo semper ad promerendum 
quam ad reposcendum propensius extitisse cognovimus, confidimus 
equidem beneficencie consuetudine te paratiorem indies et tanquam 
exercitatiorem ad gratificandum fore : quod a tua dignitate minime 
quidem alienum videri debet, si hoc memineris, propterea maxime tibi 
ad smnmas amplitudines aditum patuisse, quod in hoc nostro quondam 
domidlio versatus suavissima precepta atque instituta complexus es. 
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Quo familiarius, pro tantis in te matris nostre ofliciis, meritoi 

1 reposcere impresentiarum ausi, ad tuam prestaniiain, 
colendissime presul ac domine, confugimus, non tarn veterum Uber- 
n derensioneni quam novarum servitutum propulsacionem depre- 
caturi. Que certe omnia, cum per nos ipsos humanissimo prindpi 
nosua commendata, confici posse speraraus, lum longe celerius si ad 
banc nostram commendacionem tua ian<3em accesserit. Non enim 
mper apud illuoi plurimum valuit auctoritaSf. 
fore ut tuis vel jusiissirais precibus locum facile retinqual. Quod 
ita sit, nostrum est in tua fide maxime confiderc, tuum vero cc 
spem nostram minime fallere '. 



273- 

To the Bishop of Rochester. 



^^L poss 



We should be lacking in natural gralilude, did we no! htartily rejoUe 
at your well earned promotion in the Church of Christ ; and indeed our 
own advancement is implied in yours, /or we know thai your Ji Hal affee- 
lion for your mother, the University, will suffer you to neglect no occasion 
of serving her interests. We feel, then, thai we indulge no vain h^ 
when we ask you to support by your infiutnci the application we hoot 
found it necessary to make to the king. 

Rbverekdissimo in Chrislo patri ac domino, domino Johanni, 
divina providencia Roffensi episcopo, Cancetlarius Universitatis Oionic 
universusque regencium cetus se cum omni reverencia commendatos 
faciunt. Nisi degeneres prestantissimarumque nature legum imme- 
mores iilii videri voiuimus, tibi profecto, colendissime presul, pro tua, 
imo et, pace tua diserimus, nostra, quam in Christi ecclesia es meiito 
consecutus, dignitate, vehementer satis congratulari non possumus: 
quippe quern, propter singularem, qua Glii in parentes affici debent, 
pietatem, nullum erga tam precipuam optimarum disciplinarum gene- 
tricem ofGcii studiive munus prelermissurum firmiter confidimus. Qua 
nee vana spe nimirum adducti, ea tandem, que et tua amplitudine 
digna et nostre reipublice conductura videbantur, ex te, celebenime 
pater, impresentiarum petere minime dubiiavimus. Cum igitur, ob 
tuendas nostre parentis libertales, celsitudinem regiam nostris hoc 
tempore litteris duximus implorandam, nee celeriorem optacioremque 
hujus rei exitum, quam tui tanti patroni auctoritate freti consequi 
posse videmur; tuam quoque his litteris dominacionem censuimua 
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obsecrandam, ut que ' noslris melius conducere negociis possent, in 
his vicloriosissimo * regi noslro persuade ndis, lua nunquam deesse nobis 
velit humanitas. Quod si nostra causa faciendum duseris, nequaquam 
in6ciari debebimus quin gratissimi alque piissimJ in parentem et 
patris et fiiii accuratissime fueris perfunctus officio. £t feliciter valeat 
lua semper reverenda palernilas, optime presul. Datum in nos/re 
eoKgregadonis domo, stplimodecimo Kalendas Decembris. 



274^ 

Ryjhl worshipfull our trusty and full welbeloved jood mastyrs, 1477. 
aftyr dew commendacion, we besech yow to call to your remembrance 
the blessyd intente ihat noble prynces badde of old auncient lyme yn 
foundynge of thys universytye of Oxon, that is to thencrese of vertu 
and cunnynge ; as wel to goddys worschipe and the berynge up of 
Christys feyth, as 10 the worship and wele of the Kyngeoure Soverayne 
lord, and of al the lend : wich encrece can not be hadde w' out quyet 
and scurly from wordely bysjTies and troubles. And, that consyderid, 
the seid noble princys, and most tendyrly oure gracyus and Christian 
prince now raynyng. upon oure Charter [us] hath liberaly grauntyd 
us large pryvylcgys. Hit is so that now befor you yn your courte is 
yn hande a pie upon oure charier of thassise of brede and ale to be 
allowede ; we besech you to shew un to us your favorable maistyr- 
shippys in that mater, considerynge oure poverty, that have of the 
Kyngys good grace here a seurty of dwellynge w' out enduraent of 
temperel! possessions, ffowrlhermore, now of late hyt hath liked you 
to directe to the chanceler of ihys the Kyngs universytie a worytte * to 
levay ceriayne arreragys, dew to the Kynge by the reasone of certayn 
dewya graunied to hyghnes yn yerys passid : which labur and bysynes 
so to our chancellre to be put we nevyr have knowyn ne herd of; 
ffor hyt is and hath be thougth oure said chancellre to be cbargyd 
sufTycyently w' the reule of students, to the peace vertu and cunnyng 
here to be encresed. We iherfore pray you herlyly to ease and dis- 
charge us of alle such wordly besynes as shall lete the gracyus entent 
of the fundacyon of the same universytie, as we may evyr remembyr 
yon yn our ' prayers to god ; who have you yn his blessid governance. 
Wrytyn yn the house of your congregacion the xv day of novembre. 

' An iliegtble correction [perhipi ^uicuHq>u'\ in MS. ' vUterasisiiMit, bat 

coneoled in MS. ' No addresi to tbii epislU ; bat cf. ep. ^71, from which it 

WDnld appear that it ia addressed lo the official! of the cxcbeqaer, of whoK 
ooodnct oompUiat ii there nuule to the King. ' i.e. iwif. • your MS. 



428 EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 

275- 
To John Lord Say^ 

1477. Ry^th worchipful oure trusty and entierly welbeloved, aftyr harty 

commendacyon, please hit you to wite, that amongs tharrerage oi 
thacompte of the prouctours that have been of this universyty of Oxon 
remaynyth yerly yn remembrance the some of c. s, havyng upon 
the name of rygth reverent fadire, oure bro)>«', late dean of Polys : 
whos sowle good assoyle. Wyche summe, by recordys of oure actys, 
wos delyvyrd to your said worshipful broJ>«r, than beyng proctoure oi 
this universytie, to an entent not jyt performed. We therefore, as 
well for the love that we yn comen ow to the honor of his name and 
yours, that were sume tyme chid of that same moder, as to theschew- 
ing of perell of his soule, exorte pray and requyre you to send by the 
berere here of the said sume of c. s. to oure gret necessity s ; as je 
may jeve us cause to pray the more tendyrly for the said soule and 
your good prosperyty to god, who have you yn blessid kepynge. 
Wryten in the house of oure congregacion the xv day of novembre. 

Acquittance of John Lord Say. 

1477. ' NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Rogerum Handeley et Thomam 
Parmeter, procuratores Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confeccionis presencium, de honorabili viro domino Johanne Say, 
milite, centum solidos, in plenam solucionem omnium debitorum 
venerabilis viri magistri Willelmi Say \ quondam procuratoris dicte 
Universitatis: De quibus quidem centum solidis fatemur nos fore 
solutos, dictumque dominum Johannem Say, militem, inde acquietamus 
per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in nostre con- 
gregaciom's domo^ quinio decimo die NovembriSj anno regni regis Edwardt 
[guar/i] ^ post conquestum decimo septimo, 

Fol.i3ob. Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1477. NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 

versitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Rogerum Hanley et Thomam 
Parmenter, procuratores Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confeccionis presencium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in 

' No title in MS. It appears, however, that Master William Say was Proctor in 
the year 1441, ct fol. 60 a. This letter then is plainly written to the brother. 
Lord John Say. 

' guarti omitted !»• ** 
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comitaiu Oxoniensi.sedecim solidos slerlingonim, pro quadam pensione 
predicte Universilali debiia, ac per eosdem Ahbatem el conventum ad 
festum S. Nicolai solvenda : De quibus sedeeim solidis fatemur nos 
fore soluloa, dictosque Abbalem et convemum inde acquietamus per 
presentes sigillo nostro communi signalas. Datum in nostre eongrt- 
garionis domo, quinio die Decembris, anno regni rtgis Edwardi [ywartf'] 
pott conquestum stplimo dtcimo. 



Acquittance of Oaoey Abbey- 
NovEROTT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
versiUlis Oxoniensis Cancellarium. Rogerum Hanley et Thomam 
Parmenter, procuratores Univer^itatis antedicte, recepisse el habuisse, 
die confectionis prescntium, de Abbale et convenlu de Osney in 
comitalu Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos ocio denarios sterlingonim, 
pro pensione quadam predicte Universitati debiti, ac per eosdem 
Abbaiem et conventum ad fesium S. Nicolai solvenda : De quibus 
quidem viginti sex solidis ocio denariis fatemur nos Tore s 
dictosque Abbatem et convenlum inde acquietamus per presentes 
sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in nestre (ongregaeionii domo, 
^into dit Decembris, anno regnt regis JSdwardi quarti post eonqueslum 
septimo dtcimo. 

276. 
To the Bishop of London. 

Though we can plead no servicr rendered lo entitle us to your henevo- 
Itnct.yet such is our affection for you and our sense 0/ your goodness 
l6 tu, that we venture to ask a favour, than which none can more eon- 
tribute lo the efficiency of tht University, or more surely win for you 
immortal honour. Though all our energies and anxiety have been 
exern'sed in the bm'lding of our school of divinity, yet af/rr many years 
it ii ttill unfinished. Our resources fail altogether , but we know your 
lAtraHly and invite you to undertake the completion. ftV are sensible 
Ihal we ask a great thing, but it is a thing no ordinary man could under- 
take. It is one with which your name will be for tfer associated, as that 
tf Solomon with the temple at ferusalem. 

Rkvsrendo in Christo pairi ac domino, domino Thome, divina 
providencia Londoniensi episcopo, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxon- 
icntis universusque regencium in eadem cetus sese in omni reverencia 
commissos faciunt. Etsi nulla unquam, reverende pater, a nobis in 
M ineriia proGcisci tanta potuerunt, ut nostro jure luam viciasim 

' gimrti omitted in MS. 
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beneficenciam vindicare possemus, hec nostra tamen respublica, et tue 
... * amantissima nobilitatis et tui erga ^ illam amoris semper conscia, 
mirifice nos hortata est, ut in tua potius benignitate quam nostris meritis 
confisi nequaquam vereremur hoc imprimis abs tua prestantia rogare, 
quo nihil nostre Universitatis amplitudinem vehementius illustraret, 
aut tue liberalitatis memoriam magis immortalem faceret. Quod si 
te minime peniteat in banc nostram, imo tocius Britannie, rempublicam 
ascriptum olim fuisse ; si ulla veteris, ut speramus, adversus illam 
caritatis adhuc vestigia in te resideant; si denique ceterorum com- 
plurium maxima erga suas respublicas merita tibi ante oculos proponas, 
non committendum putabis ut Universitati nostre ullum commodum 
in te claudas. Atque, ut institutum paucis perstringamus, scito, colen- 
dissime presul, nos omnem curam, sollicitudinem, studium atque 
diligenciam, omnem denique industriam locare atque figere in per- 
ficiendo nostro sacrarum litterarum ornatissimo domicilio; optimis 
equidem auspiciis inchoato, sed multis jam labentibus annis manco et 
prope neglecto. Quod si voluntatem facultas equaret, nihil esset 
preterea nobis requirendum. Sed cum desint nobis ea, quibus ad 
banc rem parandam opus est, cumque tuum in multis preclarissimis 
rebus liberale ingenium spectatum satis habemus, statuimus nimirum 
ad te supplices, optime pater, confugere, ut tanti operis perfeccionem, 
tibi potissimum atque unice commendatam, pro virili parte suscipias. 
Nee certe ignari sumus quid quantumve petimus. Tantumdem sane 
est, ut nee a vulgo hominum suscipi, nee a potenti viro negligi aut 
desperari debeat. Tantumdem est ut, quemadmodum laudes illorum 
hominum, qui tam preclarum opus auspicati sunt, nulla etas unquam 
conticescet, ita et tuum nomen, si hoc ipsum perficere voles, perpetuis 
monimentis apud nos merito celebretur. Tantumdem denique est, 
ut in hoc ipso eciam sapientissimo Salamoni comparari debeas, pre- 
sertim quod non secus illi templi Hierusalem, Deo in primis dedicati, 
construccio, quam tibi hujus domicilii, sacris litteris consecrati, con- 
summacio reservata esse putabitur. Sed ne pluribus perinde tecum 
agamus, singularissime domine, ac si beneficenciam tuam vel vi 
exsculpere vel potius desperare videamur, epistole modum imponemus. 
Hoc unum proposuerimus, rem nobis multo jucundissimam fore, ut 
tui, pro tantis beneficiis, et vivi et mortui memoriam nos posterique 
nostri sempiterna religione celebremus. Et valeat tua semper sancta 
paternitas, reverende presul ac domine prestantissime. Datum in 
nostre congregacionis domOy quarto decimo Kalendas Februarias, 

* A word erased in MS. "^ fgrtgia MS., corrected over the line by a nearly 

contemporary hand. 
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277. 
To the Bishop of Winchester. 

Would thai our groHiude were equal to your meriis, or that our words 
could express haw deeply we feel ; not indeed that we suppose you did so 
much /or us from any desire for our thanks y but lest we should seem to 
n^Uct a duty if we were silent. No one^ in this generation y has been so 
anxious for the general welfare of the University as yourself: while^ 
therefore^ we express to you our imperishable gratitude^ we also beg that 
you will not refuse to interfere in a matter of more private inter est ^ and 
use your influence to compose the differences between two litigants ^ by 
whose suit our privileges are imperilled, 

Rkverendo in Christo patri ac domino, domino Willelmo, divina I47^ 
providencia Wyntoniensi episcopo, Cancellarius Universitads Oxon- 
iensis universasque regencium in eadem cetus sese cum omni rever- 
encia commissos faciunt. Cupimus, magnifice presul, eas paternitad 
tue gracias agere, que vel tua erga nos merita equarent, vel nostram 
erga te voluntatem declararent. Non quod arbitremur graciarum 
expectacione impulsum te tantum de nobis benemereri voluisse, sed 
quo nihil videamur in te officii, quantum nos prestare possimus, pre- 
termittere. Verum tametsi tantus est tuorum in nos meritorum 
cumulus, tantusque nostre in te voluntatis ardor, ut nee illis respondere FoL 131 
nee huic sadsfacere nobis posse concessum sit ; tamen nee nostre 
quidem humanitatis est quod possumus omittere, nee tue quod non 
possumus requirere. Immortales itaque dbi, reverende pater, gracias 
agimus, quippe qui te omnium, quos nostra etas tulit, cupidissimum 
nostre Universitads prebueris ; tuam ad hoc prestanciam majorem in 
modum rogantes, ut qui, tua sponte incitatus, tantam' publicarum 
utilitatum curam gesseris, privatarum eciam, que ad nostros potissimum 
spectant, racionem habeas. £x privatis etenim comodis publica 
sepenumero crescunt Quamobrem cum jamdudum accepissemus 
magistrum Gy Ibertum Haydok, sacretheologie professorem, et Thomam 
Daners, ex tuis fidelissimis familiaribus unum, diutumis lidbus versatos 
esse, ad te, constandssime presul, rem omnem referendam putavimus. 
Iste publicis judiciis nostrum lacessit, ille item Universitads privilegia 
requirit. Quo fit ut non parum dmeamus, ne nostre tandem libertates 
periclitande sint. Te igitur magnopere obsecramus, humanissime 
presul, ut his vel tuorum vel nostrorum perturbacionibus exitum 
imponas : hoc enim nobis perinde omnibus ' gratum est, ac si in nos 

' tantum MS. ^ nobis ilx 
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omnes contulisses. £t valeat tua semper sancta patemitas, reverende 
presul. Datum Oxonie in nostre congregactonis domo^ quarto decimo 
Kalmdas Februartas. 

278. 

To the Bishop of London. 

When the letter of Master Chaundeler was read in our Convocation 
we most plainly perceived that your love /or us is very great, /or other- 
wise you would not have undertaken so great a work /or us. All present 
expressed unanimously their desire to obey your wishes, in anything you 
may require /rom us in return. We pray you to hasten, and suffer no 
other to snatch from you the honour due to you alone, 

1478. Reverendo in Christo patri ac domino, domino Thome, divina 

providencia Londoniensi episcopo, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis 
universusque regencium in eadem cetus sese cum omni reverenda 
commissos faciunt. £x litteris amplissimi viri, magistri Thome 
Chaundeler, quarto Idus Februarias coram universo reipublice nostre 
senatu perlectis, tuam, reverende pater, egregiam atque singularem 
erga nos caritatem luce clarius intelleximus. Que cimi antehac 
maxima fuerit, in hoc potissimum tempore tanta nobis omnibus est 
visa, ut nulla fere, post hominum memoriam, major excogitari possit 
Non enim arbitramur mortalium quempiam, nisi summa caritate 
affectum, adduci posse ut nostram tarn immenso rempublicam bene- 
ficio donaret. Hec cum ita sint, reliquum est, magnifice presul, ut 
nos ipsos — si quid in nobis situm erit, quod tibi gratum jucundumque 
videbitur — non minus in te humanos, quam tu in nos fueris, prebeamus. 
Itaque cum ex iisdem litteris cuncto senatui intellectum est, qualem 
meritorum vicissitudinem a nobis ipse requireres, nemo erat qui, 
quantum fas esset, non polliceretur lue morem voluntati pro virili sua 
parte gerere. Perge igitur, optime presul, ut cepisti ; et quoniam ad 
te unum hujus hereditas glorie potissimum spectat, age ne committas 
ut illam alienus unquam heres tibi preripiat Curabimus equidem ut 
te nunquam benignitatis tue penitebit. Feliciter vivat et valeat tua 
reverenda paternitas, magnificentissime presul et domine singularis- 
sime. Ex Oxonia, in nostre congregacionis domo, pridie Idus 
Februarias. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

I478* NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Can- 

cellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Rogerum Hanley et Thomam 
Parmynter, procuratores Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, 
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die confeccionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in 
comitatu Oxoniensi, quinquaginta duos solidos sterlingorum, pro 
quadam pensione predicte Universitati debita ac per eosdem Abbatem 
et conventum ad festum Pasche solvenda : De quibus quidem quinqua- 
ginta duobus solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem et 
conventum inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi 
signatas. Datum in nosire cangregactonis domo^ duodecimo die mensis 
Marcii, anno regni regis Edwardi quarH post conquestum decimo octavo. 



279. 

To the Bishop of London. 

The little delay in complying with your wishes has been caused by the 

importance of the matter^ which demanded mature deliberation, A statute 

for the commemoration of Cardinal Archbishop Kempe, and of yourself 

after your deaths has now been approved^ the particulars whereof are 

herein stated. And we trust you will accept this little recognition of 

your munificence ; for, insignificant though it be in comparison of the 

grecU service we hope for at your hands^ it is the expression of an 

unanimous feeling of gratitude ; and no statute has ever been made by the 

University possessing greater weight and authority, 

Rkverekdo in Christo patri ac domino, domino Thome, divina 1478. 
providentia Londoniensi episcopo, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoni- 
ensis universusque regentium in eadem cetus sese cum omni reverentia 
conmiissos faciunt. Si forte tuis, amplissime presul, optatis aliquantulo 
serius, quam aut nostre utilitates aut tua benignitas postulavit, respon- 
disse videmur, eo certe minus admirari debes, quo majorem deliberandi 
opportunitatem ' rei magnitudo efflagitabat. Maluimus equidem nimis 
segniter quam minus mature in rebus tam seriis consuluisse videri. 
Nunc tandem itaque omnia, que vel a nobis excogitari possent, vel 
a te potius expectari deberent, confccimus hoc pacto. 

Statutum est quod, singulis annis futuris temporibus, ad disposi- 
tionem Cancellarii et procuratorum, inter festum S. Luce Evangeliste 
et festum omnium Sanctorum, cum major solet esse confluentia magis- 
trorum, celebrentur exequie solemniter et missa in crastino, pro 
animabus venerabilium in Christo patrum ac dominonim, domini 
Johannis Kempe, nuper Cardinalis et Cantuariensis archiepiscopi, et 
domini Thome Kemp>e, Londoniensis episcopi, cum ab hac luce migra- 
verit. Quibus exequiis et misse dominus Cancellarius, omnes doctores 
omnium facultatum, et omnes magistri regentes, qui pro tunc infra 

^ oportunitatcm MS. 

U. H 
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Universilatis precinctum extiierini, inleresse leneantur. Et quilibel 
doctor sacre theologie, post leciionetn Ruam ordinariam in novis scholis 
iheologie, dicat has preces; ' Anima Domini Jokannis Kempt cardinalis, 
tl am'ma domini Theme Kempe Londoniensis episeopi, el an 
bene/aclorum nostrorum per miser icordiam Dei in pace requiescanl. 
quod quilibet gratlualus, quandocunque predicaiurus in his tiibus loc%j 
auE aliquo iatorum, videlicet infra Universitads precinctum, ad crucott' 
ToL 131b. S. Pauli, vel ad Hospitale S. Marie extra ' Bisshoppis gate ' Loadoniis, 
dictum reverendum palrem.dominum Thoniam Kempe, Londoniensem 
cpiscopum. nominaiim et expresae suis orationibus commendare lene- 

Iaiur. Proviso quod hec ordlnatio primo vim capiat et effectum, cum 
somma mille mercarum ad edificium scolarum sacre theologie ap- 
plicandarum Tuerint plenarie Universilali Oxoniensi persoluta. Et 
si contingat aliquam porcionem dicte summe mille mercarum, 
compietum edificium hujusmodi. remanere, quod porcio remanens' 
poTiatur in aliqua cista, ad usum scolarium mutuari volentium ; de qi 
cum summa const ileril, fiei statu turn. 
Hec sunt, ornatissime presul, unica pielatis in te nostre monumenta: 
tanlis denique cunctarum facultatum suffragiis eomprobata, ut pleniori 
saltern auctoritaie ne majores quidem nostri sanxisse quicquam aut 
statuisae potuerinl. Suscipias igitur, reverends paler, hoc precipuum 
nostre ordinationis munusculum, quanquam tuis in nos speratis merilis 
longe impar, in pignus amoris nostri ac sempiteme beneficiorum 
tuorum recordation is, nulla prorsus, ut speramus, oblivione unquam 
abolende. Et optime valeat tua reverenda palerniias, colendissime 
presul et domine singularissime. Datum Oxonie in nostre tongregati 
domo, pridie nonas Maias, anno Domini milUsimo quadringentesima 
septuagesimo octavo. 

Testimonial letter for Master Dionysius Cammayn. 
1478. Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes Hltere per* 

venerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magis- 
trorum regentium in eadem aalutem in omnium Salvatore. £a nobis 
atudiosorum hominum cura semper fuit. ut quibus in hac nostra 
potisaimum Universitate ad gradus promerendos virtutea ac discipline 
profuerint, illis eliam ubique terrarum ad gratiam conciliandam gradua 
ipsi prodesae possinl. Quam quidem expectatam mercedem eo faciliua 
illos assequi solere mcminimus, quo hec ipsa virtutum disciplin arum que 
ornamenta et majori auloritate et gravioribus testimoniia commendaia 
conSrmataque fuerint. Harum ilaque rerum diligenti animadversione 
' remcMtt MS. 
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impulsi testificamur dilectum nobis in Christo confratrem, magistnim 
Dionisium Cammajn, ejusmodi moribus atque disciplinis operam 
dedisse, at liberalium artium et baccallarius et magister merito eva- 
deret; et postremo cetera omnia, que ad tanti gradus festivitatem 
attinent, diligentissime pro viribus peregisse. Nos itaque, quo hec 
nostra benemeriti bominis commendatio plus apud ceteros ponderis 
habitura sit, has litteras Universitatis nostre sigillo consignari fecimus. 
Datum ^CjOnno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo sepiuagesimo octavo ^ 
quinto nanas Quintiles. 



280. 
To the Bishop of London. 

// tvas greatly to our interest to receive your benefaction as soon as 
possible^ and that we have not taken steps for that purpose hcLs been because^ 
through a mistake of the bearer of your missive^ we were not aware of 
your desire in the matter. Now, therefore ^ we have appointed four 
masters of arts and instructed them to receive the money from you and 
deliver it to us^ sending to you at the same time an acquittance^ if we may 
so call it f for the amount, 

Reverendo in Christo patri ac domino, domino Thome, divina pro- HT^- 
videntia Londoniensi episcopo, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis 
universusque regentium in eadem cetus sese cum omni reverentia 
commissos faciunt. Plurimum interfuisse nostra fatemur, amplissime 
presul, omni diligentia curasse ut tuis expectatissimis beneficiis quam 
celerrime potiremur. Nee sane ad ilia potiunda nobis unquam de- 
fuisset industria, si tuam in ea re sententiam, tabellionum culpa jam 
diu nobis ignoratam, — pridie namque nonas Quintiles primum intel- 
leximus, — prius exploratam habuissemus. Nunc vero tandem tuis 
consiliis acquiescentes, quatuor equidem viros, qui pecuniam abs te 
receptam quamprimum reddant, delegimus ; videlicet magistrum Ro- FoL 139 a. 
bertum Rowse, magistrum Johannem Peese, magistrum Walterum 
Bate, magistrum Walterum Knyghtley ; ad quos etiam, quo recipiendi 
laborem minime refugiant, conscripsimus. Simul etiam acquietanciam, 
si hoc nomine uti liceat, communi Universitatis nostre sigillo con- 
signatam ad te mittimus. Hec sunt, reverende presul, que ad nos 
attinere videbantur. Quod reliquum est a te solo expectamus. Fac 
igitur, quesumus, expectationis nostre compotes aliquando efficiamur. 
£t feliciter valeat tua reverenda patemitas, optime presul ac domine 
singularissime. Ex Oxotiia^ postridie nonas Quintiles^ anno Domini 
millesimo quadringentesimo sepiuagesimo octavo, 
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To four Masters of Arts, R. Rowse, John Peese, 
Walter Bate, and Walter Knyghtley. 

We believe you will underlaki with pleasurt any work for the ad-\ 
vantage 0/ the Universily ; and uie think you can conveniently acc^l 
payment from the Bishop 0/ London 0/ the sum of one hundred pounds to 
be paid by him. Accept, therefore, at our request, this charge ; and be 
assured that you can in no better way fulfil your obligations to us. 

Cancellarius Universitatis Oxonienais universusque regentium in 
eadem celus prestantissimis viris, magislris Roberto Rowse, Johanni 
Peese, Waltero Bate, Waltero Knyghtley, salulem plurimam dicunt. 
Credimus, amplissimi viri, ea semper apud vos caritale rempublicam 
nostram coli aique venerari. ut omnis labor pro tuenda ilia susceptus 
vobis non injucundus videri debeat. Quamobrem, cum reverendus in 
Christo pater ac dominus, dominus Thomas, Londoniensis episcopus, 
centum libras ad nostram Universitatem jamdiu mittere statmssei, 
misisselque, si quos ad hoc delectos Universitatis nomine pecuniam 
illam recepluros naetus fuisset, vos tandem opportune' nobis anle 
oculos occurristis, qui bus auto ri tat em recipiendi committere debuimus. 
Suscipite igitur, quesumus, banc autoritatem, et vobis, ul speramus, 
minime molestam et nobis apprime utilem. Nihil erit, credite nobis, 
in quo magis unquam vestris erga banc rempublicam officiis satisfacere 
videbimini. Valele, prestantissimi viri. Ex Oxoma, postridie nonat 
Quintiles. 

Acquittance ' of Thomas Kempe, Bishop of London. 

1478. NovERiNT universi per presenles, nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Can- 

cellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Galfridum Symeon et David Irlond, 
procuratores ejusdem, die confectionis presentium, recepisse a venerabili 
in Christo patre ac domino, domino Thoma, divina providentia Londo- 

Lniensi cpiscopo, centum libras iegalis monete Anglie, ad usum et 
utilitatem Universitatis predicle : De qua quidem summa fatemur noa 
fore solutos. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune Universitatis 
apponi fecimus; octavo die mensisfulii, anno regni regis Edmardi quarti 
post conquestum decimo octavo. 
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r Statute for Commemoration of John and Thomas Kempe. 

TTie Slalutt, promised in May preceding, passed in Congregation, 
^~providing for the commemoralion of John Kempe, late Cardinal Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury , and Thomas Kempe, bishop of London. 

Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, presenies litteras inspecturis 
seu audiluris, Thomas Chaundelere, Cancellarius Universilalis Oxoni- 
ensis, cetusque unanimis magistrorum regentium et non-regentium in 
eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore, Ea nobis semper cura fuit atque 
soUiciiudo, ut nichil omnino humanitalis aut oiScii, quantum in nobis 
siium est, erga eos, qui in nostram rempublicam ulla cariiate sunt 
affecli, unquam pretermissum esse deberet. Quocirca, cum lania 
tamque singularis sit in nos revercndi in Christo patris ac domini, 
domini Thome, Londoniensis episcopi, benevolencia, ut nulla fere major 
excogitari possit, neque raonalium quispiam nostra elate ampliori 
Universitatem matrem nostram beneficio donaverit ; nostris erga pre- 
faium colendissimum presulem ofRciis minime satisfeeisse videbimur, 
nisi pro tamis beneficiis aliquam ' spiritualem saltern munerum vicissi- 
ludinem rependamus. Quarto igitur Idus Aprilis, anno Domini mille- 
simo quadringentesimo septuagesimo octavo, magistro predicto Thoma 
Chaundelere Cancellario, et magistris Galfrido Symeon et David Irelond 
procuratoribus, ex unanimi consensu magistrorum regentium et non- 
rcgentium statutum est ', ' quod singulis annis fuluris lemporibus,' 6fc. 
(sub eadem forma qua supra ex altera parte in litteris incipientibua 
post salutaiionem, ' Si forte luis',' ^c. usque ad hec verba inclusive 
'felstatutum.') In quorum premissorum omnium fidem et testimonium 
prefaias litteras communi Universitaiis nostre sigiUo consignari fecimus. 
Datum in noitre cengregationis domo, anno Domini millesimo quadrin- 
gentaimo stptuagtsimo octavo, lertio Idus Seplembret. 
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To Thomas Kempe, Bishop of London. Fol. laab,! 

There could be no more convincing evidence of the sincerity of your lave 
for us, than thai unsolicited you have bound yourself by deed under your 
seal to the performance of your promise. We desire likewise It 
you the performance if that we have undertaken in return. If, therefore, 
we do not immediately carry out all your wishes, rest assured that the 
delay it only because we wait until, by the resumption of lectures^ tht 
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ance of all Iht facullies may bt had ; thai so Ihe function 
the greairr sokmmly. MasUr Knyghtley, who is no las 
•r service than to ours, wilt put this clearly before you. 

Reverendo in Chrisio patri ac domino, domino Thome, divins 
provideniia Londoniensi episcopo, domino suo aingularissimo, Can- 
cellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis universusque regencium in eadem 
cetus sese cum omni reverencia commissos faciunt. Etsi tuam in nos 
carilatem atqiie benevoienciam, reverende pater, spectalam satis semper 
habuimus, nulla lamen unquam cvideniiora tui nostram erga rera- 
publicam amoria argumenta nobis esse potuerunl, quam quod tua 
Bponte incitatus, quo nos tuis de beneficiis cerrissimos efficeres, teipsum 
tuo nobis sigillo obligari hoc tempore decreveris, Isiud certe non 
arbitramur Ee tecum slaluisEc, magnifice presul, nisi ut immensam 
beneficenciam tuam seeuri expectaremus. Atque idcirco nostra pro 
fecio non parum interesse fatemur, omni cura el studio efficere ul de 
iis, que pro tantis in nos meritia, a nobis vicissim expectas, tuam 
dominacionem quam securissimam eciam reddamua. Propterca, si 
forte in omnibus tue morem voluntali modo non geramus, admirari 
non debes, ampliasime presul, neque ob aliud id esse factum tibi 
persuadeas, quam ut omnibus tuis optatis plenissima cunclarum facili- 
tate, quod hoc vacacionia tempore efficere non poasumus, in proxima 
magislrorum resumpcione tutissime satisfaciamus. Ad quam eerie rem 
quam paratissimi sumus, testis est tue dominacionis amantissimus 
masque fidelissimus capiellanus, magister Walterua Knyghtley, et tue 
in nostram rempublicam caritatis et nostre in le pietatis plene conscius. 
Ceierum ne tuis tarn immensis nimis aegniter respondere videamur 
beneficiis, prestantissirae pater, adveniente sialuto tempore, posteris 
nostris prebentes exemplar, tui memoriam quam diligentissime cele- 
brare confidimus. Qua profecto re ad nostram posteritatem tibi 
securius obligandam, tuamque erga nos benevoienciam, ut speramus. 
confimiandam, nihil pocius arbitrati sumus. Et feliciter valeat tua 
reverenda patemitas, optime presul ac domine singularissime. Ex 
Oxoniis, kriio Idus Seplemhres. 

Acquittance of Bishop of London for two hundred marks. 

NovntiNT universi per presentes nos, magistrum Thomam Chaunde- 
lere.CanrtUariumUniversilalis Oxoniensis, et universum cetum magis- 
BWa i^cncinm et non-regencium ejusdem Universitatis rccepisse et 
Mb^e,d)e ConTeccionis prescncium, de reverendo in Christo patre et 
.^^te, AnbM Thoma Kempe, episcopo Londoniensi, ducenlas 
i^Bl^i^pb BiooeU Angiie, in panem solucionis milie mercarum 
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r predictum dominum Thomam Kempe, Londoniensem episcopum, 
predictis domino Thome Chaundelere, Cancellario, et universo celui 
magistrorum regeneium et non-regencium Universitatis supradicte pro 
quodam edificio, pro scola doctorum in iheologia, prope collegium 
Exoniense siluata, concessarum : De quibus quidem ducentis mercis 
Tatemur nos in forma predicta fideliier fore soluios, dictumque dominum 
Thomam Kempe, Londoniensem episcopum, et executores suos inde 
esse quietos per presentes. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum commune 
Universitatis supradicte presentibus est appensum. Datum tertio die 
mensis Sepiembris, anno Domini millesimo quadringtnksimo sepiuagesimo 
eelavo, el anno regni regis Edwardi quarti posl conqiushim Anglit decimo 
octavo. 

^ Indenture between Thomas Kempe, Bishop of London, 
and the University. 
Whereas the Chancellor and masters have by statute bound themselves 
and thiir successors /or ever, to celebrate a solemn funeral service and 
mass every jiear, between the /easts 0/ S. Luke and All Saints, /or the 
repose 0/ Ike souls 0/ John Kempe, sometime Cardinal bishop and arch- 
bishop 0/ Canterbury, and 0/ Thomat Kempe, his nephew, bishop 0/ 
Lotuion {after he shall have departed this life) ; and also that all preachers 
within the University, or at S. Paul's Cross, or at S. Mary's Bishops- 
gate, and all doctors 0/ divinity, at the end 0/ every lecture, shall pray for 
the said souls, and /or the souls 0/ all the /aithful departed ; now there- 
fore the said Thomas Kempe, in return /or the same, grants by this 
present deed to the said Chancellor and masters the sum 0/ one thousand 
marlis, whereof two hundred to be paid at t/ie date 0/ this present wrilifig, 
and two hundred more every year on the /east 0/ All Saints, until the debt 
shall have been discharged ; to apply the same to the completion 0/ the new 
school 0/ theology : and the Chancellor and masters undertake so to apply 
it, and to BO other purpose: and that, 1/ any sum remains after l/u 
building is finished, it shall be placed in the Kemfe Chest, and used for 
the support of poor scholars, being lent for that purpose in the manner 
usual in the University, 

Hec indentura, facta tertio die mensis Septembris, anno Domini 
millesimo quadringenlesimo sepluagesimo octavo, et anno regni regis 
Edwardi quarti post conquestum Anglie decimo octavo, inter reve- 
rendum in Ciiristo patrem, dominum Thomam Kempe, episcopum 
Londinensem, ex una parte, et magisirum Thomam Chaundelere, 
Cancellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, et universum cetum magistro- 
rum regencium et non-regencium ejusdem Universitatis, ex altera 
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parte, tesiatur, quod cum dicius magister Thomas Chaundelere, Cin* ' 
cellarius, et cetus magistrorum regencium et non-regencium antedicti, 
ob singularem affeccionem et amorem, quem erga dictum episcopum 
London iensem gerunt, coneesseruni et, per stalutum in magna con- 
gregacione eorumdem magistrorum regencium et non-regencium facia 
ediium, quarto Idus Aprilis anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 
septuagesimo octavo, decreverunt, et obligaverunt se et successores 
SUDS ad celebrandas perpeluis temporibus fiituris, singulis annis inter 
festum S. Luce et omnium Sanctorum, solemnes exequias et missam 
solemnem, in navi ecclesie S. Marie infra eandem ecdesiam in (Ucta 
Universitale Oxoniensi, pro anima felicis recordacionis reverendiaaimi 
in Christo palris, domini Johannis Kempc, olim episcopi Cardinalis et 
archiepiscopi Cantuariensis, avunculi dicti domini Thome Kempe, 
Londoniensis episcopi, ac pro anima ejusdem episcopi, cum ab hac 
1. luce migraverit ; et ad habendum eum speciahter recom men datum, et 
noniinatim recommendatum devolis oracionibus universi populi, ubi 
et quando aliquem eorum pubJice predicare in dicla Universitalc 
Oxoniensi contingii, sive ad altam ctucem in cimiterio S. Paul! I 
Londoniis, aut apud hospitale 5. Marie extra ' Bisshopisgate ' juxtft I 
Londonium; et quod singuli doctores in sacra theologia in eadem \ 
Universitate esistentes, et eorum successores, post ordinarias suas 
lecciones perpeluis temporibus fuluris diceni has preces sequentes, 
'Anima domini Johannis Kimpe, olim tpiscopi Cardinalis, archiepiscopi 
Cantuariensis, et anima domini Thome Ketnpe, Londoniemis episcopi, et 
anime omnium benefactorum nostrorum per misericordiam Dei in pact 
requiescant' ; nolens igitur dictus dominus Thomas, episcopus Londo- 
niensis, tantum beneficium irremuneratum existere, consideransque 
quod in dicta Universitate Oxoniensi est quoddam edificium, pro scola 
doctorum in theologia, prope collegium Eitoniense situalum, dispositum, 
adeoque sumptuose inceptum quod dictus Cancellarius cetusque magis- 
trorum antedicti expensis Universitatis nequeunt consummare, concedit 
et present! scriplo indentato obhgat se et executores suos eisdcm magis- 
tro Thome Chaundeler, Cancellario, et cetui magistrorum regencium 
et non-regencium supradiciis eorum que successoribus ad solvendum 
mille marcas, sub modo et forma sequenti, videlicet in die confeccionis 
presencium indenturarum dictus dominus Thomas, episcopus Londo- 
niensis, solvet seu solvi faciei ducentas mercas ; et in vigilia omnium 
Sanctorum, que erit in anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo 
septuagesimo nono, alias ducentas mercas ; et sic, de anno in annum, 
in vigilia omnium Sanctorum vel citra, quousque dicta summa mille 
mercarum loialiter fucril persoluta talibus personis, per Canccllarium 
et procuratores in congregacione magistrorum regencium dictc Uni- 
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■ fersitatis Osoniensis deputandis seu assignandis, habentibus suffi' 
cientem auctoritatem sub sigillo com muni Universi talis predicte 
rccipiendi et acquietandi dictum dominum Thomam, episcopum Lon- 
doniensem, etexecutores suos, de omnibus pecuniarum summis per eos 
recipiendis. Et diclus magisler Thomas Chaundelere, Cancellarius, et 
universus cetus magisirorum rcgencium et non-regencium dicte Uni- 
versitatis obligant se et successores suos per presens scriptura inden- 
tatiun diclo domino, episcopo Londoniensi. in mille mercis sterlingomm, 
Eolvetidis eidem domino Thome Kempe, Londoniensi episcopo, et 
cxecutoribus suis, quod nee ipsi, nee alii quicumque, dictam summam 
mille mercarum, nee aliquam partem ejusdem, alienabunt, accomtno- 
dabunt aul in alios usus converlenl, quam in edificacionem seu con- 
simccionem dicte nove seole; nisi de dicia summa alique pecunie 
remanserinC post completam edificacionem, vitriacionem et descos 
ejusdem scole factos ; quas pecunias diclus Cancellarius et universus 
cetus magisirorum regeneium et non-regeneium dicte Universitatis, 
secundum anliquam fundaeionem cisiarum ibidem, reponent seu per 
alios magislros per eos depuiandos reponi facient absque dilacione in 
cisla voeata cista domini Thome Kempe, sub diversis clavibus serata, 
in suslentacionem pauperum scolarium in eadem Universitate studen- 
cium, de eadem summa mutuare volencium, sub sufficicnti caucione 
ponenda in eadem eista, sbi hujusmodi pecunie conservantur, modo 
conformi, sicut antiquilus in eadem Universitate consuelom fuit. Et 
in testimonium omnium premissorum lideliter perimplendorum, uni 
parti hujus indenture, jienes dictum reverendum in Chrislo patrem, 
dominum Thomam Kempe, episcopum Londoniensem, remanenti, 
prediclus magister Thomas Chaundelere, Cancellarius antedicius, et 
cetus magisirorum regeneium el non-regencium dicte Universitatis 
sigillum commune Universitatis supradicie apposuerunt; aheri vero 
parti ejusdem indenture, penes predicium Cancellarium et eetum 
magisirorum regeneium et non-regencium remanenti, predictus reve- 
rendus in Christo pater dominus Thomas Kempe, episcopus Londo- 
osia, sigillum suum apposuiL Datum die tl anno supradiclis. 



^^^ We are very sensible of the value of your services, which art of 
general utilily to the Univiriily, and cannot feel satisfied without 
expressing our gratitude, in a humble way it is true, but in substantial 
form. We thtrefort signify to you thai by vole of Convoealion you are 
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To Master Peter Courteney, Dean of Exeter. 
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admitkd to the same degree here as that you enjoy in the University g^' 
Padua, and moreover that for your convenienee the oalh pf incorporatiim 
may be adminislered to you, at any place you choose, by commisiionen 
appointed for the purpose. 

I. Amplissimo viro ac domino, magistro Peiro Courteiiey, Kiconiensis 

ecclesie decano dignissimo, Cancellarius Universtlatis Oiiomeiisis 
universusque regentium in eadem cetus salutem plurimam dicunt. 
Non possum exigua nobis lua in nostros videri meriia, prestantissime 
vir ac dotnitie, presertim cum ejusniodi sinl ut simul in publicam 
utililalem redundent. Quapropter nobis ipsis nequaquam salisfacere 
poluimus, nisi libi pro tantis immortalibus beneficiis aliquas gradas, 
quanquam impares, non tarn verbis quam re ipsa ageremus. Signi- 
ficamus itaque Eibi, plena regencium auctoritate concessum esse, ut 
eodem dignitatis nomine, quo Padue donatus es, in nosiram Univer- 
sitalem ascribi posses. Forma siquidem gracie hec est ' Supph'cal 
venerabili eongregacioni, dfc. egregius vir, mngisler Petrus Courleney, 

^b. doctor juris canonici in Universilate Palavensi, ijualenus posset incor- 
porari in hac Universilale sub eodem gradu'. Hec gracia est concessa 
simpliciler ; sed quoniam animadvertimus tuam prestanciam in tantis 
pastoralium occopationum fluctibus versari oportere, ut nulla visendi 
Oxonias tibi facuUas dabitur, nonis Quintilibus consultum est, ut 
nichilominus incorporation is tue Juramenium ubicumque locorum tiU 
suscipere licerel, cujus concessionis hec est forma: 'Sexto die JuUi 
dispensatum est, quatenus juramentum coneernens incorporacionem 
venerabili! viri, magistri Petri Courleney, posset deferri ei per Can- 
cellarium et procuratores, aui per commissarium et procuralores seu 
ear urn deputatos, ubicumque placueril illi.' Cupimus, amplissime 
domine, has gracias — utinam lam tua prestancia dignas quam gratis 
a nobis concessas— ea et sponle et comitate qua contuUmus a le 
suscipiendas esse. Quod si feceris, incredibilis ad tua maxima bene- 
ficia cumulus accessisse videbitur ; atque ut facias iterum atque iterum 
rogamus. Et vale, prestantissime vir ac domine, et altera reipublice 
nostre expectata saJus. £x Oxoniis, sextodecimo Kalendas Novembres. 

284. 

To W. Waynfleet, Bishop of Winchester. 

Four great benejicence is so far from deterring us that it makes 
us venture to as& a further favour, for we remember the saying of 
Cicero that it is the mark of a noble mind to be willing to incur new 
obligations to those who have already shmun us tindness. Will you 
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Und ttt the machines you have used /or the erection of your beautiful 
college .' To provide such expensive things for ourselves would be a great 
drain upon our resources, and would seriously delay the completion of 

Reveresho in Christo patri ac rfomiiio, domino Willelmo, divina 
provideniia Wynloniensi episcopo, Cancellarius Univcrsitaiis Oxoni- 
ensis universusque regentium in eadem cetus sese cum omni reverenlia 
commissos faciunt. Non potuerunt, atnplissime presul, lua nos 
ingentissinia beneficia deterrere, quomimis pro communi reipublice 
nostre utililaCe, si quid ipsius interesset, ad tuam prestantiam con- 
scriberemus. Est enim, ut ait Cicero, nobilis animi atque ingenii, 
cui mulium debeas ei plurimum velle debere. Quapropter cum, 
stalueniibus jam nobis ad novarum scholarum perfectionem prorsus 
incumbere, tuum quoque sub>idium ad earn rem perquam opportunura 
videatur, le rogamus, oplime pater — ut qui semper ad communes 
militates amplectendas lua spome salis incitatus es — nostris eliam 
precibus ad eas ipsas incilari velis. Atque, ut intclligas quid est quod 
tanlopero cupimus, desunt profecio nobis edificiales machine, adeo 
quidem ad nostrum institutum necessarie, ut sine iis nichil aggrediendum 
flit; quas si de intcgro parabimus, necesse eril cum grandem in illis 
jwcuniam exhauriri, tom expectali operis consummation em diutius 
retardari. Quibus equidem malis te unum in primis, magnifice 
presul, facile mederi posse inteJligimuiv, si [vel '] illis ediRcialibus 
instrumentis, que ad tui clarissimi collegii fabricam comparala sunt, 
utendi nobis copiam feceris. Hoc cerld nichil erit nobis, vel ad levandos 
sumptus vel ad ceteritaiem construendi, accommod alius. Quod si 
nostra causa facturum te receperis, curabimus equidem nos ut gra- 
tbrum acliones tibi feneremus. Nam cum pro illis meritis, que non 
rogatus ultra contuleris, magnas tibi gracias agere debemus, tum pro 
iis, que posiulantibus nobis concesseris, multo maximas agemus et 
habebimus. £t feliciter valeat tua sancta paternitas, reverende presul 
ac domine. 

Acquittance of Eynsbam Abbey. 

NovEKiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
veraitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Galfridum Symeon et David 

ilond, procuratores Univerailatis antedicie recepisse et habuisse, die 
Iconfeccionis prescncium, de Abbatc et conventu de Eynsham in 
Oxoniensi sedccim solidos slerlingorum, pro quadam 
'pensione predicte Universilali debita, ac per eosdem Abbatem et 
conventum ad festum S. Nicholai solvenda : De quibus quidem 
' vtl written orer the line In Ihe MS. 
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scdecim solidis fatemur nos fore solutos. dictutnque Abbatem 

I inde acquieiatnus per presentes sigillo nos 
signatas. Datum in nosire coagrcgacionis dome, quarto die Deeembris, 
anno rignt regit Edwardi quarti post conqutstum A nglie octodectma. 



I 
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Iiten greatly annoyed by one William Ifye, and meeting him one day iA ^H 
ike suburbs of Oxford, and not, as he falsely asserts, in a town oulsidi ^H 
the jurisdiction of the University, he brought him before the Commissary; ^| 
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Fol. 134 a. I'o Uie Bishop of Lincoln, Lord Chancellor. 

A'o ease, we believe, more than that of our servant fohn Graunt, 
deserves lo be dealt with by so great an authority as your own. Having 
been greatly annoyed by one William Ifye, and meeting him one day iA 
the suburbs of Oxford, and not, as he falsely asserts, in a town oulsidi 
the jurisdiction of the University, he brought him before the Commissary, 
when their differences were composed on a distinct agreement that no 
previous ground of dispute should hereafter be brought by either party befoi 
any judge other than our Chancellor. But, his oath notwithstanding, and 
in spite of a penally of forty pounds, William Hye is now sueing the said 
fohn Graunt in another court, impiously despising God, and audacious^ 
violating our ancient privileges. We have moreover, besides his writiem 
agreement above menlioned, witnesses who will prove that his statement 
that hi was assaulted, beaten, and finally imprisoned, are all false. 
1478. Rev£kendo in Christo patri ac domino, domino Thome, divinii 

Iprovidentia Lin coin iensi episcopo, Cancellario Anglic dignisaimo, 
Cancellarius Universiiatis Oxon iensi s universusque regentium in 
eadem cetus sese cum omni reverentia commissos faciunt. Si ulla 
unquam causa tarn digna tamque justa visa e^t, in qua maximi 
patToni cum summa laude versari possent, earn tibi, ampUssime 
presui, his temporibus a nobis oblatam tntelligas, Est enim ejustnodi, 
que nee silencio preteriri, nee a mediocri palrono suscipi debeat ; in 
qua eciam tuenda rem profecto et Deo gralam et hominibus utilem 
feceris. Quam ut paucis transigamus, anno regni regis Edwardi 
quart! post conquestum sexto, familiaiis noster Johannes Graunt, qui 
turn Universiiatis nostre libertatibus donaius, cum a quodam Willelmo 
Hye nonnullis molestiis aliquamdiu lacesseretur, ilium forte, ila ut 
fit in ipsius Oxonie suburbiis, offensum, ad commissarium perduxit. 
Apud quern causa exposita, post aliquot dies inter illos pax ita 
convenit, ui pretexiu alicujus ante ilium diem facte injurie coram alio 
judice quam Universiiatis Cancellario neuter aiterum impeierct. Quod, 
quo ratum esset, tactis sacrosanctis jurejurando adacti sunt, adjecta 
insuper quadiaginta librarum pena. Sed plus poluit alterius impro- 
bitas quam vel Dei vel hominum timor : violata namque fide ausus est 
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proximis his diebus dictum johannem Grauni apud exiernos judices 
conficlis mendaciis oppugnare. In quo vehementer admiramur 
primum hominis impieiatem, uC Immortalem contemneret ; (urn 
audaciam, ut nostras noatrorumque immunitaies a summis pomiiicibus 
regibusque concessis infringeret ; denique improbitatem, ut innocentem 
vinim opprimerel. Que nisi cerlo nobis constarent, ea nequaquam, 
reverende pater, tetnere afErmaremus. Exiat namque memoria pro- 
misse fidei litteris mandata; extant quoquc privilegia certlssima 
libertates nostras continentia, que sola etiam, si cetera nobis omnia 
deessent, justissimam tamen huic viro defensionem afferrent. Sed 
quoniam non postulat Vetera convents privilegiave nostra, quoquo 
pacio sibi profutura, nisi suam quoque innocenliam Veritas ipsa 
comprobet; reliquum est falsa iJia esse ostendamus, que adversus 
islum conficta sunt. Primo namque ait calumniator ille se, dum in 
oppido quodam, ab Universitate nostra satis lemoto nostreque ditioni 
minus obnoxio, versaretur, vi arreplum ad urbem Oxonie perduclum 
esse, deinde plagis impositis vulneratum, postremo carceribua iraditum 
immanissimeque tractatum. Que singula, crede nobis, usque adeo 
falsa sum, ut non modo non facta sed ne cogitata quidem unquam 
fuerint. Presto enim sunt in hunc diem testes, qui plane affirmant 
ilium in suburbano pome orientem versus reperlum esse, illincque 
ad commissarium venisse, nee antea verberibus cesum nee posiea 
carceribus mancipatum. Habes, op time presul, sum mam cause, 
quidem sententia justissime nee lua dignitale indigne. Quam 
majorem in modum propterea commendamus, quod in ilia con- 
incie curia, que justissimis causis calumnia quadam oppugnalis 
sufTragari solet, plurimum auctaritate vales. Quod si, nostro 
rogatu inductus, quantum in hac re potes tantum voles, profecto 
Dei glorie el nostris privilegiis et hominis innocencie vehementer 
«>nsuluisse videberis. Et feliciter valeaC tua reverenda palernitas, 
Butgnifice presul et Cancellarie dignissime. Dalum Oxmie in nottre 
tengrigationis domn, octavo kaUndas Mareiat, 
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To the King. F 

TT^ough wt could appeal to txamphs of many royal patrons of learning 

'» days gont by, we feel no need to do so in this Idler, and prefer lo rely 

H your generosity to-day rather than on the shadowy and vague 

X^aditions of Ihe past. You have ever shown, unasked, a great interest 

m our prosperity, and now we beg your help in a work which will very 
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greally incrtast the credil of Ihi Univtrsily. Quite laltly we have/ouni 
friendi of these our studies, who have resolved to complete our school of 
theology for sixty years past abandoned, and we have spared neither 
trouble or expense in engaging stommasons to finish the wort. Now, 
however, we are brought to a standstill by your requiring these workmem 
for your own splendid buildings now in progress ; and knowing yoitr 
zeal in building for the glory if God, we ask not that you will send baek 
to us any of the workmen in question, but we beg thai, if the Bishop t^ 
Winchester will lend us any of those, whose services you granUd him-i 
{to build his college), yoti will allow us to employ them. \ 

Christianissiko principi Edwardo, Dei gratia regi Anglie et 
Francie, Oxoniensisque reipublice protectori singularissimo, Cancel- 
larius Universitalis Osoniensis universusque regeniium in eadem cetus 
sese cum omni reverenlia commisGos faciunt. Elsi poasumus, 
illustrissime princeps, quam pSurimos vetustioris en reges com- 
meniorare, qtioniin beneficio litterarum studia vehemenler illiistraU 
sunt; hac lamen imilande virtutis commemoraiione nobis apud le 
nequaquatn uti oporiere visum est, quippe qui, sine uUo superioris 
etatis regum exctnplo, singularem luende nostre Universilalia curam 
tua sponie susceperis. Nos iuque pottus in hac tua present) bonitate, 
quam in ilia umbraiili re rum dubiarum mcmoria coniiai, tuam 
celsitiidinctn Imprimis hortabimur, ul in iis potissimum rebua, que ad , 
honesiandam nosiiam rempublicam maxime conducunt, eum nobis ' 
rogantibus le prebeas, queni semper prebiiurum non rogatus ultro 
slatueras. Quod si abs tua benignitale impetrabimus, nullum certe 
beneBcium magis hoc temporL' necessarium abs le in nos proHcisd 
potutsse cognosces. Nacti enim sumus paucis jam diebus virot 
nostre Universitatis observantissimos, qui ornatissimum sacre theologie 
domicilium, cum sexaginla fenne annos derelicium jamdiu squalescerct, 
perficere constituenint. Que res quo celerius tandem expediri posset, 
profecto nee laboribus nee impensis pepercimus, quin perquisitis 
lalhomis suprcmam open manum imponerenius. Nunc vero, quia 
quos summa diligentia perquisivimus, ad tua magnifica opera sunt 
accersiti, ultra progredi non possumus. Atque hec operis intermissio 
earn nobis desperationem affert, ut nisi quam primum cepla mature- 
mus, verendum erit ne illis, qui sumptus hactenua suppediiaruni, ad 
consommandum vita non suppetat. Et dum animadvertimus tuam 
ardentissimam in edificanda ad Dei gloriam ecclesia diiigentiam, 
nullos eorum, quos lua auctoritate accersitos intellezimus, abs te 
repetere tuidemus. Hoc tantum postulamus, ut si reverendus paler, 
dominus episcopus Wyntoniensis, noslro rogaiu persuasus, aliquos ex 
his, quos usui suo concesscris, noslro eliam usui impartiri volei, illis 
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kltem utendi nobis potcstatem facias. Quod cum nee luis edificiis 
oflficere possit, turn nostria utilissimum erit. Vale, strenuissime 
princeps et Christianissime rex, noslreque UniversitatU protector 
unice. Datum Oxmii in nostrt congrega/iont's dome, sexia Kalendas 

K'™ 287. 

To the Abbot of Abingdon. 
As God is our vjitntss, it is long since anything has given us greater 
asurt than that you, of all the sons 0/ our mother the University, have 
rome to be so distinguished a man, and so exalted a father of the 
church that the whole realm is honoured by your distinction ; in which 
we rejoice the more because it has been won by your own industry and 
talent. And if , as we hope, your great opportunities do but increase in 
you the habit of benevolence, you will, if we may venture to say so, 
be glad to do us a service, to whom you are bound by so close a lie. 
When, therefore, we heard of your intended visit to Rome, we thought 
it a good opportunity to consult with you as to obtaining a confirmation 
of our privileges ; and, because the subject is one that cahnot be dealt 

»vnlh in few words, we have charged our ChantellOr to explain it to you. 
Reverendo pairi ac domino, domino Johanni, Abbali de Abyndone, 1478. 
Clarissimo viro sacrarumque iitterarum professori dignissimo. Cancel- 
larius Universitatis Oxoniensis universusque regentium in eadem cetus 
Baluiem plurimam dicum. Deum hominesque testamur, optime pater, 
rem certe nullam jamdiu magjs optabilem nobis accidisse, quam quod 
le ex omnibus matris nostre Filiis unum, idque elate nostra, vidimus 
in tam prestanlem vinim laraque magnificum patrem evasisse, ut 
universam Brilanniam tue singula res eximieque virlutes penitus 
illustrarenl. Que profecto non tam suapte natura jucunde nobis 
fucrc, quam quod luas tuaque industria comparatas esse cognovimus. 
At si tantarum rerum te, ut spcramus, minime peniieai, non dubitamus 
luam prestanlem naiuram consuetudine bencficeniie. ui Ciceronis 
utamur verbis, paratiorem fore et tanquam exercitatiorem ad bene 
promerendum de mullis ; sed, quod pace lua dixerimus, mullo Fol. 135 a 
maxime de nobis, presertim quos majori quodam necessitatis vinculo 
bcc et nostra et tua veneranda parens libi muiuo devinxit. Qua- 
propler, cum nobis jampridem inlellectum esse! le ad urbem Romam 
quamprimum proficisci velle, opere precJum certe nobis videbatur de 
lummis reipublicc nosire privilegiis aul confirmandis aui impetrandis 
L sate profectionem tuam nonnulla tecum agcre. Que cujusmodi sint, 
E quooiam paucis explican non possuot, ex prestantissimo viro, domino 
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Cancellario nostro, cujus fidei, quesumus, in hac re fidem habeas, 
plenissime cognosces. In quo si, ut paullo ante de omnibus ita de 
nobis, benemerendi tibi cura erit, proficies equidem ut quantum 
ceteros omnes superioris beneficii magnitudine viceris, tantum teipsum 
istius muneris immortalitate vicisse videaris. Illud namque duntaxat 
iis, qui tum supererant, suffragan potuit; hoc vero non tam nobis 
quam posteris nostris miriiice prodesse poterit. Vale, reverende pater 
et colendissime Abbas. Datum Oxonie in nosire congregaiiom's damo, 
tercio Kalendas Marcias. 



288. 

To the Dean of Exeter. 

// has ever been the wisdom of our predecessors to show peculiar 
respect for learning in persons of high social rank: it is due both to 
their position and their merits whereof the one adds lustre to the Univer- 
sity and the other advances its work. You have been raised to a position 
to which your family could never have aspired^ and we ought not to be 
behind hand in coriferring upon you a corresponding degree of academical 
advancement. In communicating to you the unanimous vote of Convoca- 
tion by which the degrees are conferred^ we hope you will not consider 
them an unworthy tribute, and that we may reckon upon your help and 
protection, 

1478. Prestanti ac nobili viro, domino Leonello Widewill, Exoniensis 

ecclesie decano colendissime, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis 
universusque regentium in eadem cetus salutem plurimam dicunt. 
Sapienter instituisse majores nostri nobis videntur, amplissime domine, 
viros ingenues litteris eperam daturos summa semper apud nes 
veneratione celendes esse. Hoc enim et nobilitatis conditio et 
meriterum magnitude postulabat. Tanta namque fuit multerum 
nebilitas, tanta fuerunt merita ut ilia in gleriam ista in utilitatem 
Universitatis nestre redundarent. Nes igitur, queniam certo scimus 
ea te nebilitate pellere, ad quam nulli tuerum majerum prepemodum 
aspirare poterant, par est ut te etiam, in disciplinarum studiis ali- 
quamdiu Oxeniis ebversatum, non mineri tandem ebservantia prese- 
quamur. lis enim henerum gradibus tuam nebilitatem ernandam 
duximus, quibus benemerites viros in hoc nostro litterarum ocio 
versatos donare solemus. Placuit sane summo nostrum omnium 
consensu fieri, ut primum ad extraordinariam decretalium lecturam 
admitti, tum in decretis licentiari possis; ea tamen lege ut ad 
incipiendum nullo tempore cogi prestantiam tuam oporteat. Hoc 
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unicum est, clarissime domine, parenlis nostre donum ; revcra tantum 
ut nee majus ab ilia aut expeli debeat aut rependi possit; donum 
ccrte lua, ut confidimus, ampliiudine non indignum; quod si g^ratie 
nomen merito sorliri debebit, necesse profeclo erit ut et te nobis et 
nos tibi graliores efReiat. Magna igitur est, colendissime vir, in 
tuenda republics nostra tue probiiatis expectatio, quam, quia nonnullis 
antehac meritis concilasti, facile speramus te longe singular 
Universilatis nosire patronum fore. 

Acquittance of Osney Abbey. Fol. 135 1 

NovERiNT universi per presenies nos, Thomam Chaundclere, Can- H79- 
cellarium Universitads Oxoniensis, Galfridum Simeon et David Irland, 
procuraiores Universitatis antedicte recepisse et habuisse, die con- 
fectionis presentium, de Abbate et convenlu de Osney, in comitalu 
Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos octo denarios sterlingorum bone et 
legalis monete Anglic, pro quadam solutione cujusdam annue pensionis 
predicte Universitaii per prefalos Abbalem et conventum debite : De 
quibus quidem viginti sex solidis ocio denariis fatemur nos fore 
Eoluios, dictosque Abbalem et conventum inde acquietamus per 
prcsentes. Datum in nostre congregatiom's dome tercio die Aprih's, anno 
rtgni rtgit Edwardi quarli post conquestum Anglie decimo nono. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Can- 1479- 
cellarium Universilatis Oxoniensis, Galfridum Simeon et David Irland, 
procuratores Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die confcc- 
tionis presemium, de Abbate et conveniu de Eynsham, in comitalu 
Oxoniensi, quinquaginta duos solidos sterlingorum bone et legalis 
monete Anglie, in partem solutionis cujusdam annue pensionis 
predicte Universitaii per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite : De 
quibus quidem quinquaginta duobus solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, 
dictosque Abbalem et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes. 
Datum in nosire congregalionis domo tercio die ApriUs, anno regni ny/!r 
Edwardi quarti post eonqutstum Anglie decimo nono. 



IP 



Citation of Master John Keel. 



Oh examination of the funds and deeds nf the Chests, tut find that 
you have failed to render any account of the ChesI under your charge for 
many years. We, thtrtfore, by the Apostolic authority committed to us. 
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^H hfreby pirempiorily summon you ta appear bifore us al S. Mary's church I 

^V on Thursday after Trinity Sunday next, and there to clear yourself, or, I 

^1 in default t be declared perjured, deprived of your degrees and banished. I 
^^'1479. CANCELLARirsUniveraitatis'oniversusque regentium in eadem cetuB ' 

^R magistro Johanni Keel saJutem. Quia nos, de jure privilegionim ct 

^1 stalutorum nostrorum kgiltime procedenles, scrutinium et compotum 

^B cistanim ceteroruraque muni men lonim facientes, comperimus te per 

^H multos annos compotum seu raciocinium ciste tue non reddidisse ; 

^1 hinc est quod nos, auctoriiate nostra apostolica, ad conservationem 

^H juris Universitatis bonorumque ejusdem, in virtute juramenti a te in 

^m hac parte prestili, ceterorumque juramentorum fideliter Universitati 

^1 nostre ac nobis in assumptione graduum prestitorum, mandamus, et 

^1 tenore prescntium peremptorie cilamu3, quod compareas personaliter 

^1 coram nobis in ecclesia S. Marie Virginis feria quarta post festum 

^1 S. Trinitatis proxime fumrum ; ad dictum computum seu raiiocinium 

^1 nobis iideliter Taciendum ; sub penis declarationis perjurii, degrada- 

^1 tionis, bannitionis. Terminum vero hujusmodi peremptorium, cum 

^1 propter anime tue gravissimum periculum nostrique gravamen non 

^1 modicum, tibi duximus assignandum. Datum in nostre congrega tionis 

^1 domo, anno Domini millesimo quadringfrilcstmo sepluiigesimo none, quarto 

^M dea'mo die Mail- J 

^H A similar citation of Master John Cartmell. I 

^1 *+79' Canceli-ahius Universiiatis Oxoniensis universusque regentium in 

^1 eadem cetus magistro Johanni Cartmeil salutem. Quia nos de jure 

^^ privilegionim et slatutorum nostrorum legitlime procedentes, scrutinium 

^1 et compotum cialarum ceterorumque munimeniorum facientes, com- 

^1 perimus te per multos annos compotum seu ratiocinium ciste tue non 

^P reddidisse ; hinc est quod noa, autoritate nostra aposiolica, ad con- 

■-■ servationem juris Universiiatis bonorumque ejusdem, in virtute jura- 

menti a te in hac parte prestili, ceterorumque juramentorum fidelium 
Universitati nostre ac nobis in assumptione graduum prestitorum, 
mandamus et tenore presentium peremptorie citamus, quod compareas 
FoL 136 a. personaliter coram nobis, in ecclesia S. Marie Virginis, feria quarta 
post festum S. Trinitatis proxime futurum ; ad dictum compotum seu 
ratiocinium nobis tideliler faciendum ; sub penis declarationis perjurii, 
degradation is, bannitionis. Terminum vero hujusmodi peremptorium, 
tum propter anime tue gravissimum periculum nostrique gravamen 
non modicum, tibi duximus assignandum. Datum in nostre congrega- 
tionis domo, anno Domini millesimo guadringmtesimo septuagesimo none, 
guarto dta'mo die Maii. 

' UmvtrsUalisque rtgmtium MS. 
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Acquittance of T. Kempe, Bishop of London. 
> -Received the sum 0/ two hundred marks, pari of one thousand promised 

r Ihe school of theology. 

No^TRiNT universi per presentes nos, Thomam Chaundelere, Uni- 
versiiatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Roberlum Sorborne et Joannem 
Foster, procuralores Universitatis antedicle, recepisse et babuisse, die 
confectionis presentium, de reverendo in Chrisio patre et domino, 
domino Tlioma Kemjie, Londoiiensi episcopo, ducenlas marcas, in 
pattern solutionis cujusdam tnajoris summe mille marcarum, per 
eundem venerabilem pairetn ad perfectionem operis scholanim tbeo- 
logie, Universiiati coUatanim : De quibus ducentis marcis fatemur nos 
fore solutos ; dictumque reverendum dominum, Thomam Kempe, 
inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo noatro communi signalas. 
Datum in nosire congregalionis domo, lercio die Septembris. anno regni 
regis EduaTdi quarli post conqueatum deeimo nono, 

^^^B Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

^^^rNovBiUNT universi per presentes nos, Leonellum Widewyll, Can- 
cellariuni Universitatis Oxoniensis, Robertum Sorborne et Joannem 
Foster, procuralores Universitatis aniedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die 
confectionis presentium, de Abbale et conventu de Eynsham, in 
comitam Oxoniensi, sedecim solidos sterlingorum, pro qua dam 
pensione predicte Universi tat i debits, et per eosdem ad festum 
S. Nicholai solvenda : De quibus quidem sedecim solidis fatemur nos 
fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem el conventum inde acquielamus per 
presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in nosire con- 
gregalionis domo. prima die Decrmbris, anno ' regni regis Edwardi 
deeimo nono. 

1289. 
To the Seneschal or Steward of the University'. 
Rtght noble and mighlie prince and our especial p;oode lord, in 
I humble wise we recoramande us unto your goode lordsliip. Like 
^ same J>at we have duely reduced unto our remembraunce, how it 
shulde be tedious for your noble estate personally to execute all 
things requisit by the reason of your stiwardship of Jj* Universile of 
Oxford. Wheribre we lowly besech your goode lordship, to substitut 
ordeine and depute fie right honourable Knight, Sir Richard Widevill, 
to be your undersiiward of the saidc Universile ; which we trust woH 
w DimiHi regm, &'c., MS. ' John Re la Pole, Dnke otSnffolk. 
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poliliquely endevoir hym to ihaccomplisshment or all things > 
cerning your saide stiwardship to be required in your absence. And, 
ryght noble and mightie prince and our especial goode lord, the holy 
Trintlie have you in his protection, Wn'ltn at Oxford, under Iht seal 
o/p' UniversiU there, jf fourth day of ffrbruary. By the Chaunceler, 
procuralours and re^nts of the Universite of Oxford. I 



Testimonial letter for Master Henry Roestock. 

Ukiversis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis ceiusque unanimis 
magistromm regenlium in eadem salulem in omnium Saivaiore. Ea 
nobis studiosorum hominum cura semper fuit honeslissimos labores, 
quibus ad capessendas virtutes et disciphnas in omni vita contenderint, 
honeslissimis quoque premiis aliquando compensare; eo namque 
pacto et iIlo3 Industrie sue minus penitere et celeros ad imitandum 
alacriores effici solere comperimus. Considerantibus itaque nobis 
magnas et egregias virtuies dilectissimi confratris nostri, magistri 
Henrici Roestock, ingentem preterea sacrarum tiiterarum doclrinam, 
non mediocribus laboribus atque vigiliis compararam ; visum est 
officii nostri interesse plurimum, amplissimis cum bacallarii turn 
doctoris in sacrarum litlerarura scientia gradibus ilium donare; quibus 



adept is eas deni 
profession is offici 
cum ejusmodi 
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ique res gessit, pro virili s 



I parte, que et ad sue 
s gloriam spectarent. Que 
sint ut suapte natura bene vole ntiam facile concilient, 
nihilominus comprobanda videntur. Cupientes 
igitur banc nostram benemeriti hominls commendationem plus apod 
ceteros ponderis habituram esse, has iitteras Universitatis nostre sigillo 
consignari fecimus. Datum Oxonie in nosire congregalionis domo, anna 
Domini millesimo quadringmtesimo oclogesimo, quarto Idus Maii. 

Testimonial letter for Master Loppi, of Lisbon, 

Fol. 136 b. Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum regenlium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvatore. £a 
nobis studiosonim hominum cura semper fuit honestissimos labores, 
quibus ad capessendas virtutes et disciplinas in omni vita contenderint, 
honeslissimis quoque premiis aliquando compensare ; eo namque 
pacto et illos induslrie sue minus penitere et ceteros ad imilandimi 
alacriores effici solere comperimus. Considerantibus itaque nobis 
magnas ct egregias virtutes dilectissimi confratris nostri, magistri 
Loppi, Ulixbonensis, ingeniem preterea sacrarum lilterarum doctrinam 
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non mediocribus laboribus atque vigiliis comparatam, visum est officii 
nostri plurimum interesse, amplissimis cum baccallarii tum doctoris in 
sacrarum litteranim scientia gradibus ilium donare. Quibus adeptis 
eas denique res pro virili sua parte gessit, que et ad sue professionis 
ofi^ium et nostre Universitatis gloriam spectarent. Que cum ejus- 
modi sint ut suapte natura benevolentiam facile concilient, nostris 
tamen testimoniis nihilominus comprobanda videntur. Cupientes 
igitur banc nostram benemeriti hominis commendationem plus apud 
ceteros pendens habituram esse, has litteras Universitatis nostre sigillo 
consig^ari fecimus. Datum Oxonie in nostre congregationis domo, 
anno Domini milUsimo quadringentesimo octogesimo, quarto Idus Maii, 

Acquittance of T. Kempe, Bishop of London. 

A further sum 0/ two hundred marks received. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Leonellum Widevil, Universi- 
tatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Nicholaum Halliswell et Joannem 
Martyn, procuratores Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confectionis presentium, de reverendo in Christo patre et domino, 
domino Thoma Kempe, Londoniensi episcopo, ducentas marcas 
sterlingorum, in partem solutionis cujusdam majoris summe mille 
marcarum : De quibus quidem ducentis marcis fatemur nos fore 
solutos, dictumque reverendum in Christo patrem inde acquietamus 
per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in nostre 
congregationis domOy sexto die Julii^ anno regni regis Edwardi quarti 
post conquestum vicesimo, 

290. 
To the Bishop of Salisbury. FoL 137 

Experience shows that nothing is so effectual in preserving the state^ 
and nothing renders it more illustrious than high birth and virtuous 
character united. Since, therefore, this University has been the means of 
educating many of noble lineage, we may reasonably congratulate our- 
selves upon our honourable office ; and in your own instance, were there 
no others, the antiquity of your family, the rectitude of your whole life, 
and your singular prudence in affairs of state, would furnish us sufficient 
reason for this boast. Such, moreover, is your influence, that it is in 
your power to procure for us the unexampled honour of having entrusted 
to our charge the education of the son of the Duke of Suffolk, whose 
earlier years have been spent under your careful training in virtue and 
knowledge. We earnestly beg that you will do this, and suffer us to 
complete the work you have so far accomplished. 
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Keverendo in Christo patri ac domino, domino Ricardo, diving 
provideneia Sarum : episcopo, Cancelkrius Universilatis Oxoniensis 
universusque regencium in eadem cetus salutem plurimam dicunL 
Compertum habemus, optiine pater, nihil ubicumque terrarum magis 
ac DobiJitatem virtuti conjunctam valuisse, nihilve civitalibus unquam 
ECU conservandia seu illuHtrandis adeo profuisse : ideoquc splcndi- 
dUsimaG rcspublicas nulla re tarn gloriari solere, quam quod prestantes 
ac probos homines sue gremio propagarint. Quocirca, cum hec 
nostra respublica., disciplinarum virCutumque parens optima, mulios 
suapte natura nobiles doctrine preceplis instilutos nobiliores effeceril, 
nobis etiam ac ceteris eque gloriari licebit; preserlim in quos non 
inferiorum hominum hereditas glorie nostre quondam redundasse 
videlur. Quod si reliquos omnes quanturavis egregios, quos Uni- 
versitas nostra tulil, missos fecerimus, unius pro fee to tui andqua 
nobilitas, summa vite probiias, gerendarum rerum denique singularis 
prudencia in gen tern nobis satis gloriandi materiam suppediiarent. 
His preterea tuarum virtutum laudibus aecedit immensa quedam 
auctoritas, qua usque adeo preter ceteros pollere videris, ul omnem 
Oxoniam novo atque inaudito aplendore illustrare possis ; quippe cum 
in te niaxime situm sit prestaniissimi juvenis, ducis Suthfolchie (tlii, 
potiundi perrruendique nobis potestatem facere. Cujus adolescenciam 
ita virtutum incunabulis doctrineque rudimeniis haclenus instituisti, 
uC jam nunc in solidum virum evasisse videatur. Fatemur plane, 
reverende paler, hujus tam sapienlcr institute adoicscencie primos libi 
fructus Optimo jure debere : sed ut Universitati nostre relique etalis 
frucius imparcias, tuam prestanciam iterum atque iterum rogamus, 
obsecramus atque oblestamur. Nihil, crede nobis, aut tuo nomini aut 
reipublice nostre gloriosius accidere possit. Quod si tandem illo 
preclarissimo adolescenie perfrui dabilur, uberiores tibi morum et 
sciencie fructus in eo fenerabimus. Et feliciter vale, reverende pater 
ac nobilissime presul. Datum Oxenre in iws/re congrtgaeients domo, 
quarto Idus Oclobn's. Tue dignitatis amantissimi, Cancellarius Uni- 
vcrsitads Oxoniensis universusque regencium in eadem cetus. 



291. ■ 

To the King. ' 

Thai we enjoy your protection in these days 0/ cottslani trouble to the 

Church, is in the highest degree advantageous both to our reputation and 

r, and already the effect has been wonderful in every branch 0/ study ; 

that you are now adding to Ihe renown (fyour arms the glory 0/ being 

1 Christian king. And in ihe education you think it behoves you to 
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pramde not only for your own illustrious children^ but cdso fo>r others 
nearly related to you, we see a farther proof of the respect you 
entertain for our studies ; for it is plain that you desire them to 
be imbued with the same affection for us as that you feel yourself 
But to have the education of your nephew, the Lord Edward Pole, 
intended for the active service of the priesthood in the militant 
Churchy would be the most signal token cf your peculiar favour. The 
Lord of lords and King of kings from all the nations of the world 
selected the fews to be his people^ and sent His only begotten Son to be 
incarnate of that chosen race: and in like manner you have made us, cf 
all your realm, the particular object of your care ; to whom then, rather 
than to ourselves, could you better commit the education of this adopted 
child of God? Grant us then, we pray, this great favour, and confirm 
the expectation your previous interest in us has raised in our hearts ; and 
he assured that your own honour, no less than our prosperity, will feel the 
impulse. If, as we read, the Cesars reckoned painted statues in the 
heathen temples a means of securing the worthless glory of this worlds 
how much more glorious will it be for you to have as it were a living 
likeness of yourself placed here in the capitol of virtue and knowledge, to 
the honour of the true God, 

Christianissimo principi Edwardo, Dei gracia rcgi AngUe et Francie, 1480. 
Universitatis Oxoniensis protectori singularissimo, Cancellapus ejusdem 
tiniversusque regencium cetus salutem plurimam dicunt. Nunquam 
potuit, illustrissime princeps, preclarius aut commodius nobiscum agi, 
quam ut in his turbulentissimis quotidianisque fluctuantis ecclesie 
tempestatibus tuo potissimum patrocinio frueremur. Nam ut primum 
conservande Oxoniensis reipublice curam in te omnem recepisti, 
mirabile dictu est quantum Universitas nostra brevi coaluerit. 
Languescentes etenim antea discipline, et malicia temporis prope- 
modum extincte, te duce respirare ac reviviscere, magisque ac magis 
indies instaurari atque resarciri videntur. Ita fit ut, qui pridem 
profligatis ingentissimis hostium copiis invictissimus princeps evaseris, 
hoc novo suscepte milicie genere Christianissimi regis nomen merito 
vindicare possis. Accedit aliud preterea non minimum pietatis erga 
nos argumentum, quod non alienum a tua dignitate putaveris tuos 
prestantissimos liberos, necnon alios preclaros adolescentes propinqua 
tibi cognacione conjunctos, litterarum studiis incumbere. Quorsum, 
optime rex, hec tua diligens instituendorum liberorum cura tendit, 
nisi ut illi eciam, exemplo tui, Universitatem nostram in posterum 
omni diligcncia capessant? Sed quoniam ex his omnibus ilium 
primariiun juvenem, nepotem tuum, dominum Edwardum Pole^ ea 

1 Polee MS. 
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lege disciplinis inslimi placet, ut omnem in ecclesia Cbristi miliciaor 
exerceat, multo vehemencius de nobis benemereri videberis, si tam 
preclari adolescentis msliluendi nobis aliquando poiestas dabitur.. 
Nee usquam. ni fallimur, aplius ilium collacare possis quam in hoc. 
nostro amplissimo gimnaslo, cujus imprimis tu ipse, preter con- 
sueiudinem omnium regum, protector, dux aique administrator 
solus voluisti. Constat enim Regem regum, omnipoientem Deum, 
cum universi terrarum orbis monarchiam tenerel, Israelitico tamen 
populo, utpote preter ceteros dilecto, peculiari quadam dlcione 
presidere maiuisse. Ideoque non ad quoscunque populos, sed ad 
electos Judeos, Unigenitum suum incarnandum misisse. Tu quoque, 
princeps humawissime, cum sis lotius Britannic potitus imperio, lura 
quoniam nosire gentJs peculiarem admin istracionem obtines, qui bus 
tandem pocius ac nobis tuum hunc regeneracionls iilium erudiendum 
committesf Eya ergo, Christiane fidei protector, fac, quesumus, ut 
quam nobis de le semper expectacionem concitasti, hoc preeunte' 
pignore confirmes; nosque tanti desiderii, quanio nunquam aniea* 
quicquam contendimus, compotes facias, persuadeque tibi hoc munus 
ampiissimum minime gratuitum fore, presertim ex quo non minor tibi 
glorie quam nobis utilitalts accessio fumra sit. Si enim Romanis 
Cesaribus gloriosum erat pictas imagines in deorum falsorum tempUi 
pro inani querenda gloria lixas habuisse, quanio tibi gloriosius criC' 
hunc nobilissimum adolesccntem, veluti vivam lui splendoris imaginem, 
>• in bac celeberrima optimarum virtutum disciplinarutnque arce ad Dd 
gloriam coUocasse. Vale, strenuissJme princeps, catholice propugnator 
ecclesie, et Universitatis nosire altera salus. Anno Domini mitlesima 
guadringentisimo oclogesimo, quinto Kakndas Novanbris. 



Episcopo Sarum : 
The realiaalion of out hopes was naturally a great pleasure to yoUf I 
who have been ike sole instrument of their accomplishmenl. From the I 
jirst we have relied wholly upon your influence and aid, and owe you aU ] 
our thanks for the happy result. In announcing your intention to visii \ 
Oxford, and in person lay this noble child in his mother's lap, wi 
another proof though we needed it not, of your filial affection for 
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It pray 1 1 






will sc 



carry your proposal into effect ; and, c 



a our Umpk here take the child it 
I prepared for us, to be the glory 



another just and devout Simeon, i 
arms, thai we may behold the I 
^ our University, 

Reverendo in Christo pairi ac domino, domino Ricartio, divina 
providencia Sarum; episcopo, Cancellarius Universilatis Oxoniensis 
universusque regencium in eadein ceLus salulem plurimara dicunt. 
Expeciatissimi renim nostranim exitus non ab re magno tibi fuere 
gaudio, prestantissirae presul. Nemo enim lam abjecii tamque nullius 
est animi, quem non sua preclara facta delectant. El quid potuit abs 
te magis egregium effici, quam Universitati nostre regum nepotem 
asciscere ? Istius namque preciari facinoris socium habes neminem ; 
tolum certe tuum est. Nee nos fallebai, cum primum ad te nostras 
daremus Utteras, quantum in liac re tua semper valeret auloritas. 
Non enim ad alios quoscunque confugimus ; in te uno spem omnem 
coUocavimus, in te uno conquievimus, in te unum consilia nostra, 
curas omncs atque soliciludines contulimus. £s quo fit ut majores 
tibi graciarum acciones a nobis merito debeantur. Quod auiem scribis 
hue brevi affuturum, ut ilium nobilem infantulum in mains sui gremium 
ofleras, facis quidcm abundancia quadam amoris ac pietatis, quantam 
elsi non requirimus tamen veliemenler probamus. Eoque liberius 
horiabimar, ui quod tua sponle libenter facere statueris, nostro rogatu 
celeriter perficere non graveris. In quo sane illius jusii ac timorati 
Stmeonis perfiinctus videbcris officio, si vel in lemplo noslre Hieru- 
salem oblaium tuis amplexibus exeipias. Age igitur, reverende pater, 
Ut ic preseniante %-ideant oculi nostri paralum lumen ad gloriam plebis 
noslre. Vale, dignissime presul, ac nostre UniversitalJs amandssime. 
Datum Qxonie in nostre congregacionis domo, sexto decimo Kalendas 
Novejtilires. 



Testimonial letter for Master John Foster. 
Univkrsis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere per- 
venerint, Cancellarius Universilalis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorutn regencium in eadem salutem ' in omnium Salvalore. Ea 
nobis studiosorum hotninum cura semper fuit, ut honestiasimos eorum 
labores honestissimis quidem premiis compensaremus. Invenimus 
quidem benemcritorum hominum laudcs, nedum iUis imo aliis plu- 
rimum profuisse, quippe cum eorum laudata virtus ceteros ad iroitan- 
dum paralos efTeceiit. Considerantibus igitur nobis singulares atque 
egregias virtuies magistri Joannis ffosler, optimarum arcium magistri, 
' saluttm omitted and suppliid on margia MS. 




pntxtaie palknt, caaqne EbenSaanm Oi a fSBix opoam tacnrnt, at 
ne qoidetii tiin» invminetiir, qni noo cjns plenain scicnciun atqae 
moram integiiUtciD vefaenKiuei bndaid. £o qnppe bctum est at, 
rogatos mnltonnD ^d id iDom incitancinin pieabns, icipablice nostre 
protectOT aiqne proconior cfficerctur. Digmun iddrco nobis viram 
est lit optime meriiannii laodoin sionim testificacionc noo careat; 
cnjos rei giada, nt propterea uberiorem coascqnatar fAvorem, has 
litteras noslre Univnntatis sgiDo fedmus consignaii OtUmm ai nosire 
fongriganomt dome, anno Domini wdlUamo qttaJringtmUsimo ochgesimo, 
nono dtcimo KaUndta Jamiariat. 

293- 

Sa. EfHscopo Eliensi. 

Whauvtr your name it meniioned among ut, and H it to vtry often, ' 
we congratulate ourselves on the amtinued health of om whose singular 
virtue is an ornament to our country ; one also to whom we, of this 
University, can always fly, and confidently repose m him our cares. 
Knowing, then, your readiness to do us service, wt k^ thai we shall 
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without difficulty obtain from you the favour we tiatv ask ; which is that 
you will procure for us thai your nephew, whose early training yarn 
ailrusled to m, may receive at our hands the honour of the degrees of 
doctor, to which his rank and learning alilte entitle him. 

Rei-erendissimo patri ac domino, domino Eliensi cpiscopo, Cancel- 
larius Universitatis Oxoniensis universusque regencium in eadem celus 
cum omni reverencia sese commissos faciunt. Quociens, prestantissime 
presul, inter coramunicandum ' de le sermonem facimus, facimus autem 
quam sepissime, nihil profecio est quod nos plus jocundos' efficiat 
quam luam vatetudinem non dubilare. Nee ab re quidem, cum solus 
sis, cujus singulares egrcgieque viriuies universam Brittaniam illuslrant. 
Gaudemus profecto, neque mediocriter letamur matrem nostram, 
idque seculo nostro, talem enixam vinim, ad quem cum privaiis turn 
publicis suis malis confugere possel ; ejusqtie gremio tentatas se|>e- 
numero hominum injurias quodara velui portu deponere. Nos idcirco 
quod in primis est, tuam erga nos ingenuam naturam intendentes 
animumque officii plenum, facile, ut speramus, abs te impelrabimoa ui 
nepolem luura, quem apud nos primos annos discipiinarum studiis 
consumere voluisti, nostris item Oxoniis procures. Hoc equidem et 
nob ili talis sue conditio et meritonim magnitudo post ula runt, ut iisdem 
lilterarum scienciis doctoratus gradibus [ilium donaremus'J, quibus 
jubente te incubuit, et quorum dociissimus evasit. Hoc est ipsum, 
amplissime presul, quod impresenciarum abs te petimus: atque ut 
beneficeneie ' tuc consueiudo le nobis in hac re facilem efficiat vehe- 
menler oramus. El valeat lua prestantissima palemitas, humuiissime 
prcsut. Datum in nostre cmgregacionis domo, octodecimo KaUndas 

KTTie tenlicayou have rendrred lo the University are such thai we knmc 
' hott) to express our gratitude. In these evil days learning, without 
which in ancient limes a man was hardly deemed alive, it wtllm'gh 
extinct ; so that we can but interpret your patronage of deserving 
graduates as a desire to revive the old studies. In this we rrcogniae the 
gratitude of an affectionate sem mindful of his mother's nursing lave; 
' hope that you will continue lo be our 



294. 

Eplscopo Herefordensi. 



and, with o. 



■ thanks, expre 
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Amplissimo dommo, domino Herefordensi episcopo, CancellariuB 
Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis magiiilrorum in eadem 
re^ncium sese cum omni reverencia commissos faciunt. lia de nobis 
meritus ea, doctissime presul, ut quas libi graciarum acciones agere 
debeamus penitus dubiiemus. Nos equidem his temporibus nalj J 
sumus, quibus sciencie mallda temporum jam pene exiincte sunt, quasi 
quidem anliquo seculo qui non haberet quasi invisa mortis imago ^ 
habitus est. Non videmus profecio quorsum tua tcndal prestans alque 
singularis omnium benemeritorum dileccio, nisi ut niortuas jam pene 
disciplinas reviviiccrc cures. Certa res est : idipsum est cura tua. 
Facis quidem velut amaniissimus matris tue filius, non oblitus dulce- 
dinis quam de ejus uberibus traxisti. Nosque ejus, indigni licet, filii 1 
gracias secuntlum virium nostrarum parvitatem agimus, rogantes qua- 
tenus eundem te erga nos semper experiamur, quern hactenus fuisse 1 
res ipsa satis demonsiravit, Nosque tuos ubi voles semper persuade. ' 
Vale, doctissime presul. Datum in nosire congrtgacionh domo, oclo- \ 
decimo Idus Januarias. 
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To J. Bourchler, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
When Socrahs rejoktd that he was horn a Greek and not a barbarian, 1 
he was not more sincerely glad than we are that you, so dislinguithed ] 
above all her sons, received your education in this University. The great 1 
reputation you enjoy, in whickyou have few equals and few superiors, 
enhanced by the memory, ever fresh with us, of the great services rendered ] 
to our commonwealth by your uncle the Cardinal. There is, then, good k 
reason thai we should do all we can to retain your affection, and we 
that you will accept at our hands the degrees we confer upon you as oh j 
ornament to your dignity. 

pRESTANTissiMO viro, domitio Johanni Bourgchier, Caniuaricnu ! 
Archiepiscopo, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis universusque | 
regentium in eadem cclus saluiem plurimam dant. Non est constana ' 
ille Socrates sibimet amplius gavisus, quod non barbarum sed Grecum 
nasci contigerat, quam nos quod mater nostra te pepererit; quippe 
cum te unimi, eC nobilitatis Cue condicione et meritorum magnitudinc, 
universes jam pene matris nostre fiiios antecelluisse plane videamua. 
Ita vir es ut pares paucos, paucos eciam habeas superiores. Acccdit 
eciam ad hoc illud alterum, nunquam te ore tractamus nostro, quin 
primatis nostri preslantissimi avunculique Cui, cardinalis Archipresul- 
isque dignissimi memoriam faciamus. Cujus el in augenda el tuenda 
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lublica tanta fuerunt preclara facinora, ut ne illud quidem nomini 
suo immortaiitatem parturum quispiam dubitet. Que cum sint, nos, Fol. 138 b. 
debemus enim id, omnia studia nostra ultimasque curas nostras in te 
consumemus ; ne le, quern scimus crebritate officiorum matrem 

noslram illustrem effeclurum, careamus. Velis igilur parenlem tuam I 

ad te pio affectu jugiier clamantem exaudire ; que ut te fruatur, teque fl 

semper presentem habeat in oculis, gradus luos ultima ornamenta sua I 

ad te mittit. Eja igitur, ut illam hactenus subtrislem immortal! com- H 

pleas gaudio ; nosque, ejus inferiores filii, de stipite nostro evasisse te H 

jusia racione letemur. Et semper valeas, dignissime vir. Datum in H 

IHOsIre congregacimis domo, lerdo decimo Kalendas Ftbrtcarias. ^| 

296. s 

To the Bishop of Salisbury. ■ 

Your (onsUint good offices are more than we can repay, and we most H 

heartily rejoice at your exalted position, by which alone without your H 

noble birth you stand superior to all other distinguished men of these H 

days. We knmv that you desire our prosperity, but you can hardly imagine H 

haw great has lately been our anxiety. You say {to quote the words of H 

your elegant epistle) ' it shall not be long be/ore I come to lay that noble I 

ekild in his mother's lap; ' but we are weary with longing for your H 

arrival, and our old troubles seem to break out afresh. No greater H 

honour could be done to ut than to place the King's nephew Edward H 

Pole in our charge, and your eatm name will at the same lime be made H 

immortal. H 
Reveremk} in Chrislo pairi ac domino, divina providencia Sanim : 1480. H 

episcopo, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis universusque regentium H 

in eadem celus sese cum omni reverencia commissos fadunt. Indies B 

iia te de nobis mcreri videmus, ut quam possumus facile plus debe- H 

amus. Nos idcirco, qui virlutem tuam pendimus semperque pendemus, H 

nulla unquam, Deum IcKtamur, re magis gaudemus, quam quod H 

neminem, eiiam conditionis gradu, habeas superiorem. Hac equidem, H 

ut omittamus nobilitatem, vjncis viros opiimos, quos illusires quidem H 

satis peperit etas nostra, qui neque tempus remittis, neque ullis unquam H 

parcis laboribus. Facile igitur in his pre le fers quantum nos valere ^| 

cupias ; vincit lamen communem hominum opinioiiem quantis turn ^| 

spe turn melu perculimur alque frangimur. Aique ut isiuc rei, que H 

nos iia pcrturbai, inlelligaa, aperle loquamur necesse est. Perleclis ^| 

litleris luis, quns elegantes certe satis ad nos pottari Teceras, lalem, ^| 

placuit enim plurimum, sentcnciam memoriter lenuimus ' veniemui noH ^H 
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diu lardatiles, prinohilem ilium in/anlulum in sue mains grimium 
oblaturi: Non enim hec tua pollicilacio uberiori nos affecit leticia, 
quam craatinata et lui et ejus cxpectacio dolore percusscrit. Mala 
quippe nostra, que anlea consenuisse nobis videbantur, liac ista invisa, 
fatemur, mora recrudescuni, animusque noster novo mem obdurui!. 
Nihil idcirco preclarius abs te effici posse putamus. quam si infanlem 
ilium mansuetissimum, nepotem regium, dominum Edwardum Poole, 
queni primitivis iitteris instructissimum constanlissimorum accepimus 
teslimonio, noslris jam Oxoniis liberalibus imbuendum studiis procures. 
Quod si faciurum le receperis, noslram rempublicam lanto munere 
e£6cies immortalem, idque nomen tlbi comparabis quod nulla temporis 
vetuslate consumetur. Ut iiaque hoc Facias, idque quamprimum, 
eciam atque eciam rogamus. Et valeat lua prestantissima paternitas, 
amplissime presul. Datum in no-:tre congregacionis domo. dccimo die 



Testimonial letter for Master Richard Archebold. 

Universis sancle mains ecclesie filiis, ad quos presenles liltere per- 
vencrint. Cancel larius Universitatis Oxoniensis universusque regentiuni 
in eadem cetus salutem in omnium Salvatore. Ea nobis studiosorum 
hominum semper cura fuit ut honestissimos eorum labores, quibus ad 
capessendas virtutes et disciplinas in omni vita conienderint, honesl- 
issimis quoque premiis aliquando compensaremus : eo namque pacto 
ei illos industrie sue minus penilere el celeros ad imitandum alacriores 
eflici soiere comperimus. Considerantibus itaque nobis magnas rt 
egregias virtutes dilectissimi confralris nostri, magistri Ricardi Arche- 
bold, ingenlem preterea in theologico studio doclrinam non medio- 
cribus laboribus alque vipliis comparalam, visum est officii nosLri 
plurimum interease ampli^simis primum bachillarii gradibus tandem 
doctoratus gradibus ilium donare. Quibus adeplis eas res pro virili 
sua parte gessit, que ad sue professionis officium et nostre Universitatis 
gloriam spectarenL Que. cum hujusmodi sint ut suapte natura bcne- 
volenciam facile concilient, nostris tamen lestimoniis nibilominus com- 
probanda videnlur. Cupientes igitur banc nostram benemeriti hominis 
commendacionem plus apud ceieros ponderis habiluram esse, has 
litteras nostre Universitatis sigiUo consignari feciraus. Datum Oxonit, 
anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo oclogesime. 
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297. 

To the Bishop of Salisbury. Fi 

1 ■ l%ough we had bten ignorant of il before, the account given us, by the 
r of our last Utter to you. would have supcienlly proved your true 
afffclion fur us; for he tells us your chief care is for our welfare : iuf 
when he bids us expect you in person, bringing the child me so greatly 
desire, and reports that you intend yourself to deliver lectures here, we 
can hardly restrain our Joy, and our admiration of your discharge of 
your official dulies. Of course your wishes with respect to Masltrs 
Richard Artdrew and Stephen Browne were no sooner inown than 
granted ; as indeed would have been a much greater demand had it been 
preferred. 

AMPLtssiMo domino dominoque singularissimo, divina providencia 
Sanim ; episcopo, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis universusque 
regencium in eadem ceius sese cum omni reverencia commissos 
faciunt. Tamelsi, prestantissime presuj, ingenlissimam luara erga nos 
pieiatem satis antehac perspeclam non habuissemus, plenissimam 
lamen amoris tui abundanciam ex ultimo liiterarum nostrarum tabel- 
lione luce clarius videre potuimus; quippe cum, ut ail, omnes curas 
luas rebus nostris accommodas. Quod autem le mairem tuam 
Oxoniam visurum, desideratissimum infantcm duclunim, dignissimi 
eliam gradus lui cathedram lecluris decoraiurum narras, salis prarecto 
ut ne quidem infimum hominum cerebrum loam perspeciissimam in 
nos benevolenciam (iubitare posseL Non eral certe, tecum exUtima, 
qui tuo humanissimo audito resptonso pre gaudio gestire non videretur ; 
teque preslantissimum in rempublicam presuiem diceret, alquc ilium 
cujus merila superant omnem nostram retribuendi facultatem. Ut 
tamen significaremus propensam arumi nostri in te magniiudinem, 
audita primum incorporalione magislri Rieardi Andrew, deinde 
Stephani Browne in artibus licentiatione abs te desideratis. nemo erat, 
qui non, idque lubcns, lue morem gereret voluniati; gessisseique 
eciam Bi rem longe grandiorem tua mandassei paternitas'. Festina 
ergo, desideratissime pater, et te, cujus frontem omnis elas videre 
desiderai, nobis oslende. Et semper valeat lua prestanlL<tsima pater- 
nitas, mcritissime presul. Datum in nostre congregacionis domo, sexto 
nonas Marrias. 

' iHa repealed MS. 





Acquittance of Thomas Kempe, Bishop of London. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Leonellum Wyderfll, Uni- 
"versilatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Nicholaum Halswell, JoMllum 
Marten, ejusdem Universi talis procuratores, ceiiimque mMmimein 
regenlium receplsse et habuisse, die confeciionis presentinin, ds 
venerabili viro domino Kempe, Londoniensi episcopo, centum nUFCas 
sterlingorum bone et legalis monete Anglic : De quibna qoitiaii 
centum marcis Tatemur nos ' fore solutos, dictumque venerabjleai 
virum, dorainum Thomam Kempe, inde acquietamus per pmentn 
sigillo nostra communi signatas. Datum in noslft congrtgatiemt 
demo, secundo die mensis Marcii, anno rtgni regis Edivardi quarH pott 
mt^mtiim, viettims. 



Another, to aupenede the for^Kdnc*. 

NoT^KiHT Dnivein per pretentes nos, ]>oiieUum Wydevyll, Ctn- 
odbrtnm Univenitatis Ozooienna, Nicholaum Halswell et Joanaem 
Menene, procnratores Univenltatia antedicte, haboisse et recepisae, 
die ooniiEctiOBls prcfleodnm, de leverendo in ChriBto patre ac domino, 
domino Tboma Kempe, divina providencia Lcmdoniensi epiacopo 
centnm marcas, in partem solutioQiB cujuadam * majoiis snmme mille 
maicaram, per eundem leverendum patrem ad perfectionem opens 
Bcholarum theologie, Universitati coUatarum : Dc quibus quidem 
centum marcis fatemur nos fore solutos, dictumque reverendum patrem, 
dominum Thomam Kempe, inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo 
nostro communi signatas. Datum in notlre congregationis dome, duo- 
decimo die mentis Apri/is, anno r^ni regis Edwardi quarli post can- 
gueslum victsimo primo. 



FeLi30b. To the King. 

Nothing would so distress us as to think we had offended your Majesty; 
for it is to your protection we owe the present peaceful pursuit of those 
studies that have been so long buried in oblivion. We had not heard of 
your intention to write to us, and we did not hurry the election, but, 
after the ordinary statutable notice, gave the vacahf bedel's place to 
one who has already served us forty years. So did God place a tried 



' nubis MS. ' The precediag ■cqoittuice ii mirked w 

(ujtisdam solMlimit ib. 
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i prudtnl servant over Mis household. Wt implore you lo believe 
that we would not do anything against your wishes ; but shall be ever 
ready to serve you lo Ike 6esl of our humble ability. 

Christian! SSI MO principi Edwardo, clarissimoque Anglie et Francie 
regi, Cancellarius Universitaiis Oxoniensis, ettam universus in eadem 
regentium cetus, sese cum omni el subjectione et reverentia commissos 
faciunL NihiJ unquam, prudent issime princeps, noslros animos 
acerbius perlubare potuerit, quam si tuam, quod longe sit a nobis, in 
minima eiiam re majesiatem offenderimus ; quippe com, tua protec- 
tione frett, incognitis aique jam pene morttiis liiieris ocio quiedssime 
vacate possimus. Non ergo sine perturbatissimis animis tuas, metu- 
endissime princeps, lilteras perlegimus, in quibus scriptum invenimus 
tue majestali persuasum esse id quod nos quidem ne unquam fecimus 
vel etiara cogitavimus. Non enim vel abs te, prestaniissime princeps, 
litieras profecturas fama cognovimus, aut electionis nostre diem pre- 
veniiDus. Nam prope crepusculum dominice noctis, mortuo Roberto 
Wrjle, superiore facultalis legum bedello, facte sunt ad ires dies, 
sicut siaiutum est, per scolas proclamaciones. Quarto autcm die ad 
electionem pacifice est processum, in qua ad quadraginta annorum 
lerminum nobis diligenter servientem, Joannem Harrys, hoc officio 
remuneravimus ; exemplo Dei ducli, qui servum prudentem et pro- 
bamm constiluit supra familiam suam. Te ergo oramus, excelse 
princeps, ne nos unquam uila in re tuis discrelissimis volis contraituros 
exislimes ; qui, quantum nostra valet imbecilliias, paraiissime semper 
libi debebimus. Et vale, strenuissime princeps. Universitatisquc nostre 



protector u. 

^^^^ to askyt 



299. 
To the Bishop of Ely. 
Tlte readiness of your disposition lo do all acts ef kindness encourages 
to ask you lo use your powerful injluenee with the King, in showing 
him that we are not chargeable with the offence laid lo our charge ; but, 
on the contrary t that Iht legal forms were duly observed in the election of 
the bedel. We are innocent and can prove it; but the trouble and 
expense will be great ; we beg, therefore^ that you will speak for us ivilh 
the King and relieve at once our apprehensions and our purse. 

Reverendissiho in Chrislo palri ac domino, divina providenda 

Eliensi episcopo, Cancellarius UniversitatiH Oxoniensis universusque 

regenlium in eadem teius sese cum omni reverentia commJBSOs 

' Thii and the four following Icllen are without date. 
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faciunt. Prestans natura lua, instructissime presul, ad benemerendtim 1 
semper parata nos ' facil ausos confidenler ad le scribere, teque rogare 
ui, quum plurimum tua valet aucloritas, regie majesiati noslram inno- 
cenciam persuadeas ; qui, licet in mollis accusamur, in nullo lamcn, 
Deum testamur, offendimus. Fuere enim, qui regie tnajestati per- 
suasum ire curaverunt, nos ad superioris faculiaiis legum bedelli 
eleccionem ante legiiimas facias proclamaciones processisse : quo* 
tametsi nostra defendere possit innocencia, contraria eciam facti evi- 
dencia ; non tamen id sine gravibus turn curis turn Universiiads nostre 
impensis facere valebimua, Tuam ergo prestanciam oratam habe- 
bimus, quatenus regie majesiati rem aperias ; nosque ab his, que 
nobis falso eerie imposiia sunt, tuearis. Quod si te facturum rece- 
peris, Universitali nostre primum graves, quas passura esi, levabis 
impensas, animos deinde nostros his periurbacionibus commotoa 
efBcies quielissimas. Ut itaque nostras impresendarum preces ex- 
audias, vehementer oramus. El valeat tua presianiissima paternitaa, 
prudenlissime presul. 



( 



300- 

FoL 140 K. To the Bishop of Rochester. 

Whtn we see our enemies ready lo ' eat tis up' and Ihey are so mor* J 
o/len Ihan we could wish, we are ffmnk/ul thai this our mo/her, iMt J 
Universily, hat borne sons like j'ou, in whose bosom we may lay e 
tares, our labours, and our plans, l^ou have great influence with ffte I 
King,- we beg there/ore that you will lake our pari and show him that we 
are falsely accused in Ike mailer of Ike election of our bedel, for ail the 
due forms were observed. 

1481. Rkverkndo in Chrislo patri ac domino, divina providencia Roffena 

episcopo, Cancellarius Universitalis Osoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magislrorum in eadem regentium sese cum omni reverencia com- 
missos faciunt. Quociens, prestanlissime presul, edaces emulos nos 
habere videmus, videmus enim plus quam cupimus, graiulamur matrem 
noslram te luique similes peperisse, in quorum gremiis curas, labores, 
consilia etiam nostra deponere valeamus. Te ergo impresenciarum, 
humanissime presul, rogamus ut injustas accusaciones nostras tucndas 
capessas. Facies profecto in nos maximum pielatis officium, si id 
curabis ; alque ut Ubi' latius aperiamus quid est, quod ' abs te tanto- 
pere petimus, nunciamus tibi mortem Roberti Wryte superioris facul- 
tatis legum bedelli ; qui cum diem obiisset suum, non defuenint qui 
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nos regie majestati accusatos racerent, quod diem licite eleclionis 
prevenireinus. Quod cum non fecerimus, nosiram tibi in hac parte 
innocentiam commendamug, teque nos regie majeslali, vaies enim 
apud ilium, excusatos facere rogamus. Et valeal tua preatanlissiraa 
patemitas, atnplissirae presul. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Leonellum Wydevyl, Can- 
cellarium Universiiaiis Oxoniensis, Nicholaum Halswell et Joannera 
Mcrten, procuratores Universitatis antedicle recepisse el habuisse, die 
confeccionis presencium, de Abbate el conveniu de Ej-nsham in comi- 
tatu Oxoniensi quinquaginta duos soiidos slerlingorum pro quadatn 
annua pensione predicte Universilati debitorum : De quibus quideiii 
faiemur nos fore solutos, diclumque Abbatem et conventum inde 
acquieiamus per presentes sigilto nostro communi signatas. Dahim 
in nosire congregationis domo, vicisimo die mentis Ataii, anno regni regit 
Edwardi qtiiirii post conqueslum vicesimo prima. 

Acquittance of Osney Abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Leonellum Wydevyl, Can- 
cellarium Universitatis Oxonieiisis, Nicholaum Halawell et Joannem 
Merien, procuratores Universitatis anledicle recepisse el habuisse, die 
confeccionis presenciutn, de Abbale et conventu de Osney viginti sex 
Bolidos octo denarios, pro quadam pensione annua Universitati debita, 
dictumque Abbatem el conventum inde acquielamus per presentes 
sig^Ilo Universitatis communi signatas. Dalum in noilre congregaeionis 
domo, viasimo die mensis Maii, anno regni regis Etkaardi quarii post 
amquestum victiimo prima. 



301. 

To the King. Fol.uob.'^ 

The henefils you havi cmiferrtd upon us will surely make this Univer- 
iily immorlal, and the rapid da^ehpmenl it has shown under your 
proleelion is surprising. Vou have be/ore sent us men of distinguished 
birth, and now, to our great eomfort, these noble youths, illustrious by 
Ihtir talents no less than by their rani. We congratulate ourselves thai 
our lot is east in the reign of a king, under the defence of whose right 
hand we fear no evil and are disturbed by no adversity. In addition to 
all your previous goodness we hear from the bishop of Salisbury thatyou 
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have enilouvd a chanlry, and given the appoinlment to iht office, whenri'rr 
vacant, to the University : for which, as for all your works done for tht 
glory of God, we offer our humble thanks ; and, in nominating for Iht 
place Master fohn Taylour, we beg that you will suffer him to residi, 
during the three terms, at Oxford, that he may be able to continue kit 
lectures in the Scriptures, and afford to all the profiiahk example of)m 
saintly life and conversation. 

Chhistiakissimo principi Edwardo, iUustriswmoque Anglic et 
Francie regi, Cancellarius Universilalis Oitoniensis uni\'ersu8que 
regentium in eadem celus sese cum omni subjeclione et reverentia 
commissos fadunl. Tama sunt, prudentissime princeps, lue erga nos 
pietatis oQicia, ut rem public am nostram immortalem ex his effici 
nemo dubitet. Facile certe dicCu non est quantum sub tua poten- 
tissima protectione nostra brevi creverit Universiias, qui inconsueto 
regum more illam regendam suscepisti. Quam etsi benemerids 
anlehac quidem viris genere eliam claris ditaveris, nunc tamen juvenes 
dominos, et sanguine el litteris dignissimos, Unlversitatis tue solacium 
singulare, superaddidisti. LeCatnur ergo nos eo seculo natos, quod 
tanlum tanteque pietatis principem ei Universitaiis nostrc protectorem 
[jepererit, quos tua dexlra defenses nulla ledit hoslilitas, nulla in- 
quietat perturbatio aui ulla perturbat adversitas. Nee hec quidem, 
maxima enim sunt, iti nos fecisse satis repuias, qui, sicut ex reverendo 
in Chrisio patre, Sarum : episcopo, accepimus, inter cetera opera tua 
Deo digna, cantariam perpeluam potenter indolatam erexisti ; Uni- 
versitatemque tuam, quociens vacaverii, illam erudilo iheologo conferre 
deiiere decrevisti. Nos, audito' devotisiimo animo tuo, magistrum 
Joaimem Taylour, sacre theologie professorem, ad prediciam a ic 
fundalam cantariam nominavimus; pro his omnibus humillimas 
graiiarum acliones agenles, teque supplicitcr oranles, ul, quoniam sua 
in theologicis doctrina, sancta preterea vite eonversado Universitati 
lue hucusque profuil, et, ut speralur, profulura est, ilium eo pacto 
nobis subtrahas, ut possit in Iribus anni terminis occultas scripture 
sententias studentibus tuis notas facere. £t vale, sirenuissime princeps, 
Universitaiis nostre protector singularissime. Datum in nostre con- 
gregationis demo, ^-c. 

302. 

To the Bishop of Salisbury. 

The daily and manifold instances of your beneficence to us cannot he 

dealt with in epistolary form ; ihey need volumes to record them, that, 

' audita MS. 
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> when iL't have departtd this life, those that come a/Ur may tell hirw there 
never was a prelate so good to us as you have beea. You promised to 
give us the sun, and you have given us the moon also/ our hopes and 
fears are now ended by certainty. It was, we are informed, by your 
Xumee that thi King gave the nomination to his chantry to us, on con- 
that we should always appoint a graduate in theology. We 
commend to you our nominee, Master fohn Taylour, whom we deem 
mostwort^ of the place ; and we specially beg of you thai you will, if you 
possibly can, obtain for us the condition that the holder of the appoint- 
ment may always be allowed to reside three terms in Oxford, for the 
purpose of lecturing in theology. 

Revehf.ndo in Christo patri ac domino, divina provideniia Sarum : 
episcopo, Cancellarius Univer&ilatis Osoniensis universusque regentium 
in eadem cetus sese cum omni reverentia commissos faciuni. Tarn 
mulliplicaia sunt, presiantissime presul, tamque indies aucta in nos 
beneficiorum tuorum incrementa, ut non episiolarum genere sed 
ingenti potius libromm volumine ea scribi conveniat. Eo namque 
pacio obeuntibus nobis vivent opera lua, nepoiibusque nostris coram 
loquenlur, quantum in rempubllcam nos presulem habuerimus, quo 
certc majorem nos nunquam habuimus, aut patres eliam nostros 
habuisse legimus. Spondebas equidem nobis solem, nee fraudasii 
nos : et ne unquam deficeret lux nostra, soli lunam addidisti : nosque 
turn spe turn metu haclenus percusses certiludine perfecisti. Accedit 
eiiam ad immonalia tua erga rempublicam meriia illud, quod ex 
superiorum litierarum tuarum labellione accepimus ; qui te regiam 
majestalem ita inclinasse nobis apparuit ' ut ubi cantariam fundaverit, 
ejus collationem Universiiati conferri dignaretur ; eo tamen pacto, ut 
theologico studio professum illi semper preferremus, Nos idcirco 
magisirum Johannem Tayiour, sacre theologie professorem, nostra 
certe sententia dignissimum, ad eandem nominatum libi commen- 
damus. Teque apprime rogatum facimus, ut, si tua industria fieri 
poEsit, banc cautarie illi naturam imponi facias, quod si secuturis 
temponbus ilia utetur, possil etiam ad tres anni terminos studio 
vacare. Nee mireris, si id libi scripserimus, prestantissime presul; 
cum hunc ad aliorum profectum in theologicis studentium tam neces- 
sarium habeamus, ut ne illius quidera docirina sine maiiimo nosiro 
dispendio carere possimus. Et valeal tua prestantissima palernitas, 
merilissime presul. Datum in nostre congregacionis demo. 
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Vol. 141a. Testimonial letter for Master Phllipp Futsam. 

14B1. Umversis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 1 

pervenerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque un animism 
magistrorum regeniium in eadem salulem in omnium Salvatc 
nobis studiosorum hominum semper cura Tuii honestissimos labores, 
quibus ad capessendas virtutes et disciplinas in omni vita conlenderint, 
honeslissimis quoque premiis aliquando compensare. Considerantibus 
itaque nobis magnas et egregias virtutes confratris nostri, magiscri | 
Philippi Puisam, ingeniem preterea turn in arlibus turn in jure | 
canonico doctrinam non mediocribus vigiliis comparatam, vi 
officii nostri plurimum interesse amplissimis primum baccallarii 
artiuin, inde juris canonici, landem artium magistri gradibus ilium 
donare. Nee id fecisse sat nobis visum est, quin suis id exigenlibus 
mentis etiam ad opponendum in sacra theologia eundem licetit 
Quibus adeptis eas denique res pro virili sua parte gessit, que et ad \ 
sue professionis officium el nostre Universitatis gloriam spectarerit. 
Que cum hujusroodi sint ut suapte natura benevolentiam facile coo- 
cilient, nostris tamen testimoniis nihilominus comprobanda videntui 
Cupientes igitur hanc nostiam benemeriti hominis commendalionen 
plus apud ceteros ponderis habituram esse, has litieras Universitatis 
nostre sigDlo consignari fecimus. Datum Oxonie in noslrt congre- I 
galionis dnmo, anno Domini miUesimo quadringinteiimo oclogesimo J 
prima, sexto dit mensia Junii. 

303- 

To T. Kempe, Bishop of London. 
The great benevolence you have ever exhibited towards us would emurt i 
your completion 0/ the building you have undertaken, and it is not neeti- j 
sary that we should write to aikyou to do so. i'ours is a happy lot, for \ 
your well-merited praises are loudly sung ; white your work speaks for 
itself in the present, and in t)u future will stimulate others to Hie efforli. 
We greatly desire your presence here thai you might behold the Busy 
labours of your joorkmcn. Industrious as bees, some carry the slonei, 
others polish them, some caret out the statues, others place them in their 
niches. The work is worthy of its object, and to think of it will be 
of happiness to you hereafter. 

Reverendo in Chrisio patri ac domino, domino Thome, divina pro- 

videntia Londoniensi episcopo, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis 

universusque regentium in eadem cetus sese cum omni reverentia com- 

faciunt. Etsi, prestantissime presul, tanta est vis tue erga no8 
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benevoleinie, tante eliam erga rempublicam pietatis observantia ul, eliam 

sine Ittteris nostiis, quod sancte tecum decreveris perficere velis, nostre 

lamen partis esse videtur pro immortali beneficio tuo libi gratias 

agere. Nemo eerie nostra sententia te vivit felicius, pro quo, sic 

meritum est tuum, psallunl vive voces, et res ipsa intercedere non ' 

dubitatur. Acceclit etiam ad augnienlum fuluri tui meriti, quod his, 

qui — pace eorum dictum sit — dormierant, ad benemerendum animos 

acueris. Quod si enim aliunde incommodum id tibi non esset, facile 

credilu non est quantum tuam optaremus pre.seniiam, ut pleniore 

operum luorum solacio uii posses. Non enim alius est, dum liquida 

r aella conslipant. apum labor, quam est operaniium tuorum. Alii 

■.vehetidis saxis, alii jam veciis poliendis, pars sculpendis imaginibus, 

1 jam formatas imagines arcualiter situando mirifice conantur. 

Ipus est certe Deo dignum, nee tibi juslior possit esse letitie occasio, 

I- quam te illius auctorem meminisse. Perge ergo, et fac ul opus 

r iRiperfectum, quod optimis, ut speratur, auguriis incepisti, non nisi 

I perfeclissimum relinquas. Et valeal lua prestaniissima paternilas, 

rmagniGce presul. Datum in noslre congrtgatwnis domo, iji". 

Acquittance of T. Kempe, Bishop of London. 
Two hundred marks received. 

NovERiNT universi per presenies nos, Leonellum Wydevil, Universi- 
ptUls Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Willelmum Portar, Radulphum Hamp- 
f aterley, procuratorea Universiiatis aniedicte, recepisse et habuisse, die 
I eonfeciionis presemium, de reverendo in Christo patre et domino, 
domino Thoma Kempe, Londoniensi episcopo, ducentas marcas in 
[ partem solutionis cujusdam majoris summe mille marcarum, per 
I eandem venerabilem patrem ad perfectionem operis scolarum th^ologie 
VUniversitati collatarum : De quibus ducemis marcis fatemur nos fore 
I loluios, dictumque reverendum patrem, dominum Thomam Kempe, 
acquietamus per prescntes nostro communi sigillo signalas. 
I Datum in nostre cgngregaiiotiis domo, quarto die mensis Junii, anno 
I rtgni regis Edwardi quarti post conqueshim viceiimo prima. 

304'- 

To the Bishop of Salisbury. Fol. 141 b. 

No greater service is in the pmuer of matt to render than that you have 
rendered us. Not only we, but people everywhere speak of your watchful 
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videtur nen duHlalur: vidilur datxtsi beneath, ai rednndint, MS. 
ftddrcM to tbU letter, bat it it plainly to lUc fiiihop of Salubniy; lee EpiiU joi. 




e of our inter esis, your inUrcession for us with the King, your aHenlun 
r private affairs. Master Taylour has reported to us how you hm 
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Non enim accepimus 
prelermissum s 



valuabie to k 



; presul,! 
1 posse sciamus.1 



made our cause your own, and we perceive Ihat it is 
your advocacy, by correspondence and otherwise, that ot 
is to be allowed slill to reside in the University. 

ExpERTAM adeo pietatem ttiam habetnus, inagnifice 
ui majorem aui prestari a le ant postuiari a nobis r 

s quid preclarius ab homine fieri posset, quod a lei 
Z9. primum quantum merueris, preter not 
et res et viilgus coram loquitur: cujus tot fiierint vigi]ie, tot regi 
majesiati facte instaniie, tot tandem cure in re privata Tecens. Quan-fl 
tamque humaniialem sludeniibus Universitatis tue nuper oslenderis, ex ■ 
verbo magistri Joannis Taylour accepiious, cujus res ita traxisli, quasi I 
rem tuara curasses. Non enim tecum existima sine letissimis animisl 
audivimus tantum presulem curare litteras regie majestati dirigendas. 
Id enim etsi aliunde non in telle xissemus, probatum satis tui in nos 
amoris argumentum declarasset. Per le certe factum esse nemo J 
dubitabit ut largius qnam postulabat beneBcium acciperet hoc uno I 
beneficio. Utrusque res curabas, publicam quod, sicut te rogavit 1 
Universitas tua, hominem nobis necessarium remisisti ; privatam quod f 
ilium tuis doctissimis litieris ditari curasti. Pro quo nemo qui, quantum ] 
valcat, lantum se tue debere dominationi non profiieatur. Valeat lua 
preslantissima paternitas, magnifice presul, Universitatisque nostre 
amator singulars ssi me. 

Public exculpation of executors. 

// is everyone's duty, and ours especially, to defend the innocent from 
slander. We, therefore, hereby declare that the Chancellor's register 
proves thai our brethren {herein named) declined to act as executors of 
master N. Hyenson ; and that it was only al the urgent request of the 
Chancellor, that they, in consequence of his inability to attend to the 
business, consented to undertake the office. And, further, we certify that 
their character is, lo our knowledge, above suspicion of any dishonesty. 

Universis sancte malris ecclesie filits, ad quos prcsenlea liltere per- 
venerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis universusque regentium 
cetus saiutem in omnium Salvatore. Cum sit pium innocentes ab 
injuriis tueri, idque ad nos poiissimum s[>ectet, qui litterarum studia 
profitemur ; nos idcirco causam confratnim nostrorum, magistri Robert! 
Wrangwich, cxpeditissimi sacre theologie professoris, et magistri Joannis 
Coldale, ejusdem professionis bachalarii, omnt veritatis lestimonio 
capesscndam atquc prosequendam duximus. Per has igitur litteras 
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nostras profilemur el atlestamur, quod, inspecto et perlecio registro 
doinini Cancellarii, invenimus predictos confratres nostros, magisiri 
Nichoiai Hyensone cxecutores deputatos, onus hujusmodi execuiionis 
non admisisse : ipsosque etiam rogaios labores omnino recusasse 
executJonis ; mulus tamen instanciis domini Cancellarii, aliis negotiis 
impediii, ducios, ejusdem magistri bona, JQXta ipsius uliimam volun- 
tatem administranda, recepisse. Eos praeCerea his moribus eaque vite 
conditiotie aique morum iniegritaie apud nos dies consumpsisse ex- 
percum habcmus, ui conscienLias suas violaturos nemo illos existimet. 
Cupiemes ergo aliis nudam primum verilalem, postinde insontem 
eorum diBpositionem facilius persuader! possu, has Utleras Universitatis 
noGlre sigiilo consignari fecimus. Datum in nosire eortgregalionis domo, 
vuesimo lertio die mtnsis Junii, anno Domini milhnmo quadringenksimo 
. \oclogesimo '] prima. 

I Testimonial letter for Master John Portyngale. 

' Unhehsis sancte mains ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere per- 1481. 
venerint, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis universusque regetitium 
in eadem cctus salulem in omnium Salvatore. Ea nobis studiosorum 
hominum semper cura fuit honestissimos eonim labores, quibus ad 
capessendas virtutes et disciplinas in omni vita contenderinl, hones- 
lissimis quoque premiis aliquando compensare. Considerantibus igitur 
nobis magnas et egregias virtutes conFratris nostri, magistri Joannis 
Portyngale, non mediocribus laboribus atque vigiliis comparatas', 
visum est officii nostri plurimum interesse amplissimis. primum bacal- 
larii, deinde in artibus magisiri, gradibus ' ilium donare. Ea denique 
his gradibus adeptis pro virili sua parte gessit, que ad sue professionis 
oRicium et nosire Universitatis gloriam speclarent. Que cum hujus- Fol. 142 a 
modi sint ut suaple natura benevolenliam facile concilient, nosiris 
lamen tesiimoniis nihilominus comprobanda videntur. Cupientes igitur 
hanc nostram benemeriti hominis commendationem plus apud ceteros 
ponderis habituram esse, has litteras Universitatis nosire sigiilo con- 
signari fecimus. Datum in nosire congregalionis domo, anno Domini 
millesimo quadringenlesimo octogesimo prima., vieesimo scptimo die mmsis 
Junii. 

I Testimonial letter for Master John Wyttefyld. 

K Univfrsis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presenies littere per- 1481. 
Tcnerint, Cancellarius Universiialis Oxoniensis, &c. Ea nobis studio- 
sorum hominum semper cura fuit honestissimos eorum labores, quibus 
ad capessendas virtutes et disciplinas in omni vita contenderint, hones- 
■ omitted iii MS. * lamparatam MS, ■ gradiim repeated ib. 
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tissimis (juoque premiis aliquando compensare ; co namque pacto et 
iUos induslrie sue minus penitere, el alios at! proficiendum alacriores 
eRici solere cotnperimus. Considerantibus igiiur nobis magnas et 
egregias virtutes confratris Doslri, magistri Joannis Wyitefyld, in- 
geniemque in theologico studio doctnnam, non mediocribuG vigiliis 
comparatam, visum est officii nostri piurimum interesse amplissimis, 
primum bacaJIarii, tandem in eodem doctoris, gradibus ilium donare. 
Quibus adeptb eas denique res gessit, que ad sue professionis officium 
et nostre Universitatis gloriam spectarent. Cupienles ' igitur banc 
nosiram benemeriti hominis comraendationem p!us apud ceteros 
ponderis habiiuram esse, has litteras Universitatis nostre sigillo con- 
signari fecimus. Datum in noslre congregalionts domo, anno Dimini 
mitUsimo quadringenUsimo octogesitno prima, quarto die mttisis Juiii. 

Citation of Master John Brertone. 

You an hereby summoned, once, twice, thrice, and pertmplorily, to 
appear before us in S, Mary's Church, and render account, as your oath 
binds you to do, of your managematl of the Danvers Chest. 

Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis, necnon ejusdem procura- 
tores cetusque unanimis magistrorum regentium in eadem salutem 
magistro Johanni Brertone, Tenore presentium nos citamus te, primo, 
secundo et tertio, ac peremptorie mandamus quod coram nobis per- 
sonaliter compareas in domo congregationis in ecclesia Beate Marie 
Virginis, ad faciendum compotum et rationem cisle de Danvers, ad 
quod vinculo juramenti le noveris aslriclum. Datum in nostre con- 
gregationis domo, sub sigillo nosiro communi, sexto die mentis Julii. 
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Acquittance of Thomas Kempe, Bishop of London. 

One hundred marks received. 

NovERiNT universi per presenles nos, Leonellum Wydewil, Can- 
cellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Willelmum Porter, Radulphum 
Hampsterley, recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis presencium, a reve- 
o palre ac domino, Thoma Kempe, divina providencia 
Londoniensi episcopo, centum marcas in partem soluctonis mille mar- 
; De quibus fatemur nos fore solutos, dictumque reverendum 
patrem tnde acquietamus per presentes sigillo communi nostro signatas. 
Datum in nostre congregacionis domo, duodecimo die Oclobrts anno regni 
regis Edwardi quarti post eonquestum vicesimo primo, 

ifUntes igitur MS. 
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Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. Fol. 14a b. J 

Undevicestmo die Decembris. anno regni regis Edwardi quarii post 14B1. 
conquesium vicesimo primo, sigillate sunt acquiclancie Abbati de 
Eynsham pro sedecim solidis debitis Universitali. 

A letter written to the Chancellor. 

Tertio decimo die mensis Decembris, sigillate sunt littere domino i+Si. 
Lconello Wydcvil, Cancellario Universitatis Oxoniensis. 

Acquittance of Master Thomas Brow. 

VicEsmo bccundo die mensis Januarii, sigillate sunt acquietancie i+8a. 
magi St ro Brow. 

Testimonial letter for Master John Bourton. 

EoDEM die, sigillate aunt !iltere testimoniales magistro Joanni i+8a. 



^P^l 



A letter written to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
lUiNTODECiMO die mensis Februarii, sigillate sunt littere domino 
aichiepiscopo Cantuariensi. 
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To the Archbishop of Canterbury '. 
Alt, who hear a favour ahk report 0/ your health, ant! aie especially, 
rejoice greatly, /or the great honour you have attained derivtd its soitrce 
from thi.'! University. We have heard from our predecessors in this place 
what hopes ^rour early years inspired that you would prove a valiant 
champion of the Church ; and now we behold these expectations more 
than fulfilled, in the energy and gravity, the prudence and justice of your 
life and character. These are qualities in themselves admirable, and, 
when exercised in the service of the slate, merit more than human praise. 
Here we have hitherto experienced the advantage of your favour, and we 
hope that the future will bring a confirmation of the rumour we hear (f 
your benevolent intentions with regard to us. 

Reversniki, &c. valetudinem tuam, pater prestantissime, nemo audit 
— audivimus nuper omnes — qui non vehementer exuttet atque gaudeat. 
Quara cum omnes universe Britannic inhabilatofes — sic enim de sin- 
gulis meritua es — avidissime cupiant, quanto magis nos, a quibua 
tantus omnium terranim et nallonum splendor plane profectus est, ea 
' No [ille or sddren in MS. 
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congaudere debebimusf Refenint enim majores nosiri quanla re- 
fellendamm ab ecclesia injuriarum, dum adhuc primam Oxoniis ageres 
eiatem, spes in le fuit ; quanta luendaruiu liberiaium expectaiio. quani 
comrnendatio liberalitatis tue, quam splendida denique omnium de te 
fuerit cogiiaiio. Hoc illi quidem tantutnmodo ' conjeclura quadam- 
videbant enim argumenta probiialis tue — dixerunt : nos vero hoc 
ipsum expressis argumeniis qtiotidie et videmus el tion sine gaudio 
probamus. Vincunt enim tua erga nos officia cogitationes eorum, nee 
illustriora abs le profeciura esse sperabatur quam re ipsa profecia 
sunt. Qiioliens enim quieto ocio majorum nostronim res geslas 
legimus — legimus enim pene quolidie — eorum que rebus gestis tuas 
conferimus, id non sine admiraiione facimus. Neseimus hercle utrum 
tua in republica diligentia an gravitas, prudenlia an equitas, majori 
laude digna invenialur : cum liec omnia in te ila sunt egregia atque 
perrecta, ut quod alleri preferendum sit non facile videatur. Que 
omnia tametsi suapte natura magni habenda sint, ipsa tamea : 
in rempublicam observantia, si Platoni credilur, ceteris prestal. Qui 
enim in rempublicam benedcia conlulerint, not) humana sed divina 
polius laude cclebrantur ; quippe cum non sue tantutn aroplitudini ac 
glorie consubnt', sed publice uiilitati ac saluli inserviant. Hec est 
ilia virtus insignissima, que mortuum mori non permitlil : qua licet 
plenissime erga rempublicam nostram usus es, nunc tamen ilenim plus 
velle, referente fama, cognovimus. Quod ul facias vehementer roga- 
mus ; facies enim non modo ut nos sentiamus, sed etiam ut omnis 
posteritas, quanio amore rempublicam nostram complexus fueria, 
apertissime intelligal: eriique id monimentum sempiterne erga nos 
pietatis tue, cujus magniiudo non injuria tanto illustrior atque clarior 
estimanda erit, quod ceteris imiiandi tui exemplum prebueris. Et 
optime valeat lua prestanlia, revere ndissi me pater ac domine singula- 
rissime. Datum in no&tre congrtgalionis domo, quinio dccimo die mean's 
Februarii. 

306. 
Fol. 143 a. To the Bishop of Liocoln. 

In Iktse troublous times, when rveti those, who ought to be our friends, 
often turn against us, we are not without comfort, nor have our fortunes 
sunk so low as to leave no source of consolation. We often think Ihatyou 
came into the world to relieve the affiicted, such has beenyour solicitude 
both for our public and inlernal interests, defending us against the 
accusations of our enemies, under which, but for your help, we must have 

' lanlomi/do M^. ' tunsullani ib. 
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sutcumbed, ami, as rveryont knows, making the private misfortunes of 
individuals your special cart. For such services as these no less gratitude 
is due than to one, who, if he has not founded, has, tike Camillui, restored 
a ruined slate. 

Re\-eren-dissiho in Chrislo pairi ac domino, domino Joanni, divina 
providenlia Lincolniensi episcopo. Cancellarius UniversJiatrs Oxoniensis 
iiniversU6quc regencium in eadL'm cetus sese cum omni reverencia ac 
subjeccione commissos fatium. Tameisi his perturbatissimis lem- 
poribus nati sumus, ut perditissimoa hominum mores, eciam eorum 
qui nos juvare deberenl, scpenumero experiamur, lamen de quo 
gaudeamus habemus, ita ut suam quisque conditionem miserrimam 
puiel. Nee tam afflicta esi omnique spe salutis orbata forluna nostra ', 
ut nullus consolacioni locus reliquus sit. Nam quociens, humanissime 
presul, le ad memoriam vocamus — id est cede frequent er^hominem 
ad levandas affliciorum injurias te natum credimus : qui cum res 
nostras, cum privatas tum pubticas, diligentJus curaret, nee unquam 
habuimus aul nepotes nostros eonjeeiura quidem habituros potamus. 
Sunt enim lalia tua crga nos oRicia, ut ne his majora quidem vel abs 
te presiari vel a nobis posiulai i queant. Primum quidem quantum res 
publiea nostra tibi debeat. que, cum accusanlium injuriis pene fracia 
atque lacessita squaleseeret, per le frequenter defetisa est. nee ipsa 
quidem, si mille linguas habere!, signare posset. Sane ita de ea 
merilus es, ut si ab ipsis primis fundatoribus discedat, cui plus debeat 
faabeat nerainem, Quantum preterea privatorum hominum res tibi 
cure fuerunt, nemo est qui' nesciat. Quis enim, cum ultimos tam 
commodos ordines celebrari — celebrabantur enim in foribus— feceras, 
el laboris et paupertaiis muliorum racionem te habutsse apertissime 
non inlelligat ? Quorsum iaihec tendunt, presul magnificentisaime, nisi 
ut nos libi carissimos esse demonslres p Nos idcirco tantas pro his tibi 
debere gracias profitemur, quanias Romulo Camilloque debet longa 
Romanonim posteritas; quorum alter urbem Romam primus eictruxit, 
alter poslea pene delapsam primus restauravit. Teque ut eundem le 
hobis prestcs apprime rogamus. £t valeat tua preslantissima pater- 
niiaa. doctissime presul. Datum stcundo die mensis Marcii. 



Acquittance of Thomas Kempei Bishop of Loodoo. 

One hundred marks received. 

■i Marcii, sigillale sunt acquietancie episcopo 



r Londoniensi pro centum marcis. 

' /vrtnna neslra : lbe»e word* >re teiwated in 






4!lS EPtSrOLAE ACMiEiltCJS. 

307- 



An 4m em§if ASfe iBr mm imm itA ftrtmAd mmd MHauU m. 
Wt^mkfmiffAtwmni^tfG^immiAeSmHti; we pm 09ir Mr 
fcOTri]0%f imiUuiigB ifwdtd §9 j(Mi ai li i^ ii f j pmra rf ttmt fwttkM §9 
Ai^myrfQ^: mmdw»m^miAuig§fAeimmmry§mka9eStmMim 
aOrmiufg m wM At iAcMm 9f At kiti Eimmri PoU^ymw n^kem^ 



Aim aU fy/mmdmg aauft^ mi mfirm iuhnrt m Atd^gy^ Aam wMck m» 
grmier seroiee cmdd h rwmianed i$ 0k Umij^ $f Ami sidtfeci ; as urn may 
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iffti» CflBisTiAiiissaK) principi Edwaido^ te. Malta sunt, iDustrissiine 
prinoqM, que quaiM anxxe Universitatem tuam compleziis fiieris 
apertissime demonstrant ; ez quibos iDud infimiim esse non videtur, 
quod preter superiorum regnm exempla illius te futuram protectorem 
tua sponte decreveris. Nee fnistra sane protectoris nomen recepisti, 
qui ab intentatis hominum injuriis non magis illam defenderis quam 
beneficiis auxeris. Tacemus Dei et sanctorum cultum, cujus tu 
semper ab immatura etate observantissimus fuisti. Politissima opera 
tua in diversis regni tui partibus, fabrica mirabili propositoque mira- 
biliori ad Dei gloriam mirifice erecta, non loquimur. Respublica 
nostra est, que si mille voces haberet, quantum tibi debet dicere non 
posset Omittimus quod dominum Edwardum Poole, nepotem tuum, 
Universitati tue, ad non mediocre iUius ornamentum, illic transmiseris ; 
juvenem certe ingenio acri, facundo et splendido, ita ut illius ingenio 
natura nihil docibilius, nihil acutius, nihil feracius protulerit. Ita 
equidem audit, et audita profert eloquenter, ut divino quodam afflatus 
numine judicari valeat. Nunquam sane splendidam ipsius naturam 
recensemus, quin cogitatione ipsa exsilire gestireque videamur. Hec 
tametsi magna sunt efflcaxque tui in nos ^ argumentum esse potuerint, 
Christianissime tamen intencioni tue nunquam satisfecisse visus es, 
quin lecturam theologicam sine audiencium impensis Universitati tue 

' amoris seems to be omitted. 
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magnificenlissime concederes. Quo nihil niagis egregium, vel ad Fol. 143 bj, 
perpeluum iheologici studii profeclum, aul futuri meriti tui incre- 
meDlum existimari posset, Efficies hoc pacto, iit tuas Oxonias non 
magis in vita quam post mortem auxisse videaris. Mirabile enim 
diclu esl, quanlum in facullate theologica brevi coalueril crevetitque 
sludencium numerus; ita ut mortue, si dicam, languescentesque diu 
discipline per te reviviscere ei ad viiam revocari videantur. Nos 
idcirco, quamquam bee hujusmodi sint ut suapte natura nulla ea 
velustas temporis ex hominum raemoria abolere poterit, nomen luum 
eciam immortale relinquere cupientes, post feslum S. Dionlsii, in 
missa resumpcionis termini— si lamen id libi, quod speramus, placere 
videbiiur — specialem nominis tui collectam perpetuis leroporibiis 
dicendam concepimus; quod an tihi gratum acceplumque sit cerciores 

ri vehementer optamus. Ei semper valeai lua majesias, sirenuissime 

nceps. Datum vicesimo oelaro i/i'e Menus .Uarrii. 

To the Dean and Chapter of Windsor '. 

We prisent to you master Robert Elyolt^ and beg thai you will admit 
and institute him to the chantry of your eollfge, lately /oujided by the 
Xing; who also gave us the perpetual right of aominatioH to that 
tfice. 

VsNEBABiLiBirs Dccano el capitulo collegii dotnini regis infra i 
CUtrum de Wynsore Cancellarius Uni vers! talis Oxoniensis cetusque 
magistrorum regencium in eadem debilas reverencias et honores. Ad 
cantariam perpetuam vestrc jurisdiccionis in coUegio veslro, de magni- 
ficencia Chrisiianissimi principis Edwardi quarti, Dei gracia regis 
Anglic el Francie, nuperrime fundatam, et ad nostram nominacionem 
et presentacionecn ex donaeione ejusdem domini nosiri regis spec- 
tanlem, dijectum nobis in Chrislo, magistrum Robertum Elyolt, in 
artibus magistrum Universitatis nostre nominamus et presentamus ; 
supplicanles quatenus dictum magistrum Robertum Eiyoi ad pre- 
dictam cantariam admittere, ipsumque canonice in eadem capellanum 
instituere, ceteraque peragere, que vestro in hac parte incumbunt 
otScio, dignemini intuitu carilatis. Datum, j-r. 
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To the Bishop of Ely. 

the generosity 0/ your character, and in 
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to our wilfafty mid U tit -ptrpdma^m t/ytmr honour. Wi art making 
efforit to ittt'td a ichoet of Canon kno, to which wt desire to add aim erne 
0/ Civil law, piacit^ the former m the ground, and the latter over it; 
ifivt ran obtain the requitite funds. The meant to help ut fortune hot 
given you, and, we htpe, the will Hktwise. 

Rkverendo in. C3irislo patri ac domino, domino Elien^ Kpaccfpo, 
Cancellarius.ftc. Tamelsi olla Btuiq&am, reverende paler, a nolna in te 
meriia profidsci tanta potucnint, at noatro Jure toam vidssim beneficenT 
liara vindicare possemus, preatuiB tamen ingenuaque natura ' mirifice 
nos honaia est, uc, in toa potias beaigmtate quam nostris mends confisi, 
tecum confidenler loquomur; presertim in his que ad podseimum 
Universitatis nostre cmnmodum, et ad inuoonalem nominis tui 
memonam spectare videbuntur. Si sane, presnl preatantiaome, 
masjma quampluiimtim erga respublicas suas merita ante oculos 
proponas, non committendum putabia, at Univereitati nostre, inio toe, 
uUum commodum in te clandas. Atque, ut paucis ezpediamus, acito, 
presul colendis^me, nos omnem coram, sollicitudineDi, studium, 
diligent iam. onmemque tandem industriam consumere in edificands 
scolarum canonistanim edifidit: quibos etiam in eodera terraTum- 
ambitu, si nc^Ma ad id suppetert bcnttas, 'dvilistarum scolas coa- 
jungercmiis. has in levuiori iUaa in basaiori edificionun loco coUocaturk 
Sed quoniam deesse nolHB ilia, qnibus ad banc rem pennaxime opus 
est, sat cognovimus, ad te statuimus, optime pater, supplices con- 
fugere, teque rogare ut orantibus nobis aures aperias. Habes enim 
fortunam ut possis, naturam — speramus enim ita — ut velis prodesse 
nobis. £t ne pluribus proinde cecum agamus, singularissime domine, 
tuum in hac parte patrocinium vehementet rogaraus. £[ semper 
valeat lua dominatio, presul dignissime. Datum in nostre congrega- 
tionis domo, ^■c. 
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x. Episcopo Bathonlensi. 

The ruin of that which is most precious to us has been averted by the 
generosity of those who were willing to use their wealth for the main- 
lenance of education. This the bishop of London has done for the school 
of theology ; and now absolute necessity, rather than the utility of the 
object, compels us to lake in hand the rebuilding of the school of ccmm 
law ; for unless some liberal hands come to its rescue, it must shortly 
' natua MS. ' in civiliilarum ib. 
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'tm. We hopt Ihal we may reckon upon your asstslance, dis- 
t^triiguisAed as you art in all learning but more especially in this /acuity : 
ve expect also that your example will Jind many imitators. 

Magno semper presidio et ornamento bonis discipiinis fuenint . . . ', 
colendissime presu), qui bus ad mercaturam bonarum racultatum 
maxima lucra landem obvenerunt. Illorum namque liberalitaie pro- 
fectum esl, ut preciosissime res noslrc, que naufragium propediem 
faclure videbantur, non modo ab omni calamilaie vindicarentur, 
verum etiam gloriosius omareniur. Quod cum pridem in sacris 
liUeris honestandis reverendi patris in Christo Londoniensis episcopi 
sumpdbus factum esset, reliquum erat ut scolas juris canonici in- 



compulai. 

liberal issimorum 
casuram nan 
jnde pater, magno 
tua paternitate spei 
ini, lum in hac juris 



staurandas curaremus, non tarn utilitate quam 
Tanta enim vetustate doraus ilia confecla est, 
hominum industna celerius occuiratur, brevi 
dubilemus. Huic rei, quoniam te unum, re 
adjumenio esse posse cognoscimus, pluriraum 
collocavimus ; esistimanies profecio te, cum in 

potissimum doctrina prestantem. eo libentius ipsius facultatis edi(icando 
doroicilio opitulaturum, quo majorem fueris ex ea re laudem atque 
gloriam consecutus. Itaque tuam presianiiam, magnifice presul, 
quoad possumus, vebemenler rogamus, ut le nobis in hac re tarn 
fructuosa lamque necessaria liberalem patronum prebeas alc|ue prestes. 
Speramus quoque permuUos alios ad suppeditandos sumptus tue 
Ljiberalitatis exempio facilius adduci posse. Quod ad nos attinet, 
rabimus eerie ul quidquid dederis dedisse gaudeas. 




3IO'. 

le are indebted lo you, the more we wish to he so — a sijgn, 
o says, of a generous disposition. — We would now ask you, there/ore 
^—/or your wishes will have weight — to invite the bishops of Ely, 
Norwich, and Bath and Wells to assist us in rebuilding the school of 
Canon law. So bad is its condition that no one dares enter the building, 
and it is surprising the wind does not bring it down, for the foundations 
are so far gone as lo be beyond repair. Unless we rebuild it. as we hope 
fy_your help we shall, the University must lose the value of its rent, four 
marks a year. 

QuoTiENS lua erga rempublicani nostram merita, paler prestan- 148a. 
■ tiBsime, memorie com mend amus, nulli unquam hominum ac libi nos 
' A blank ipsM in MS. < No addrcEs, bat piobtbly lo Biihop of LomJon. 
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pte ddbtfe plane oognoBdmnt; qui noBlrb agendis rebus lAfl lod 
iiauie idluiBis. Sed qoeeieny m inqnit Cicero, ii^md waaM eat 
cm mnltiim ddbeas ci {tea ¥ele debeie, kenun ad novos kboiea te 
iKUtabimiir; teq^ rogabmuia nt doctiaaimia episcopia ESeiid, Nor- 
wkenei el Wdtenai vt^ggoM^ illiacpie animoa acoas, — plurimiim in 
hac re tua valebit audoiiUui-Hit iUonim jain prope caaiuja caaoni- 
alinim acoHa non deaint pteafafia. Tanta ecj^em antiquitate ccMifecte' 
aon^ tantasqne mtrantibiia miiiaa pre ae fare vide&tur, ut nemo iliaa 
jam intret ampliua. Miimntnr pretevea mold, quod tantoa yentomm 
impetiis aine casa paaae ai&t; qiiarom ha fracta debiliaque aimt ftmda-^ 
menta ut illarum reparatio nihil ntilitalia afferre videatur. Quo fit vt 
ant illaa' xeataurari, ant qnatncv marcaa Umveraitatia redditna* minnl^ 
neceaae alt Te ergo, preanl benefioentiaaime^ yehementer rogamuai 
nt his ftttuiia malia nostria mederi velia; quod te &ctunim firmiter 
qwramua, ai hia, quoa et posae et vdle prodesse fortuna uberina' 
anisit, nobia ad eamm edificia deeaae fticultatea monatraveria. Itaqne 
tnnm in hac parte ezpe^atum patrodnium ezperiamury obaecramna, 
pturlmnm. 

Acqpitttaitce of Eynihaaa Abbey. 

1480. Nofntnrr nni?e«d per preaentea, noa, Leoneflum WidevO, Unl* 
neiaitatia Qzonien^ Cancellariam, Thomam Kemer, Radnlphnm 
Stanoi^, ejusdem procuratores recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionia 
presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in comitatu Oxoniensi 
sedecim solidos sterlingorum bone ac legalis monete Anglie; in 
partem solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati per 
prefatum Abbatem et conventum debite : De quibus quidem fatemur 
nos fore solutes, dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus 
per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in nosire 
congregaiionis domo, anno regni regis Edwardi quarii post conqtustum 
vicesimo secundo, quarto mensts Septembris. 

311. 
FoL 144 b. To the Bishop of London '. 

Lest we should be deemed ungrateful^ we write to express^ though it he 
but feebly y our thanks for the great service you have rendered us. We 
have already received thirteen volumes. They are truly a magnificent 
gift; and though the donor of them deserves our praise ; toyou^ through 
whose incomparable affection and generosity to us they have been cleverly 

} cimficta MS. ' illam ib. * No address; probably to Bishop of 

London. 
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t/iosf who had unlawfully taken pessfssion of 
due. Voa have raised for youTsrlf an im- 



iraced, and rtcovtrtd fr< 
them, far more honour 
ptrishabh monument. 

Reverknde, &c. Tanta siquidem tamque nobilissima tua sunt in 
rempublicam merita, clement issime presul, ut dignas tue liberalitaii 
gratias nequaquam referre valeamua. Verum ne tuorum in nos 
pOBterosque nostros beneficiorum am ingrati aut immemores esse 
videamur, per has litleras nostras, si quas volumus nan possumus, eas 
lamen, quas valemus, tibi gralias habere decrevimus. Tredecim jam 
pridem codices abs tua piestantia ad noa delati sunt, qui quidem quam 
celebre quamque magnificum donum visi sunt omnibus, non facile 
dixerim. LaudanduB est equidem hujusce hereditaiis auctor alque 
extollendus ' ; ionge tamen tu majorem, religios issime aniistes, et 
laudem ei gloriam es in hac re conseculus. cum lua summa pietate, 
qua ceteros excellis, aique iiberalitaie, qua nemo est tibi conferendus, 
legalum ipsum a variis raptoribus usucaptum, et in alios usus quam 
defuncti mens fuissei adductum, sublili indagine non mediocrique tuo 
sumptu recuperaveris, effecerisque ui ad veros creditorea devolve rentur. 
Gaudemus plane omnes, nee raediocriter letamur, celeberrime presul, 
quod hanc almam tuam et disciplinarum luarum matrem tanto amore 
tantaque benevoleniia prosequaris; ita ut in hac una protegenda 
otnnis salutis tue spes sita esse videatur. Fecisti proculdubio tibi 
solidissima eterniutts monimenia, que non in hominum elatis nostre 
modo sed et eorum, qui post nos fmuri sum, recenti memorie com- 
mendabuntur. Vivesque ad perpeluum tui decus et ornamentum ; 
idque vehenienter cupimus omnes. £t semper valeat tua dominatio, 
presul beneficentisaime. Datum, ^c 



I 3:2. 

I To the King. 

Your defence if this realm from foes without, your repression of 
rebellion within, alike crowned with victory, will mate your name for 
ever illustrious : but though Oxford, in common with other a'lits, owes 
thanks to you for these blessings, ytt is she more deeply indebted to you 
than they, because you hai-e made het welfare your peculiar care, in these 
days of heresy in the church and insubordination in the state. For what 
could more clearly show your confidence in us than thai you entrust to us 
the education of your nephew, the Lord Edward Pole, a youth whose 
virtues are at lofty as his rank? From the first he has exhibited 

' eil»ttenz MS. 
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laltnis suptrior to those of his companions, and ytt withal iutrk is his 
modesty and polHentss that his conduct is admired by all. Nor must 
u/e omit to thank you for sending us likewise the noble master Stanley 
to be his associate while he remains with us. 



la- Crjstianissimo principi Edwardo, &c. Tametsi, princeps illus- 

trissime, mullas res gesseris, que eiemiialem nominis tui mori non 
permiltant, nunquam tamen ex aliqua re gesia, quam quod tuende 
Universitalis Oxoniensis provinciam susceperis, profusius f^udere 
debebis ; quippe cum morluas propemodum disciplinas ex integro 
redemisse videaris. Non equidem nescii sumus, princeps excel- 
lentissime, quantum tibi universa Britannia debeat, cujus hostilia 
jacula intentatamque sepe ruinam propugnasti, eamque cum expensU, 
turn curis alque cogitatione non mediocri defenderis, effecerisque ut 
hostium suorum semper victrix evaderel. Tacemus inteslinas civiles- 
que discordias, que ne unquam regno tuo nocerent sapieniissime 
curasti ; pro his enim omnibus Oxonia tua parem tibi cum ceteris 
civilatibus atque oppidis gratiam debet; sed maximam ingentissi- 
mamque quod regende iltius, insolito regum more, curam admiseris. 
Quantum enim valet tanium tuo jure ab ilia repetere possis; qui his 

Ipestilentissimis perturbatissimisque lemporibus iliius jacture atque 
calamitati occurristi. Quod lamctsi abunde satis expressis argumentis 
cognilum expertutnque habemus, his tamen proximis dicbus luce 
clarius inlelleximus. Non enim nisi a magno lue in nos pietatis 
animo proficisci poiuil, ut dominum Edwardum Poole, nepotcm 
luum, in quo future probitatis argumenla videras, noslris' gimnasiis 
erudiendum curares; cujus sane talis est virtus, eaque disciplina ut 
imperial! sanguini suo sua virtus facile equari possit. Nam cum tuis 
primum Oxoniis se contulisset, iis artibus, quibua etas iliius informala 
est, ceieros, quos studii sui comites habuit, celeriler antecelluit, Eaque 
est in sues ceterosque omnes modestia ac mansuetudine, ut nemo sit, 
qui iliius constaniiam atque probitatem non admiretur pariter et 
FoL 14s e. taudet ; presertim cum ilium quantum nobilitate, lantum ingenii gloria, 
Ian turn denique egregiorum meriiorum magniludine ceteris presiare 
videat'. Aecedit etiam ad luam erga nos pictatcm, quod magislrum 
Stanley, infaniem etiam nobilem atque litterarum studiosum, illi pre- 
nobili nepoti tuo studiomm suorum comitem adjunxeris. Pro quibus 
omnibus celsitudini tue gratias et habemus et agimus, nosque 
nominis tui memoriam, quoad possumus, tacturos pollicemur. 
semper valeat lua majeslas, equissime princeps. 

' ad neilrii MS, ' vidtant ib. 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



485 



Acquittance of Osney Abbey. 

NovFRjKT universi per presentes nos, Leonellum Widevill, Can- 
■ Oellarium Universi talis Osoniensis, Jacobum Babbe, Roberium Lalhis, 
pTOCUralores UniversiUtis aniedicte recepisse et habuisse, die con- 
feciionis preseniium. de Abbale et conveiitu de Osney in coniitatu 
Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos octo denarios sterlingorum bone et 
legalis moneie Anglie, in plenam solucionem cujusdam annue pensionis 
predicte Universilati per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debile : De 
quibus quidem viginti sex solidis octo denariis fatemur nos fore solutos, 
diclosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquielamus per presentes 

Isigillo communi Universitalis signatas. Datum in nosire congrtga- 
Uonis domo, anno Domini milUsimo quadringtntt 
4U mtmis Aprilis vicesimo sexlo. 



ocii^esimo ttrlio. 
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Archiepiscopo Dublituensl. 
Wi cmgraluhle oursttves thai you havt attained so txalted a italion ; 
1, whrnevn wt are in difficulty from the misconduct of worthless 
members of our body, we feel confident that, in appealing to you, we 
shall find one ready to stamp out the first sparks of heretical teaching, 
T\do degenerate sons of this University, Isaac Cusake and Denys 
Tully, are going about your diocese, preaching that Christ ' begged 
from door to door ' and inveighing against the papal censure of that 
false statcTnent. We pray you, therefore, to serve them with our citations 
aulosed herewith. 
I AucTORiTATi tue, presul magnifice, plurimum gratulairur, teque ex 
i.noatro grege in lam prestanlem tamque tnagnificum presulem evasisse 
gaudemus. Quotiens eniiii res noBtre id horiantur, Universitatisque 
nostre gloria in perditiasimis membris jacturam factura videbitur, ad 
tuam prestantiam tutissime fugiendum non dubitamus; nee verebimur 
te in nostra, imo omnium catholicorum, causa rogatum habere, ut 
infideles quasdam jam pridem subortas scimiltulas, priusquam (lammam 
facianl. exiinguas'. Atque, ut paucis expediamus, hec res est: edidit 
Universitas nostra inter ceteros, quos evo nostro florenlissimos habuit 
dominos, — -sic fama est,~-degeneresa!umnos, alteram ordinis Minorum, 
sacre pagine professorcm, qucm Ysaac Cusake, alterum ordinis pre- 
dicatorum, quern Dionysium Tully * appellant ; qui plus nequilie 
qoam sapientie am Rdei spirilu inflati, Christum hostiatim mendicasse, 
idque in lua diocesi, predicant; nee constitucioni extravagant! parcunt, 
' exliguai MS. * or Dully lb. 
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qua Joannes Papa hujusmodi hereiicos censuit atque decrevil. Te 
ergo, presul egregie, apprime rogamus, ut nostras contra eos citadones, 
quas cum presenlibus accipies, ad eos quamprimum dirigas ; ne 
lantum facinus diu inultum transcat, Et valeat tua dominacio. Ex 
domo congregacionis, secundo die mensts Maii. Eodem die s^iUaU sum 
dlaciones contra eoidem, ul eompareant infra Ires menses su6 fieit*. 
degradan'onis. 

314- 
}. To the King'. Richard III. 

From your leller we learn with sorrow thai some one has accused ut 
io your Majesty. We did, however, as you ordered us to do, and ag 
vefuUy examined Ihe persons in question ; with the result thai 
consider Ihe sentence of banishment passed upon Agnes Welden most Just, 
for she is a woman of abandoned character, and eannol be permitkd to 
live here without violation of our statutes. We can prove our statement 
as to the shameful suggestion made to your Majesty, which she denies. 
We are not actuated by any personal feeling in the matter ; and, tf you , 
require it to be dime, we wilt obey your will, and sufftr her to return. 

TuE majesiatis litteras, illustrissime princeps, janipridem accepimoa, 
quarum cum lenorem cognilum perspectumque haberemus, nos tue 
majestati accusaios esse doluimus. Curavimus lamen, — id tue man- 
darunt litiere, — m Ricardus Welden ejusque uxor ac Slephanus Hanyll 
1 examinacionem vocarentur; eorumque causas atque res 
gestas denuo audivimus. Facta equidem super his malura delibera- 
cione, equissime in Agnetis Welden bannicionem processum esse 
aperte cognovimus; quippe cum mulieris illius lania sit ignominia, 
ut non nisi turpiter violalis Universitatis tue slalutis reduci alque 
potuerit. Addimus insuper, quod infandam tue majestad 
suggestioncm, cujus ilia omnem pene partem inficiaiur, oblulerit: 
quod non IJbentius scripturos nos quam probaluros pollicemur, Tuam 
ergo majestatem apprime rogamus, ne nos Universitatis tue statula, 
que multos jam annos sub clarissimorum progenilorum lucrum 
singulari proieecione integerrima manserunt, in liac re violasse tibi 
persuadeas. Nihil sane in ipsius odium, quominus administranda 
itli foret jusCicia, nos aliquando concitavit : quam si tua celsitudo 
reducendam decreverit, nos tuis, et libenter, mandatis parebimus. Et 
diu valeat lua majesCas, equissime princeps. Datum sexlo Idus Julias, 

' To which king this letter is addressed is not easy to dctenniiie. Richard lU 
wti crowned July 6, but it ii not imptobible thai he may have imerfered in the 
-, which is the sobject or this letter, before that eveot. If the lellet was ad- 
diessedto Edward IV, of course it is, ai so many others are, miiplaced in the MS. 



I 



I 




I 



EPI5T0LAE ACJfDEMICAE. 487 

Decision of a question as to the testamentary disposition Fol. 146 fk, 
of the property of Agnes Glovere: and confirmation by 
Congregation In S, Mary's Church of a certain arbi- 
tration relating thereto. 
NovERiNT universi presentes lilteras inspecturi, quod nos, alms 148S 
Universiiaiis Oxoniensis magister, Willelmus Sution ', cominissarius 
generalis, scrutato regis iro, tempore noslro facto el habito, inter 
cetera in eodem contetita comperimus conlineri, quod quedam donatio 
per honesiam mulierem, dum vixit, Luciara Sution, alias Glovere, in 
vico vulgariier 'Callis Sired' nuncupalo commorantem, facta fuJt 
Jolianni Asshenden et Margarele uxori sue et filie ejusdem Lucie ; 
et quoddam arbilrium sive laudum latum et cum pena summe 
quadraginta iibrarum legalis moncle Anglie vallatum, inter dictum 
Johanntm Asshenden ex parte una et venerabilem virum magi strum 
Johannem Perott, in arlibus magistrum, ac socium perpeiuum collegii 
legalis Oxonie predicie, parte ex altera, quorum tenores sequuntur, 
Bub forma que sequitur ; 

Quinto dccimo die mcnsis Julii doctor Stephyn, magister I^ngton, 
Joharmes Bray, Johannes Caswell, Tiionias Hartt testanlur Luciam 
Glovere dixlEse el promisisse in presentia eorumdem, quod Johannes 
Asshenden el ejus uxor succederent cidem Lucie in omnibus bonis 
suifi post ejus mortem; ita quod dicius Johannes Asshenden solveret 
debita ejusdem Lucie, in cujus signum misit eundem Johannem 
coram eisdcm ad persolvendum cerla debita, que eiiam perfecit. 
Item, immediate post, Johannes Bray ei Johannes Caswell testanlur, 
djctam Luciam jurasse, quod in casu a predictis variassel, quod 
diiaret dictum Johannem de bonis dicte Lucie, ad valorem vigind 
fibrarum ; el hoc juravit coram eisdem. 

In Dei nomine, Amen. Anno regni regis EdwardJ quarii post con- 
questum Anglie vicesimo, die mensis Decembris vicesimo lertio, vene- 
rabiles viri, magister Willelmus Sution el magister Johannes Taylour, 
sacre iheologie profossores, arbilralores et amicabiles composiiores 
indifferenter electi inter Johannem Asshenden parte ex una, et magis- 
trum Johannem Perott, in ariibus magislrum, parte ex altera, in 
quadam causa que inter eosdem veriebatur, super et de jure bonorum 
quondam ad dictam Luciam Glovere de villa Oxoniensi pertinentium, 
lulerunt laudum et arbitramentum suum in hunc modum ; videlicet 
quod dicius Johannes Asshenden haberel el habebit domum el habita- 
tionem, in qua dicta Lucia, cum vixerat, habitavit, sibi et assignatis 
■Ilia darante termino qucm habei dicta Lucia in dicta domo seu 
' Tbe words ue tbut IranipMcd ia the MS. 
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habitacione. Item, quod omnia bona mobilia, e[ etiam jura ad 
eandem Luciam quecumque qualitercunque et ubicunque in sua vita 
vel post ejus mortem pertinentia vel pertinere debentia, inter eosdem 
Johannem Asshenden et magistrum Johannem Perott dividantur per 
equales portiones. Item, quod dicta bona Lucie estimentur el appre- 
cientur per siationarium Universi talis. Item, omnia onera respectu 
corumdem bonorum vel persone ejusdem Lucie incumbentia susti- 
neantur equaliter ab eisdem. Item, ut disponant pro anima ejusdem 
Lucie juxta conscientiam suam, cum consilio et avisamento arbitra- 
torum et amicabilium composilorum predictoruni. Item, specialiter 
provisum est per eosdem arbitralores seu amicabiles tompositores, 
quod dictus Johannes Asshenden, vel alius per eum deputatus, ad 
ejusdem Lucie, ad 
vel suos assignatos 
1 eodcm obitu seu 
innis fuluris. Item, 
ecclesia Beate Marie 
i tumulantur. Item, 



tndum annuum obitui 
terminum quo dictam domum tenuerit, per s 
obligetur; deponendo de suis sumptibus p 
anniversario ad minus duos solidos singulis 
quod dictus obilus seu anniversarium servetur i 
in Oxonia, ubi corpora dicte Lucie et ejus mai 

quod dictus magister Perott faciei Johanni Asshenden de villa Osonia, 
'glovert,' acquietanciam puram et generalem ab initio mundi usque in 
diem confectionis presentium. Et quod dictus Johannes Asshenden 
faciei magistro Perott aliam consimilem acquietanciam ; salvo in 
omnibus dictis arbitratoribus ct amicabilibus compositoribus jure 
declarandi et interpretandi omnia et singula aubscripta '. 

Acta sunt hec omnia et singula predicta in ecclesia Beate Marie in 
Oxonia,annomensediequesupradictis,partibusaudiemibus,presentibus 
et c on sent lent ibus ; videlicet, doctore Baldeswell dicli Johannis Asshen- 
den procuratore, et magistro Johanne Perott ; presentibus tunc ibidem 
Chrislophero Ralclyff in artibus magislro, domino Willelmo in artibus 
bacallario, Willelmo Parkare, Ricardo Thomlynson, testibus ad pre- 
missa vocatis specialiter et rogatis. In cujus quidem scmtinii testi- 
monium sigillum officii cancellariatus Oxoniensis predictis apponi 
Fol. 146 b. fecimus. Datiim, quoad sigillationem presentium^ lertio die mensis Juttii, 
anno Domini millesimo quadringenlaimo ociogesimo lertio, el regni regis 
Edwardi quinti posi canquedum Anglie primo. Et ad omnia et singula 
premissa bene et fideliter observanda partes suprascripte se astrinxerunt 
per suum promissum, fidem et juramenlum, et sub pena quadraginta 
librarum suprascripta. 

Secundo die raenais Junii declaratum est in domo congregationis, 

quod laudum illud magistri Sutton ex una parte, et magistri Taylour 

ex altera parte, pro divisione bonorum Lucie Glovere nuper vjdue 

' supraxriflal 
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IF' 



in Oxonia, inter magislros Johannem Peroll et Johannem Asshenden, 
esset ad salulem anime ipsius Lucie et ad preservationem bonorum 
ejusdem, el preterea ad pacem et tranquillitalem Universilatis ; et 
propierea voluit dicta congregaUo et decrevit, quod in omni robore 
peniianerel et virtute. In cujus rei testimonium predictique laudi con- 
finnationem, dicta congregatio sigillum suum commune presentibus 
appoauit. Datum in congrtgalionis dnmo, Itrtio dtcimo die mensts 
Oclobris, anno regni regis Ricardi post conijuestum Itrcii^ prima. 



315- 

Ad Ricardiim tertium'. 

Wi rejoice that you /lave triumphtd over ymtr enemies, and it is 
natural wt should do so, for the records of our past history show thai 
your affection for us exceeds that of any king before you; and it is 
a memorable event, to be preserved in imperishable annals, thai you in 
person attended our philosophic disputations, and publicly declared your 
intention to be a most staunch supporter and defender of our privileges. 
We are anxious to do what will be agreeable to you, and, in electing the 
bishop of Durham to be our Chancellor, we hope we have made a choice 
tUeeptabU to your Afajesly. 

Christianissiuo principi, &c. Letamur, invicie princeps, tui nominis 
etnulos faciem Cuam timuisi^e, teque hactenus de hoste tenuisse 
iriumphum. Nee ab re quidem, nam si die rum : 
geatas college rim us', aut etiam antiquiasimorum fundatorum n 
quorum patrociniis respublica noatra plurimum aucta est, preclara 
facta memorie mandabimus, inveniemus profecto istonim magnam, 
luam aulem fuiase masimam in nos pietatem. Est enim eterna 
dignum memoria immortaiibusque commendandum litteria, quod tu, 
qui princepa es, cum Oxoniam adventasses, philosophice diaceptalionis 
audiende, inaudito regum exempio, curam haberea ; viveque vocis 
oraculo te acerrimum liberlaium atque privilegiorum nostrorum de- 
fensorem fore diceres. Quantum cnim valet Universiias lua, tanlum 
ab ilia tuo jure repelere diceres. Nos vero, ne luorutn mandatorum 
immemores easemua, curavimus ut, quaro cito fieri licuit, in eleccionem 
novi Cancellarii procederemus ; atque continue reverendum patrem 
episcopum Dunelmensem ad id oSicium clegimus, quod lue majestati 
gratum esse confidimus ; que diu valeat, rex illustrissime. Datum 
anno Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo oelogesimo tcrtio, vicesimo die 
mensis Octobris. 

* Itrcii (applied over the line, but bjr *. coDtemporair hand. ' This title li 

In a later hand in the MS. ' calligtrimus H 
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316. 
To the Bishop of Durham. 

A/^er long deliberation whom we should entrust with the charge^ it 
seems to us that no one is so fit as yourself to he our Chancellor. We 
begy therefore, that you will graciously accept the office, and send to you 
our proctors with authority to administer the oath to you. 

1483- Revkrendo patri, episcopo Dunelmensi, &c. Cogitantibus diu nobis 
cujus auctoritati Universitatem nostram, multos jam dies capite 
orbatam, committendum foret, occurristi tu in primis, dignissime 
presul ; neque enim alium habemus, qui meritorum magnitudine aut 
summa in nos dileccione antecellere videatur. Ad te igitur con- 
fugimus, in quo omnem regende reipublice nostre auctoritatem collo- 
cavimus. Atque ne hujus rei pertesum sit, Universitatis nostre 
procuratores ad te misimus, quibus etiam recipiendi juramenti tui 
auctoritatem plenam commisimus. Rogamus ergo pietatem tuam 
quatenus banc eleccionem tuam comi fronte suscipias, nosque tibi 
deditissimos semper persuadeas. Datum anno Domini millesimo 
quadringentesimo octogesimo tertio, vicesimo die Octobris, 

317. 

FoL 147 a. To the Dean and Chapter of Windsor. 

The chantry of your college having become vacant by the resignation of 
master Robert Elyot, we nominate and present to you our dear brother, 
master Robert Pevcsey, and beg that you will admit him to the office and 
canonic ally institute him. 

1483. Venerabilibus Decano et capilulo collegii domini regis infra castrum 

de Wyndesore Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis, universusque 
regenlium in eadem cetus magistrorum, reverencias debitas et honores. 
Ad cantariam perpetuam vestre jurisdictionis, in collegio vestro de 
magnificencia Christianissimi principis Edwardi quarti, nuper regis 
Anglie et Francie, nuperrime fundatam, et ad nostram nominacionem 
et presentacionem ex donacione ejusdem plene spectantem, et nunc ex 
juris presentatorii [vigore] ^ cessione magistri Roberti Elyot, ad nos 
devolutam, dilectum nobis in Christo magistrum Robertum Pevesey, 
in artibus magistrum, nominamus et prescntamus ; supplicantes qua- 
tenus dictum magistrum, Robertum Pevesey, ad predictam cantariam 
admittere, ipsumque canonice in eadem capellanum instituere, cetera- 
que peragere, que vestre in hac parte incumbunt jurisdictioni, 

' vigore omitted in MS., bat see epist. 333, p. 506. 
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jdi^emiiii imuitu ciiritalis. Datum \ 
tno Domini milUsimo guadrittgatiesn 
\tltiuis Octohris. 



tiosire congrrgalionis domo, 
I tntio, ultimo die 



To the Bishop of Lincoln— Lord Chancellor '. 
A/ltr long deliberation and delate concerning the confirmation of our 
•gei, we have come io the conclusion that nothing should be done 
^ort having your advice; for we Ihink that both your natural acumen 
and great experience will secure us against any mistake. 1/ there/ore 
you will signify to the bearer of this letter what course you advise, we 
shall execute your instrue lions as soon aspossiile. Tliis alone will calm 

PosTBAQitAM, pater egregie. multa nobiscum cogilassemus, deque 

confirm a.ndis privilegii's nostris diu disceptassemus, multa tandem 

sentenciarum varieiate affecti Bumus, effeclumque est ut hec una 

forct omnium seniencia; nihil discemendum fore, nisi prius tuam 

dominationem, in qua omnem spem noslram coUocamus, consullam 

faceretnus. Errore quidem vacare putamus, quod a luo turn natural! 

turn eicperto cruditoque ingenio proficisci coniingeret. Rogamus ergo 

L patcmitaiem luam, doclis&ime presul, ne inconsullis meniibus nostris 

[ tua desit pmdentia. £a una est de qua omnes plurimum confisi ; 

illi adherendum decreverunt. Si tua ergo dominatio,— quod 

jeramus, — dignabituf preseniium tabellario quid in hac re nobis 

■fecicndum sit significare, curabimus ut, tue prudencie morem gerentes, 

I quaroprimum prosequamur. Hoc unum eril, quod perturbatas 

B'«uhonim mentes, quibus res piiblica cure est, quieli dare potest. 

I'Ut ergo id facias iterum atque iierum rogamus, presul doctissime, 

~,t diu valeat tua dominatio. Datum Idibus Februarii. 



319- 

To the Bishop of Lincoln *. 

Our tternal gratitude is due tu you for your consent to give us your 
advice ; and, indeed, sui h are the evil days in which we live, that our 
ptaet is ever being interrupted, so thai had not you, whose authority is 
etU but supreme, sprung from among us, the University must have been 
disgraced and ruirud. We know the cares of stale fully occupy your 

' No addreis, bat evidently to the Biihop of LiDcoln ; cf. epp. 390, 393. 
* No addreu, subscription, or date, but, u in the cue prcMding, apporentiy to the 
Bitbop of Lincoln. 
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mind, we will therefore not trespass loo far on your lime, for the su6jet/ 
is one which cannot he treated in few words, but beg that you mill give to 
our messenger so muck of your lime as you can steal from your leisure. 

Immortales tibi gracias, pater, debemus, qui inexpcriis sentenciia 
nostris ncin passus es tuam in confirmandis privilegiis iiostris deesse' 
prudentiam. No^ sane ea li^mpestaie illaque temporis malicia nali 
sumus, ut mediam quielem nosiram nove semper anguslie occupenL 
Quod si te, cujus penc par est cum Domino auctorilas, res publica 
nostra non pariuriisset, his quotidianis soiitoque frequencioribus 
emulorum insultibus tabefacta squalesceret. Sed ne tuam domina- 
cionem,— cujus he sum cure, illaque cum popularia turn regia negoda 
ut merilo doctissimi atque expertiasimi hominis ingenium inciient, — 
nimia verborum satieiate expleamus,— rei quippe ea est nalura ut pauda 
expediri non possit,- — presentium labellarium mentis nostre conscium 
ad (e transmisiiaus. Huic ergo si, quod speramus, recreacJonis ttie 
furia accomodabis, nihil nobis impresentiarum gracius accidere polerit; 
ulque id facere digneris dominacionem tuam vehementer rogamus. 
Et semper vale, presul egregie. 

320. 
I. To the Bishop of Lincobi. 

sufficiently thank you far 



our privileges. 



r proi-iding for the safely of 
uing your ' subpoena.' iVe have not had time 
search our privileges, but we find that 'freehold' is 
excepted. Many additions have, however, from time lo time been made 
to them; we should be glad, therefore, to have a longer lime allowed us 
for search. To your letter received before we have not replied, because 
the accusations we perceived to have been made against us came upon us 
as a surprise ; we therefore postponed our answer until we should have 
ascertained whether the alleged facts were true or not. 

Episcopo Lincolniensi, pridie Kalendas Julias, anno Domini millesimo 
quadringentesimo octogesimo quarto. 

Perennes immortalesque gratias tue dominationi habemus, quod 
anCea integritati privilegiorura nostrorum, ne unquam violata forent, 
provideris quam scriptimi illud sub pena ad Universitatem dirigi 
decreveris. Nos vero, non ut voluimus sed ut tempus tutit, quedam 
privilegiorum nostrorum perlegimus; in higque auditionem tiberi 
tenement! a nobis exceptam vidimus. Sed quoniam multi regum 
concessis nobis privilegiis alia majora superaddiderint, nee ea omnia 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 493 

k I nobis adhuc perlecta sum, dotninationem tuam rogamus ut longiorem 

scrutinii diem nobis imparcias. Curabtmus, quamprimum dabitur 
facullas, plenum rei hujus responsum tue dominalioni perferri. Quod 
autem perlatis ad nos pridem litteris nihil haclenus responsum est. id 
cause fuit. Inspectis litteris ita infestos reipublice nostre emutos nos 
tue domination) accusasse conjectura accepimus. Nos idcirco, quoniam 
de hujusmodi insidiis ex illis litteris primum audivimus, nee hujusmodi 
per nostros fuisse factum nee omnino infectum sine majori rei ex- 
perientia rescribere poluimus. Rem ergo, propter majorem investi- 
gande reseribendeque veritatis certiludinem, distulimus, nostrosque 
a culpa vacare comperimus, quoad privilegiorum nostrorutn con- 
tirmaciotiem. Hanc iibenter cupimus sed adhuc facultaies id agendi 
non suppeditanl. Diu valeas, egregie presul. 

321. 
To the laog. 

Many considerations move us to commend to your mercy the Lord 
Bishop of Ely. He has become one of Ike most distinguished sons of our 
University, and in all matters involving our interests has ever been our 
staunch defender and ready helper. Vet. of course, in pleading these 
merits we subordinate them to your Majesty's own safety and honour, 
feeling our obligations to you to be deeper than to any of your royal 
predecessors. Hi have waited until we should be able to make a prob- 
able estimate of the bishop's future conduct, and now, being convinced 
thai his fault has been due to natural error rather than to wilful 
intention, and that he has ever since sought pardon for his offence, we no 
longer withhold from him that yearning a mother feels for her son in his 
distress, you will not impute this to our charge as a fault, for, if we 
admire good qualities even in our enemies, surely you will pardon us, 
your lo}al University, if we cling la those most dear to us. HV entreat 
for him, then, your mercy I He has already been punished — lightly we 
con/ess in proportion to the offence — and in extending to him your 
pardon, you will not only make a gracious concession to us and fhe 
Church at large, but at the same lime consult your own reputation and 
interest. The Roman poets and historians tell us iow that proud nation 
boasted of their mercy to a fallen foe, and you can boast of the same 
triumph by taking to your favour again this your erring fellow-man. 
We fear to dwell loo much on Ihese points, as also on the singular good 
qualities he possesses, lest our suit should seem to extort by argument that 
which we desire to owe wholly to your clemency. It is because we feel it to be 
our duty, and not because we doubt your mercy, thai we make this appeal. 
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CiiRiSTiANissmo regi ac principi, Ricardo, Dei gratia regi Anglic, &c. 

Nonnulla sunt, Christian is sime princeps, que nos vehementer hortaii 
debeant ut reverendum in Christo palrem, dominum Eliensem epis- 
copum, tue demencie magnopere com mend emus, Primum quod hie 
unus ex primoribus ac precipuis Universitatis nostre Gliis jamjun 
evasit; denique in rebus nostris, si quid forte nostra interesset, 
singularem se nobis patronum atque paralissimum se nobis semper 
prebuit. Hec auiem, tametsi magni apud gratoa homines pondem 
ac momenii esse debeant, nunquam tamen persuadere nos poterant 
ad orandam pro eo veniam, nisi quatenus habenda semper essel ratio 
dignitatis atque salutis tue, quippe cui ob magnitudinem merilonim 
in nos tuorum tantum debemus, quantum certe nulh superiorum 
regum unquam debuimus. Itaque, quoad dubiiatum a nobis eral, 
quo ille animo in tuam prestaiitiam futurus esset, quidve faulurua, fas 
esse non putavimus ut ilUus curantes salulem tuam in discrimen 
adduce temus. Nunc autem quandoquidem compertum habemus 
ilium humano quodam errote non pertinacia lapsum, erraii veniam 
semper quesisse, commota sunt tandem viscera matris nostre; que, 
veluti Rachael plorans filios sues, miserandam tam clarissimi filii 
calamitaiem mesia deplorat. Nee propterea meriio reprehendenda, 
si enim in hoste pietas erga suos laudanda sit, mullo magis in Uni- 
versitate nostra tue majestatis observantissima, que omnium virtulum 
Studia profitetur, pieias in suos laudari debet. Hec cum ita sint, 
nequaquam ultra differendum rati, suppHces ad tuam clemenciaia 
confugimus, orantes atque obsecranies ut, quoniam nonnuUas, quan- 
quam commemoralis obfensionibus leviusculas, majestaii tue jam 
penas dederit, con versus liominem respicias, tueque do no gratie 
cleraenter imparcias ; in quo non modo illi et nobis omnibus et toti 
ecclesie gratissimum feceris, sed eiiam ingenlem tibi et laudem et 
fructum. uii speramus, comparabis. Quis enim, audita tanli patris 
reconciliacione, tantam tamque divinam clemenciam summis ad celum 
laudibus non efFerai, Iljud namque Virgilianum gloriabantur Roman! 
in suis laudibus dici, ^ panere subjcctis et dehellare mperbot.' Hanc 
quoque laudem teste Sallustio Roman! vindicabant, quod ad igno- 
scendas quam ad ulcisccndas injurias propensiores erant. Si hanc 
prccipuam laudem atque gloriam assequi voiueris, facile quidem 
assequeris si homincm complecti voles. Romanes ipsos hoc tuo 
egregio facto vinces atque sujjerabis. Quantum preterea consequi 
fructum ex ea re possis, tametsi nos ipsi satis imdligere videmus, 
commemoralis presertim esimiis ipsius virtutibus, nos tamen maluimus 
id totum tacitis tuis cogitacionibus considerandum relinquere, quam 
nimium longa eaque invidiosa oracione prosequi, ne forte pularemur. 
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dum iaudcs viri persequiraur, vi pocius veniam exiorquere velle quam 
suppliciter orare ; aut in magnitudine virluium ejus magis quam tue 
clemencie conltdere ; aut denique ad luam pocius inscitiam quam 
misericord iam confugere, Quocirca de nobis sic habeto, stvenuissirae 
princeps, quidquid hactenus in causa episcopi dusimus suadendum, 
Diagis officii nostri causa quam clemencie tue diffidencia Tecisse. 
Itaque, omissis omnibus, que vel ad attenuandam culpam vel augendam 
virlutem allegari possent, omnem spem nostram in lua misericordia 
collocavimus; pollicentet^, si cetera nobis defuerinl, memoriam saltern 
lanli nobis coUati beneficii nunquam apud nos obliieraium iri. Diu 
feliciterque valeat tua prestans regia majestas, Christianissinie rex et 
princeps strenuissime, omnium nostrum unica salus atque perfugium. 
Datum Ox<mie in eccksia S. Marie Virginis, quarto Kaiendas 
StxliUs. 



Note as to the guild of barbers in Oxford. 
Skptuio decimo die mensis Novembris sigillate sunt littere c 
I'Cenienles fraternitatem barbitonsorum, 

322. 
To the King. 



\ 

^^^ The victory you have obtained over your enemies by your energy and 
skill, and Ike wise counsels, by which we doubt not you will secure hoth 
peace and honour for your subjects, give us more pleasure thanyou could 
believe. Everything seemed to be slaked on the issue. We should have 
beheld our property plundered and children slaughtered by an alien /be, 
but for your wonderful ability. It is for no selfish aim you live but the 
safety of your country, and that you are endowed with such virtues we 
wonder not, since you empl^ them to such noble ends. Such is the 
victory they ever win, whose first care is Goifs service I We shall give 
dm acknowledgement for all we owe you in the speech we understand you 
expect so much. 

Chbistcanissimo principi Ricardo. &c. Incredibiii, rex insignissime, 
volupiate adicimur te Iriumphatis hostibus, quos industria divinoque 
ingenio luo fregisti, tama interea prudentia eoque consllio valuisse, 
qua libi, quod firmiier speramus, pacem el gloriam comparaveris, 
Bubditisque tui regni incolis hosiium pavorem providentissime eic- 
hauseris. Tantum enim tibi debeni quantum eorum fortune omnes 
valere videntur, quas vi ereptas idque ab alienigenis, ut fama est, 
occulis conspexissent. Taceo quod liberos suos in ore glidii cecidisse 
vidissent, si non singularis incredibilisque prudentia tua his rebus 
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ailulisset remediuin. Non enim le plus Ubi quam palrie, quam 
incolumem servasti, natum credimus. Neque enim miramur, si Deus 
ipse tantis te donavit virtuiibus, cum te bonis heroicisque operibus 
incumbere audiamus. Talis enim solet esse eorum victoria, qui 
Deum ceteris curis preponunt. Nos vero, quos conccssis a pro- 
geniioribus tuis privilegiis etiam sine precio denuo donasti, quantum 
tibi debemus ilia sane oralione, in qua le plurimum spei collocasse 
audimus, te non fraudabimus. Dtu valeas. 

323- 

EplBcopo Llncolnlensl '. 

Vaur reply, brought to us by our commissary, was mosi welcome. Ht 
ielh us, and uie rtadily credit I'l, kmc great is your care for us, proved 
as it is ly our past txperience, and confirmed by the singular wisdom and 
affeclion for us manifested in your support of our privileges, your 
petition was wisely deferred, and your good offices have invested us again 
in our lost privileges, and restored to us the power of future usefulness. 

Gratissima nobis fuerunt ilia lua de libertatibus nostris responsa, 
que noster, imo tuus, commissarius jam pridem attulit. Qui, ut ait et 
credimus, iia in omnibus rempublicam nostram cure habes, ut omne 
siudiom, officium, diligentiam tuam in illius amplitudinem conferaa. 
Id enim, eisi his superioribus dicbus saiis probatiim non habuissemus, 
hac lamen singulari cura tua roborandanim libertalum nostrarum el 
summam prudentiam et ingentem in nos pietatem ostendisti : pni< 
dentiam, quod in tempore peticionem tuam distulisii, quo le majorem 
in peiendis gratiam consecuturum arbitrabare ; pietatem vero, quod 
tue memor parentis cum auctoritate, qua plurimum vales, turn consilio, 
quo paucis concedis, illam, antea abjectam atque spretam perditis 
indumentis instauraveris, et ad regenerandos prudentie Glios fecundam 
effeceris. Nos vero, pro his ita dignitatem tuam observamus et 
colimus, ut ne quldem facile esse valeant propensiora tua in nos 
merita quam sit vis amoris erga le nosiri. Vale. Octavo Idus Feb? 

324- 
F<d.i48b. Domino Regl'. 

Four letter was received with due respect; and we are glad to find 
the service of Master Edwards is acceptable. We have excused his 
residence as regent, and hope his well-earned degree will be appreciated. 

> Title OD the nuugin of the MS. * The date ii od the mirgiii. * The 

title and the Utter portion of the date it od tbe nuigin- 
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t k Christianissimo principi Ricardo, &c. Litteras tuas, escelse prin- i48+- 
ceps, cum omni reverentia, sic enim decuit, jam nuper accepimus. 
Ex his enim dilecli confratris nostri, magisiri Stephani Edwards, obse- 
quia lue majesiati placere didicimus. Nos idctrco ilium a regcnlia 
sua hoc pacto absolvimus, ut tue majestali liberum officium prestare 
valeat ; apprime roganles ui gradus sui, quem nostra sententia dignus 
aitigit, ralio semper haberi possit. Et diu vale. Datum stxlo decimo 
die Marcii, anno Domini millesima quadritigenlestme octogesimo quarto. 

Acquittance of Eynsham and Oseaey Abbeys. 

QuiNTO decimo die mensis Aprilis sigillate sunt acquietancie pro 14S4. 
Abbatibus de Ensham eC Osney, pro pensionibus suis Universitati 
debitis. 



^ 325- 

Episcopo Exoniensl '. 

Wt rejoin /hat you have come safdy through great and bitter troubU ; 
ie be, at we hope, of great service in the world. Vou are now so 
circumstanced that you can prove by your actions that your disposition 
inclines, no less than your fortune enables, you to be our protector : and 
this we beg that you will do by defending us in any suits by which we 
may be unjustly assailed. Nothing can shed more glory upon your name, 
already illustrious in our annals by the good deeds of your ancestors. 

Rn-ERENDO in Christo patri, &c. Gaudemus, egregie presul, le 
a durissimis acerb is simisque tempesiatibus, ut mullis prosis, — sic enim 
fuiurum speramus fore — conservatum. Ilaque res tue eo loco, quod 
semper optamus, site sunt, ut quanta semper fiierit erga nos vis 
amoris lui, nunc quidem apenissimis argumentis significare posses. 
Neque enim natura ut velis, aul fortuna ut possis tibi deesse visa est. 
Obsecramua igitur ut rempublicam nostram, que quantum poluit 
semper tibi debuit, capessas, causasque nostras, si quas innocentibus 
nobis impendere videbis, suscipias, susceptasque proiegas. Quid 
enim, per immortales, ceteris ornamentis nominis tui gloriosius addi 
polerit, quam quod de litteratis sludiosisquc hominibus benemetitus 
esse videaris ? Nihil enim in rempublicam nostram efficere poteris, 
quod non in tuum aliquem Tructum redundare videatur. Non enim 
nos progenilorura tuorimi ccpit oblivio, quorum preclare res gestC| 
idque in rempublicam nostram, sempiterna vivunt memoria. Habes 

' Tbii title again ii on the margin, uid Felro C/mrlniy ii added in lile huid. 
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unde vehemenler gaudere possis, quod non majorem tibi progenitores J 
tui lucem addideruni, quam tu nepotibus mis similiter promerenda 1 
relinquere poteris. Fac ergo ut concessam tibi et prope oblatam I 
nominis immortalitatem non perdas. £t vale. Datum quarto KaUndMm 
Deambris. 

326. 
Comiti Oxoniensi '. 
During your long exile, in the many changes of this life and tht\ 
crutlfy of fortune, your unswerving loyally and nolile character haoe^ 
caused you to he regretted by the people as few have ieeti ; so that u 
venture lo say that, though none dared to praise, yet none ceased to /mcI 
you. So marvellous have been your many escapes from snares and perilt^ 
thai we must attribute them la a special interference of providence, whick \ 
has brought you back to your country not only in safety but in ho 
be the chief buttress of the Ihrone and the defender of all the realm. I 
Receive the congralulalions of the University of Oxford, commending h 
fortunes to your favour, and venturing to hope her name may be soma 1 
title to your patronage. 

i Oxoniensi, &c. Cum pro 4 



Chbistian'issimo domino Johanni, 1 



iniquitaie, multos jam annos abfueris, J 

amen prorsus memoria tenemus, 1 

I in ob inconcussam rci militaris (idem, j 

ingenuilatem, suus poputus afficeretur. | 

limo dixerimus cumulo profecio luanim* 

quarum lam efficax tamque sempitemum 1 

nemo laudare auderet. 



temporis varietale, vel poti 
clarissime domine, neminem 
quam tui raajori desiderio, < 
turn ob ceterarum 
Idque conBuIlo et vero ; 
nisi, vel pocius provocati 

nemo tamen non amare potuisset. Nee ab re quidem : fieri enim , 
hominura consilio baud posse putamus, ut tot insidiis totque periculis 
frustratis in hunc usque diem superesses, quin pocius Deo tribuamus; 
qui non modo te in [erram natalera reduxit incolumem ; sed ita 
reduxit, ut et bujus preclari luminis regis nostri singukre fulcimentum, , 
el tocius reipublice patronus effecLus sis. Itaque hoc loco redeunli j 
tibi congraiulamur, remque Universiiatis nostre singular! fide nee 
inferiori spe commendamus; que profecio, si loqui posset, nominis 
sui germanitaie confisa abs te profecio confidenter luicionem peleret, 
seque in tuas manus secura de]>oneret. Nos tamen impresenlianim 
luam pro ilia defensionem poslulanles exaudi rogamus. Vale. 



' Title in latei hand 0; 
dale, bat. Iram the mntlei 
ofBtnworlh. ' rilerat 



It foltowiDg letlcrt have no 
B day sboitly after tbc battle 
to be nmilled. 
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Domino Stanlay. Fol. 149 

Everything is niw to us, and though we hope the present order may 
prove firmly established. H is but in its infancy. The occasion seems to 
us, there/ore, proper for a prudent regard to our private interests, which 
depend wholly on the good-will of the King and of those most inclined 
to befriend us. For hii renmvn it is enough that he eguals his uncle in 
piety and his grandfather in military prowess ; and, while we admire 
these his great qualities, we pray with clasped hands that he may surpass 
them in clemency, benevolence and greatness of mind. We had with us 
your brother, not indeed another Aristotle or Augustine, but endowed with 
great virtues and a staunch defender of the faith ; and now we have 
your son, your very image, and whose noble disposition secures our 
affection and gives promise of a prosperous career. These our sentiments 
I him and yourself we earnestly beg you to lay open to the 
^^ing, and assure him of our devoted service; but, as regards our love for 
if family, it is superfluous to say more. 

NoviTAS jam omnium reram et hujus status desiderate reipublice 1455, 
lenera infancia, sed, ut speramus, firmisstme ad longa Tuiura secula 
facile duraiura, occasioni nobis Tuil peculiari comtnoditati nostre 
prudenler consulere. Privata enim hujus gimnasii salus et pendet ex 
bonitate principis, queiri singularis esse virtutis omnis fama facil, 
aique etiam illorum, qui sunt illi clemenlisBimJ. Ad illius quidem 
immortali talis gloriam satis erit, quod patruum suum Henricum 
sextum el avum suum Henricum quinlum, ilium religione, hunc 
armis et milicia adequet. Sed lamen nihil est quod junciis manibus 
ardencius rogamus, quam quod in primis princeps nosier serenissimus, 
cujus virluiibus et foriunis non solum gratulamur sed el easdem 
admiramur, progeiiitores suos omnes clemencia, pielate, beneficencia 
et animi magnitudine vincai et plurimum superei, Ob eani rem 
credidimus unanimiler nostrum esse liunc Universilads nosire con- 
sensum et* amorem ardenlissimum non solum illi sed et tibi, qui 
nobis videris inter hujus regni proceres unus quam conjunclissimus, 
palam facere alque conscribere. Habuisli enim nobiscum fratrem, 
virom profecto mullarum virtutum. Profitemur enim ilium, non 
fuiase in philosophia Arisiotelem nee in resolvendia sacrarum lilieranim 
archanis allerum Augusiinum. et tamen adversus Christiane religionis 
I Invasores, turn animi consiancia turn fidei integritate, non mediocre 
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aut vulgare propugnaculum, Habes el nunc nobiscum filium, tue , 
froniis expressam imaginem pre se ferentem ; cujus ingeDuilatem ita 
diligimus et vehementer amamus, ut facile speremus in eo siipcriora 
fortune beneficia jure locanda esse. Hec quoniam finnissima argu- 
menta sunt veleris amoris tui, non veremur impresentiarum probi- 
tatem tnam et hortari et rogare, ut hunc nostrum amorem prindpi 
nostro serenissimo planissime aperias ', demonstresque iiti, id quod 
verissimum est, screnitati sue dos futuros dediiissimos. Sanguinem 
certe tuuni usque adeo amamus, ut vanum credamos ad superiora 
amoris nostri argumenta uUa superaddere testimonia. Et igitur, 
prudentissime domine, prudenier semper vale. 

328. 
To the King: Henry VII. 

If there be any who should in a special degree celebrate your praisa ' 
al Ihis lime of universal joy, surely thai pari is ours, doth because your 1 
Joes were ours also, and the foes loo of letters ; and became, whiU 
your victory was won over an enemy greatly superior in numbers, yon 
used it with admirable clemency and moderation, punishing only a few 
of the guilty and sparing all besides. In this, superior to Hannibal, 
whose victories were his ruin, you have overcome pride and anger, tht 
companions of victory, harder to vanquish than victory itself, and 1 
whose defeat foriutte gives no aid. A peace, then, so obtained is peculiar^ 
ours, for moral virtues are our special study, and we should indeed bt 
thankless if we expressed no Joy. May we hope you will condescend i 
support and protect our Universily, the more because your own learning 
distinguishes you above other princes, and the patronage of our studies 
will crown your military fame ; as the granting of liberty to Athent 1 
in Alexander the noblest action of a glorious life. 

Si qui sint ex omni Britannia — sicuti sunt — serenissime princeps, 
qui rerum gestarum tuarum felicitati gralulari, laudcsque luas celebrare 
in hac omnium communi leiitia precipue debeant, nos profeelo, ni 
fallimur, ii sumus ; nee injuria, turn quod in hac tua tarn celebri 
victoria nos quoque nostros hostes, imo litterarum omnium adver- 
sarios, preclare vicimus ; turn quod iis artibus partam victoriam es 
moderalus, equitate, modestia, magna nimitate, prudentia ; quas hec 
nostra achademia veluti suas peculiari quodam jure vindicat. Nam, 
quod ad bellum allinet, nunquam post hominum memoriam neque 
majori animi magnitudine nequc majori prudencia bellatum est, quippe 
tanta celerilate tamque parva manu fusis infinilis hostium copiis, 

' afferias MS. 
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Quod autem ad victoriam moderandam attinet, usus es, quod alias 

nunquam fere factitatum est, summa quidem et equilale et clemencia. 

Posteaquam enim in malemerilos, dictu paucissimos, equissime 

vindicatum est, cetero3 omnes incredibili misericordia conservasli 

incolumes : qua quidem re non tarn hosies quam ipsam victoriam, 

quod est omnium gloriosissimum, vicisse nostra senlencia visus es. 

Vicit quidem hostes Haniball, sed victus est victoria ; non enim 

cohibere poterat iracundiam alque superbiam, victorie comites ; 

a quibus tamen turpius erat vinci quam ab hostibus. Has tu singu- 

lari dementia, equitate, modestia, mansuetudine superasti. O gloriosam 

hostium victoriam, felicius victam quam victricem I vincere quidem 

hosies plerumque felicitatis est, vincere victoriam omnino virtutis est: 

iilud multorum est, hoc paucorum. Quocirca, cum hec tua tam 

salutaris victoria et precipuam nobis peperit paeem, et iis virtutum 

parta sit adjumentis, in quibus omnium moralium disciplinarum studia 

versentur, non poluimus gloriam rerum a te preclarissime gestarura 

Bilencio preterire ; nc vel tanlo beneficio indigni vel tatitis virtutibua 

ingrati videremur. Reliquum est ut nos, lam eximiarum virtutum 

tuarum fiducia freti, tuam amplitudinem regiamque majestatem sup- 

plices oremus atque obseeremuB, nc graveris hanc tuam amplissimam 

Universitatem, optimarum disciplinarum virtutumque singulare domi- 

cilium, sustinere ac tueri. Quod tanto libencius facere debebis, 

quanio majori ipse preter ccteros hujus etatis principes doctrina 

poUes atque preluces, Nee dubitamua ex ea re maximum tibi glorie 

cumulum ad luas bcllicas laudes accessurum: quod quidem Alexandro Fol. 149 b> 

magno, ut qui Alhenas, litteratissimam Universitatem, libertate dona- 

verit, merito conligil. Perge igitur, invictisaime princeps, ut cepisti, 

et quibus artibus imperium nostramque salutem comparaveris, iisdem 

conserves, augeas atque propages. Quod ad nos atUnet, curabimus ut 

tuo presidio digni semper esistimemur, et vale. 

SiglUatio acquietanclamm. 

VicEsiMO secundo die Aprilis sigillate sunt acquietancie Abbati et 
conventui de Osney, pro viginli sex solidis et octo denariis. 

Item, eodem die sigillate sunt acquietancie Abbati et conventui de 
Ensham, pro tribus libris octo solidis. 




I Acknowledgement of the receipt of money by the 

^^H guardians of the Chicheley Chest. 

^^^1 Hec indcntura, facta anno Domini miliesimo quadnngentesimo 148O1 1 
^^^^ OctogeEimo sexto, undevicesimo die mensis Junii, testatur quod nos, 

^ I 
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magistri Willelmus Hadiey, Johannes Edmundis, et Thomas Knyglh, I 
deputali per Universitaiem Oxoniensem ad custodiam ciste de ] 
Chicheley, recepimus bona Univcrsitatis dicie cisle peitinencia ad I 
sumniam subscriplatn se exlendencia: In primis, in pecimiis 
caulionibus sufficienlibus de clara sorle ciste, centum decern libras 1 
quinque solidoS octo denarios. Item, recepimus indeniuram Thome I 
slalionarii, factam inler cusiodes nos precedenles et ipsum stalioD- I 
arium, cujus summa se extendit ad viginli quinque libras quatuordccii 
solidos ; quam ipse lenetur predicte cisle resliluere. Summa tota J 
centum triginta quinque libre undeviginti solidi octo denarii. 



329- 
To the Dean and Chapter of Windsor. 

Fresenlalion of masUr T. Haines to the vacant Chantry of Windsor^X 

vice R. Pevesty resigned. 

Vrnerabilibl's Decano et Capiiulo collegii domini regis infra 
castrum de Wyndesore Cancellarius Universttaiis Oxoniensis univer- 
susque regenlium in eadem cetus magistrorum reverentias debitas et 
honores. Ad cantariam perpetuam veslre jurisdiclionis in coltegio 
vestro, de magnificentia Christianissimi principis Edward! quarti, nuper 
regis Anglie et Francie, nuperrime Tundalam, et ad nostram nomina- 
tionem et presentation em ex donalione ejusdem plene spectantem, et 
nunc ex juris presentatorii [vigore] ', cessione magistri Roberti Pevesey, 
ad nos devolutam. dilectum nobis in Chrisio magistrum Thomam 
Raines, in arlibus magistrum, nominamus et presentamus; suppli- 
cantes quatenus dictum magistrum, Thomam Raines, ad predictam 
cantariam admittere, ipsumque canonicc in eadem capeilanum insd- 
luere, ceteraque peragere, que veslre in hac parte incumbunt juris- 
dictioni, dignemini intuitu caritatis. Dalum in nosire congrtgationij 
dome sub sigilio nostra commMni, anno Domini millesimo fuadringert- 
tesimo oclogesimii^ sexto, die mensis Oclobris vicesimo primo. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovEBiNT universi per preserles nos, Johannem Russel, Univcrsitatis 
Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Edmundum ffroceter, Roberlum Arderne, 
ejusdem procuratores recepisse et habuisse, die confeccionis presentium, 
de Abbate et conventu de Ensham in comitatu Oxoniensi sedecim solidos 
slerlingorum bone et legalis monele Anglie, in partem solucionis 

' vigore onjilted in MS., bnl tee cpiMic 33a. p. so*. ' nlHagtiime MS. 
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cujusdam annuo pensionis predicte Universiiaii per prefatum Abbaiem 
et conventum debite : De quibua quiciem fatemur nos fore solutos, 
diclosque Abbaiem et conventum inde acquieiamus per prescntes sigillo 
nosiro communi signaias. Datum in noslre congregaiionh domo^ anno 
rtgtti regis Henrici seplimi post conguesliim Sfcundo, vicesimo septimo 
die meitsis Novembris. 



330'. 

To the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Vour services have been and still continue so great, that there i 



one of our sons /or whose hialth we art so solieilous as for yours ; and 
to speak of even the smallest kindness you have done would require 
It letter 0/ wearisome length. We should have written to you earlier, 
but it occurred to us that, were it known we had written, our having 
done so might be misconstrued, as though we had accused or defended 
the man whom we have presented to you charged with high treason. We 
postponed our letter therefore, to a more propitious occasion ; and now, 
to be brief, the purpose of it is to askyour assistance in the case of one of 
our bedels, who has beat served with a sub-pana. To obey this summons 
would be a violation of our privilege , and ■with one voice we agreed that 
it would he belter to die than suffer the University to be disgraced or 
injured, which we trust can be averted by your interference. 

Reverendissimu in Christo palri ac domino, domino Johanni, divina 
providencia Caniuariensi archiepiscopo, totius Anglie primati Cancel- 
larioque dignissimo Cancellarius Univeraitalis Oxoniensis, universusque 
regenlium in eadem celus sese cum omni rcverenlia commissos faciunt. 
Quoliens in nobis memorie commendamus, reverendissime paler, 
quanta semper aniehac tua in nos atque in noslram rempublicam 
merita exliterunC, quantaque jam sint — quod jam pridem neque obscuris 
certe argumentis compermm habuimus^longe majori et gaudio et 
tue valetudinis cupiditate aflicimur, quam unquam alterius cujusquam 
nostre Universitatis alumni, quem hec nostra etas dedcrit, cupiditate 
afficiebamur: neque injuria, quonJam neque eum ex nostris alumnis, 

' Al beginning of this letter the dale occurs as follows, die mensis Fibraarii 
K. A. lexlB, anno Domini, Sic. What tbe lai^e capital Irtteis K. A. nieui does 
Dot appear, but very probably they belong to the previous Bcqaitlance, and are the 
initials of Robert Aidcnie, Proctor; and ihe Utter following, being very close to 
the acqnittunce, has been so ivritten as to take tbem into the lirsC line. Again, on 
the margin in a contemporary band it written Mr. A., and under the two GBpltal 
letters ii written the address of tbe epiitle, Resertndisiime, Jcc Mr. A. again is 
probably Mr. Aldcrne. 
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Fol. 150 a. de quo tarn ^ 




jure quodam possemus, in hoc nostro seculo 
Si nos omnia in medium afferremus, quonim 
vocabulo in rebus tam arduis uti liceat, tete «ingularis- 
simum noslre reipubiice deft-nsorem arguere posset, prius luam domi- 
nationem ledio afficeremus, quam dicendi finem faceremus. Scrip- 
sissemus [itteras tue paternitali paulo ante hos dies, si id, quod 
conjecture habuimus, nihil irnpedimenti dedisset. Cogitavimus apud 
nos, missis litleris nostris eam apud aliquos cogitationem conjectur- 
amque fore, ut is quem tue dominationi de crimine lese majestatis 
presenlavimus, vel a nobis accusari vel excusari pularelur: quorum 
neutrum, etsi libenler fecissemus ulrumque, per nos fieri cogilari 
fortasse debuisset. Nos igitur, salutem noslre reipubiice sedulo 
curantes, tanquam rem gratam tue dominalioni Tacturi, litleras pro ea 
vice, quo nil sinistre conjecture erga nos esset, apud nos ipsos relinui- 
mus. Id tamen cause jam nobis esl, reverendissime pater, quod ad 
luam sanctitatem ct lilteras dare et abs tua dominatione auxilium 
petere nos omnes urgeat vehementer ; qui tanquam ad patrem 
naluralem, qui in filios semper propitius esl, quotiens res et cause 
expostulanl, ad luam sancliiatem auxilium petituri corfugimus. Res 
in summa est :— Quidam serviens publicus nostre Universitatis, quem 
precipuum inter ceteros omnes et habemus et reputamus, brevi quodam 
jampridem monitus est ad comparendura sub pena. Cui rei, quara- 
primum in medium apud viros consulares nostros proposita est— quia 
contraria statutis et privilegiis noslris, que neminem ex servientibus 
nostris ad forinsecum judicem sine eonimdem privikgiorum viohlione 
evocari permittunt — vehementissime ab omnibus est reclamalum : adeo 
certe ut nulli repcriri possent, qui brevi non parendura esse penitus 
non censuerunt. Puiamus vera atque verissime scitnus, baud brevi 
tali, cujuscunque generis sit, parendum esse, sine manifesto omnium 
nostrum perjurio aique dedecore sempiterno: qui, si tua dominatio 
aliquid auxilii — id speramus vehementerque rogamus — hac in causa 
prestilerit, potius nobis omnibus moricndum esse dusimus, quam 
rempublicam noslram in nostris temporibus aut nullam, aut efFractam, 
aut in ullo violatam esse sinamus; quam le defensore aceepto inte- 
gerrimam semperque valiluram speramus, Et op time valeat tua 
prestantia, sanclissime pater ac domine, noster benefactor singularis- 
Dalum in nostre cengregatiom's domo, octavo Idas Februarii, 
Tue dominaiionis cupidissimi, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoiu'ensts 
imiversusque regentium in eadem celus. 
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From Robert Gaguine, Superior of the Order of the 

Holy Trinity of the redemption of captives. 

Tn wisdom, the main object of your studies, jiislice is so closely Itm'led, 
that weftel confident in making this appeal toyou in the interests of our 
order. The Chapel of the Holy Trinity outside the East gate of Oxford 
was given by the founder to us, and had long been in our posiession, 
when it was fraudulently sold to the civic officers of the totvn. We are 
now endeavouring to recover our proper^}; and we think that, with your 
help, it will not be a difficult matter. We beg therefore that you will 
assist our provincial, whom we have appointed to act for us herein, and 
we would remind you thai, tf we recover the chapelry, we shall pilace 
therein persons of our order ; who being engaged in the studies of the 
place will submit themselves to your authority, while not neglecting their 
duties as religiom. It will be a great thing for our brethren to obtain 
a footing at Oxford, to quaff the sweet source of knmoledge, and 
thence to shed abroad the dew of heavenly truth. 

DocTisscMis et sapieniie amantissimis viris, Commissario et regenli- 
bus Universitalis studii Oxoniensis. Cum ad vesiram sapientiam pro 
noslro officio scribere suscepissemus, viri doctrine et sapieniie amalores, 
esislimavimus ea nos a vesira liberaliiale fdcile posse impetrare, que 
et vestre dignilati et meo ordini conducere possint. Sapientia enim, 
cui schola vestra dicaia est, adjunctam sibi justiciam ita habet, ut 
religionem non excludat ; sed eos in suo jure tueatur, qui rem sui 
ordinis non scgiiitt:r curant. Est itaque in suburbano Oxonie ad 
ponam urbis, que oricntem respicit, capella divine Trinilatis vocabulo 
conslructa : quam loci ordinator cum nostro ordini donasset, longo 
illam tempore possessam nostri fratres incoluerunt : donee quidam, 
Johannes Wodell, qui ecclesie nosire, que est apud Hondeslow, pre- 
fectus olim minister, earn ad magislralum Oxoniensem nobis tncon- 
sultis improbe traduxit. Et vclut alienationem nostre possessionis 
iniquus venditor oplimo jure transegisset capellam ipsam magistratus 
Oxoniensis obtinet ; exclusis inde justissimis possessor ibus. Nunc 
ergo, que nostra sunt repetentcs, capellam nostram ab iniquis possess- 
oribus vindicare conamur. Ad quos conatus nostros si vestra manus 
alque auctoritas accesserit, neque arduum neque difficile erit predia 
nostra recuperare. Oramus preterea vestram sapientiam alque equi- 
tatem ferre opem provinclali nostro, quern recuperande possessionis 
actorem statuimus. Nam si in capelle possessionem restituti erimus, 
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ponenlur in ea viri religiosi et litleranim seclatores ; a quibas Univcr- 
sitalis vestre ' studii obsequium habere poss.it, qui et vestro honori 
sludere et tioslro ordini consulere non negligent. Facietis profecto 
rem nosire religioni perpeiuo metnorabilem, si vestris aujciliis fratres 
). nostri in vestra academia locum obtineani ; ubi doctrine Suenta 
suaviter bibant, unde queant in plurimos spargere rorem celeatem. 
Valele, viri optimorum sludiorum cukores. Ex ParisOs die mxIo 
Nwfmiris. 

Subscripiio hujus epislolt. 



Vestre sapjenlle observant] ssimi 
de ledemplioDC captivonim major 



ir Robertiis Gagainns otdinis S. TriniUUa J 






To the Dean and Chapter of Windsor. 

Matter R. Pertsey having resigntd Iht office, we hereby nominaU a 
preunt Master John ffrenshippe to the Ctiantry of Windsor ; and beg ] 
that jvu will be pleased to admit and canonically institute him to thi \ 

VEN'ERABiLiBt;s Decano el capitulo collegii domini regis inrn t 
castnim de Wyndeaore Cancellarius Universilatis Oxoniensis «ni- 
versusque regentium in eadera celus magistrorum reverentias debitas 
et honores. Ad cantariam perpetuam vestre jurisdiction is in collegto 
vestro, de magnilicenlia Christianissimi principis Edwardi quart!, 
nuper regis Anglie et Francie, nuperrime fundatam, et ad nostrara 
nominationem et presentaiionem ex donationc ejusdem plene spec- 
tantem, et nunc ex juris presentatorii vigore, per liberam resigna- 
tionem magistri Robert! Pevesey, ad nos devolutam, dilectum nobis 
in Christo magistnim, Johannem ffrenshippe, in artibus magistrum et 
sacre theologie scotarem, nominamus et presentamus: supplicantes 
quatenus dictum magistrum, Johannem ffrenshippe, ad predictam 
cantariam admittere, ipsumque canonicc in eadem capellanum in- 
stituere, ceieraque peragere, que vestre in hac parte incumbunt 
jurisdiction!, dignemini intuitu caritatis. Datum in nostre congrega- 
iionis domo, sui sigillo nostra cnmmuni, anno Domini milksimo quad- 
ringentesimo octogesimo sexto, die mensis Januarii decimo nono. 

' Ttiia presenl«tioD occurs i 
No. Jjt, aod on the margin ii written, by the um 
tpiUolai immediate friscnflas anUpuHtnda &i/.' 
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2,2,^- 
To the University from the Dean of Windsor '. 

AVSTERs procurators, I commande me unto you, ceriifj'ing you [hat 
lobyll prynce, Kyng Edwarde the iiii'b ordeyned & stabelysshyd 
a chauntre of ii prestys, oi the whiche the oon ys presentyd by our 
moder the Universile off Oxenforde ; the whiche now stond voyde by 
resignatiotie made by M'. Pevesy, the whiche resignatione ys w' you 
now, as 1 am enformyde. VVherfor it nedith nott that I and my 
brelhern inlymatt unto you undyr owre commyn scale off the vacation 

Boff the same ; wherfore please you to provyde for an abyll man and 
S discrete for the same, so that he be a doctor or a scolar of dyvinite, 
«ccordyng to wyll of that nobyll prince aforsayde. ffrom Wyndesor 
itfae XV day of Januar. Yo' trusty lover J. Morgan D. of Wynds. 
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By the King. 
To owre trusty and welbelovyd the Regentes of owre Universite off 148' 
Oxenforde. 

Trusti and welbelovydc, we grele you well : And for as much as 
lister Henry Erie, huisshere off the gramer scole withyn owre 
college off Eton, late commencyde in arte withyn owre Universite 
ibcr; wherby, accordyng to the laudable constitutions and ordynances 
off the same, he ys bounde and muste make hys contynuail abode 
there as necessary regent by an hole yere ensuyng, wythoute he be in 
thys caas by you dyspensyde ; we, considerynge as by report made 
linio us, owght* necessary and behofull the sayde master Henry ys, 
for the goode and formall contynuance yn lernynge off such chyldren 
and scolars, which ben alt owre exhibition yn o«re sayde college ; 
and, yff he shulde be remevede and chaungyde, ther lyme myght 
turne and siyde to disjjendy, which we ne wolde j'n any wyse ; desire 
and henely pray you, that aitc contemplation off thise owre lettres, ye Fol. 151 
wyll dyspenoe with the contynuaunce off his sayde Regencie ; so that 
he may have liberie to be absent from owre saide Universite, and 
contynew in owre sayde college, ffor the goode eruditione and doclrync 
of the saide scolars ; and that ye wol be appliable this to do, as we 
tniste you ; wheryn ye shall do unto us goode pleasure to your singlier 
thank yn lyme lo come. i'<ven under mire signell alte owre eyie 
Wyncfieslre, the ^kh'* day of Ociobre. 

' On the margin ii written, in a contemporary hand,' Noia,presentalioHem ad net 
dtbtre iftrtare ex larum cmimiu, si lenltHgal iqs ih paslerum oijicere.' The lettef 
obttonilf ii uiterioi to the next preceding and has therefore been misplaced in 
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335- 
To all benefactors of the University. Patent letter'. 
Hereby Master Stephen Browne is appointed our agent, to cotleel 
subscriptions for the repair of S. Mary's Church, wherein from old 
times all our solemn acts, the business of the University, have been per- 
formed. The building is in a very dilapidated condition, and requires an 
expenditure quite beyond our means, i'ou are tntrealed, therefore, to 
permit him to lay the circumstances before you, and of your charily assist 
us in this our need. 

Universis sancle mains ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentcs littere 
pervenerint, Johannes, permissione divina Liiicolniensis episcopas, 
Universitaiis Oxoniensis Cancellarius, cetusque regentium universus 
in eadem, salutem in omnium Salvatore. Cum nos, Cancellarius et 
regentes antedicti, in nostre congregation is domo nuperrime con- 
gregali, construe lion em ecclesie S. Marie, ubi antiquitus solemnes ' et 
jam indies per nos celebrantur, sedulo curaremus ; comque eiiam 
nostre facullates ad ea perficienda opera minus sufficerent, dilecmm 
nobis in Christo, magistnim Stephanum Browne, nostrum procura- 
torem constituimus per prcsentes, ad inlercedendum et interpellandum 
nostras benefaclores, petendum et recipiendum, pro nobis et nomine 
nostra, quicquid nostri benefactores ad idem opus eiargiri digna- 
buntur. Vobis igilur humillime supplicamus, quatenus nostre pauper- 
tati compaiientcs, ipsum ad nostrorum negotionim declarationem 
admittere, nobisque in tancis negoiiis succurrere dignemini intuitu 
caritatis. Datum Oxanie in nostre (ongregationis domo, tub sigillo 
nostra tommmii anno Domini millesimo quadringenlesimo oetogesimo' 
sexto, die mensis Fehruarii vicesimo sexto. 



^L < Tl 

^^^1 creden 



To Master Stephen Browne. 

// has ever been, and is, our disposition to value highly those who love 
and help us, and though, in the great distress we have been suffering, we 
have not written to you for some time, we love you no less than if you had 
received a letter every day. Tht pestilence daily carried off some of the 
citizens ; and, to our great grief , some also of our congregation. Others, 
fearing the infection, have fled to places of safety ; and our numbers are 
consequently very much reduced, and we feel unfit for business. To 

letter presamably was sent la Mr. Blown, ani exhibited \>y him, u hli 
ciedcntinls, lo those whose assUtanci 
here in MS. ' ectuc^tsimi! MS. 
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• tf man of your generous sjmipalhirs this t's enough. We are proud of 
what you have already done for us and inlreal you to continue in the 
same mind. The University Church, the scene immemorial of all our 
solemn acts, is so dilapidated, and the leaden roof is so thin, that the rain 
comes in as if it were an unroofed court, and the cost of repair must be 
great ; we beg you will take in hand the worli our letter (inclosed) sets 
forth ; and you will confer a great favour upon us. Be assured of our 
very sincere affection. 

HuMANissmo viro, magistro Stephano Browne, Universitatis Oxoni- 
ensis amantissimo. 

Venerabili et dilecto viro, magistro Sthephano Browne, Cancellarius 
Universitatis Oxoniensis universusque regentium in eadem cetus 
salutem plurimam dicunt. Quanquam noa ejus animi semper anlehac 
fuimus semperque erimus, vir humanissime, ut eos, qui nos et dilec- 
tione et beneficiorum multitudine prosequuntur, non parvi unquam 
Taceremus ; in ea [amen miseria (emporum incidimus, ut jam id genus 
ingralitudinis nobis ascribi posset, idque per te, quem, etsi nihil ad le 
jam diu litterarum dedimus, non minori dilectione sumus prosecuti, 
quam si nostras lilteras et reciperes et legeres cotidie; qui, si 
temporum malitia nobis impedimento non fuisset, non jam primum 
has nostras episiolas ' legeres. Jam diu est ex quo pesiis, que 
quosdam ex nostris concivibus adhuc cotidie occupat, in Oxoniensi 
Universitatc invaluit ; qua quosdam etiam es nostro senalu periisse 
doluimus vehementer atque jam dolemus. Id quum reliqui ex nostris 
viderenl, periculum quod imminebat ex aliis facientes, sese in diversas 
orbis partes, ubi nulla crat morbi iilius suspicio, contulerunt. Quare 
nosier senatus Oxoniensis usque in diem liunc hodiernum et rarior et 
ad scribendum tardior efficilur. Putamus banc nostram excusationem 
apud tc, cum vir muUum humanus sis, satis probalum iri. Non 
possumus quin tibi vehementer gratulemur, vir humanissime, pro tua 
in nos non modo egregia voluntate verum beneficiis ; que qualia sunt 
res ipsa satis ostendit. Rogamus te ut eam rationem nosire saluiis 
habeas, quam le semper anlehac habuisse apertissimum est. Tanta 
est vetustas ecclesie uostre, in qua actus nostros soiemnes fere omnes 
cekbramus, tantaque laminarum plumbearum tenuitas, que baud 
parva argenti summa reparari possunt, ut eam intrantes contingente 
pluvia tedio afiiciat, adeo ut tanquam apertissimis impluvils infusa 
nuUi tutum sine humiditate locum relinquat. Rogamus ut id dili- 
genter cures, quod he littere nostre volunt : qui si id laboris pro tua 
humanitate capesseris, rem nobis omnibus non minus gratam quam 

■ titttrai writtCD over in contemporary band. 



5>o 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



neccBsariam facies. Vale. Id tibi volumus persuadeas, le nobis 
carissimum fore. Itenim vale. Datum Oxonie in nostre congriga- 
tiottis domo, lercio Kalendas Marcias. Tue valiiudinis cupidisami, 
Cancellarius Universiiatis Oxoniensis universusque regeniium in eadem 
cetus. 

336- 

Fol. 151 b. To the King. 

// is will inmim thai you art anxious to show favour to those whf' 
deserve well of Ihcir country, so that we have fill sure, on debatirtg naf 

IaffairSy thai what is of importance to our interests will be agreeable 
jvu. When the bishop of Lincoln, our Chancellor, presided in ai 
convocation in the first year of your reign, of many matters diseusseti 
some were settled, but the more important were postponed until his next 
visit ; because affairs of slate then demanded his presence. He promised, 
however, to come to us this Lent, but we have received no tidings of Ait 
journey ; and, as we suppose him to be detained by business of your royal . 
council, we beg that you will permil him to pay his promised visit ; for 
mailers of vital importance to our welfare require his presence. 
6. Illustrissiho atque victoriosissimo principi, Henrico, Dei gratia 

regi Anglie et Francie, 
lUustrissimo principi Henrico Dei gratia regi Anglie et Francie, 
UniversiUtis Oxoniensis proteclori singularissimo, commissariiu ejus- 
dem universusque regentium cetus sese cum omni reverentia com- 
missos faciunt. Cum ad congregation us cl consilia, quibus ad salulem 
nostre reipubtice indies versari opoitet, no3 jamdudum contulisaemus, 
Christianissime princeps, puiavimus maxime ea, que expedienda 
habebamus atque habcmus, abs tua ceisitudine eo facilius con- 
secuturos, quo tarn tue majestati grata quam nostre reipublice 
necessaria utiliaque esse videbanlur. Sapientia enim tua atque miseri- 
cordia, qua nulli aliquando regum justitiam etiam sibi adjunctam ita 
habet, «l neminem in toto hoc tuo regno Angtie de sua republica 
benemeriium reperiri facile eric, cui lua majesias et favorem el opem 
non ferat libcniissime. Hec omnia quotiens in le, princeps victorio- 

Lsissime, esse conspicimus, ad te, regem illustrisstmum, ad le, regem 
misericordia plenissimum, ad te denique, regem longe omnium 
justissiraum, preces in jusiissima causa ferre non limemus. Sedenie 
rcverendo in Chrislo paire ac domino, domino Johanne, divina pro- 
videntia Lincolniensi episcopo, tue Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellario, 
in convocaiione raagistrorum regeniium et non-regenlium anno primo 
tui regni, mulla circa rempublicam Oxoniensem coram e diversis, 
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quibus respublica carissima esl, proponebanlur ; quorum aliqua, que 
leviora erani, expediebanlur, alia vero et ea, quorum expeditio el 
majorem difficultatem et nostre reipublice uiilitaitm coniinebai, in 
suiim proximum ad nos reditum, turn propter temporis brevitalem 
turn maxime propter ardua supervenieniia regni negocia, que tuam 
celsiludinem concernebant, espedienda reliquil. Qui tamen, nostre 
reipublice latidem misertus, in hac jam presenti quadragesitna nobis 
omnibus rogantibus ad tuam Universitatera iter factunis, coram in 
tanta doctissimorum virorum mulcitudine, promiserat. De ejus ad 
nos accessu nusquam audivimus ; quare non possumus n 
ilium ttiis sacratissimis consiliis ita deditum, ut nulla n< 
apud eum proraus relinquatur. Oramus igilur tuam celsiludinem, 
Christ! anissime princeps, ut quern te nostrum defensorem accipimus 
etiam nostre reipublice auctorem sentiamos; quorum primo nihil 

I faumanius, altera vera principi nihil laudabilius : qui, si predict! 

I reverendi in Chrisio patris ad ea exponenda, quibus sine nostram 
rempublicam prope casuram timemus, ad nos accessum probaveris, 
rem perpetuo raemoratu dignam, lue majestati non inutilem atque 
cetui Oxoniensi et graiam et vehementer ad salutem omnium neces- 
sariam profecto Tacies. Et diu valeat lua egregia majestas, miseri- 
cordissime princeps. Datum Oxonie in nosln congrtgaiionis dumo, 
tercio Nonat Marcias. Tue majestati deditissimi tue Universilalis 
Oxoniensis ' uni\ersusque cctus in eadem, 

337- 

Reverendo in Chrlsto patri ac domino, domino Johamii, 
divina provldentla Lincolaieasi episcopo, Cancellario 
Unlversitatis Oxoniensis digaissimo. 

Though il would bi much more agretaile lo us lo inviti you lo repose, 
than lo the undtr taking 0/ farther labours ; yet, kncnving the subject to 
be one greatly involving our prosperity, ivefear not to write. Every one 
knows the energy and zeal you show in the management of our affairs^ 
and haw much was accomplished— would that all had been so — on the 
occasion of your last visit. If time had then been granted, we should not 
have to write now. We entreat you to come here as soon as possible ; 
for our diffieultiei cannot be removed by us without your aid, though with 
il they can be easily arranged. 

RsvKKENDO in Christo patri ac domino, domino Johanni, divina 

providentia Lincolnicnsi episcopo, Cancellario Universitatis dignissimo 

commissarius ejusdein universusque regentium in eadem celus sese 

' Cimeellariut omilteH M.S. 
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commissos ractuni. Quanquam nobis longe jocundius optaliusque 
esset, sanctissime pater, luam sanctitatem ad ocia quam ad labores 
et vigilias subeundas rogatum ire, lamen, quia id cum nobis turn 
noslre reipublice, cujus semper amaior defensorque extitisli, conducere 
putamus, ad tuam patemitatem liberius scribere non pertimescimus. 
Nemo est qui nescit, presut sanctissime, quanto cum studio quantaque 
cum diligentia et cura nostre reipublice negotia — utinam omnia — abs 
te jamdudum, cum apud nos esses, pertractala fuerant. Qui, si 
temporis longitudo nostrorum negotiorum veritati atque multiplicitali ' 
par tum fuisset, neque ad labores iterum capessendos tuam paiernilatem 
rogare, neque ad te lilteras, ut id quamprimum faceres, run<us dare 
I- compelleremur. Multa enira sum, egregie pater, uiiUiatem integrita- 
temque nostre reipublice tangentia, que, etsi per nos non sine masimo 
nostro discrimine plene reformari possunt, tua auctoritale et gravitate 
facile linem sunt habitura. Hec omnia qualia sunt in tuo ad noa ■ 
adveniu, quem jam prosimum esse speramus, ex nobis diceniibus I 
accipies facillime. Rogamus igitur tuam paternilalem, presul dignis- 
sime, ut nostre reipublice ralione habita ad nos quam citissime iter 
habeas ; quod — non dubitamus — te facturum pollicerere, si scires quanta 
el lui videndi cupiditaie et habendi necessitate afRcimur. Id volumus 
tibi persuadeas, neminem ex nostro senatu esse cui tuus accessus 
expectatissimus non sit. Quod si nobis id roganiibus concesscris, 
nihil unquam tuo nomini celebrius seu nobis gratius quicquam eflicere 
possis. £t diu valeat tua sancta patemitas, presul egregie. Datum 
Oxonie tiic congTegalionis domo, iera'o Nonas Marcias. Tue valetudinia ' 
atque dominationis cupidissimi, commissarius tue Universitatis Oxoni- 
ensis universusque regenlium in eadem ceius. 



33S. 

From the Bishop of Lincoln. 

LYour Idlers, both Ihal lo the King and that lo mystlf, c. 
hand on the road twenty miles out of London. I was sorry that tue had 
only our riding costume ; our academical dress — withoul which (i 
be very unseemly to visit you — having been sent by another route, and 
several of our retainers, fwo in particular, — whose i 
dispensable in the performance of any duties at Oxford, — have gone lo 
their homes. In the meantime here we are, struggling along by unknown 
cross roads, doing in person the work neglected by our coadjutor all the 




' mullifli. 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



513 



tatlyear. If MasUr Thomas Rattdolf, with fid! instructions from you, 
Bof lo what you wish, will mtil mt at Buckingham, I will do my best 
^io serveyou with as little inconvenience to yourselves as possible. 

Dii! expectate lillere vestre ille, et quas regie celsitudini et nobis '487. 
destinaslis, hestemo sero nos offenderunt ad vicesiinum quintum 
lapidem extra urbem regiam Londoniarum. Doluimus nihil habere 
nos nobiscum nisi quod equitanies— ni equites inepli dicam ' — deceat ; 
logatorum ' profeclo insignia, sine quibus dedecorosum foret ad vos 
accedere, per aliam viam transmissa sunt: muUique ex serviioribus 
nostris, duo presertitn, sine quibus oflicium noslrum apud vos com- 
mode exercere ' non possumus, ad conjuges, ad parentes, ad suos 
penales pro tempore dimissi sunL Laboramus interea cum paucis 
per viam obliquam el incognitam; exequentus ea propria in persona, 
que per coadjutorem nostrum toto anno superiori negligenter oraissa 
fuere. Inveniemur per Dei gratiam apud Bukyngamam, ad lercium 
Idus inslantis mensis seu die sequenti. Quo si advenerit magister 
Thomas Randoir, instructns per omnia de volis veslris, curabimus, 
quoad in nobis facullas erit, quamque minori detrimento poterimus, 
veslris desideriis inservire : prout latius rem omnem eidem magislro 
Thome litteris significa\1. Cui sicuti * mihi (idem, queso, habere 
dignemini, et valete, doctissimi et amantissimi viri. Octavo Idus 
Marcii ex Woborn. Johannes Lincoln : Cancetlarius Oxoniensis, 
nianu propria. 

P 339- 

By the Kyng. 
Trusty and welbelovyde, we grete jou wele. And where aa we 1487. 
late, ffore certen grete and urgent caases touchynge owre p>ersonne 
and the quietenesse oft thys owre realme, sent fore the bysshoppe of 
bathe, reseaunt w'j-n owre Universite there, to come unto us; he, 
obstynatly lej'ng aparie hys naiurall deuiy and observaunce, refused 
10 obey owre commaundement yn that party : wherewyth we nethere 
were nere yett be content or pleased. And fore as muche as we be 
enformyd that he there contynueth, usyng cerlan practyses prohybyle 
by the lawes off holy church, and othere damnabyll conjureciea and 
conspiraes, as It ys probabylly shuwyd, as wele agenst us as to ji" 
subversione off the universall wole and tranquillyte off thys owre 
realme ; and, as we be assured, he mahyth notl hys abode there as FoL 159 
a scolare and student, as evydently apperyth by hys demeanynge; 
' dicamnr} ' UguKmm MS, " aerciri ib, ' sicuti ib. 
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ffore he neihere ys contrybutorj'e unto ihe charge commynly ore 
sjtigulcrly borne amonge the scolars, ner dothe or exercisjih the 
opj-n fayte as apperleyn}-tlie, ne yelt ys matriculate ; but, to iheffect 
he my^t be talien and reputyd as a student there, schamfuily lurkyth 
and hydythe hymmselff; nt\fi profylynge to hymmselff ne})0 to that 
oure unyversite ne none othere personn, to the rebuke off all prelacye; 
ffore the whiche causes and fore othere consyderatyons us movyng, 
we send fore hym ayene aiie thys tyrae by oure trusty and wolbeloved 
chaplayn, master Edward Wylloughby ; and seynge, as ilt ys nolaryly 
knowen, that he cann nott be accepted as a scolare ; desire and pray 
you that ye wyll se oure sayd chapelayne may have the conveyaunce 
off hym unto us, wilhowte any lett or ynlerruptione ; aidinge and 
assysljni; hym fore the perfite execution thereoff. And yff ye will 
take and repute hym as fore a scolare, as we hold it undowi-ed^all 
thyngs circtjmspectly foresayn — ye wyll nott do, that then ye, usynge, 
yo' owne autoryte, wyll send hym unto us by such persons as Ijelonge 
unio you ; which ye may doo w^owlcn breche off yo' privyleges. 
And yn so doyng, we assure you we shall, yn any yo'' resonabyll 
request ore pursuite unto us, be as good and favorabyll lorde unto, as 
evere were eny off owre nobyll progenytours. And, yn othere wyse 
doyng, we assure you ye shall yeve us cause to attempt suche weys, 
fore the achevynge off owre entent yn the premisses, as we shal be 
drevene unto of necessite, and as shall nott be unto yo^ pleasure, 
ytven undfre pure sygnttl alle oure manore off Scheiu, ihe r/;'* day off 
Martk. 



I 



340. 

Littere domini episcopi Cantuariensis ad Universitatem 
Oxoniensem ', 

Your (ose is quilt cUarly explained in your leller, and I have not \ 
suffered anylhing to be done adverse eilher to Ihe dignity of our eomn 
Universily or Ihe inleresi of your bedel. I shall always use my bat ' j 
endeavours lo advance your welfare, and have a special inleresi in c 
cause of yours. As to Ike present case, the hearer of this will explain 
you ray opinion. 

LiTTERATrssiHi viri, post debitam commendalionem, &c. Ex lilteris 
vestris jamdudtim nobis redditis cjuerelam vestram intelleximus, atquc 
ob illius vestre, imo nostre, Universitatis revcrentiam nihil hactenus 
fieri permisimus, quod servitori vestro publico nocere posset ant ■ 

' This liile i» wrillen on Ihe maiipn, bat by h contemporary band. 
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debeat. Dabiraus omnem opcram, atque pro virili nostra conlcndemus, 
ut rempublicam vestram, cujus causas semper commendatissimaa habe- 
bimus, omni semper ei ofBcio et pietate prosequi videamur ; atque ut 
liberlates ejusdem antea concesse et hacienus usitate inlegre atque 
inviolate permaneant. In hac aulem presents causa quid mentis 
atque sententie liabenaus ex presentium tabellario latius alque plenius 
intelligelis. Et diu valeat litteratissimus alque celeberrimus senatus 
vestcr. Datum in manerio nosiro de MorlHake. stplimo Idus Aprilet. 
Totus vester, Johannes Cantuariensis. 



^ 341- 

B To the Bishop of Lincoln. Fi 

your tleganl epislU was a disappoinlmtnt to us ; a disappoinlnunl, 
however, less hard to bear linei it is iht performance of your pastoral 
duties that has detained you. We were sorry to hear that you have been 
deprived of the services of your escort, as also that we suffer the loss of 
your visit to us, at a time when the occurrence here of events quite 
unparalleled makes your advice very necessary. Our messenger is 
thoroughly acquainted with our circumstances ; and since we repose 
absolute trust in him, we need not, as we otherwise should, to write a long 
slalement for your perusal. 

Reverehdo in Christo patri ac domino, domino Johanni, divina 
providentia Lincolniensi episcopo, Cancellario Universitaiis Oxonicnsis 
dignissimo, commissarius ejusdem universusque regentium celus in 
eadem sesc cum omni reverentia commend alissimos faciunt. Postea- 
quam tue elegantissime liltere ad nos jamdudum perlale sunt, egregie 
presul, e»pectate nostre jocunditati dolor quidam baud mediocris 
accesserai : quern eo levius apud nos ferendum duximus, quod, boni 
palris et pasioris labore suscepto, rem tuo gregi et necessariam et 
plurimum saluiarem faceres. Doluimus profeclo tarn te, visis illis 
nostris superioribus lilteris, tuis caruisse, quam nos te nostro singu- 
larissimo adjulore ad lempus privates esse. Quem non neglectum, 
— nihil enim nobis eo verbo dedccorosius — ^imo carum eque habcmus 
atque Romanus populua Pompeium magnum aliquando habuerat ; ut 
hi — ulimur Cicerone — bealissimi esse videantur apud quos diutissime 
commoratur. Multa apud nos indies lam admiranda quam iiiaudita 
unquam antehac eveniuni, de qtiibus omnibus magister J. R., quem 
et fide et dilectione singularem non sine suis meritis proseqoimur, 
tuam venerandam dominationem certiorem faciei. Nos, si tabellario 
de nostre reipublice statu minus docto uteremur, his multo iongiores 
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litteras ad tuam patemitaCem scriberemus. Et diu valeat tua sancUt I 
palerniias, dignissime presul et cancellarie. 

Datum Oxonie in lue congregalioms domo, terlio Idus Marcias. Tu9 J 
reverende dominalionis cupidissimi, Commissarius tue Univerdutil 
iversusque regentium cetus in eadem. 



342. 

By the Kyng. 

I 1487. Tkustv and wclbeloved we grete yow welle : And where as we 

have understand, that at the reverence and conlemplacyone of our 
wrelyngs now late unto yow direct, and by our trusty and welbeloved 
Chaplayne maister Edmunde Willoughby unto yow dehvered, ye, 
enauyng our wille and cicsyre comprised yn our said letters, have 
made so grete and diligent serche ' w'in that owre universiie, that, 
after your long labors and devoiris done in that partie, finally yc 
attaigned and come unto the place where the B)'sshop of 
secretly, wkiut any resonable cause, had hid him : Wherupon ye full 
laudably have put hj-m in such kepyng and suerlye, as it shall lye yn 
your powers at all ceason, upon your pleasure knowen yn that behalf, 
to deliver and send him unto us : ffor the which your gud ' and 
toward disposicion and lovyng dealyng in the premisses, we hartili 
thanke yow, assuryng yow, that yf yc, for thaccomplesahment of owre 
sayd commawndment, precede forthward as ye have begonn, ye shall 
finde us unto that our universiie as good lorde as ever were any of 
our progenitours, and so remembir it as in the same may be hadde ft 
perpetual niemori of us in [yme tocum. And for so much as it y9 
now in your power to deliver the saide bisshoppe unto us, we, not 
dowting but ye wille soo doo, considering your saide towarde begyn- 
Fot 153 b. nyng, send unto yow at thb tyme owre trusti and welbelovyd servant 
Edmunde Hampdene, oon of the squyers of our body, for the receiv- 
ing of the said bysshope of yow, and his conveyans unto us ; desiring 
and prajyng yow, and never the lesse upon payn of forfailure of your 
priveleges, and upon your allegiaunce straileli chargin yow, that, 
w^owie any ferther delay or other excuse, ye send unto us the saide 
bisshop by oure saide chapelain and servant. Wherein we wole wele 
ye will make noo defalt ne obsiacull by reason of your privileges, 
which he cannot enjoie, ne of any other frivol) allegacion by hym 
laide to the contrari : calling wele to your remembraunce, how that 
he ys no scolar studient, and that the vigor and auclorite of your saide 
' tmereht, e« crossed oul, MS. ' gvdde, dt crossed out, ib. 
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privaliege, as il wos by us confirmed, hangeth at our pleasure and 
grace; whcrjn, and in alle other your resonable desires, upon your 
good demeaning )ti the premisses, whereof we make no doubt, ye shalle 
finde us your favorabulle good lorde. Fevett under oure signtt at our 
monastery of Churcksey, tht xmi day of march, fforlher more, we in 
lyke wise charge yow, thai unto oure said chaplayn and servant ye 
deliver those persons, and ich of theym, that, for ihavoiding of the 
said bisshop, and to tbentent ye sholde not have foon him, conveid 
him from place to place and hid him. 

343- 

By the Kyng. 

Trustv and welbelovyd «e grete yow wele : And where as we late ^• 
dyvetse lymys have wretyn unio you for to have delyveraunce of the 
bysshop of Bathe, we can nott yet by suerlye answeryd from owre 
trusty and welbelovyd clerke and chaplen Maslyr Edward Wiiloughby 
of ibaccomplisshment of oure enlenl in tliys partie ; howe be it we 
have from you pleasaunte answerys and wordys and none or lytyl 
effect off dede : where of we marve! gretly, assertaynyng yow that 
M-e have caused our recordys ihroughly to be serchyd and oversawen, 
and it cannot be founde that ye have eny franches or Ijberteis for to 
retynewe w' in yow any personnes ayensL whom treason is alleged, 
ner that any suche shulde have eny refuge to oure universile there, 
for theire sueriis amongs you. Where for we wol and straytly com- 
mande you, that ye suffyr oure servant, brynger hereoff, to lake the 
sayde Bisshop and to bryng hym unto us, w' owte any resistence lelt 
or contradiction of eny personne or personnes of our sayde Univer- 
site ; assuring yow that, yff ye of obstynacye refuse to obeye thys our 
commaundment, we shall not only aende ihyder suche power as oure 
entent in ihys partie shalbe undowtly executed and fulfylled, but also 
provide for the punnishment off )our disobtisBaunce in suche sharpe 
wyse as shalbe to the ferfuU example of them so presumyng or at- 
temptyng heraflyr. Yeven under oure signet at oure monaslry of 
Chartesey, the xxii day of Marche. 

344. 
To the King. Fol. 154 a 

So grant is tht subject of our letter that, were il not for the danger 
I threatening the very existence of our University, we should be as much 
V afraid to write as to ael at alt in the matter. We rannci defend the 
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e, for lo do so would displease you and do oarstlves an injusli 
yd, on Ihe other hand, lo do nothing would make us seem useless lo . 
1 University and vjorthhss ciiizens of l/ie state. On every side 
e beset witti danger, and cannot tell what to do. Permit us I 
•! the matter stands. Upon receipt of your tetter, we went 
bishop of Bath and Wells, but, though in all other matters we . 
greatly prefer to he his advocates rather than his accusers, we fo 
it very difficult to come to an interview ; and, when at last tvu\ 
succeeded, a great part of the day was spent in disputing the questiont 
The bishop, in short, refused to go to your Majesty, not because hf' 
feared to appear before you — in whose goodness he has confide 
but from a conviction thai he would be murdered before he reached 
your presence; nor, thaugh we undertook to provide him wilk an 
escort, could we remove his apprehension ; and, unless personal violenct 
is employed, we think he will not obey your majesty's summons. Naa\ 
we will not detain him here, nor, on Ihe other hand, dare we use any 
force to remove him, lest we fall under the censures of the Church. Wt 
pray that, seeing his presence here is only trouble lo us, you will tt- 
manage Ihe matter that we may not suffer; and thereby add lo alt yout 
previous goodness the greatest benefit of all. 

Serenissemo principi Henrico, Dei gralia regi AngUe ' Franciequc 
meluendisbiimo, protectori UniversUaiis Oxonie singularissimo, Can- 
cellarius ejusdem universusque regencium cetus in eadem sese cum 
omni reverencia el subjeciione commendatissimos faciunt, TameUi 
ea est magniludo hujus cause, de qua ad tuam legiam celsitudinem 
ficripsimus, Chris tianissimc princeps, ul non minor in scribendo quam 
agendo timor nos occupet, lamen quia et nostrc reipublice salutem et 
periculum continere visa est, de ea scribendum esse slatuimus : quam 
si defenderemus — quod non facimus — rem tue celsitudini bgratam 
atque nostre reipublice vehementer iniquam nos fecisse arbiU'aremur. 
Sin vero in causa nihil agemus, tarn nostre reipublice inutiles quam 
optima lepublica indignos esse lua majestas facillime judicare posseL 



Undique met us, undique pericuh 
causa fieri debeat maximeque expedi 
Que cum ita sint, reliquum est ut tuan: 
ad audiendam causam supplicissirae in 



£t quid poiissimum hac in 
It, non satis facile cogitatu, 
majcstatem et misericordiam 
iploremus ; qui neque tcmere 



^H Mai 



quicquam definire neque agere in tanta causa, tua celsimdine non 
consulta, apud nos decievimus. Fosiquam illas litleras quartodecimo 
hujus mensis abs tua celsitudine signatas, atque ad nos idibus 
Marciis perlatas, convocatione regencium et non-regencium facta pub- 
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lice legeramus, accessimus ad reverendum in Christo patrem Bath- 
oniensem episcopum, m ea que ipsis litteris inscripta erant illi aperte 
signilicarenius. Qui, quanquam eum in causis tuam celsitudinem non 
tangentibus, longe magis extusare quam incusare cupimus, adilutn 
ad eum satis difficilem nobis vehementer rogantibus tandem prebuil. 
Tum vero ad colloquium illius admJssi, magnam ejus diei partem 
altercando consunipsimus. Is vero reverendus in Christo pater, visis 
et lectis ipsis litleris, respondit se ad tuam celsitudinem iier non esse 
faclurum ; non limore vidende lue celsitudinis, quern Christianissimum 
principeni prolitetur, sed eorum, qui, si ejus verbis utamur, priusquam 
luam celsitudinem adeat, eum gladiis confossuri impetereni. Pro- 
misimus, his auditis, quosdam ex nostro senatu una cum illo ad tuam 
sercnissimam mageslatem proficisci debere ; qui eum inter eundum 
tutareniur. Is omnino negavit se iter habiturum ; quem, nisi a domo 
sua ejeciuB sit, nullo unquam tempore ad ad tuam celsitudinem ven- 
turum pulamus. Nos vero, quantum in nobis erit, neque ilium 
relinebimus, neque, cum sub religionc sumus, ad ilium excludendum 
vim aliquam facere audemus, ne a censure ecclesiastice impunitate 
nos ipsi alieniores esse non judicemur. Rogamus igitur tuam prope 
divinam clemenciam, qua ceteris prestas, invictissime princeps. ut 
bujus reverendi patris mora apud nos, que miilto majoribus perturba- 
tionibus quam gaudiis nosiram rempublicam affecit, eandem in nulla 
ejus parte lesura sit. Quod si feceris — facere autem potes — tue 
Universiiali, superioribus temporibus a te non conservate solum sed 
etiam ornate, maximus ex hoc luo facto bcneficiorum cumulus 
accedet. £t semper valeat tua magestas, sercnissime princeps. 
Datum Oxonic in nostre congrfgalionis domo, octavo Kaiendas Aprilei. 
Tue nobilissime magestati deditissimi, Cancellarius tue Universitatis 
Oxoniensis universusque regencium cetus in eadem. 

I 345 '■ 

The generosity of your disposition towards us and your sympathy are 
clearly to be discerned in your letter; and we doubt not that what you do 
will be 0/ that nature which makes the memory of the good survive them. 
The presence 0/ the bishop of Balh and Wells within our walls is such a 
calamity, thai where to turn and what to do we know not, to preserve our 
independence. If we surrender thai, our liberty, our very life is gone. 
You alone can save us, and in so doing will perform one of those noble 
actions, which raise men above humanity. Our messengers will tell you 
the details of our troubles better than we can write them. 

' No addreu, probnbly lo the Uithop of LJncoUi. 
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1487. Rkddite sum nobis Idibus Marciis, sanctissime paler, prestan- 

tissime littere tue, ex quibus facile erat tuam egregiam in nos atque 
in nostram rempublJcam liberal! [a Cem, humanissimum preterea atque 
FoL 154 b. sanctissimum animum perspicere. Nihil enim in vita tarn egreglum 
quam aliquid tale efficere, quod etiam post morlem suum factorem 
reviviscere aique vivere facial : quod de le fore noti ambigimus. 
Tam est afflicta nostra respublica, quod reverendus in Chrislo pater, 
Bathoniensis episcopus, iisdem nobiscum menibus continetur, ut quo 
nos ipsos vertamus, aut quo modo nostram rempublicam dcfendamua 
baud satis intelligamus. Pulamus le natum esse ad nos atque nos- 
tram rempublicam salvandam : sine cujus auxilio hec ipsa, que tibi 
ab ineunte etate semper carissima fuit, jam prope casura est. Earn 
si p^odimus, libertates prodimus, salutem prodimus. Omnis propie 
nobtra salus ex te uno pendet, quam si concesseris, rem prope 
divinam, ut Ciceroni placet, profeclo facies : homines enim ad deos 
nulla re propius accedunt, quam saluiem hominibus dando. Quanta 
tui necessitate Oxoniensis cetus afficiatur, facilius ex dicentibus istis 
labellariis, quam ex nostris scriplis accipies. Quod si nos et nostram 
rempublicam salvam feceris— id profeeto speramus^immorialitatem 
tui nominis futura secula non conticescent. Et semper valeat tua 
sancla paternitas, presulum dignissime. Datum Oxonie in noslre con- 
gregationis domo, octavo KaUndas Apriits. 



346. 
Episcopis Wintoniensi et Eliensi. 

The recoUeclion of all you have done for this University in the past 
encourages us to believe that your exaltation to your present estate has in 
no wise diminished or changed your benevolent inclination toward us, but 
rather increased your pleasure in helping those in distress. The presence 
among us of the bishop of Bath and Wells is so grievous a calamity that 
we are ^ of all men most miserable.' To refuse him shelter would be a 
great sin, to harbour him against the will of the king would be to breai 
the law. We are in a great strait. We beg that, if you hear of any 
proceeding being on foot against us, you will with all speed counteract it. 

QuoTiENs' nobis in mentem venit, quanta tua in nos atque in 
nostram rempublicam merita semper antehac extiteruni, sancie paler, 
le inter illos merito censcndum putamus, qui et nobis et nostre rei- 
publice maxima beneficia superioribus (emporibus contulerunl. Ilia 
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nobis omnibus mens alque cogitatio est, presul dignissime, ilium tuum 
egregium in nos benefaciendi animum non immutaium aul minutum, 
\mo cum tua nova dignitale auctum esse. Qui si anteactis lemporibus 
affliclis succuirere vehemenler es gavisus, jam le vehemeniissime 
gavisunim credimus, Nos jam eo deducli sumus, sancte paler, ut nos 
longe omnium viventium miserrimos esse putemus ; quod factum est 
diuturna mora reverendi in Christo patris Bathoniensis episcopi apud 
nos : quern a nobis repellere nihil scelestius, fovere autem contra 
volunlatem regiam nihil iniquius, Angustie sunt nobis undique. 
Rogamus igitur luam paternilatem, dignissime presul, si quid contra 
nos agi intellexeris, id omne pro tua in nos, quam speratnus, suroma 
benignitate citissime cures. Nihil enim !iac lempesiate nostre rei- 
publice gratius seu utilius quicquam efficere poles. Et semper, &c. 
Octavo Kaiendas Aprilcs. 



347- 

By the Kyng. 

Trl'sti and welbeloved, we grete yow wele : And aswele by the i487« '. 
continue of your lettre to us late presented, as by thexperiens of your J 

dedis, we perceive at large your firme and faythfuUe disposicion 
towards us, fTor the which we hertiiy thanke yow, and pray you therin FoL 155 a 
to continue. And for asmoch as ye drede to rynne yn the tymorous 
censurs of the church, yf ye shulde lay handis upon the bisshoppie of 
bathe, and have besoujth us not to breke the libertes of your privileges 
and franchises ; We, in salvation of the same, send thider at this tyme 
Edmund Hampden steward of your seid liberteis, and our trusti and 
welbeloved servant and squyer for oure body, James Parkar, this 
berar, to attache the said btsshoppe, and hym iheruppon to bring and 
convey unto us, to such place as we have appointed and commanded 
theym. Upon whom, yf any Rescous or resislence bee attempted to 
be made, we pray yow to yeve unto thaym youre good and lovyng 
assistence, soo that thay may duely execute oure said commaundemenl. 
And ye shall fynd us as tender liege lord un to you concemyng then- 
iretement of youre said liberties, and yn alle woiher reasonable be- 
halves hereafter, as any oure noble progenitours have been yn tymes 
passed ; Whereunto ye may have suer confidence. Vn/en under oure 
signel at oure monasterie 0/ Charlisey, the xxriiday of Marc he. 
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By the Kyng. 



J. Tbusty and welbeloved, we gretc yow wele. And fc 

consideracyons us mevyng', we wol and charge yow, thai callyng 
unto you cure inisty and weibeloved chapellayn master Edwarde 
Willogby, — to whom yc be grealiy beholdyng for the good reagort 
that he hath made divers tymes unto us of you, — ye furthwilh, aftre 
th' syght hereof, bryng th' bysshoppe of baihe from thens, as he now 
is, unto sum such college, abouie the myddes of our Universiie of 
Oxenforde, as ye shal thynke convenient; and there see hym surely 
kept tyl after thys nexle Estre, and then to see hym delyvered to our 
servant, Edmund Hampden, your sieward there, and lo our sayd 
Chaplain ; to whom we have shewyd theryn oure further pleasure : 
aidyng and helpyng them to your poware, to the sure perfurmyng of 
the same, not faylyng yn any wise thus to doo ; as ye entend lo please 
us and wolle anawere unto us herin at your perell. Vcven under owre 
sigtui al our monasltry of Bury, th' ix day of Apryll. 

Fol. 15s b. Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

1487. NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Joannem Russell, Can- 

cellarium Universiiatis Oxoniensis, Joannem Hobille et Willelmum 
Bokkyng, procuratores Universitatis aniedicte, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in 
comitatu Oxoniensi, quinquaginta duos solidos slerlingonim bone et 
legalis monete Anglle, in partem solutionis cujusdam annue pensionis 
predicte Universitati per prefatos Abbatem et convenlum debite : De 
quibus quidem quinquaginta duobus solidis fatemur nos fore solutos, 
dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes. 
Datum in nostre congrrgalionis domo, vicesimo octavo die mensis Aprilis, 
anno regni regis Henrici septimi post ccnqueslum Anglie tercio. 



I 



Acquittance of Osaey Abbey. 
NovERiHT universi per presentes nos, Joannem Russell, Can- 

cellarium Universitatis Oxoniensis, Joannem Hobille et Willelmum 
Bokkyng, procuratores Universitatis antedicte, recepisse et habuisse, 
in die confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Osney in 
1 Oxoniensi, viginti sex solidos octo denarios sterlingorum 

Bivuing, correctei] in the wme hand over the line in tbe MS. 
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bone et legalis moneie Anglic, pro quadam soluUone cujusdam annue 
pensionis predicte Universiiati per prefatoa Abbaiem el conventum 
debite: De quibus quidem viginti sex solidis octo denariis fatemur 
no3 fore solulos, dictosque Abbatem et convenlum inde acquietamua 
per presences. Datum in noslri congregationit domo, vicesimo octavo 
die mensis Aprilis, anno rtgni regis Hmrici sepiimi post conqutstum 



Anglie tercio. 
^^^ttat ye have 



349- 

From the King. 
Trusty and welbiloved we grele yow we!e ; and double not but 
ftat ye have freshly yn your remembrance what writings we have 
sundry lymes sent unto you, for the deUverance of the Bisshoppe of 
bath, and what answers ye have made unto us ayein of the same: 
aspecialy lately, which was that ye wolde suffre oure servants to take 
him and to convey hym where hit shuld please us. Whereuppon we 
send thidre at this tyme oure tnisli and welbitoved squyer, Edmund 
Hampden, willing and straiily commaunding you so to ordre and 
directe the scolcrs of oure Universite there, that oure saide servant 
may take and convey from thcns the said Bisshoppe unto such place 
as we have appointed him, without any lette, obstacle or inierrupcjon 
of theim or any othir w'yn oure town there ; and that ye see this 
oure commaundment to be observed and obeid, upon the payn of 
forfaiture of youre fraunchises, and avoydyng othre daungiers that to 
you may ensue, at your perill i'a'en undre oure signet at oure cite of 
Convcnire, the xxvi day 0/ April. 

Testimonial letter for Master S. Embroock. 
Ukiversis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes liltere 
pervenerint, &c. Ea nobis studiosorum hominum semper cura fuit 
lionesiissimos eorum labores, quibus ad capessendas virtutes et disci- 
plinas in omni vita coniendcrint, honestissimis quoque premiis ali- 
quando compcnsare : eo namque pacio et illos Industrie sue minus 
penitere, et alios ad proficiendum alacriores effici solere comperimus. 
Consideranlibus igitur nobis magnas el egregias vinutes reverendi 
viri, fratris Socswini Embroock, ingentemque in iheologico studio 
doctrinam non mediocribus vigiliis comparatam, visum est officii 
noslri plurimum inicresse amptissimis, primum bacallarii, tandem in 
eodem doctoris, gradlbus ilium donare. Quibus adepds eas denique 
les gegait, que ad sue professionis officium et noslre Universitatis 
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gloriam speclarenl. Cupienles igitui hanc noslram reverendi bene- 
merilique viri commendationem plus apud ceteros ponderis habitunun 
esse, has Utteras Universilatis nostre sigillo consignari fecimus. Datum 
Oxonie in twsin congregalionis domo, anno Domini millesimo quad- 
ringentaimo oclogaima ' uptimo, die mtnsis Noveiit&ris duodecimo. 



350. 

L. From the King. 

Trusty and welbelovyd, we grete yow wele : and where as we bee 
enfonned thai Jhon Harrys, oone of the Bedellys of that oure Uni- 
versite, for certayn causya hym moeving is in full wilie and purpos to 
suirendre his right and title in the sayde office, to the use and be hove 
of oure welbelovyd subget, Richard Dagenhal, and to noon o|>«o 
persontie ; We, for the fast mynde and lovyng dyspoKition, which the 
same Richard batli borne unto us acordyng unto his dueie, accepte 
and repute hym in ihe good chierte and favor of oure grace ; Desiring 
and prayyng yow Iherfor, that, the saide surrendre made as itt acordith, 
it will like you, at oure speciall instance and contemplacion, to graunt 
the saide office to the same Richard bifore any oJ>«™ person, after 
thenteni and desire of the saide John. Wherby ye shall aingierly 
please us, as ye shall perGtIy know yn any your resonable desires to 
be poursued unto us hereafter. Yeven undir oure signet at oure citye of 
London, tht i^' day 0/ Novembre. 



Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Joannem Russell, Universi- 
latis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Joannem Hobille et Willelmum 
Bokkyng, ejusdem procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die confectionis 
presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Ensham in comilatu Oxoniensi, 
sedecim solidos octo denarios sterlingorum bone et legalis monete 
Anglic, in partem solucionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte 
Universitati per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite: De quibus 
quidem falemur nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem et conventum 
inde acquieiamus per presentes sigillo nostro consignatas. Datum in 
nostre congrsgationis domo, anno regni regis Henrici septimi post con- 
queslum tercio, victsimo septimo die mensis Navembris. 
' Kluagtiimo MS. 
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To the King. 

If our Ihanks seem feeble, xoe entreat you to believe that they seem so 
only because your goodness is so great that u)e cannot tfiank you as wt 
would. A gi/t could be more acceptable ttian the forty oaks you have 
presented to us for the repair of S. Mary's Church. This building, the 
seme of all our solemn acts, is in such a dilapidated state that, unless 
workmen are soon employed, it will fall, and so large that a greater sum 
than all tue possess in tie world would rebuild but a small portion. 

Etsi pro immortalibus vestris in nos rostramque rempublicam 
beneficiis minores graiias agiraus quam ipsa beneficia veslre majesiatis 
exposcere videntur, serenissime princeps, rogamus [amen suppliciter, 
ne id nostre iUiberaliiati potius quam tantorum beneficiorutn magni- 
tudini iribuatur. Fatemur enim, semperque fatebimur, vestra in nos 
aique in Oxoniensem rempublicam beneficia tania extitisse, ui dignas 
vestris merilis gralias verbis exequi non valeamus r quod non obscure 
accepimus ex hiis que in Universiiatem Oxoniensem a vestra celsiludine 
liberalissime jampridem profecta sunt. Certissiroum namque est 
ccclesiam illam S. Marie, que ceteris ornatior in vestra Universitale 
esset, quod ibi solennes actus ad profectum studii et Christiane 
religionis aufrmentum celebrare consuevimus, in brevi casuram esse, 
si nulla artificum manus tante velustali opem quamprimum allaiura 
sit. Non sufficiunt nostre vires ad tamos sumplus subeundos : qui, 
si ad tanta edificia mullo majores quam sunt omnes nostre divitie 
exponeremus, vix ullam illius poriiunculam perfectam relinqueremus. 
Id cum vestre majestati signatum est, quadraginta quercubus nos 
liberalissime donastis, in vestri nominis memoriam sempiternam 
vcstrcque Universitatis decorem non mediocrem. Nihil nobis isla 
vestra liberalilate jocundius esse potuil. Et semper valeal veslra 
majestas egregia, serenissime princeps. Datum Oxonie in nostre con- 
gregalionis domo, dedmo Kalendas Maias. 



Acquittance of Osney Abbey. F 

NovzRisT universi per presenles nos, Joannem Russell, Lincolni- 
ensem episcopum et Universilaiis Oioniensis Cancellarium, et magia- 
tros Joannem Hobille et Willelmum Bokking, procuratores ejusdem, 
recepisse et habuisse, die confectionis presentium, de Abbate et convenlu 
de Oseney viginti sci solidoB octo denarios : De quibus quidem 
viginti sex solidis octo denariis fatemur nos fore solutos, et cos inde 
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acquietamuB per presentes sigillo nosiro signatas. Dnlum in ruistre 
fOtigregatiom's demo, stntiido die tnensis Martii, anno rfgni regis Menrici 
sepiimi posl eonqutslum tirlio. 

Acqtdttance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NoviRiKT univcrsi per presentes nos, Joannem Russell, Lincolni- 
cnsem episcopum et Universitads Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et magistros 
Joannem Hobille et Willdmum Bokking, procuratores ejusdem, re- 
cepissc cl habuisse, die confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu 
At Enysame quinquaginta duos solidos : Dc quibus quidem quinqua- 
ginl& duobus solidis fatcmur nos Tore solulos, et eos inde acqtiietamus 
per presentes sigillo nostro signatas. Datum in nosire congregationii 
domo, secuttdo die mtnsis Marlii, anno rtgni regis Henrici sepfimi post 
cengufslum tertio. 

A gift of forty shillings acknowledged. 

NovKRiNT universi per presentes nos, Joannem Russelle, Lincolni- 



easem episcopum, et Universilalis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, el magis- 
tros Joannem Hobilie et Willelmum Bokking, procuratores ejusdem, 
rccepisse et habuisse, die confectionis presentium, quadraginta solidos, 
per manus magistri Joannis Vesey, ex dono magistri Joannis Thorpe : 
De quibus quidem quadraginta solidis fatemur nos esse solulos, et 
cundcm magistrum Joannem Vesey acquictamus per prescnies, sigillo 
nostre Univeraitatis signatas. Dalum in nosire eongregationis domo, 
duodecimo die mensis Martii, anno regni regis Henrici septimi post 
conquesium tertio, 

352. 
To the King. 

We are very sorry to find thai a letter of an improper character has 
been sent to you by some members of our My, purporting to come from 
the University. In reality but few were present at the time, and the 
messenger pressed for a letter, which was accordingly sent off in a hurry. 
To-day, in a full house, we desire to correct the error, and implore you 
to believe that nothing in any way capable of offending you, was done by 
us intentionally. We all are agreed in acknowledging that we owe 
your majesty all obedience and honour, as our sovereign lord, and as 
patron and founder of this our Corporation. We desire, in conclusion, 
to thaniyou again for your gift 0/' timber for S. Mary's. 
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DoLKMUS plurimum, serenissime princeps ac domine noster metuen- 
dissime, evasiEse diidum tnaniis aliquonim nostraium litleras non 
salis dignas, que vestre celsiiudini tanquam ab hoc corpore pre- 
semareniur, Paueissimi namque pro tempore affuerunt, quorum 
judicio litlere ejusmodi, nuncio magis importune quam opportune 
petenli, tiadiie fuerunt. Hodie nos in majori, ut decuit, numero 
congregati pristinum errorem refellere cupientes, oratam — utinam 
exoralam — vestram majeslatem liia novis litteris facere decrevimus, ut 
nihil per vestram Universitalem nobis consciis factum esse credaiur, 
quod vestram ceiaitudinem in re minima offendere posset, Fateraur 
quidem, et una omnium voce recognosciraus, tantum nos debere 
majestati vestre et subjectionis et honoris, quantum soli uni principi 
ac domino noslro metuendissimo, tanquara patrono et fundatori istius 
celeberrimi corporis debeatur. Quam quidem men tern nostram 
Tecimus, et semper faciemus, divina opitulonte gratia, firmis in 
vestram majeslatem studiis eonfirmari. Ad poairemum, repetendas 
fore siatuimus gratias erga celsitudinem majestatis vestre de lignis 
coneessis ad reparalionem ecclesie principalis dicte Universitatis 
vestre ; sine quibus, et alianim multarum rerum necessariarum adju- 
tnentis, brevi fulurum est ut desit locus, in quo omnes precipui actus 
scolastici in ilia vestra Universitate celebrari honorifice consueverunt : 
quod Deua avcrtat, et concedat celsitudinem vestram diu videre dies 
bonos, ad summum vestre celsitudinis beneplaciium et nostrorum 
I Btadionim, uC speramus, felicissimum incrementum. Datum in domo 

^^^ft»i^r^a/ionit Univtrsilatts vesirt OxonimsU, priiit ntmoi Maias. 

^K thti 



353- 
To the Bishop of Lincoln. 
So greal have been your services la us Ihat there 
and whatever praise or prayer 



I Uvt and 

' these benefits seem weak la express all 
sorry thai a meaning, so entirely misrepresenting 
been put upon the letters lately sent fr< 
a shrewd suspicion that we know the pei 



one whom me 
ive uttered for 
are extremely 
'I feeling, has 
to the King. We have 
In whose judgement we owe 



this distorted view ; and that, had they understood what we wrote, they 
I leould have formed a more ear reel opinion. We very earnestly beg you 
E to endeavour to eounterael, as well as you ean, the injustice done us. 

Ea sunt vestra in nos jam merita, sancie pater Cancellarieque 
[ dignissime, ut quem magis diligamus, aut quem magis veneremur 
I preter vos habeamus neminem. Quicquid enim nos vel laudis vel 
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precis pro vesiris in nos amplissirais meritis effundiinus, dignissim 
Cancellarie, semper nos ipsos minus nostro officio erga veslrant 
sanctam paternitatem fecissc et arbitramur et judieamus. Dolemns 
vehementer, reverende paler, nostras proximas lilteras regie celsitudini 
perlatas in lam iniquam alque alienam noslris menlibus interpreia- 
tionem fuisse exlortas. Conjecturam certe habemus quonim judiciis 
ipse nostre littere commisse relicteque fuerunt : eorum profeclo, qui, 
nisi fallimur, si recte lilteras intellextssent longe veriorem qtiam 
faciunl sententiam edidissent, Hec cum iia sint, vestram reverendam 
dominatlonem, cui plurimum nos ipsos debere falemur, itenim atque 
iterum rogaiam habemus, ul melioribus quibus poicrit modis ingratis- 
simorum interprelum refellat immanitatem. Quam rem si in 
Universilalis decorem vestra sancliiaa effeceril, nos omnes lelilia haud.l 
mediocri afficiet, £t semper valeal vestra sancia palernitas, reverende J 
prestil, ac noster Cancellarie dignissime. Datum Oxonie in noilrt \ 
eongregalionis domo, pridie Jdus Maias. 



I 



354- 

To the same, 
TTure it not a member of our body bul feels the depth of our obligi 
to you: and when we heard of your resignation of our Charuetlorsh^, 1 
we were very sorry that we have nothing io give of greater value Ikon j 
thai office. We do not of course forget our humble position so far 
fatter ourselves that any liltle thing we can offer is worthy of your 
acceptance ; but we have given the best we could. There are some of Ot 
Tntmbers — what tliey aim at we are at a loss to know— whose acHott \ 
hampers us in our dealings with you. We beg you not to take this amisr, 
but to accept kindly the offer of the best TVe have. 

QuoTiENS vestra in Oxoniensem rempubiicam merita magniludinem- 
que beneficiorum cogilamus, Cancellarie dignissime, nemo est in lanto 
regentium cetu, cui respublica Oxoniensis cure est, quin sese vestre 
patemitati devinclissimum esse falealur. Doluimus prorccto vehementer, 
beneficenlissime presul ct Cancellarie, cum primum de vestra resigna- 
tione certiores facti essemus, nihil nos ipso cancellariatus officio majus 
habere, quod vestre paternitati pro taniis vcsiris in nos beneficiia 
conferre possemus. Pulamus nos, ratione habita veslrorum in nos 
beneficiorum, vix aliquam his nostris muneribus graiiam vestre domina- 
tioni referre posse. Non sumus lam nostri immemores, ut nobis 
R. persuadeamus preclarissimis ct immortalibus vesiris erga nos meritis 
nos hac lantula re salisfacere posse. Quod tamen habuimus — ul apud 
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Terenlium — sumnium persolvimus prelium ; qui eisi liberius in hac 
causa cum vestra paternilate^nescimus quorsum aJiquorum nostralum 
mentes tendunt — non agimus, itemm alque iierum veslram clementiam 
rogatam [labemus, ne id egre ferat. Rogamus preterea vestram 
reverendam patemitatem, dignissime Cancellarie, ut hec nostra 
munera, quibus majora non habemus, benigno gratoquc animo 
suscipiat. Dc ceteris omnibus, que reipublice Oxoniensi utilia esse 
videbuntur, isii nostri labellarii vestram reverendam dominaiionem 
certiorem facient. Et semper valeat sancta paternitas vestra, dignis- 
sime presul ci cancellarie. Datum Oxonie in noslre cojigregalionis 
domo, undecirno Kalendas Juntas. 

355- 

To the same. 

Though your tUclion to bt our Chancellor was a most happy one, Ike 
circumstantis which shortly /ollowed, thrratening to rmder it void, were 
very disagreeable to us. Now however a complete change has taken place, 
and those, who before hindered the freedom of our choice, are now most 
anxious Ihat your services as Chancellor should be retained. We now 
have to lay before you two resolutions recently carried ; first, that your 
election was perfectly fair ; and second, Ihat no condition as to residence 
or non-residence was attached, 

Etsi pulcherrima Cuit ipsa electio, in qua vestram patemitatem 
una omnium voce in Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium elcgimus, 
in qua etiam integerrimus omnium amor erga veslram dominationem 
facile perepici potuisset, dignissime presul ; non equa tamen mente 
suscepirous ejusmodi lempora postea esse secuta, in quibus illam 
noslram electionem frusiraium iri arbitrabamur. Alia est profeclo 
jam ratio omnium rerum; quoniam ipsi, qui aniea impedimento 
fucrunt, quominus libcre progredi poiuimus in ea causa quo libebat, 
mutata sententia, quamquam sese quibuscunque in rebus, hac causa 
excepta, vestre domination! paratissimos fore scpenumero profitentur, 
tanto vestre sanciitatis amore incenduntur, ut quanta vestra in Oxoni- 
ensem rempublicam merita exislunt animadvcrtenles, auctorea reiincnde 
vestre paleriiitaiis in oJlicia merito censeantur. Reliquum est igilur 
ut duo, que )!im pridem congregati fecimus, vestre reverende paterni- 
tati proponamus ; cum gratiam illam de non residendo, amota omni 
conditione, esse concessam ; turn veslram dominationem in Universi- 
tatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium pulcherrirae esse electam. Hec cum 
ita sini, rogamus veslram reverendam paternilatem eiiam atque etiam 
ut ipsa eleclio, que nobis omnibus majorem in modum placuil, vestre 
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dominationi placcrc possit. Quod si vestra reverenda palemitas 
hac nostre reipublice orbitate concesscril, sperabimus in brevi fore nt 
nostra respublica jam prope dejecta antiquam, idque vestris auxiliis, 
dignitatem obtineat. Eo namque breviores nostre iillere sunt, quod 
tabellario nostram de eo especlaiionem et opinionem nusquam fallenti 
utimur. Et setnper valeat vestra sancta patemitas, dignissime presul. 
Dnliim Oxonie in nostre congregationU domo, octavo Kaiendas JuUat. 
d. J. L. E. can", nup. el.' 



356- 

From the Bishop of Lincoln. 
// must hoDt been evident to you, thai I resigntd your chancellorship 



my own accord, feeling the duties of the office to be b^<ond my sirtnglk, 
but your urgent entreaties have prevailed with me — or perhaps I should 
say your affection and gratitude oblige me — no longer to refuse the offiee 
unencumbered by any condition, as you now make it: And I hope the 
differences, now happily concluded, will prove of advantage in the future, 
and that the old order may be restored. It would be a great pity that 
hereafter a chancellor should be bound by conditions, only submitted to iy 
one who would rather submit to anything than lose the office, I have 
written a longer letter than I intended when I began; please accept tht\ 
remarks I have made as proceeding from a sincere regard for you. Our 
mutual messenger has exhibited to me the particulars if the oath I took 
a previous occasion. I shall not fad to do my best for the honour 
welfare of your illustrious body. 

QuAMvis animus noster cupidus ut dimiitercmur ab officio, nost 
hac lempestate vires in immensum transcendente, neminem vest 
domini et magisiri prestantissimi, latere tunc poierat, quum 
magistrum Andream earn cessionem ultimo fecimus, ad quam i 
non cogeremur — adeo quidem exuberabant in personam nosti 
vestre gratie multiformes — devicti nunc lamen, quin magis erga 
devincti, ex repetitis obsecrationibus, affectionibus et gratitudinibus 
vestris staluimus lam libere oblatum honorem ulterius non refutare. 
Speramus nihilominus eas, que inierciderant, disceplaliunculas, que, 
siculi jam informamur, firmo et constant! sanioris partis judicio ad 
unam usque scnteniiam et opinionem redigunlur, haud mediocriter 
fuiurorum temporum successibus profuturas, ut in present! hujus 
reipublice prope dejecle '—si vestris verbis ulendum sit— statu, antiqui- 

' i.e., ' itomina Jokanni LincolnUnH Efiscoft Canielhirio Hv/er e/ecto.' 
* direele MS., but cf. preceding epistle, nd fin. 
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talis, que non peccavit, magis memoria habeatur; etsinguli singuloram 
gradus, ita invicem honore prevenienles, suscipiant et exakent, quo- 
modo in tarn preclare Universitatia archivis scriptum, et a doctissimis 
antecessoribus nostris in usum ab evo dcduclum esse cognoscitur. 
Absit ut, propter unius hominis ambitiosi extortam setnel ab isto 
corpore electionem, cuneti succedentes, ii presertim qui neque intradi 
nequG sponte fortassis in officio constitui cuperent, lis conditionibus 
impliciti forenl, quibus ille — etiam si multo illiberal 10 res exlilissent^ 
non tam meruit quam omni mode potius quam cariturus officio voluit 
implicari. Longius in hoc articulo evagatus sum quam aut debui aut 
ab exordio Tacicndum esse insticui: vestras nihilominus caritates 
interpellans, ut sicut hec a nobis gratissimo in vos animo dicta sunt, 
ita omnia in meliorem partem accipere el interpretari dignemini ; 
present! veslro et jam noslro communi labellario fidem in reliquis 
habituri. Ille namqne summam articulonim juramenti, quod alias 
presliiimus, nobis inspiciendam exhibuit. Nos autem nihil omittemus, 
quominus quidquid ad tam preclari corporis omamenlum decusque et 
utilitatem summam Beri oporteal pro viribus exequamur. Atque ita 
feliciler valeiole, probatissimi et doclissimi domini et magistri. Datum 
Bukdene, Icr/io Kalendas Quinlihs. 

I 357'- ^ 

Out experience leaves no room lo douhtyour good-will, or we should 

have muth lo say in support of our present petition. And you have now 

the power as well as the will In help us, so that we do ml hesitate lo 

solicityour help in rebuilding S. Mary's Church, now all but in ruins, 

I and part of which, we expect, must shortly /all. 

I. Si de tua in nos voluntaie dubitaretniis, humanissime magister, quod 

sine nosCro dedecore racere non possumus, cum lete erga rempublicam 

Oxoniensem vinim semjwr humanissimum prebueris, pluribus verbis 

et sup pli cation i bus in hac Oxoniensis reipublice causa ad te uteremur. 

Ilaque tua prestans natura, que potestatem ita jam sibi adjunctam 

I babet ut nobis atque nostre reipublice plurimuin prodesse possit, in 

I cam nos de te opinionem adducit, ut ad te scribcre teque, quotiena 

I 'Opus cril, rogare tiberc possimus. Hec cum ita sint, rogamus te ut 

1 ad eeclesiam Beate Marie, que ruine jam proxima est — in brevi 

[ puiamua fore ui aliqua ejus pars in terram decidai — aliquid conferas, 

I quod ad ejus reparaiionem vel potius reedificationcm conducere possit. 

['Nos sine amicorum auxiliis ad hec onera non sufficimus. Quare si 

I tnum nobis auxilium paraveris, eum tele jam esse ostendes quern 

■ No aadrew. 
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s n&sli — cekbrari 
■:•::-;:..-:: V^ira jim sOlnni atUacU est, Dt mine potfos quarn 

s:: : tki ilid joiScaxiqix poe^ Nos banc nostram 

«LucH«4i loi^K >.»»satieta, aa»tni»nic nobis pfoinias ad uuu cdificia 
per6dcD(b non soSectms aperte pcrs^Hcicntcs, ad nostre Univer- 
siiads ahimno6 amicissimos, inter qnos tele egregium sails prebuisti, 
confuginius. Te igiiui euam atqoe eliam rogamus, humanissime 
doctor, ni nobis aimlio esse veils in aliqao quod ad tale edificium lu 
ipse utile esse judicabis. Volumus tibi persuadeas nihil te nobis 
gratias facere ptosse, quam si nos in hac nostra petitione juveria. 
Qood nt facias nos omnes rogamus. Et semper valeat tua prestanlia, 
litteiatissime doctor. 

359- 

Episcopo LondinensL 
We cannol wrile without pride and Ihankfulntss, when ztie thai of the 
beauli/ul building erected by you here. It « impotsihle to thank you 
sufficiently; let us assure you that we Jeel ourselves bound to you by the 
strongest ties of respectful obedience. We have been informed, from a 
source of unimpeachable veracify, that you prt^ose to present us with some 
very valuable books. If this be so. we offer our heartfelt thanks, and beg 
that the books may be entrusted to Master Richard Filzfames, who is 
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our accredited agent for this purpose, and whom we trust as ourselves. 
The boohs, when we receive them, shall be chained in your new library as 
soon as it is ready to receive them. 

NoN possumus sine precipua quadara exuliatione immortalibusque 
gratiis, quas tue dominationi semper habebimus, de preclarissimis [|iis 
edificiia in Universiiate Oxoniensi ornalissime conslructis, quicquam 
vel scribere vel in medium ferre. Tam sunt equidem laude vel poiius 
admiralione digna ipsa lua beneficia, quibus nos liberalissime afTecisCi, 
lit neminem ex nobis esse putcmus, qui vet laudes vel gratias tanlis 
beneGciis dignas reFeire cogiiareve possit. Reliquum igitur est, presul 
dignjssime, ut quos laniis tuis beneficiis tibi devinsisti, cosdem tue 
patemitaiis observant issimos — id quod verissimum est — seraper fore 
existimes. Multi nos indies ccrtiores faciunt, ipsi profecio, quorum 
fidem et verbo ei re ipsa expertam satis comprobaiamque habemus, 
tete, beneficentissime presu!, tanquani id superioris lui in nos beneficii 
baud suffeclurura pularcs, nonnullos p re I los issimos libros ad nos esse 
daturum. Quod si in nostram Universitalem facere apud te con- 
stiiulum habes, infinitas gratias tue paternitati habebimus ; ctian) 
atque eliam rogantes ui egregius sacre theologie professor, Ricardus 
Fiizjames, quern cque atque nos ipsos et fide et dilectione prose- 
quimur, quemque nostrum procuratorem in suscipiendis libris con- 
slituimus, eos omnes libros habere servareque possit. Ipsi vero 
omnes libri, quum primum ad nos dabunlur, una cum aliis libris, qui 
in aniiqua libraria Universilatis adhuc sunt, in tuam novam librariam 
cathenandi citisslme transferentur ; in perpetuam tui nominis me- 
moriara, perpctuamque — uti speramos alquc rogamus — in celeslibus 

ris mercedcm. Et semper valeal, &c. Quintus hlus Octolres. 
360'. 
To the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Our obligation to you for past favours is greater than to any one 
living ; and, were not our present need of a kind peculiarly to appeal to 
your charily, we should feel ourselves guilty of importunity in mailing 
this application. S. Mary's Church, in which from the earliest times 
our solemn acts — so often graced by your presence — have been held, is in 
the last stage of dilapidation ; and, the parishioners being so poor as to be 
without the means of helping, the duly of rebuilding it falls upon us, 
if we would maintain the character of the University. Vet our own 
' No addreis, but apparenlly to the Archbithop of Canterbar]'. 
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t an Tfty smaJI, exhausted by the expeme of the new school, 
anJl hy ikt dminutioH of our income from fees, so few men of rank or 
tmtlfJi naas presenting themselves for graduation. We b^, therefore, 
jvur assistance. 

QvoTtKSS vestra amplissitna in Oxonienscm rempublicam bcneficia, 
quibus run antea cumulatUsime affecisii, nobis in mentetn veniunt 
— veniunt ccrte frequentissime— tan turn nos vestre reverendissime 
patermtali debere judicamus, quantum nemini morlalium nos debere 
apenissime faiemur. Qui, cum lanta vestra in nos beneficia esse per- 
BpicJAmus, Ut eisdem beneficiis usque in hunc hodiernum diem nostram 
rempublicam conservatam esse put emus, vix possumus quicquam 
«, aliud beneficium sine labe quadam procacitatis aique imporiunilatis 
a vestra presiantissima palerniiate deposccre. Hanc tamen nostram 
c&ii$am ita cum honesiate adjunctam speraraus, ut arcliipresuletn dig- 
nissimum liberal issimumque facile ad prestanda benelicia excitare 
aique inflammare posset. Causa hec est, archipresul dignissirae. 
Ecclesia Beate Marie Universitatis Oxoniensis, ubi solennes actus 
nostre Universitatis a nostris niajoribus semper bactenus consucvenint 
celcbrari, quos quidem nostros actus vestra rcverendissima palernilas 
presentia frequenter bonoratiorcs esse fecit, lanta temporis vetustate 
atque debilitate conficitur, ut neminem recte judicantem conspicimus, 
qui earn mine .proximam esse non censeat. Parocbiant vero illius 
ecclesie tam sunt exiles ct jejuni, ut ab aliis opes exigere quam ad 
hoc edilicium aliquas suas conferre malint. Nos tgilur, nisi majoribus 
noslris dissimiles esse volumus, hoc onus edificandi in decorem Uni- 
versitatis non possumus recusare. Cum tamen de nostris pecuniis 
numerandis cogitamus — paucissime namque sunt — turn propter novas 
sacre theologie scholas, non paucis nostris sumptibus, non parva arte 
laboratas atque constructas, turn propter paucitatem dignissimonim 
vironim ad gradus admitiendorum, per quos Universitas nostra opibus 
affluentior eHiceretur, parochianos illos nullis opibus superare videmur. 
Bogamus igitur atque humiliter imploramus vestram reverendissimam 
dominationem, archipresul prestantissime, quatenus aliqua ad hec 
nostra edi5cia vestra beneficia esse possint. Nulla nobis in omni vita 
res magis optata erit, quam ut vestram dignissimam paternitaiem 
Unta in nos contulisse beneficia omnis nostra posteritas admirando 
aique benedicendo congaudeat, &c. Undecimo Kalendas Sepieotbrcs. 
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361. 

Domino EUensi. 

Though 1V1 can plead no services rendered, for which we might be so 
hold as to ask some acknowledgement in return, yet the subject of our 
present petition is of a kind to enlist the sympathy and kindle the charity 
of every good man and worshipful father of the Church. We think, 
too, that the learning we are happy to know you possess may give us 
some claim to your consideration. The church of S. Mary the Virgin, 
the centre of our academical life, is a mere ruin, aiui must be wholty 
rebuilt, except perhaps the slone walls ; and, as our nuans are altogether 
insufficient, we ask the aid of the wealthy and learned, among whom you 
m^re conspicuous, 

■ Etsi nostra erga tuam reverendam patemitatem officia ejusmodi 
antea non fuerint, que nos ad magnum aliquod beneficium in nostram 
rempublicam Oxoniensem abs lua reverenda patemitaie presiandum 
audences satis facereni, earn [amen honestaiem in causa de qua jam 
scribimus esse putamus, ut facile optimum quemque virum presulemque 
dignissimum suaplc nalura ad prestanda beneficia incendere posset, 
Quam rem tue palernitaii ideo patefaciendam esse duximus, quod te 
litteratissimum doctorem presulemque dignissimum atque liberal- 
issimum esse, id quod nobis vehementer est gratum, compertum 
habemus. Rogamus igitur te, doclissime pater presulquc dignissime, 
ut banc nostram causam gratam tibi esse veils. Tam est inveierata 
ecclesia Beate Marie in nostra Univcrsitate Oxoniensi, in qua actus 
scholasticos in omni facultate lanta tcmporum longitudine nostti 
majores celebrarunt, ut ipsa quoque ecclesia prope casura esse viile- 
atur. Hanc utique ccclesiam, si ejusmodi in ea actus in postcrum 
celebrare volumus, propter suam vetuslalem non modo in aliqua ejus 
parte csiruere, verum totam ipsam ecdesiam, lapideos tanlummodo 
muros escipimus, de novo cdificare necesse erit. Videmus insuper 
nostras opes ad hec ediUcia perfecte ponenda baud esse sutTecturas. 
Quarc viros prestantissimos atque docrissimos, quorum facile primus 
es, nostris lilteris bac in causa rogalos habere instituimus. Rogamus 
te igitur, dignissime presul, ut tua in Oxoniensem rempublicam bene- 
ficia ea jam esse possint, que tuum ctiam post banc vitam nomen 
reviviscere faciant. Quidquid enim in nos benclicii conluleris accep- 

I tissimum gralissimumque nobis eriu 
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362. 
Episcopo Wintoniensi. 

Vour hand has ever been ready to help us, and we never needed that 
help more than at this time ; so much so thai we are sure, if we Jo net 
nm! maki known our needs to wealthy laymen and prelates, we shall 
afterwards regret our silence, and all wise men will wonder ai our 
neglect. Vou htaw how crowded are the assemblies and how distin- 
guished by the presence of the great, at inceptions and other solemn 
occasions, in S. Mary's Church. The building is now so ruinous from^ 
age that we are afraid to enter it when the weather is stormy, and h 
parishioners being very poor and unable to help, we shall have to rebuild, 
ourselves. We invite, then,your charitable aid, and such a contribtdio^ 
as beseems your high estate for the performance of a work worthy to 
held in everlasting remembrance. 
I 14S8. Tametsi vesCra in Oxoniensem rempublicam beneficia paratissima 

semper antehac fuisse nos ipsi scimus. quare perennes immortalesque 
gratias vestre dominationi semper habebimus, presul dignissime ; ille 
tamen jamdiu temporum conditiones invaluerunt, que nos vestra in 
Oxoniensem rempublicatn beneficia crcbris desitleriis implorare faciunU 
Quod si viros presianlissimos patresque dignissimos, inter quos 
vestram paternitatem excellentissimam potentissimamque cognovimus, 
nostris lilteris pro habendo aliquali auxilio ro^atos non haberemus, in. 
brevi putaremua fore ut nos, cum non pauca sapienlium virorum 
admiratione, id non fecisse, et primum et plurimum peniteret. Res 
hcc itaque est, prestantissime presul, pro qua has nostras lilteraa 
veatre patemiiati miltere inslimimus. Credimus vestram mentem non 
Fot 158 b. facile posse preterire, quanta solemnitate quantaque dignissimorum 
virorum frequentia actus in nostra Universiiate Oxoniensi, idque in 
ecclesia Beate Marie, semper hactenus celebrati sunt. Hec profeclo 
ecclesia tanta jam tignorum ceterorumque, sine quibus nulla edificia 
diu firma stabiliaque esse possunt. veluslate alTecia est, ut ingredi- 
entes, procellarum saliem lemporibus, ilia sua veiustate terreal fre- 
I quenter. Hanc nos ulique ecclesiam — parochiani multum tenues sunt 

^^H — ut in ea ad deeorem Universitalis consueti actus in postcrum cele- 

^^H breniur, rcfidificemus oportct. Hinc est, egregie presul, quod vestram 

^^H paternitatem jam rogatam habemus, quatenus aliquod ad bujus ccclesie 

^^^ construe tioncm vesira nobiiitate dignum conferre velit. Quod si 

fecerilis, rem perpetuo memoratu dignam, Ojtoniensi reipublice uLilem, 
nobisque vehemeiner desideratam profecio facieiis. 
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r* 363. 

Episcopo Exoniensi. 

Relying upon your generosity rather than any merits of our own, we 
hesitate not to make our petition, in the hope that il will meet with your 
favour. Our Church of S. Mary the Virgin, to which so many men 
front all parts of the world resort, la see the granting of degrees, and 
allend at the inception of masters—which have been there held from time 
immemorial — is in so ruinous a stale that it is dangerous io enter il in 
stormy weather. Our members are men of narrow nuans, but anxious 
to avoid the impending disaster ; we therefore beg that you will contribute 
towards the rebuilding a sum worthy of your exalted position, and 
thereby al once secure for your name an undying remembrance, and 
embellish the buildings of the University. 

Etsi nullo unquam tempore nostra in te merita tanla fuerunt aut 1488. 
esse potuerunt, djgnissime presul, ut lua item in nos beneficia jure 
aliquo nostri superioris meriti vindicare possemus; in tua tamen 
bcnigniiale alque humaniiate maRis quam in nostris meritis fisi, non 
vcremur aliqiiid abs lua paleniitate exposcere : hoc ante omnia 
rogantes, ui hec nostra causa, vel petitio potius, grata tibi esse possil, 
Quam ut paucis nos expediaraus, banc esse scito. Ecclesia lieate 
Marie in Oxonia, ad quam non pauci totius orbis terrarum viri 
sepenumero accedunt, cum ad nonnullas omnium facultatum admis- 
siones vidcndas, tum ad magistrorum inceptiones, que ibi honoralissime 
noBtrorum majonim institulo hacienus celebrate sunt, tanta temporis 
longitudine inveterata est, ut de ruina citissime futura — quod absil — 
multum Buspccta esse videatur. idque in tempeslatum lemporibus, que 
ecclcsiam illam instabilem vaciljantcmque reddunt. QuDcirca nos liec 
nostra damna immitieniia prevenire amovereque cupicnies, magis- 
trorum insuper facultatum ' mediocritatem nobiscum consideranlea, 
rogamus luam paiernitatem eliam aique etiam, ut aliquid nobis lanlam 
ediiicii curam subeunlibus tanto patre dignum concedatur. Nihil ad 
tui nominis immorialilalcm noslreque Universitaiis decorem magis 
conducere posse arbitrabimur. Id volumus tibi persuadeas, dignissimc 
presul, qualiacumque tua in nos beneficia erunt, nos orancs tue prestan- 
lissime paternitatis amantissimos semper fore. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
NovHHiNT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russell, Univer- 1488. 
silatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Johannem Huscy et Petrum Casley, 
' Jmultatem MS, 
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ejuadem procuratores, recepisse ct habuissc, die confectionis presendum, 
de Abbaie et conveniu de Ensham in eomitalu Oxoniensi sedecim 
solidos ocio denarios sterlingorum bone et legalis inonete Anglie, in 
partem solutionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universiiati per 
prefalum Abbaiem et conventum debile t De quibus quidem fatemur 
nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus 
per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in nosire con- 
voeaitonis domo, anno rt-gni regis Henrici septtmi post conqtustum quarto, 
duodecimo die memii Dccembris. 



364 ■• 

Right honorabill and worshiprull Sir, we comend us hartili to yoa. 
For as moch as we, by th' trew assertion and affermation of right 
worshipfull men, oftlymes have herd of your goode and vertuus dis- 
position, 35 yn helpyng all suche which have neede of socure and 
ajde ; we be the more bold to desyre that of you, which not only 
shuld be to owre profile but allso very meritorys to you. It is so, 
a. right worshipfull Sir, that ih' chirch of our Lady yn Oxonford, where 
th' actus of our Universite yn Ccason wtowte' have be solemnysyed 
and kepte, is fall yn to dekey ; and ys so ruynowse that il most be 
new bilded. We, consideryng our ynsutTyciency of mony and sluflT, 
bee necessitat to desire such frendis as we have and trust to have. 
Wee therefore yn most hartyest wise desyre and pray you that it may 
lyke you sumwhat to doo for us in this our neede and desire. What- 
soever il shall please you to yeve to the byldyng of this our chirch it 
shal be very accepie to us and to your grete raeryle, as we trust yn 
godd; who preserve you long to his pleasure. 

365. 

Magistro R. Scherbom. 

Four eonslaiil desire lo be p/ service lo the Utiivfrsily has a/wnys betn 
a great satiif action to us, and we cannot but express our thankfulness that 
your success in iifc has put you in a position enabling you to give us 
substantial assistance. Doctor Fittjames has lately reported your htne- 
volent and unsolicited purpose of assisting us, in a measure such as few 
beside yourself could afford. None are better acquainted with our 
circumstances than yourself ; we hcg therefore that your donation may be 
such as will cause your memory to be cherished among us. 

' No addreiB. * Sgrncthlog appears ta be omitted here, but tlierc is no 

lacuna ID the MS. 
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Etsi nobis gratum vehementer fuit quod Oxoniensi reipublice 
semper prodesse studuisU, humanissime magister, lamen non pos- 
sumus non confiteri affici nos jam maximis gaudiis, quod in ilium jam 
vinim evasisti, pro cujus meritis ipsa respublica, si loqui possel, infiniias 
immortalesque gratias in brevi esse! habitura. Nos equidem nobiscum 
diu multumque cogitavimus fore ut is esses tandem, qui Oxoniensem 
rempublicam plurimum juvare posses, Neque nostra jam de te ex- 
pcctatio nos fallit. Nam benefaciendi potestatem tibi optimo falo 
coUalam esse compertum habemus, ui quibus velis benefacere possis. 
Cum primum de tua in nos voluntate quinto Kalendas Aprilea cer- 
tiores fact! essemus per reverendum virum dominum doctorem Fizih- 
james, non erat facile cogiiaiu quanta letitia universus cetus Oxoniensis 
afficiebatur. Is talia in nos tele, idque tua sponCe, facturum esse 
dixerat, qualia paucos in hac tua elate extra te fecisse beneficia ipsa 
dectarabunt. Nemo est qui te uno Oxoniensis reipublice statum 
melius novit. Rogamus te igiiur, humanissime raagister, etiam alque 
eiiam ut talia tua in earn beneficia esse possint, que immorlali talis 
nomen tibi allalura sint. £t vale, &c. 

Sigillale nuit littete procuiatoiie eldem pro scolis jorlE coniuiicl el civilis sub 
fbima sup«nu!i sciiplii. 

366. 

Hagistro Hawardayn, Decano ecclesie Beate Harie 

'de arcubus' Londoniis. 
Wc have a/wqyt regarded you as a friend to Iht University, and Ihere- 
fare art the more surprised at the issue of cHations from your court to 
divtrt of our scholars and academical officers, since our privities expressly 
make any such citations invalid ; and those who procure them are not only 
liable to penalties in such case provided, but are to be held as violators of 
the said privileges. In pursuance whereof we have imprisoned a certain 
John Wryght, not however at the request of those to whom his citations 
were issued, but because he has violated our privileges. We have only to 
add that it remains wilhyou to prevent the recurrence of such difficulties 
iff refusing to issue these cilaiions m future. 

Venesabili viro, &c. Eisi nullo unquam tempore illam de le 
exist! mationem habere piotuimus, quin quod oplJme meritus de re- 
publica Oxoniensi semper esses, iiiteratissime doctor, miramur tamen 
tales ad nos his diebus cilationes a lua curia adversum quosdam turn 
ex scolaribus turn ex nostris servieniibus allatas esse contra nostra 
Btaiuta et privilegia. Ejus equidem nature sunt que habemua privi- 
legia, ut quoscumque citationes, contra aliquem vel scolarem vel 
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scolaribus servicnlem adquisitas, nullius momenti aut roboris esse 
permitlant. Quod si procuranles citationes, quod jam (it, reperianlur, 
merito prcler penam ex nostris siatutis in hac parte delinquenies 
infiictam, eorumdcm nostrorum p rivilegio rum viol alores censendi sunt. 
Nos igitur jamdudum quendam Johannem Wryght, super citationum 
procuratione alque acquisitionc contra nostra slatula et privilegia,- 
culpa dignissimum judicantes, tanquam nostrorum privilegiorura 
violaiorem carceribus mandavimus. Nos non processimus ad illius 
correctionem vicli precibus tunc ad ejus instanlias citatorum, verum 
quia nostra siatuia et privilegia violare attemptarat. Rem omnein 
habt-'s, humaniasime doctor. Id abs te apprime rogamus, ut nostra 
statuta nostraque privilegia salva et illesa esse veils, quod non dubita- 
bimus fore si citationes ad nos perferii non pemiiseris. £t vale. 
Ultimo die mmm Aprilis. 

367- 

Domino Lincolniensi Cancellario. 

Our lack of means ahnc has for a long time prevented us from laying 
the foundations of the schools of Canon Law ; and now, trusting partly 
to your great liberality, and partly to the aid of sympathizing friends, 
vx have commenced with a set (fmm who will do the work quickly emd 
well. We should like to have your approval at the beginning, and being 
confident of the completion, we shall hope the building will remain a 
credit to your memory in lime to come. 

Etsi nostrarum facultalom tenuitas longo jam intervallo imptedi— 
memo fuit quominus ad scolarum juris canonict ponenda fundamenta 
audenter satis nos ipsos conferre potuimus, dignissime presul preslan- 
tissimeque Cancellarie, jam tamen, partim tue tiberalitali, que certe 
maxima est, partim vero aiiorum prestaniium, qui in conserx'anda 
atque augenda nostra repubiica pari fere nobiscum cura afficiuntur, 
auxiliis fisi, ipsas scolas succincta atque ornata ariificum manu 
aggressi sumus. Quod si nostrum studium in initio tantorum edifi- 
ciorum luis auxiliis probatum iri videbimus, spcrabimus fore ut ipsa 
edilicia, quorum finis baud nobis pertimescendus est. tui nominis immor- 
talitatem in eierna secula paritura sint. In hanc modo reipublice causa 
scntentiam omnes una impellimur, apprime tuam reveren diss imam 
dominationem rogantes, ut optimum nostre reipublice parentem ipsa 
respublica tete semper habere possit. Et semper valeat tua reverenda 
patcmitas, dignissime presul et cancellarie. Datum Oxonie in nostre 
rongregationis dome, tertio Nonas Maiai. 
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368. 
Hagistro Sherborn. 

The confirmation of our privileges kai'ing been the subject of debate in 
our congregation, and the King's metsage on the subjecl^procnrcd by 
Doctor Fitsjames — -having been read, it was resolved to ask you to 
undertake the necessary business. If you will add this to your great 
previous services, you will very greatly oblige us, and we think the Clerk 
^ thi Hanaper will be very ready lo grant anything you request of him. 

Ci'M primum de nostromm privilegionira confirmatione Kalendis 
Mails in nostro senatu niteremur, cumque regium scriplum eadem in 
causa, induslria venerabilis viri egregiique doctoris fyzthjames acqui- 
situtn, coram eo in senaiu ostenderelur, queslio publiee facia esi, quia 
ex nostris amicts lalxires lante rci conficiende in se suscipereC. 
Tandem vero unanimi nostromm rcgeniium consensu postulalutn 
atque rogatum est, ut ad te nostre littere ad istos labores suscipicndos 
scribcrentur. Te igilur his nostris litteris etiam alque etiam rogatum 
babemus, bcneGcenlissimc magisler, ut ad superiora aique maxima 
tua in nostram rempublicam beneficia id jam posiulati aique rogati 
muneris et beneficii accedere possiL Credimus namque magisirum 
Willelmum Smyth, clericum hamperii, cui hoc regium scnplum per te 
afTern cupimusi, omnia pelenti tibi esse concessumm libentissime. 
Quod si eidem persuadere velis, ut nostra privilegia quam primum 
conGrmentur, rem nobis omnibus quam gmtissimam certe feceris. £t 
■emper vakat tua gra^-itas, humanissime magister. Datum Oxonit in 
nosire congregalionis domo, quarto Nonas Maias. 

369- 
To Master William Smyth. Fol. 159 b. 

Having inatrred great risks from the confirmation of our privileges 
not having been as yet obtained, we have resolved to ask the assistance of 
our most sincere friends in obtaining it; and naturally apply to you 
first ; both because you have always supported us, and also because 
you have much influence in this matter. If you will help us^you will do 
Ut a service unsurpassed for many years. 

Hl'haniss[ho alque prudentissimo viro, magistro Willelmo Smyih, 1488. \ 
derico hamperii meritissimo, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis 
tiniversusque cetus magisirorum regcntium in eadem salutem plurimam 
dicunt. Cogilantibus frequenter nobis de nonnullis periculis, que jam 
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perpessi sumus, proptcrea quod nostra privilegia confirmation is robore 
caruerant; tandem visum est ad Oxoniensis reipublice amantissimoa 
viros pro eorumdein privilegiorura confirmatione esse fugiendum ; ad 
tcque in primis, turn quod nosire reipublice amantissimus ' semper 
exliusti, lum quod nos hac in causa lua auctorilale plurimum juvare 
poles. Si igitur nostram expeciationcm, quam de tc semper habuimus, 
in confirmandis nostris privilegiis non fallis, rem nobis nostreque rei- 
publice longe omnium gratissimara atque optatissimam procul dubio 
fades. Non potest hac in causa tua diligentia luumque confinnandi 
studium non gratissimum nobis probari. Qui, si accepto regis scriplo, 
tete ad nostrorum negotiorum' celerem expeditionem receperis, rem 
Unlatn in nostram rempublicam ipsum Ce contulisse existimabimus, 
quantam vix alius quisquam niultos jam annos dederit. Vale. 



37° • 

four e.xhihilimis and oilier many bentfaclions, lo mabii scfiohrs fo 
contmue ihtir studies, have been so liberaUy granted, Ihal we should 6t 
ashamed lo ask /or further help uitless it were for very weighty reasoni. 
The school of Canon Law is in so miserable a stale thai it can be called 
a building no longer; and in fact we have no place in which the ordinary 
lectures may be held ; we therefore beg, and hope, that you will receive 
and read our teller with indulgence, for we are compelled to ask the kelp 
of the wealthy and great, among whom you hold the highetl place. Tht 
work is already begun, and, if you will help us to complete it, you will Bt 
doing an act worthy of your name now, and of grateful rememhratKt 

Etsi tua erga rempublicam Oxoniensem benelicia, turn scolaribus 
studentibus religiosis exhibitionem conferendo, turn aliis nostre Uni- 
versitatis scolaribus. frequenter amplissimls donis ad litterarum studia 
continiianda afficiendo paratinsima semper fuerunt, reverende pater, 
adeo certe ut nobis dedecori esset amplius sine justissima causa aba 
tua reverenda dominatione vel rogare vel expectare ; ea tamen causa 
sese nobis obtulit, que nos tuam dominalionem jam eiiam atque etiarn 
pelenles etiam rogantes ab omni imporlunitale iiberare videlur. 
Hujusraodi namque nostra est '', ut non modo ad tuam prestantiam 
verum etiam ad aliorum prestantissimorum dominorum, quorum certe 
primus es, liberalitatem fugere impellimur. Quare si te, uti speramus, 
ad nostras litteras perlegendas alque exaudicndas receperis, non solum 

* amantiisimus repealed MS. ■ No aililreia. ' amdilio or causa drop]>ed 
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privalis hominibus imo reipublice Oxoniensi tcte prodesse scias. 
Tanta enim antiquilate afficiunlur ipse scole noslre Universitatis, in 
quibus lecliones ordinarie juris canonici ' audiloribus hactenus semper, 
aliquot annis exceptis, minislrari alque ' legi sclent, ut non scole aut 
domus, sed locus omni domo vel manso privalus alque vacuus merilo 
jam dici posse L Nos vero in nostrorum amiconim liberal iiaie 
confidentes, novamm scoiarum conslruclionem rcgdificationemque 
aggredimur. Si igilur lua reverenda dominatio aliquid ad istarum 
scoiarum reedificationem conferre velit, rem lua dominatione atque 
perpetuo memoratu dignam, Oxoniensique reipublice vehemenler 
oplalam alque gratam profccto Tacies. Quanta vero pelendi necessi- 
tate afGcimur, noster tabellarius facile declarabit, cui rogamus hac in 
causa fidem dederia. QuitUo Idus Mai'as. 

IF 
I To Master William Spekyngton. 

I'our TclaUom with us have ever been imh thai there it no room 
■fir doubt of your readitxtss to help in anything for the benefit of the 
'University; and of this nature is the rebuilding of the school of Canon 
Laiv, We need not tell you, whose eyes have seen it during your 
rttidence here, that the condition of the building is such that il has not 
iten capable of being used for many years. We hope you will give us 
something, from the store with which fortune has blessed you, to enable 
us lo remedy a stale of things but little to our credit. 

DiscRHTO viro nobisque plurimum dilecto, magislro Willelmo 

Spekj'ngton, in utroque jure graduato benemcrito, Cancellarius Uni- 

veraitatis Oxoniensis universusque cetus magistrorum regencium in 

eadem salutem plurimam dicunt. Non possumus persuadere nobis, 

humanissime magister, propter maximum tuum in Oxonienscm rem- 

publicam amorem, quem te semper habuisse non paucis argumentis 

experti sumus, quin te quacunque in causa, que Oxoniensi reipublice 

profulura est, libere uli possumus ; atque eo cum majore fiducia ad 

te has nostras litteras consignamus, quod tele in noslram rempublicam 

amaniissimum humanissimumque semper anlehac prebueris. Scimus 

^^K non latere te, imo frequenter vidisse, cum litterarum studio in Uni- 

^^H versitate esses deditus, quanta vetustate scole juHs canonici afllce- 

^^H reniur: tanta eerie ul non ibi ordinarie lecliones jus canonicum 

^^H ttudentibus mulios jam annos legereninr. Quod quidem nobis non 

^^H jnediocri dedecori aliquamdiu fuit. Nos vero tandem hoc ipsum 

^^^H canomii MS. * tuque ib. 
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dedecus amolum esse cupientes, ipsnrum scolanim construclionc 
jamdudum sumus aggressi. Quod si aliquid de his, que tibi fortuna 
concesserit, ad istarum scolanim renovaiionem conferre velis, rem 
Osoniensi reipublice non minus gratam quam abs le expectatam tete 
contulisse scias. Quo in statu respublica Osoniensis est noster . 
tabellarius te certiorem faciei. Vale, humanissime magister, Quinl9:m 
Iclus Maias. I 

Acquittance of Osney Abbey- i 

NovERiNT universi per prescntes nos, Johannem Russell, Lincolni- 
ensem episcopum el Utiiversitatis Oxoniensis Canceilarium, et magis- 
tram Johannem Husey et Pelram Casley, procuratores ejusdem, 
recepissc et habuisse, die confectionis prese um, de Abbate i 
convenlu de Oseney, viginti sex solidos et octo denarios sterlingorumtJ 
De quibus quidem viginii sex solitiis et octo denariis falemur nos csse^ 
soluios, el COS inde acquieiatos per presentes sigillo nostro signal 
Datum in nosire congregalionis domo, vUtsimo quarto die mensis ApriHt^M 
anno regni rrgis Henrici sepHmi post conquestum quarto. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russell, Lincolni- 
ensem episcopum et Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et magisiros 
Johannem Husey et Petrum Casley, procuratores ejusdem, recepisse 
et habuisse, die confectionis preseniium, de Abbate et convenlu c 
Eynsham, qutnquaginta duos solidos sterlingorum : De quibus quia- 
quaginta duobus solidis fatemur nos esse soluios, et eos inde ac- ^ 
quieiatos per presentes sigillo nostro signatas. Data in noslre\ 
congregationis domo, vicesimo quarto die memis Aprilis, anna regitiA 
regis Henrid scptimi post conquestum quarto. 

372'. 

1 medicine, greatly desired fy students, are, 1 
t/je new library ; and they are the fir U I 
donation received there. We rejoice very much in this your splendid gift, 
and still more in the grace God has given you ; diiposiiig you to give 
your riches to the poor while you live, I'ou have put your treasure in 
Christ's hands ; and, when you have slept your sleep, you will find it in 
your own. Let us not weary you with a long letter, but say only that 

' There is aa title or addieEa in the MB., so tlial we are ignorant of the ni 
this liencfactor. In epistle 359 we read Ihat ihe liiahup of London propo 
niake a donation of this description, but the style of this epistle, beginniog; 
' Carisiimr noster alumnt! seems too familial to be used in addressjnE «o great I 
a pi-rsoniEe. 
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our fryers shall ml fail for your heallh and long life, if that be good 
for you ; and thai, after your departure, we shall ceUbraU your obsequies 
and say mass for ike repose of your soul. 

Carissime noster alumne, nos, Cancellarius universique magistri 
regentes, satutem tibi plurimam aSeclamus in Domino. Accepimus 
a lua caritale Iriginta libros, et unum de roedicina, eleclissimos et 
a studiosis viris maxime desideratos. Fecimus tiaque voluntatem 
tuara, quandoquidem sunt firmissime caihenati in nova nostie Uni- 
versilalis libraria; que eos maxima quadam graiulatione proplerea 
suscepit, quod sunt primicie omnium librorum quos susceptura est, 
Fatemur plane, vir oplime, nos plurimum gaudere de tarn magnifico 
dono, quod liberaliier nobis dedisii; sed multo masime libi gratulamvir 
de celesti dono gratie, quo tibi Deus misericord iter donavit. Ex te 
enim non est sed ex dono gratie, quod vivens tuis manibua distribuis 
bona tua pauperibus; qui te, sicut speramus, in eterna habitacula 
ducenl. Ex Dei gratia est, quod slatuisli non relinquere aJienis 
divicias tuas, nee esse de eorura numero, qui dormlerant somnum 
suum et nihil invenerunt in manibus suis. Et quare in manibus suis 
nihil invenerunt ? profecto quia in manu Chrisii nihil posueruni. Tu 
ergo prudenter ponis thesauros tuos in manu Christi, ut cum dormieris 
somnum tuum aliquid in manibus tuis invenias. At quid inveniesP 
Revera non divicias hujus secuh periluras, quas nunc pauperibus 
distribuens in manu Christi ponis, sed divicias cell etemas, quas tunc 
in manu tua Chrislus reponet. Cum ergo dormieris somnum tuum, 
non invenies nihil in manibus tuis, imo manus plenas invcmes. Sed 
ne epistola nimium longa te molestet, finem paucis concludemus. 
Hanc pro tuis erga nos maximis meriiis vicissiludinem promiitimua : 
deprecaturi sumus Deum assidua oratione ut tibi, si expedit, salutem 
aique longiusculam vitam largtatur ; sin vero ab hac vita decesseris, 
exequias el missam pro tue anime salute celebrabimus. Et feliciler 
vivas et oplime valeas. 

^373• 
From Master W. Spekyngtoa. 
I learn from your lelkr, and from vjhal your messenger lells me, hoiv 
great are your expeclalions of assistance from me ; and I wish it wert 
in my power to satisfy them, for I know that I owe you more than I can 
repay ; and, if I had the means, would gladly use them to adorn our 
University. That you may not, however, think I do not duly consider 
your request, 1 will do something to kelp. Master Asshelun, who lenowt 
my iHlentions, shall inform you of the particulars. 
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NoN possum quin apertissime inlelligam, lum es veslris hiimanis*' 
simia lilteris turn ex vestro tabellario, qui vestro nomine non paucz 
mecum verba de Oxonicnsi republica jamducium conlulit, quanta 
vestra de me expectalio est ut prosim Oxoniensi reipublice. Utinam 
possem ipsi vestre expectationi, quam de me habetis, amplissimis 
beneficiia saiisfacere. Scio me longe plura veslris revereniiis aique 
vestre reipublice dcberc, quam re ipsa exercere atque probare possim. 
Quod si tantis opibus abundarem, at possem vestram rempublicam in 
aliquo ornaiiorem reddere, facerem libenter quod et dominadonibua 
vestris gratum et Oxoniensi reipublice vehementer utile esseL Ne 
tamen vestram petitionem nuUitis apud me ponderis fuisse jure 
existimare possetis, aliqualiter vestram rempublicam beneficiis aSiciam. 
Quanta el qualia erunt, magister Robertus Asshetun, cui me loium tn 
hac causa patefeci, vestras reverentias certiores faciei. Et semper 
valete, Ititeratissimi domini mei. Raptim, Wdlia seplimo dicimo 
Kaltndas Junii. W. Spekyngton. 

374- 

From the Bishop of Lincoln. 

Your letUr has been long on the road ; hence Ihe delay in my rtfdj/tS 
I approve the cemmencemeni of the building, and as I wa4 one of /lif 
first to mme in the matter, so I ihall not, please God. he behind the oil 
who are so readily giving their contributions for the School of Canen.' 
Law. I'ou can do as you think best about Ihe money, now lying readf 
at Oxford: either lake it now, or wail for that, and other busineta 
pending, until I come ; which, God helping me, I ^hall do soon cfler 
Whitsunday. 

Serd, undecimo Kalendas Junii, venerunt in manus meas liltere 
vestre de daio tertio nonas Maias ; que quidem mora vecture causam 
prestilit quare ipsis ciitus reaponsum non sil. De aggressu edifica- 
lionis scolarura juris canonici, que vestrarum lilterarum ejusmodi 
materia precipua est, laudo diligendam omnium eorum, qui ad rem 
ipsam coniribuere dignabuntur. Et nos, qui aliquid inter prJmos 
desuper locuti sumus. per Dei graliam non inveniemur postremi. la 
vestra opiione simm crit an pecuniam promissam, que Oxoniis 
prompta est, veliiis ante nostrum istuc appulsura numeratam vobis 
in id opus accipere, an super omnibus expectare adventum nostrum, 
qui, Domino auxilianle, non eril diu pc^sl Pentecosten proielatus. 
Alque ita valete, doctissimi et amantissimi viri. Hoc mane ex Regali 
collcgio Cantabrigie, ubi nonni)iil cure impresentiarum nostris liumeris 
imponitur. Deeimo Kalendas funii. Johannes Lincolniensis. 
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375- 

To the Bishop of Lhicohi. 

// would 6c very ungrale/ul in us not lo fxfTtss the very great 
pleasure your most kind letter has given us ; both because it clearly shows 
that your kindness to us exceeds our expectations, ami also because we 
shall now soon have you in Oxford. We sknuld prefer lo wait for the 
money until you arrive; and we h<^e that then others, stimulaied by 
your presence and noble example, will likewise offer some help. 

Magnam nobis imo verius maximam leiitiam aHulerum quam 
gratissime tue ad nos jamprideTD liitere, dignissime presul pre- 
siantissimeque Cancellarie; lum quod nostras omnes cogiiationes 
tuis officiis, tuis, inquam, immortalibus beneficiis, lete vicisae de- 
clararunl, turn maxime quod tuam reveren diss imam prestantissimam- 
que dominalionem Oxoniam versus, non diu post Penlecosien, iter 
habituram esse significarunt. Hec mique iia nobis grata atque 
optata sunt, ut utroque nos non plurimum leiari esse vehementer 
iniquum faleamur oporieai. Habemus itnmoriales gratias, quas 
uiinam tuc dignissime paternitati pro amplissimis optimisque in 
rempublicam beneficiis referre possemus. Nos in hac 
sumus, ut nihil de pecuniis agatur quoad tuam dominatinnem 
IS quidera Tore ui, qui luam in Oxoniensem rem- 
rm cognorint, aliquid eltam auxilii, presenlis 
lemplo permoti, sua spontc ferant. Et semper 



viderimus. Speram 
publicam liberalitai 
opiimique patron i i 
valeat lua, &c. 



376'- 



Though we have often experienced your liberality, and feel that we can 
'ler be sufficiently grateful, ytt our duty towards our Universify, as 
dear lo you from your childhood as lo ourselves, emboldens us to trouble 
you with this letter. Our anxieties have been many and great ; first 
about the school of theology, at last completed by the liberality of the late 
bishop of London ; and now about the school of Canon Law, already 
commenced. We think ourselves justified in asking the aid of our most 
illustrious sons, and therefore write lo you among the first ; and request 
you to give a favourable hearing to Doctor Fitzjames who will explain 
our circumstances. 

£tsi vestram in Osoniensem rempublicam liberaliiatem quam 

nuutimam frequenter antehac fuisse comperium habemus, doctissimi 

firi, quare vos sem]>er immorialibus graliarum aclionibus, veslris 

' No lillc. 
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merits id exigenlibus, prosequamur oportet; tamen ne eidem nostre 
reipublice, que eque vobis aique ab ineunte dale cara Tuit. his diebuB 
deesse videamur, vos his noslris tilleris ejus in causa rogatos habere 
non pertimescimus. Mulias tnagnasque jam diu curas perpesd 
fuirnus lilteralissimi viri, turn pro schola sacre theologie, que maxinia 
landem liberalitate reverendi in Chrisio patris ac domini, domini 
Thome Kempe, nuper Londoniensis episcopi, ornatissime conrecta 
est; turn vero pro refidificatione scolarum juris canonici, quanim 
fundamenla jampridem posita sunt. Futamus nimirum nos in tantfti 
nostre reipublice causa prestanlissimos aique Oxoniensis reipublioa; 
amantifsimos viros libere rogare posse. Ad vos igilur im preset) Ciaram 
inter primos confugimus, apprime rogantea ut litleratissimum atqoe 
nostre reipublice amantissimum virum, dominum dociorem ffithzjames, 
qui sic Oxoniensis reipublice amator existit ut non procul ab ejus 
conservatoribus distare videatur, quibuscunque in causis sepedictam 
rempublicam concernentibus libenter dignemini esaudire. Quod A 
feceritis, rem nobis omnibus gratissimam vos fecisse scitote. Et 
semper valete, viri lilleratissimi. S(xlo nonas Julias. 
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From the Bishop of Lincoln. 

Being requesled to advise you of the present position of affairs in 
quarrel about the election of the Mayor of Oxford, I have to inform ytm 
that the citizens who came to London — in no very united mind on the 
subject — have alt, except such as slunk off or ran home, been bound over 
under heavy penalties not to disturb the king's peace. If therefore any 
further disturbante should take place, you are hereby warned and 
required to lend no ear to either townsmen or clerks. This caulion it 
necessary, because some of those, who were disappointed by the rtcetU 
decision of the ease, are reputed to have expressed their intention, befort 
they went home, of enrolling themselves as scholars' servants, in order la 
enjoy the privilege. Fou will therefore do wisely to keep a prudent control 
over any such persons, whose ittsubordinale temper is notorious. 

Requisitus pro officio, quo in isia Universilale me jam diu in 
presentem diem donastis, ut prudentias veslras admoneam certiores- 
que reddam quis sit presentaneus status cause turbate eleclionis super 
officio majoratus Oxonie, prout apud regalis consiiii senaium finaliler 
consideratum est ; vobis significo omnes et singulos oppidanos illiua 
loci, qui ad hanc urbem paullulum discordes in ipsa re convenerant, 
quolquol sese clanculo non preripuerutit, sive laiitanies sive domum 
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fesiine reversi, imntensis astrictos obligationum vinculis, ne regiam 
paccm istic qualibet arle dismrbeni, ne majores suos conlemnant, ne 
ad alios quosque pro suarum singularium affectionum conalibus 
inanutenendis confugianl. Quocirca discreiiones vestras obnixius 
requirimus et rof^amus, ui, si qui perturbatores cause tanta auctoritatc 
decise denuo intra vos surreserint, sive de laicis sive de clericis, nuUe 
favoris vestri aures ipsis prebeantur. Ratio hujus admonilionis nostre 
inde exoritur, quoniara ab aliquibus, Tortasse indignantibus se non 
assecutos fincm quern sperabant, asseritur proleslatum fuisse, anle- 
quam ab iia finibus discesserant. se nolle amodo stare inter oppi<lanos 
Osonie, sed eniti ut scolarium serviciis ascribantur. Quod quia fieri 
non polerit. nisi de vestris auctoritalibus admissio ipsorum procedat, 
sapienter feceritis si taliutn hominum notissima hac tempestate proter- 
viias vestris modestiis coerceatur'. Atque ita vaieiote, viri doeiissimi, 
tanquam conscolastici et amici mei carissimi, Dc prope Londom'as, 
dteimo die Oelobris. 



378. 

To the Bishop of LiDColn. 

That you should think we lightly regarded your lelier was even more 
painful lo ourftelings than dishonouring to our tharacler. Be assured, 
most honoured Chancellor, thai vie do ml so far forget ourselves as to 
Jail in respect to one to whom we owe our existence and safely. Bui we 
must no/ be held guilty of what never entered our minds. On the 
contrary, when your letter was read, there was no discordant voice in 
tie general expression of satisfaction at the solicitude you show for us, 
mtd the weighty counsel given. We thought, however, that it would be 
best to obey your orders first, oTtd then write to you; which we have done. 
We trust and earnestly beg you will continue to exercise towards us that 
benevolence you have hitherto manifested, and which we gratefully 
acknowledge. 

Non tam nobis dedecorosum quam molestutn fuit ad nos jam- 
pridem allatum fuisse, vestram reverendam palernitatem id de nobis 
existimare, quod nulli hominum nisi inhumanissimo atquu ingraiissimo 
recie objici posset ; vesiras scilicet lilteras decimo die mensis Oelobris 
•JKnatas parvi apud nos in nosiro senatu momenti fuisse. Non sumus 
bm noscri immemores, reverende presul dignissimeque Cancellarie, 
Ut quid in noalre reipublice conservatorem atque auctorem feeerimus 
Haud id nobis merito vicio dari debet quod neque nobis 
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n usquam veneraL Fosleaquam ipse vestre gratissime lillcre I 
ID nosCro senatu Oxoniensi recitarentur, audientes ad ununi gavid \ 
sunt, cum et sludiis et beneficiis essent in republica gralissime, turn 
eranl gravissimis conailiis plene. ita erant, inquaiti, graves ut cui , 
non gratissime probatissimeque videreniur in lolo senatu Oxoniensi J 
reperiebamus neniinem. Putabamus profecto— id si peccaium est id I 
nostrum peccatum fuisse falebimur — oplimum faciu ipsis vestris litteris I 
prius esse parentium quam respondendum, quod certe fecimus. Nam 
nulla nos hucusque fecerimus que ipsas litteras eliam in re minima 
offendcre possent. Superesi igitur vestrara rcverendam paternilatem 
iierum atque iterum rogatam habeamus, qualenus eundem te posthac 
1 nos semper prestiteris, quern ante ipsa respublica Oxoniensis, 

certe | 



loqui posset, quamprimum fiiisse 
atque longe omnium gratissimum. 



benefii 
Et semper vale, &.c. 
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To Master Richard Skipton. 

Accept the assurance of our undying gratitude /or your btnevolent and 1 
iuccessfui efforts in our bfhalf. You have always, as we have known, 
endeavoured to btfrwid us, and augment our resources with material aid ; 
and nmi) our highest hopes are confirmed. You will find us ready A» 1 
serve you in any way when occasion may occur. 
1488. HuMANissiHO prude ntissimoque viro, magistro Ricardo Skiptoo, \ 

Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis, &c. Non potuerunl nobis 
omnibus non gralissima probatissimaque videri, humanissime magister, 
que in causa reipublice Oxoniensis optime humanissimeque et sus- 
ceperis et perfeceris. Habemus perennes immortalesque gratias, quas 
utinam tibi referre possemus, pro tuis in nos ofRciis omni humilitate 
Fol. 161 a. plenissimis. Non est Cacile cogitatu quanta tibi a nobis debeantur, 
qui, cum nostre reipublice prod esse, eandemque tuis beneficiis 

tornatam reddere semper siudueris, id tete jam in ipsam contulisse 
arbitramur quod te optimo atque prudendssimo viro dignum est 
Non potuimus non frequenter nobis persuadere tete in nos semper 
gratissimum fore, quod ipsum apertissimia jam argumenlis imo veriua 
re ipsa compertum habemus. At quod nosiris de te optatis tandem 
foriuna responderit habemus immorlali Deo sempitemas gratias, Et 
semper vale, amantissime hominum, et nos illos tibi fore persuadeas, 
quibus, cum voles, pro tuo jure omnibus in rebus usurus sis. Oxonie, 
a nostre congregationis domo, quinio Kalendas Novembris. 
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From the Bishop of Lincoln. 

/ had nolhing to say in answer^ VDhen your messenger came lo 
inquire, exrepl that I bad received your letter, and am glad to find 

\ your regard for me unchanged. I trust it will so continue, and will 
do all in my power to reciprocate your kind feelings, ' 

QuoNiAM in die ina.gno festi interpellali fuimus per istum vestnim 
serviiorem mandare sibi si quid Oxoniaa perferri cupitnus, non 
habenies temporis oponunitatem multa scribendi, id solum inpre- 
sentiarum veslris prudentiis significare curavinms, nos aecepisse 
litteras vestras gralissimas, e quibus satis nobis compertum lenemus 
amorem in nos vestnim : rogantes ut eum nobis atque nostris de 
die in diem servetis. Ila quidem crit ut spem, si quam habetis, 
de nostra vestris necessitatibua vicissiiudine rependemia, ego ipse 
viribus totis promoveam. Valete. Depropt Lotidonias, die Kalendarum 

• Umiembrium hora vetperarum. Johannes Lyncolniensis. 
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Domino Petro, Wintoniensi Eplscopo, qninto decimo Kalendas 
Decembres, anno a aatall ChrisUano millesimo qnadiin- 
gentesimo octogesimo oono. 

To be in favour with the great and pawerfttl must be always 

\ agreeable to us, but it is our greatest pleasure and desire to find 

I flfl/ we are so highly considered 6y you, that no appeal we make to 

is in vain. We never have done, nor will do anything to displease 

' yent ; and beg that we may be reckoned among those most closely 

attached loyou, and whose services you can always command. 

Etsi nobis non nisi vehementer gralum semper esse potuit nos 
cum polentissimis preatantissimisque dominis esse in gratia, dignissi me 
presul, id tamen nobis omnibus longe gratissimum optatiasimumque 
profecto fuit, nos nostramque rempublicam tanta apud vestram 
prestantissimam dominationem valere, ut quicquid a vcstra prestan* 
tissima dominatione in no sire reipubjice causa jusie pcteremus, 
nunquam id nos frustra petiisse' affinnari [xjasct. Non id nos ullo 
unquam tempore in vestram reverendam dominaiioncm am fecimus 
. am poslhac facturi aumus, quod tante dominationi gratissimum non 
I petisu MS. 
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fuerit. Cupimus igilur, et rogamus majorem in modum, ui vestra.1 
prestanlissima dominalio nos sibi amantissimos semper fore per-B 
suadeat ; atque eos quibus, non sccus alque domesticis et amantisui 
viris, quibuscunque in rebus juste uii valeat. El semper valeat vestisV 
reverenda dominatio. cujus, quoad vita nobis mutanda erit, cupidJsi " 
semper erimus. Oxonte, quinlodtcinio Kalendas Dicembrss. 
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Domino Johanni Hoody, eisdem Kalendis. 

When it was rtportid to us that you had taken offence at sonulking I 

v)e have dotie^when, we know not— we were very sorry. If, haiaaierj 
we have been slandered by some, who, though they love as not, need 
not have maligned us, treat the matter as a man of your good sense 
should, and deem us tiot guilly if a fault until we are proved to be 
so. We shall always act towards you as one of our most valued ^ 
friends, and we hope you will not do anything adverse to 
interests. 

PosTEAqUAM nobis jampridem signatum fuit veslram prestaniiam ^ 
non equo animo ferre ea, que per nos aliquando — quando nescimus— 
factitata essent, doluimus plurimum tantum virum lantam in noi 
displicentiam preler omnem nosiram opinionem accepisse. NoD ' 
potest nobis in memoriam venire, prudentissime domine, id nos in 
tuam prestantiam olim fecisse, quod le nobis alicnum jure facers 
posset. Quod si maledictis eorum, qui nos etsi diligere noluerunt j 
malediciis tamen lacessere non debuissent, in istam de nobis opinionem 
es adductus, facilo quod virum pradeniem, qualem te semper esse ' 
invenimus, facere decei, ut nihil nobis vitio tribuas quod nos 
te fecisse probari non possil. Futurum est ut, nostro in te animo ■ 
tandem cognito, amantissimos nos tu esse judices. Polllcemur quidem 
nos posthac erga veslram dominalionem eos fore, quales in quos- 
cunque de nobis optime merilos dignissi mosque viros semper antea 
nos fuisse dicere non veremur. Tuam igitur prestantiam etiam atque 
etiam rogaiam habemus ut nihil in nostram rempublicam te jubente 
conficiatur, quod eidcm obesse possil. Quod si — id speramus — -tete 
faciurum esse receperis, ipsi semper in tuam prestantiam erimus, 
quos merito nullo unquam tempore, atque juste, accusare debeas, 
Et semper vale, prudentissime prestanlissimeque domine. Et nos 
nostramque rempublicam posthac, si potes, diligito. Qiiinto decimo 
Kalendas Decembres. 
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Domino Rlcardo Fizt^james, doctor!. 
Doctor Smylh has informed us thai the bishop 0/ Winchesler and 
Doctor Hoody, justiciary of our Lord the King, are angry with us, 
though we know not wherefore ; for we have never been so incautious 
as to say or do anything calculated to give offence to persons of such 
distinction. If you, whom we justly reckon as our warmest and best 

friend, can turn away their wralh by your skilful management, let it 
be your object to restore us to their favour. We shall be greatly 
obliged if you will let us know what is the cause of this estrange- 
ment : but as to the manner of dealing with it you need no advice 

/r.m u.. 

Post ^alutem et atnorem, quern nos maximum erga te et eos 1489- 
omnes, qui in nostra republica lui similes sunt, habere necesse est, Fol. 161 b. 
le jam etiatn atque etiam rogalum habemus ut nostre reipublice 
curam modo in le auscipere velis. Quum esaemus in congregatione 
pridie Kalendas Decembrea, advenil dominua doctor Smyjth in 
medicinia, veluli nosti, egregie saiis doclus. Is post multa nos 
certiores fecit dominum episcopum Wintoniensem atque dominum 
Johannem Hoody, serenissimi nostri regis jusiiciarinm, nobis nostre- 
que reipublice non amicos — quo faio neacimus — esse factos. Tuum 
igitur fuerit, litleratissime prudenlissimeque doctor, qui amantissimus 
atque primus in nostra republica merilo censendus es, istorum 
potentium virorutn prestantissimorumque dominorum men tea et 
cogilatua in hac parte tua pnideniia dcflcclere, amicabilesque in nos 
&cere. Quid in nos cause habeant, quare nobis jure succendantur, 
proraus ignoramus, Non tarn impradentes unquam fuimus, ui quid 
temere vel dixisse vel Tecisse contra lantoa viros jam tandem nos 
peniteat. Id sapienlum virorum semper esse putavimus ne dominis 
sua aponle rem ingratam facerent. Rem igilur nobis gralissimam 
feceris, ai quo in nos animo sint nos quamprimum certiores red- 
dideris. Quod si quicquam egre ferant, etiam de eo noa admonitos 
esse velia. Quid hujuace in causa le facere necesse eril, nobis non 
consulentibus satis nosti. Vale, sanctissimarum litleranim interprea 
dignisaime, nosque semper diiigito. Quinto decimo Kalendas 
Dtcembres. 

Acquittance of Eyosham Abbey. 
Noi'ERiNT universi per piescntcs nos, Johannem Russell Lin- i4Sg> 1 
colniensem episcopum et Universitaiis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et 
Willelmum Hewster et Robertum Boortone, ejusdcm procuratores, 
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recepisse el habuisse, die confection is presentium, de Abbate et 
convenlu de Ensham in comitatu Oxoniensi, sedecim solidos octo 
denarios sterlingorum bone et Jegalis mooete Anglie, in partem 
solutionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicie Universilaii per preiatos 
Abbatem el conventum debite ; De quibus quidem sedecim solidis 
ocio denariis fatemur nos esse solutos, diciosque Abbaiem et coDf 
ventum inde acquietamus per prcsentcs sigillo nosiro com mill 
signatas. Datum in nosire congregationis domo, anno rcgni i 
Htnrm stplimi post congucstum quinio, vicesimo octavo die m< 
Novembrt's. 

384- 

Magistro Roberto Scherbom. 

Four care and affection foT us, manif(sted by constant exertion 
in mr behalf, have never been so thanltfully appreciated as ai i 
present time, and the tangible evidences of your generosity, here be/bn 
our eyes, are not more valuable than your advocacy of our inlereH 
elsewhere. When Doctors Marhow and Fitsjames recently spoke 1 
Convocation on various matters relating to our prosperity, and f 
lieutarly at to tlte confirmation of our privileges, thy testified to _) 
services ; and vie believe our success so far is owing to your labo 
If the Archbishop of Canterbury by his opposition defers their e 
firmation, on the ground that we make an HI use of them, we iopi^ 
you will satisfy him on this point, and assure him of our i 
caution in future. 

Etsi cum privaiis turn publicis in rebus nostris tuum sludiin 
nusquam defuisKc nobis semper jucunditati fuit, ad multo tamei 
majorem letitiam modo commovemur te in cjusmodi beneficii genei^ 
deleclare, quo neque nobis graitus neque, ut arbitramur, tibi honestiffl 
esse quicquam potest- Quanle equidem cure, quanto denique de- 
siderio nostra tibi respublica semper fucrat compertum satis habemus; 
turn ex his que nobis domi ante oculos tua summa liberalitate, tua 
inquam summa prudcntia, posita sunt, turn ex his que foris sepe- 
numero in consiliis pro nobis ipse feceris prudenlissime. RedJerunt 
ad nos hos prope dies novi testes, probatissimi eerie, tui in nos 
amoris atque benevoleniie, domini doclores Marhow et ffizihjaraes; 
qui non mullo post suum ad Universitatem reditum, convocatione 
regentium et non-regentiutn facta, multa de nostre reipublice uiililale, 
multa de nostrorum priviJegiorum confirmaiione, multa eiiam de 
tua in nos liberalitate et humanitate pmdentissime honestissime aique 
honorificentissime proposuerant ; siquidem, ad hec tua 
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beneficia, noslmrum privilegionim confirmalionem arfdiderunl. Id 
abs le uno in noslram rempublicam esse faclitatam arbilrabimur, 
quo majus nihil a quoquam luonatium prestari possit. Quod si 
reverendissimus in Chrislo paler et dominus noster Camuariensis, 
quominus cilissime confirmemur, eonam abusum nobis vitio dando, 
obsiabil, rogatnus ut eum magis magisque pacaium erga nos loa 
prudeniia reddere in te suscipias; nostro nomine pronnitlendo nos 
accurate posihac esse racCuros, ne tanius error juste nobis unquam 
impulari debeat. El semper valeat tua prudentia, hominutn aman- 



Appolatment of agents to receive a bequest. Fi 

AiasUn T. Wodynglone, 11". Waram and R, Sherborne are hereby 
appointed la be our lawful agents and proxies, for the purpose of 
demanding and receiving payment from the executors of Hugh Feeim, 
deceased, of the money bequeathed by him to us ; and we empower 
(htm jointly and severally to give an effectual discharge and acquiltajKt 
to the said executors, or others whomsoever having possession of his 
effects; and to transact any other business thereto appertaining; and 
we undertake to ratify and accept their acts. 

Pateat universis per prewnies nos, Johannem Russell, divina 
providcntia Lyncolniensem episcopum atque Univefsitatis Osoniensis 
Cancellarium, necnon universum cetum magislrorum regentium in 
cadem, dilc-clos nobis in Christo magistros, Thomam Wodyngtone, 
sacrorum canonum professorem', Willelmum Waram legum doctorum,. 
Robertum Sherborne, in artibus raagistram el in mcdicinis bacat- 
larium, viros uiique honorabiles et discretos, conjunctim et divisim, 
ac quemlibet eoruin et in solidum, nostros veros et legittimos fecisse 
ordinasse et conslituisse procuratores, actores, faciores negociorum 
nostronim gestorea et nostras nuncios speciales, ad exigendum, 
levandum et recipiendum, pro nobis et nomine nostro, ipsam summam 
pecuniarum, quam discretus vir, Hugo Feenn, in ultima sua voluntate 
ex sua liberalilale nobis legavit atque donavit. Datnusque el conce- 
dimus per prcsentes eisdem Thome, Willelmo el Roberto, conjunctim, 
el eorum cuilibet per se, uc premitlitur, divisim et in solidum, 
potestalem generalem el mandatum speciale nomine nostro liberandi, 
acquielandi Henricum Haidone et Willelmum Ccnney. executores 
ultimc voluntatis ejusdem Hugonis, et quoscunque alios legitlimam 
administration era bonorum dicii Hugonis habenies ; celeraque omnia 
alia et singula faciendi, excrcendi, exequendi et cxpediendi, que in 
premissis et circa ea neccssaria fuerint seu quomodolibct oportuna. 
' ptnessarem MS. 



\ 



556 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE, 



Nosque, Cancellarius et regentes anledicli, promittimus r 
graium et firmum perpetuo esse habituros toium et quicquid died 
proeuralores nostri, seu eorum aliquis, fecerinl seu feceril in premissis, 
aeu in aliquo premissorum. In quorum omnium et singulonim fidem 



sigillum 
Datum Oxon 
guadringenlesi 



Universi talis Oxon ien sis 
in noitre congregationh dome 
oclogtsimo notio, die mentis Jo 



apponi fecimus. 
Domini miUesim» 
sextodecimo. 



385. 

From the Bishop of Lincoln'. 

When the school of Canon law is built — on your land but at other 
people's expense — il will be ready for use immediately ; if, in additioit 
to the lecturer's chair, suitable benches are provided for the studentt 
and audience. Ynu need be at no farther expense ; the seals with 
desks in front, lately in the old library over the convocation home, 
will do very well. To make this use of them will furnish your 
building, and foster among her sons the already increasing pride 
their mother the University ami the interest they take in all that 
promotes her welfare. 

PosTEAQUAH scole juris canonici in proprio UniversitaUs solo 
aliorum impensis, quod brevi speratur futurum, in parietibus et tectis 
perfecte fuerint, nitiil de<:nt, quominus locus ipse vestris utilitatibus 
siatim inserviat ; si, preter caihedram, pro scolaribus et honestis 
audiloribus subsellia parata atque congrua inveniantur. Habetis de 
propriis unde id sine novis impensis fiat; illas quidem sediculas 
cum anteposids receptaculis librorum, quibus in veieri biblioteca 
Universitalis supra domum congregalionis omnes jam diu usi fue- 
ramus. Quod si res ipsas ad alium usum non verleritis, decorabitia 
banc domum vestre pensionis, dabiiisque causam ut alumni 
Universitalis, jam jam solito magis sue matris honoribus affecti, 
cuncta vobiscutn sentiani, que istius corporis utilitates promoveantj 
credile id et valete. Ex Holbornia vicesimo die Januarii. 



386. 

>• To the Bishop of Lincoln ^ 

We entirely approve of your suggestion and sincerely thank _ 
for your fatherly interest, greater than has been exhibited by any t 
our benefactors. As from a distant watch-tower you behold evtryX 
> This title is in a kte hand on the margin, Epl ; Lytic : C^ : 



"J 

I 



1 




EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 557 

thing vie need, and htlp us with your advice. Wt shall do nothing 
eonlrary to your wishes with respect to the old seats. 

NoN potuerant roe ad nos jam pridem amaniissime littere non 
probatissime gratissimeque nobis omnibus videri, turn quod tantum 
patrem nostre reipublice rationem in se suscepisse pre se ferebanl, 
turn quod prestanlem reverendamque tuam dominationem ceteros 
quoscunque viros Universilatis Osoniensis benefactores, non parva 
laude alquc veneralioite dignos, presianti quodam et singular! amore 
vicisse, patriisque officiis precessisse declararunl. Quotiens enim 
nostra interesse, optimis tuis conjeccuris, tanquana a specula quadam, 
a longe videris, non paucis in rebus, imo in mullis, imo verius in 
omnibus, quas Universitall Oxoniensi frugi esse cognoveris, nos 
semper luo prudenii consilio super agendis admonilos esse velis. 
Nihil apud nos slatutum habebimus de ipsis sediculis aique librorum 
receptaculis, que in ipsa nostra biblioieca consenuerani, quod a lua 
sententia luoque prudenlissimo consilio recedere debeal. Et semper 
valeat vestra reverenda paternitas, &c. 

Testimonial letter for Master Pedro ffemandl of Corduba. 

Univkrsis Bancte malris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes lillere 
pervenerint, Cancellarius Universilatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magislrorum regentium in eadem saluteoi in omnium Salvatore. Ea 
nobis studiosorum hominum cura semper fuit, honestissimos labores, 
quibus ad capessendas virtuies et disciplinas in omni vita conlenderint, 
honestissimis quoque premiis aliquando compensare : eo namque 
pacto et illos industrie sue minus penitere et celeros ad imitandum 
alacriores efiici solere comperimus, Considerantibus ilaque nobis 
magnas et egregias virtutes honorabilis viri, magistri Petri ITernandi, 
de Corduba, ingentem preterea in medicinis doctrinam non mediocribus 
laboribus atque vigiliis comparalam ; visum est officii noslri plurimum 
interesse amplis.simo doctoris in medicinis gradu ilium donare. Quo 
suscepto, eas denique res pro virili sua parte gessit. que ad sue 
professionis ' officium et noslrc Universitatis gloriam speelarent. Que, 
cum ejusmodi sint ut suapte natura benevolentiam facile concilient, 
nostris tamen testimoniis nihilominus comprobanda videnlur. Cupi- 
entes igiror hanc nostram benemeriti hominis commendationem plus 
apud celeros ponderis habituram esse, has litteras Universilatis nostre 
sigillo consignari fecimus. Datum Oxonie in nostre eongregationis 
domo, anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo oclogesimo nono, die 
mentis Februarii undeviceiimo. 



t 
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Testimonial letter for Master Michael de Germanis. 

Uni\*ers[s sancte mains ecclesie filiis, ad quos presenies liltere 

pervenerini, Cancelkrius Universitatts Oxoniensis celusque unanimis 

magistrorum regemium in eadem salutem in omnium Salvaiore, Ea 

nobis siudiosorum hominum cura semper fuiL honestissimoa labores, J 

quibus ad capessendas virtutes et disciplinas in omni vita contcn*! 

derint, honestissimis quoque premiis aliquando compensare : eo^ 

namque et illos Industrie sue minus peniiere et ceteros ad imitandum 

alacriores cffici soiere comperimus. Conside rami bus itaque nobis 

magnas et egregtas virtutes prenobilis viri, magialri Michaelis de 

Germanis, Januensis, ingentem preterea in sacra theologia doctrinam, 1 

non mediocribus laboribus atque vigiilis in diversis gymnasiis com- I 

paratara; visum est officii nostri pluriraum interesse amplisaimo I 

professoris in sacra theologia gradu ilium donare. Itaque anno I 

Domini millesimo quadringentesimo octogesimo' nono, laudabilileff 'J 

peraciis ab eo eKaminibus, pula tribus dispulationibus public 

magnis scolis theologie, sermone quoque in laiiois coram toto collcgio \ 

Universitatis, argumeniacionibus vesperiarum et ordinaria disputacione \ 

coram doctoribus cujuslibet facullaiis. et tam regentibus quam non- 

FoL 163 a. regentibus, gradum doctoratus in sacra theologia, justitia suadente, 1 

Squinto decimo Kalendas Marcii supradicti anni, solenniter congregads 
in nostra ecclesia S. Marie omnibus tam graduatis quam non-gradus 
prout mos est, gracioaissime contulimus; ac inter doctorum cetum 
hujus alme Universitatis annumeravimus et ascripsimus. Quo suscepto, 
eas deniquc res pro virjli sua parte gessit, que ad sue proressionia 
officium et nostre Universitatis gloriam spectarent. Que, cum ejusmodi 
sint ut suaple natura benevolenciam facile concilient, nostris tamen 
testimoniis nihilominus comprobanda videntur. Cuplentes igitur hanc 
nostram benemeriti hominis commendacionem plus apud ceteros 
ponderis habituram esse, has litteras Universitatis nostre sigillo 
consignari fecimus. Datum Oxonie in nosire congregacionis domo, 
anno Domini millfsimo quadritigentesimo oclegmmn^ nono, die mensit \ 
Ftbruarii viasimo quinlo. 

387- 

From the King. 

Trusty and welheloved, we grete yow wele: And where i 

Thomas of the seler, late syrvant unto the habbot off Abyngdone, v 

lately delyvered unto yow by our irusly clerke and chapellayn, maister 

rychard ffitzjames ; It ys schewed unto us Jj' ye have comyited hym 

' tefuagesiifie MS. 
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iin to sure and sauff ward, and soo entend to kepe hym un lo (^ 
lyme ye schal know our pleasur in {>* behalff ; off (j^ wyche your 
true and sad demeanyng we thanke yow hertely, wyllyng and desyryng 
and also chargyng yow that ineoniynently, upon the recept off thys 
owre lettres, ye delyver the seyd Thomas suwerly and sauffly unto 
owre wolbeloved servant Robert chamber, berer hereoff. And yn as 
moche as the same Thomas had a casket, plate and oder stuff, at ]j» 
lyroe he was yn jj« ffreres Auguslins, the prior wheroff and bacbaler, 
Steven courlys, becara surlies, body for body, ffor jje sayd thomas and 
ffor fi* sayd casket and stuff ; we wolde and desyre yow that, callyng 
ihem un to yow, ye examyne them wysely and dyscretely by ffore 
owre saj'de servant, and every parelP, as welle off mony plate as off 
oder siuff, and receyvyng yt by endenture ye delyvere |)" same to ower 
seyde servant also by endenture. And where as the seyde bachelar 
hath not oonly forfaited hys surelie, but also gevously ' offendyd un 
lo us in concellyng and pourloignyng (j* sayde thomas, and ^* he ys 
at large out off any eslrayte prison, metely to punycione off suche 
offens, we wol and charge yow either to correcEe hym by estrayte 
pryson, as we may have cause lo thanke hym suffycyenily punyshed, 
or ells that ye sende hym un lo Jjs most reverend ffadyr in god, ower 
ryglh trusty and ryght enierly wellbelovyde iharchebysshope off can- 
lerbery, ower chauncellar off england. What ye schal have done in 
Jii" examinacione forsayd, and off \» maner and circumstance off 
yower correccyone, off yower demeanyng {>*''", and theyre eonfessyons 
in f>i« case, and what wey ye wyl lake ffor }^ correxcione off })* sayde 
bachelar stephyne, we wol ye certyfie us by yower wretyng ; as owcre 
perffyt trust ys in yow, and as ye thynk lo deserve therffore ower 
lingular and harty thankys, Yeve under our synet at Y' maner off 
RBSher, the Kii day off marche. 



To the Archdeacon of " Fol. 163 b. 

May your beneficinci be no less to the profil of your own soul Ihnn lo 
our advantage and honour I Doctor Filzjamts has dtlivend to us one 
hundred and thirty-two volumes, and also two hundred pounds. The 
bearer 0/ this letter is iolh learned and prudent, and his oral com- 
municalion will render a longer letter unnecessary. 

Tanta est magnitudo luortim erga nos meritorum, dignissime u 
[ Archidiacone, ul nos libi perpeiuo devinctos esse oporteat. Habemus 
I igilur immortales gratias pro tuis in nos collatis bene£ciis. Speramus 
' portttt ' grtveusly^ ' This leller is, no doubt, addressed lo 

[ R. Lichfield, Archdtncon of Middlesei, 
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utiquc lua gralissima in nos munera non minori tue 
quam aut nobis commodo aut nostre Universitati honor! fore. Rece- 
pimus a venerabili viro, domino doctore ffilzhjames, centum et triginia 
duo volumina, ducentas preterea libras. Nostre littere impresentiamm 
tamo ad te breviores quanto utimtir labellario doctissimo atque pru- 
dentissimo ; cui sic nosiram meniem exposuimus ad reddendas 
gratias ut te facile cerdorem de omnibus que fecerimus in hac causa 
facturus sit '. . . . 

389. 

Domino Archiepiscopo Cantuariensi. 

Whm we freqtunliy and soberly refiul upon your exiraordinaty 
gmtrosily to us, our privileges being now cotifirmed, we are moit 
anxious lo make il plain lo you Ihal we were no! unworthy lo ask 
great a favour, nor are ungrateful now it is granted. We cannot suitabfy 
express our thanks for the thoughtful cart with which you have always 
acted, in everything consulting our interests. Trusting then rather in 
your goodness than in our own deserts, we pray you to continue your 
protection in the future. By reposing absolute confidence in what Doctor 
ffiizjames will report, you will oblige us very much. 

Cum egregiam, imo verius singularem atque divinam liberalitatem, 
quam Oxoniensis respublica, susceptis jampridem suis privilegiis, 
a veslra reverendissima paternitate acceperii, non minus sana ' quam 
frequenii recordatione nobiscum repetimus, dignissime Archipresul, 
nihil ad nos magis spectare existimamus, quam pro viriU nostra pane 
contendere, ne nos ad ejusmodi beneficia aut indignas aui ingraCas 
manus porrexisse abs lanta paternitate merito judicemur, Quotiens. 
enim ad infinitas atque immortales gratiarum actiones, non satis dignaa 
tamen ipsis veslris beneficiis, pro tantis in nos mcritis confugimus, vix 
aut nobis ipsia aut ulli parti lantorum erga nos meritorum satisfecisse 
videmur ; cum nihil unquam a vestra prestantissima dominalione 
pretermissum esse meminerimus, quod eidem nostre reipublice eon- 
ducere posse vestra prestans dominacio putaverit, Nos igitur, jam 
magis in vestra benignitale quam in nostris merilis confisi, non 
veremur ad superiora in nos beneficia, eaque maxima, id rogare, ul 
vestra prestantissima dominacio eque posihac atque aniea Oxoniensem 
rempublicam respiciat, diligat atque tuealur. Quod si domino doctori 
ffitzhjames, viro' nimirum vestre paternitati deditissimo atque obser-.^ 
vantissimo, in nostra causa dicenti ipsam fidem quam nobis omnibus, 
si coram diceremus, vestra patcrnitas dederit, rem non minus gratam 
' The rcDuiiiider of thia letter is wanting. ' sani MS. ' vimm ib. 
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qu&m toti cetui Oxoniensi desideratam profecto faciei. Et semper 
valeat reverendissima patemitas vestra, Archipresul dignissime. 
Oxonie a noslre congragalionis dome, Idibus Marciis. 



■ 390. 

Domino RegL 

On TKtipt of your hllir we prociedcd wilhout delay lo examine Master 
Thomas Tkwales, Prior of the house of the Augustine friars here; and 
afterwards John Cope, subprior, and Stephen Curies were likewise 
examined OH oath; all in the presence of Robert Chamber, your servant; 
to whom we have handed a written copy of their confessions, together 
with an inventory of the goods that came to their hands. We have 
moreover committed Thomas the cellarer lo the custody of the said 
R. Chamber ; and again returned the above-mentioned friars to 
prison, until your majesty's pleasure herein shall be known. They 
are very penitent, and it will be an act of mercy acceptable to God, if, 
after a few days' further durance, you would suffer them to be dis- 
charged. 

Cum vestre serenissime majestatis peregregjas litteras ad nos jam 1489. 
prjdcm perlatas legissemus, illustrissime princeps, acceleravimus pro- 
cedendo primum ad examinationem Thome Thwates, fratris et Prioris 
domus S, Auguslini in vestra Universilale Osonienst. Deinde vero 
Johannem Cope, subpriorem, el Stephanum Curtes, in theobgia 
bacallarium, taclis per eos sacrosanctis Dei evangeliis, ut rem veram 
dicerent juramcnto oneravimus. Nihil fecimus in ilia cxaminalione, 
quod non audiverat atque viderat vestre celsiiudinis diligens servitor 
Roberius Chamber. Eum quidem ad nos vocari fecimus, cum ut 
audirel quicquid illi fraires confilendo dicerent, turn ut ad vestram 
preclarissimam celsiludinem singula dicta referrei. Quod ut maturius 
per eum fieri posset, tradidimus illi quoddam scriptum cui inscribuntur 
eonimdcm fratrum confess iones, prout ab eisdem nobis audientibus 
proponebamur, una cum indenluris de re omni recepta, in quantum 
perscrutari potuimus. Ipsum quidem Thomam de Sellario, quondam Fol. 1S4 
ministrum Abbatis de Abindone, commisimtis ad manus dicti Roberti 
Chamber, siculi in ipsis vesiris peregregiis litteris jussum fuerat. 
Posteaquam hec omnia per nos fierent, remisimus ipsos fratres in 
vesirum casttum in villa Oxoniensi, iterum sub custodia tenendos, 
quoadusque quid de illls fieri debeat vestra clementissima majestas 
judicarit. Quod si post aliquot dies penis affectos — plurimum enim 
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penitenies sunt quod tanle ' majestati displicuerunt — ad sua rediwi 
vestra dignissima majestas permiserit, rem procul dubio Deo accepiaiQl 
faciei. £t semper vak, &c. 



391- 

Domino doctor! Sllke. 

Four noble disposilion to dei/aw your monty on this Univtrsity is, t^m 
course, a very great source of pleasure to us ; and, indeed, none deserve to irf 
honoured above other mat so muek as those who, having wealth, t 
as to do good to othersjwhile they gain everlasting gratitude for themseh>a.% 
If you get the walls of S. Mary's rebuilt — as we pray you t 
hope you will never see reason to regret what you have done. 

NoN possumus profecto quin plurimum letemur, quod magis iiiagu>4 
que indies ilia Cibi animi magnitude creverit, ut nihil mails quam toti '1 
reipublice Oxoniensi prodesse, alque rem mazimam graiissimamque 1 
facere. Posieaquam magister Thomas Ruere a sua terra natali ; 
jampridem in Universitatem Oxoniensem contulisset, nos certiores J 
reddidit quam esset tui et desiderium et studium benefaciendi nostra-] 
reipublice Oxoniensi. lUi utique viri semper preter ceteros ciarissiilii i| 
censendi sunt, qui ubi divitiis abundarint illis ad benignilaleri 
utuntur, ut utentium nomina immortalUati commendent. Fac ut I 
cepisti, bumanissime atque amantissime doctor. Auxiliom ferto ad J 
construendam ecclesiam Beate Marie in Universiiate Oxoniensi. Si ] 
tua procuratione — id ut facias, nos omnes te etiam atque etiam rogatui 
habemus — ad levandos ejus muros opem feras, speramus fore ut J 
nusquam te coUati in nos benelicii peniteat, &c. 



392- 

Domino doctori £fi<Uijames. 

We are very sensible how great is the obligation under which we lie IV^ 
you for all your care and affection : and when we say thai there ij 
more deserving o/' our gratitude, and express our happiness to 
become the just object of so much respect and love, we have no thought q 
thereby spurring you on to greater benevolence, but intend only to dischargi 
the duty of acknowledging our debt. 

Nequaquau sumus nescii, honoratissime amantissimeque doctoral 
quantum respublica Oxoniensis tibi debeat ; cujus negotia omnia I 
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tania cura, lanta diligentia, lanto denique amore abs te fiunt, ut cui 
plus debeat et quem magis diligat habeat neminem. Gaudemus 
profecto le in ilium virum evasisse, quem omncs, et presenim nosire 
reipublice amid, et plurimum diligere maximique semper facere, aique 
merito, debeant. Non scripsimus has liueras ut auL stimulus aut 
calcar esaem, quo majori diligentia in nostris rebus uierere — velocissi- 
mum quidem ad optime gratissimeque faciendum lete tua natura 
efficit ; — imo ne nos oScium nostrum pretermisisse existimare posses. 
£1 vale in secula et nos ut soles diligito. 



393- 

By the King. 

Trusty and welbelovyd, we grete yow wele, and have receyved 
yower wrylyng. Date at oxonford the xvii day off f)" calendys off 
April ; by \fi wyclie, and by j)« report off ower welbelovyd servant 
roberl chamber, we under stand Y' ffecluell devoire and true diligena 
J)' ye have put yow yn ffor thaccomplisshement off ower comaund- 
meni late yeven un lo yow, aswel in sadly and by gode cyrcomsiances 
examynyng certain persones, and in commyttyng to warde diverse off 
them unlo ower casiet there, J)' ye fund culpabylle and deffectyff, as 
yn takyng ayain and sendyng un to us by ower sayd servant Thomas 
off J)* Selar, late servant umo the habbot off abyngdon ; by y> wyche 
yo' true acquitaill demaynyng we evydenlly perceyve }>" perffyt irouthe 
and assured mynde j)' ye, as ower lovyng subicctis, ow and here un to 
us, and un to such ihyngys as concerne ower welle : ffor the wyche 
we have cause lo thanke yow, and so we ffuU hariely do. And where as 
ye know welle )?' suche personys as ye have commytiyd lo warde 
been so entreated ffor great and haynous offenses by them ex presley ', 
a just scharpe ponysshement off ower lawes, to the jeopardje off their 
lives: and though it were necessarye and convenient that ihey schul be 
punysshed, in feere and example off oder presumyng hereaffter, yet 
we, at yower instanse and umbely petycyon', have w'drawyn y> same, 
I and ffor yower sakys be content Ji* Jj" be put at Jj* lyberie ; so ])' fj' 
\ make promes unto yow to be off gode beryog un to us hereaffter, 
Yeven under o' synci at ower maner off sheene \fl xix day off 
Marc he. 

' The wiitine here u pofectly dutind, and withoot blot or Ucnna (a the MS., 
ibong^ lome wordi ue, of conne, wuiliiig. * fdyeyam repealed, MS. 
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Collector! domini Pape. 

FoLi64b. ITiough your great altainments surpass those of the most learned num 
of the day, toe venture to write you this short Utter — /'// expressed we 
know — relying upon your goodness and favourable disposition towardt 
us. We well know hoiu great influence you have with his Holiness.fri 
whom we have resolved to ask two favours, if you will support the request. 
The first, that our Chancellor, or his Commissary, with assent of tht 
doctors in theology, may be empowered to grant licence to preach to persont 
approved by thtm and willing to undertake /he duly : the second, thai 
they may have power to confer minor orders in Oxford. By your aid we 
think both can easily be obtained. Our messenger is a prudent and 
learned man, and we can trust him to say by word of mouth anything 
more that may be desired. 

Px48g. Etsi in ipsum virum evasisti cui littere temere committende 

sunt, cum propter ingenii prestantiam, turn propter ingentem doc- 
trinam, qua ceteris in hac nostra etate doctissimis vtris facile prestas 
alque prefulges ; tamen non veremur tibi his nostris brevissimia litteris 
— inculie sunt — salulem dicere : quod mehercule non facercmus, si vel 
in lua humanitate ve! in amicitia ullam diffidentiam poneremus. Non 
potest nos latere, vir prudentissime atque doctissime, quantum valeas 
el gratia et aucioritate apud summum raaximumque poniificein; a quo, 
si tu nobis auxilio eris, binas res petere decrevimus. Una est, ut liceat 
Cancellario Universiialis Osoniensis alque ejus commissario, cum 
assensu doctorum in sacra tbeologia in Universitate studentitim, posae 
facere potestalem sive libertatem predicandi quibuscunque viris docds 
et per eos probatis, onus et labores predicandi in se suscipere volen- 
tibus, ut ubilibel postea libere predicare valeanl. Altera vero res hec 
est ; graiiam impetrare cupimus ut minores ordines in Universitate 
Oxoniensi celebrandi potestatem habeat tarn Cancellarius quam com- 
missarius ejusdem Universilatis. Non dubitamus quin hec facile 
impetrata erunt, si te ilium in nos posthac prestiteris, quern le semper 
anlea fuisse experti sumus, virum eerie longe omnium gratissimum 
alque humanissimum. Is est nostri tabellarius cui lillere longissime 
committende non sunt, cum vir et prudendssimus et dociissimuc 
merilo censendus sit. Et semper vale, &c. 
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Acquittance of Osney Abbey. 
NovEBiNT universi per presences nos, Johannem Russell, Lincoln- 
iensem episcopum et Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancel la rium, et 
magistrum Willelmum Hewster et Robertuin Borlun, procuralores 
ejusdem, recepisse el habuisse, die confeccionis presentium, de Abbaie 
et conventu de Osney, viginti sex solidos et octo denarios sterlingorum : 
De quibus quidem viginii sex sotidis et oclo denariis fatemur nos 
esse solutos, et eos inde acquielamus per presenles nostro sigillo 
agnalas. Datum in nosirt congrrgaciont's dama, sexto die mensis 
Aprilis, anno rrgni regis Htnrici uptimi post conguestum guinto. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russell, Lincoln- 
iensein episcopum el Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et 
magistrum Willelmum Hewster et Robertum Bortun, procuratores 
ejusdem, recepisse el habuisse, die confeclionis presentium, de Abbaie 
et conventu de Eynsham quinquaginta duos solidos sterlingorum : 
De quibus quinquaginta duobus solidis fatemur nos esse solutos, 
et eos inde acquielamus per presenles sigillo noslro signalas. Datum 
Iff noslre congregationis domo, sexto die mensis Aprilis, anno rrgni 
regit Henrici seplimi post conquestum quinto. 
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Domino Johanni Thome, Abbati de Reeding, anno Domini 
miUesimo quadringentesimo nonagesimo. 

// is true thai we have both htard of your sympathy with our 
work here, from the report of most worthy persons, and have also 
experienced your frequent libtratity ; yet we have not until now de- 
termined to ask you to secure to us th4 same privileges, as the Abbot 
of Abit{gdon formerly procured for us. You would thereby be doing us 
a very great favour ; and — which makes a request more agreeable 
to every prudent man— you can do so without any prejudice to your 
awn interests. 

Etsi tua semper erga nos nostramque rempublicam humanitas, 
aut, si expressius atque verius loqui volumus, egregia voluntas, vel 
potius frequens liberalitas, non minus dignissimonim lestimonio quam 
re ipsa nobis satis comperta exploralaque est, id tamen abs lua 
reverentia tandem petere nostra senleniia est, quod, sine tuo damno, 
in non parvum imo eerie maximum noslre Universilaiia commodum. 
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tuam reverentiam conferre posse arbiiramur. Quo enim quis pni<J 
dentior atque melior est, eo magis illi grata, erit a.h amicis : 
petitio, si ut vacua non sit sine suo malo elaborare possit. 
igitur etiam atque etiam rogatum habcmus, prudentissime atqin 
amantissiroe domine, ut ipsa nostra privilegia, per reverendum patre 
Abbatem de Abindone olim acquisita, servala et salva apud te ( 
velis. Quod si tua prudenlia perfeceris ut' a nobis tandem sin 
injuria cuiquam illata occupentur atque possideantur. id lete Oxoni-1 
ensi reipublice effecisse scias, quo majus vix quisquam mortalium 
prestare possit. Nostrum labellarium unice diligimus : cui volumus 
hac in causa fideiu dederis. Et semper vale, religiosissime domine. 
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To the Prior of Llanthony Abbey. 



We havt been debating what we could do Ihal would he Ike greatett 
blessing to the University, and prove thai we— for it chiefly eonctms 
oitrselves — are twf ungrateful or useless sons of our mother/ and 
we have come to the conclusion that nothing is more needed Shan 
a thorough repair, both of walls and roof of our church of S. Mary 
the Virgin. When you look at it from outside, you are astonishtd 
that it resists the wind, and, if you go inside, il is al the peril of 
your life. Now all our treasure is gone, spent upon very necessary 
matters, and we have resolved to ast: the aid of our most distinguished 
and worthy sons, and especially of yourself ; so that if you can give 
us stone or other necessary material, your generosity shall be re- 
membered, and others stimulated to do likewise. 

Prenobili et religioso viro, &c., Henrico, Priori Llantboniensi * 
Cancellarius Universitatia Oxoniensis, &c. Cum de nosire reipublice 
statu et salute in nosiro senatu jampridem traclaremus, cogitanles 
quibus earn beneficiia— ad nos potissimum spectat — his nostris diebus 
afBceremus, nc aut ingrati aut inutiles filii apud viros cxteros judi- 
caremur ; in ipsam sententiam incidimus. nihil a nobis tam preclanim 
atque Oxoniensi reipublice utile hac nostra etale fieri posse, quam 
ecclesiam Beate Marie Virginia in nostra Universitaie Oxoniensi, que 
foris bene earn advertenlibus admiratiouem inducit, quod tantis 
ventorum fialibus hucusque obsteterit, intus veto exislentibus periculum 
sua vetusiaie minetur, tam in muris quam in tecto pro majori parte 
refdificare atque novam Face re. Turpissimunt atque nobis valde 
' ul omitted in MS. ' LaHgtkonitHiiih. 
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dedecoroaum fore existimamus, ut taniuro posthac timorem nitnia 
sua velustate ingredienlibus relinqual. Cum vero nostre divitie. que 
aliis ejusdem noslre Universilatis boncstissimis usibus fere absumptc 
sunt, ad hec edificia, ut pet nos plene perficiantur, minus sufficiant, 
ad ceteroa nastre Universitatis alumaos, qui nobis locupletiores sunt, 
et precipue ad le, qui nonnuUos alios preslanlissimos viroa et prudeniia 
et divitiarum afSuentia superasti, fugiendum esse duximus. Quod 
si lapidcs aul ejusmodi necessaria, sine quibus tanta edificia perfecla 
esse nequeunt, petentibus nobis concesserie, id facies et quod tui 
memoriam marcescere non paiietur in clernutn, el quod ceteroa 
ad prestanda beneficia alacriores reddet. Et semper valeat tua 
reverentia. 
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Littere Collectoiis do mini Pape. 
/ have poilptmed my reply to your letter, reeeiz'td lome lime ago, 
became J ihoughl it best to send it by yovr meisengfr — a prudent 
man, as you say, and a careful— when I should know of his return. 
J will do all in my power to further your wishes tvhen I go back 
to Home, and I hope I may be as successful as I am willing ; for 
J do not forget tkut J am a member, though unworthy, of your 
University. I commend to you the bearer, of whose singular merits 
J need not say more to you. 

Venerandi doctores et mafistri honorandi, post debitam com- 

tnendationem &c. ; Accepi jamdudiim litteras vestras, quibus antea 
non respond! quod per eundem tabellarium respondendum putaverim, 
per quern vestre mihi reddite sunt, cum scirem ilium ad vos rever- 
surum ; virum, ut dicitjs, prudeniem non solum sed etiam diligeniem. 
ex quo. juxta vestrarum litierarum lenorem, intellexi ea que cupitis 
per me a summo pontifici vestro nomine impelrari. Faciam ego 
libenlissime, cum Rome fuero, quod in me erit. Nee laboris quic- 
quam aut studii prelermiltam, quo pulem me posse volis vestrls 
■alisfacere. Utinam tam facile possem quam vellem. Non dcfirit 
opera mea, qui me membram, quamvis fortasae minus dignum, alme 
illius Universitatis esse cognosco. Latorem presenlium vobis com- 
mendo; de cujua doctrina, virlute ac erga voa observantia singulari 
plura scriberem, nisi gravissimo judicio vestro paulo ante a vobis 
ilium probatum esse scirem. Oplime valete, et si quid in me esse 
cognoveriiis. quod vel Universitati ill! alme vel vobis ad honorem 
aul commodum fore putabilis, me, quantum valeo, utamini. Londoniis, 
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Aprilis, anno Domini millatmo guadringenlat 

deditissimus Johannes de Giglis, sancti nosOi 
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Johanni, Abbati Reding. 
four efforts in our behalf merit our everlasting gralilude, for fy 
ihtm our privileges have so far been rescued, as it were, from Ou 
We beg you to persevere, for you art the only person to 
xvhom we can wholly enlntsi the defence of our cause. We expect 
from you all that can be expected f rem a man of the greatest ability 
and virtue. Any further details you may wish for our messenger 
will supply. We have instructed him to make his Journey to you 
with all speed, and he is a man in whom you may confide. 

Id efiSciunt lua in nos nostramque rempubticam merita, religio- 
sissime pater, ut nos cum nostra republica tibi perpetuo devinctoB 
esse oporteat. Facito ut cepisii in causa ipso rum privilegiorum, 
que [ua cura, tua, inquam, summa prudentia ab ignibus hucusque 
servata sunt. Si quidem eadem in causa nostri gratiam procurare 
velis, facies ut vix ex nostraiibus reperianlur, qui tanta, vel saliein 
tnajora, beneficia diutissime in Oxoniensem rempublicam contuleninL 
Solus es, cui banc toiam causam defendendam committimus. Ad 
quern tantam causam, et precipue banc, prudentissime gerendam 
conferamus, preier le habemus neminem. Facilo igilur ut que 
feceris perpetuis monutnentis digna inveniantur. Omnia enim Ulft 
— Enee Silvii senlentia est — a te expectantur, que a viro summo ingenio- 
summaque virtuie piedito expectari solent. Cetera que voles accipiea 
ex noslro tabellario, cui nos bac in re patefecimus atque ut ad te 
accelerato itinere proficisceretur rogatura habuimus; is est nostro 
judicio cui fides merito habenda est. Ei semper vale, &c. 

Testimonial letter for Master Peter Marshall. 

Universis sancle matris ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerini, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis cetusque unanimis 
magistrorum in eadem satutem in omnium Salvatore. £a nobis 
Btudiosorum hominum cura semper fuil honestissimos labores, quibus 
ad capessendas virtutes et disciplinas in omni vita contenderin^ 
honeslissimis quoque premiis aliquando compensare : eo namque 
pacto et illos Industrie sue minus penitere, et ceteros ad imitandum 
slacriores efiici solere comperirous. Considerantibus itaque nolMa 
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quam maximos labores plurimum dilecti confratria nosiri, domini 
Petri Marshall, qui, pro tempore quo in nostra Universiiate studio 
dedilus eral, parem cum ceteris sectim studemibus doclrinam suis 
vigiliis comparalam reporlabat, visum est officii nostri plurimum 
inieresse ilium gradu bacallariatus in artibus donare. Quo susceplo, 
eas res in nostra Universitate j)er duorura annorum curriculum gessii, 
que ad gradum ab eo suscepium speciabant. Que, cum ejusmodi 
sint ut Euaple naiura beoevolentiam facile concilient, noslris tamen 
testimoniis nihilominus comprobanda videntur. Cupientes igitur banc 
noslram benemeriti ho minis commendationem plus apud ceieros 
ponderis habituram esse, has litteras Universitatis nostre sigiUo 
consignari fcdmus. Daium Oxonie, 4[C- undecimo die AugustO. 
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To Master Richard Salter. 

The difficulty we find in providing for the expense of rebuilding 
S. Jifarji's Church, which had for a long lime Ihrealentd lo fall, 
is so great thai we are compelled lo write many letters lo ask 
assistance of our friends. We hope you will give us a contribution, 
and, whatever it may be, our needs will ensure its thankful accept- 
ance ; and al the same time we beg that you will stimulate and whet 
the charity of the bishop of Lichfield, for we know your recommendations 
always receive attetttion from him. 

Integbhwho juris interpreti, magistro Ricardo Salter, Cancellarius 
Universi talis, &c. Tanla jam nos cura afficimur, humanissime doctor, 
pro construenda ecclesia Beate Marie Virginia in nostra Universi- 
tate Oxoniensi, que diu prope casura erat, ut ad ejusdem Universilatis 
amicos scribere hoc ipsum edificium nos frequenter compellat. Id 
est quod ex te petimus, vir humanissime, ut nobis posceniibus aliquid 
ad ipsam ecclesiam construendam elargiri veils. Quicquid equidem 
nobis, gravissimos labores gravlssimasque expensas pro construenda 
ecclesia subeuntibus, abs te collatum erit, id nobis gratissimum pro- 
fecto erit, atque ad perpetuam' tui in nos amoris tuique nominis 
raemoriam. Rogamus te etiam atque etiam, ut dominum episcopum 
Lichfeldensem, cui nullos unquam frusira te commendatos fecisse 
cognovimus, ad confcrcnda in nos beneficia acuas atque agites. 
Nihil hac re nobis gratius atque optatius poteris faccre. Et optime 
valeat tua reverentia, humanissime doctor. 

' These three wortlE ire added on Ibe margin by > contcinporary hand. 

' ferftluum ib. 






EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 




I 




400. 
To Master George Strangulsshe. 
No doubt you an aware ef the disgraceful slate of S. Marj/t^ 
Church, which is so old and ruinous that our most competent advisert 
consider complete rebuilding necessary. That work according!}' uk 
undertaken. We would therefore ask you nol only lo contrilmtt 
lo the fund wi are raising for that object, but also lo urge the Bishs>p 
of Lichfield to help us also. It will greatly please us to find thai 
this our letter has not been useless, and whatever the amount of the 
assistance it may bring, it will nol 6e more than we expect fro* 
your advocacy of our cause, and we shall thankfully accept it. 

HoNORABiLi viro, magistro Georgio Stranguisshe, Sec. Non putamo 
preteriisse te, litteratissjme doctor, quanta vetustate ecclesia Beati 
Marie Virginis in nostra Universitaie Oxoniensi non sine nosblK 
dedecore hucusque '. Ea est equideni ipsius ecclesic vetuatas, 
mullos ex nostralibus, illos maxime quibus respubiica Oxoniensls 
majori prefer cetcros cure est, in ipsam sententiam adduserit, 1 
a fundamento hec ipsa ecclcsia denuo conficiatur. Id nos opus 
perficiendum in nostros humeros jam pridem suscepimus. Rogatum 
te igitur habemus, vir humanissime, ul, prefer id quod ad ipsius 
ecclesie conslraclionem ex te dabitur, mum studium non tiesit quin 
dominum episcopum Lichfeldensem — scimus quantum ponderis tua 
gracia apud eum sit habitura — in hac causa commoveas faciliter ; 
nobis banc ecclesiani construentibus sua liberalitate in aliquo auo- 
currat. Ilaque facies nobis rem pergratam, si tua opera curaveris 
nos has ad te litieras frustra non dedisse. Quidquid in nos beneficii 
dederit, id nobis gratum eerie atque, le in causa loquenie, expectatum 
erii, Et diu et optime vale, humanissime doctor. 

401. 

To the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield. 

To be sure of your warm feeling toward this University is 

a very great comfort to us, and more especially is it so at a lint* 

when, as is now the case, we stand in need of the succour of those 

have our welfare at heart. Our good friend master Stephen 

Browne, in an address delivered here, very clearly gave us to utider- 

stand thai you are favourably inclined to us, and a donation worthy 

• Snpply ngUilur. 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 



571 



task of ribiiilding S, Mary's will 
: Our means are all hut exhausted 
■I forced to appeal to those in high 
so that anything you give v/ill 6e 



ef your lordsfap to help us m oui 
thow all men how muih you love t 
by paying the workmen, and we <■ 
places both 0/ church and state ; 
well spent. 

Revfrendo in Cristo pairi ac domino, domino Johanni, divina »490- ] 
providentia Conventriensi et Lichefeldensi episcopo, *c. Etsi nobis 
omnibus non nisi graium vehementer esse polutt, quod Ononiensis 
respubiica semper tibi antehac cara ejttitit, dignissime presul, maximis 
tamen jam letitiis afficimur te ex ipsis nostre Univereilatis alumnis 
esse, qui eidem Universitali plurimum prodesse studeant; presertim 
cum eo perducia sit. ut amicissimorum virorum auxiliis modo indigere 
videatur, Venit ad nos, circiter quartum Kalendas Julias, magister 
Stephanus Browne, noslre Universitatis amantissimus. Is de tua 
reverends palemitale audienlibus nobis proposuit, ex quibus tuum 
in noa amorem facile perspicere potuimua. Si quid nobis ecclesiam 
Beate Marie Virginis in nostra Universiiaie Oxoniensi de novo 
conslrnendam suscipientibus — aliquid lua dominatione dignum — con- 
cesseris, facias ut tuum erga nos amorem omnes homines apertissime 
atque perpetuo intelligant. Cogimurf reverendissime paler, suscepto 
hoc onere, nostris insuper facullatibus labore artificum fere absumplis, 
reverendissimos dominos dignissimosque viros ui nobis succurrant Fol. 166 a, 
rogalos habere ; et nihil ad hoc edificium offerre poteris, presul 
dignissime, quod le fnistra in nos contulisse posthac merito dicere 
debeas. Et semper vaieai tua reverends palernilas, domine prestan- 
lissime atque a 



I 402'. 

The Schools of Theology and Canon law having been compleled at 
our expense, and Doctor Lichfield having conceived a wish to leave 
some monument of his name among us, it was suggested to him thai 
nothing could be better adapted for the purpose than the rebuilding of 
S. Mary's Church, our ancient place of Convocation, now in a dangerous 
slate of dilapidation. To this end he gave a large sum, but is not 
able to finish the work. We therefore invite you, with others of 
distinguished position, to help us, and thereby sUmultUe also the bene- 
volence of others. 

ExTRucTis et prope consummatifl sacre theologie et canonum scolis, 
I quod onus ad nostram rempublicam attinebat, cof;itabat apud se 
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discretus vir magister Lychfyld, legum doctor, quid sua 

dignum in nostra Universilale relinquere posset. Consultum est d 

i pnidentibus et a doctissimis persuasum, nihil eum illuslrius 
facere posse quam ut ecclesiam Beale Virginis, ubi celebriores fiunt 

;t frequent issimiiB senatus occurrit, jam periculum ingredienlibus 
minitantem, item faciat' reparari. Qui, ut vir prudens, doctorura 
nitens sententiis, magnam nosire Universitati summam ad ea inchoanda 
edificia concessit. Cui tamen operi jam incepto finem facere non 
lioiest. Quare vestram humanitatem obsecramus, vir egregie, ut inter 
ceteros claros viros vestra non dcsint auxilia: augescet enim sic 
vestri nominis fama erilque ad similia perpetranda ceteris exemplar. 



illustrissime * 



403- 

Priori de Merton'. 



ask a /avomr,^^ 
to do otherwise. 



i always more agreeable to us to grant than t 
but our circumstances al present are sueh as compel u 
Our Church of S. Mary, long in a dangerous condition, must be 
pulUd dawn, and, by the help of God, rebuilt. This is a work the 
completion whereof will confer great honour both on those who ask 
and those who give their aid. Let then your contribution be such as 
they usually give who are of noble character and station. But, give 
what you may, it shall be welcome Because your offering. 

Etsi longe magis optatum nobis semper fuit in alios benefida 
conferrc quam eadem a quoque mortalium pubJice expetere, tamen 
ejusmodi sunt conditiones nostrorum temporum, que nos prius ab 
aliia beneficia querere quam in alios conferre impellunt. Ecclesia 
namque Beate Marie intra Universilatem Oxoniensem, que vix — tain 
est antiqua — magno cum periculo hucusque stelerit, per nos funditus 
dinienda est ; pauUo post, Deo danle, iterum construenda. Que 
si Integra atque perfecla nostris laboribus tandem reddatur, et illis 
a quibus beneficia conferuntur, et his per quos ipsa beneGcia ex- 
petuntur, magnos honores allatura esL Te igilur rogatum eliam 
atque etiam habemus, honorande Prior, quatenus tua in nos munus- 
cula tali a esse possint, quaJia a prestantissimis viris et dominis 
condonari solent. Qualiacunque erunl, nobis certe, quia ei te 
porriguntur, gratissima atque acceptissima erunt. Et diu valeat tua 
paternitas. 

' facias MS. ' The remB.inder U lacking ; this is probably a form of circolu 
letter. ' Thi* title i» writteo on the margin. 
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The eondilion of S. Mary's Church causes us no small anxiety. The ^o\. iS8k-l 
roof is in so bad a state that the rain pours in and the open air is hardly 
less sheltered. We cannot bear to see the building thus ruinous, and 
have undertaken to rebuild it. We will do our best, and hope you will 

give some help. 

NoN parva sollicitudine et cura afficimur, honorande rector, quod i' 
ecclesia Beate Marie Virginis in nostra Universilate Oxonie, per cujus 
tectum cadente pluvia humores aquei largissime infunduntur — adeo 
certe ut non procul intersit an quisquam vel in ipsa ecclesia vel sub 
divo et apertissimo celo steterit — ad nostras manus jam construenda 
devolvitur. Non possumus non egre ferre quod tam lacera cunctis 
appareat atque confracta. Faciemus igilur quod in nobis est. Quod 
si nobis tantas curas atque expensas subeuntibus aliquas opes conferre 
curabis, rem toli reipublice Oxoniensi pregratam profecto Tacies. £t 
diu vale, dignisaime rector. 

405 '■ 

We have tiever doubled your regard for us, and now an occasion 
occurs, in which you can show its sincerity. We must rebuild S. Mary's 
Church, decayed by age ; and if you will rettder us some aid in this 
wort, all men will see that your affection for the University is as great 
as we have always believed it lo be. 

Etsi nullo unquam lempore dubitamus, vir humanissime, quin M 
nostre reipublice semper esses amantissimus, tamen ea res nobis ante 
oculos jam posita est, in qua poteris ipsum luum in nos nostramque 
rempublicam amorem facillime atque apertissime ostendere. Quod si 
quitquam ad edificium ecclesie Beate Marie Virginis in nostra Uni- 
versilate, que consideraia ejus antiquitate per nos nostrosque amicos 
re€dilicanda est, elargiri velis, id efRcies ut omnes inlelligant nos a le 
lanium amari quantum ipsi semper exisiiinamus. Hoc nobis gratius 
faccre nihil poteris, idque ut facias te vehementer rogamus. Et semper 
optime vale, vir humanissime. 

406. 
■ Doctori Boket*. 

Perhaps you have heard of the trouble caused us by the state ef 

S. Mary's Church ; Ike roof of which is broken and in holes. As our 

* No title. ' The litlci in tbU put of the MS. ore genenlljr on the 
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awn mians do not suffice, ive find it nectssary to write to our mott 
influential friends for help ; and if you contribute, as we hope ym 
mill, you will be doing us a very great service. 

AuDiSTi foriasse, egregie doctor, quanta jam cura aflScimur, qm- 
lenus ecclesia Beate Marie in nostra UnivereJlale, que tectum undique 
lac«rum aique confracium habet, per nos his nostris tetnporibus eon- 
ficiatur. Ad quod quum nostras opes baud suffecluras esse videanius, 
ad alios digniasimos \'if03 pro habendo auxilio nostras litteras con- 
scribere impellimur. Si igitur — quod confidimus fore — aliquid in nos 
benelicii conferre velis, sutnmo nos a te beneficio aSectos arbiOs- 
bitnur. Diu «t optime vale, nostri semper mei 



407. 

Domino Jobaani Bygoell, millti. 
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We should be sorry, gallant sir, that you should think it importunate in 
us to write to you ; for our difficulties oblige us against our inclination 
to do so. Our Church of S- Mary has now reached such a ruinous 
condition that few would willingly venture into it, at least in stormy 
Wtathtr : and all right-thinking people would blame its, if we were 
not I oncerntd to repair it. Thi wages of the workmen have taken all 
our money ; if then you can htlp, your donation will be most acceptable 



NoLUMUs tibi persuadeas, strenuissime miles, nos has nostras litteras 
importune scripsisse, preserlim cum ea jam cura nobis relicta sit, que 
nos ad ejusmodi litteras scribendas non solum inducat sed etiam 
trahat atque rapial frequentissime. Suscepimus in nos jampridem 
constructionem ecclesie Beate Marie in nostra Universitate Oxoniensi ; 
que ad tantas hac nostra elate fracturas pervenit, ut pauci sint qui 
earn sua sponte ingredi, proeellarum saltern temporibus, cupiani atque 
presumant. Si enim nulla nos cura tangeret pro ecclesia sic confracta 
iterum conficienda, id nobis a quoque viro pmdenti vicio dari posset, 
Quidquid igitur nobis, quibus omnem fere pecuniam nosiram ad 
artificum loculos hoc ediAcium subtraxit, de tua liberalitate fueris 
elargjtus, id erit el nobis omnibus el nostre Oxoniensi reipublice 
graiissimum. Idque ut facias te obiestamur atque obsecramus. Et 
semper vale, pnideniissime atque strenuissime miles. 
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408 ». 

Having underlakm Ike rebuilding of S. Mary's Church, we have 
made up ovr minds to apply lo you among our other friends to help us. 
The building is in so tottering a Stale that people fear to stand near it in 
windy weather ; we invite you then to give us such a sum as you may 
think suitable for such a work, and so lay us under a great oliligoHon. 

Post susceptam in nos curam construendi ecclesiam Beaie Marie in 
nostra Universitate Oitoniensi, cujus vetusLissimutn teclum usque adeo 
debilitatum est ut veniorum maxime lempestale prope sianles timore 
afficiat, tarn ad te quam ad alios nostros amicos scribendum esse 
instituimus. Neque aliud quicquam ex te petimos, quam ut huic 
edificio id rei abs te tribuaiur quod eidem conducere posse arbitrabere. 
Si ita Ceceris, id ad nos te dedisse putato quod nobis gratiasimum fuit. 
Et diu vale, vir humanissime. 

409'. 

After much anxiety and care involved in the repair of S. Mary' s Yo\. tSj ». 
Church, when we came lo rebuild the walls, decayed by lapse of lime, we 
found the task quite beyond our powers ; and therefore resolved lo ask the 
assistance of those able to give it. As we have reason to reckon you 
among our friends, we hope you will help us, and /hereby merit our \ 

abiding thankfulness. 

Post multos labores, nonnullas insuper anxietates animique curas, 1490. 
quas his diebus perpessi sumus pro conficienda ecclesia Beale Marie 
Virginis in nostra Universitate Oxoniensi, ad cujus muroa levandos 
nimia jam vetuslate correptos cum nos inniteremur, tandem com- 
pertum habuimus esse longe supra nostras vires ut solum per nos 
lanmm edificium dcnuo conficeretur. Aliorum igitur digniss 
virorum auxilia eipelenda esse cetisuimus. Quod Hi lu, quern n 
semper amatorem fuisse speramus, aliquid eidem ecclea 
id efficies in Oxoniensem rempublicam ut te semper postbac merito 
diligal. £t semper valeat tua reverentia. 

410. 
Doctor! Kalbeke. 

Vour liberality to our University has been sufficiently manifested by 

your recent generosity, and we heartily thank you /or the same, and yet 

we hope thai your goodness of heart and sympaihy with misfortune v/iU 

' * ' No lillc. 




I 



you know very well how old S. Maryt- 

eilher il must be rebuilt at once or it will tumhU 

0/ the two alternative! the latter seems quite inadmissible, and 

■use must adopt the former. Whatever you give us we shall gratefully 

accept. 

Etsi tua in nos nostramque rempublicam liberalitas satis perspecia 
alque cognita semper fuit, ex his saltern rebus, q«e in nos aba te hos 
prope dies collaie sunt^quare nos libi semper immonales gratias 
habebimus — speramus lamen ea te esse humanitate eaque animi 
mansuetudine, ul te saltern in causa Oxoniensis reipublice nostiis 
litteris rogatum habere libere possimus. Satis supraque sa 
vir doctissime, quanta est antiquitas ecclesie Beate Marie Virginia^ 
Oxonie. Tam est certe inveterata, ut vel in lerram corruat vel per. 
nos in brevi conficiatur necesse erit. Quorum prinium quum 
licere videatur, ad alterum nos djvertere oporlet. Qui(3quid enim 
beneficii, quo ipsa ecclesia celerrime renoveiur, abs te co!!atiim erit, 
id erit nobis vehementer gralum profecto. Et diu vale, lilteratissinw 
doctor. 



\ 



411. 

Magistro Thome Haywode, Decano ecclesie Llchfildensis, J 
et domino episcopo Laodavensi. 

As you have ever been most solicitous to maintain the University i 
dignity and efficiency, you will not be displeased if we write to you si 
thing of its condition at present. The task of rebuilding the aneieitt | 
Church of S. Mary the Virgin has devolved upon us; if then you n 
show your benevolence by assisting us in this work, we shaU be vtrp 1 
thankful. 

Cum id maximopere semper antehac curaveris ut respublica Oxon- 1 
iensis Integra semper atque saiva esset, existimavimus non injucundura ' 
tibi fore si tuam prestantiam quo in statu ipsa respublica esset per ' 
nostras lilteras certiorem faceremus. Quod si nos, quibus ipsa res- ' 
publica maximejam cure est, ad ejusdem reipublice vel augende vel 
conservande uiilitatem, aliquo beneficio donare velis, nos tibi perpetuo 
devinctos esse fades ; amplissimam proinde laudem et amorem r 
cepiurus. Ecclesia Beate Marie in nostra Universilate, que jam 
est, ad nostras manus jam construenda relinquitur. Si 
igitur tuam in nos liberalilatem in aliquo modo ostenderis, rem nobis 
gralissimam feceris. Qualecunque tuum in nos beneGcium erit gra- 
lisfimum profecto erit. Et diu vale, &c. 





EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 577 

412'. 

As one of our members, naturally therefore mieresttd in the matter, 
and as one also tohose circumstances render it easy, we beg you to con- 
tribute, according toyour ability, to our funds for repairing S. Mary's 
Church. We have paid away nearly all our money to the workmen, 
desiring to gel the work done quickly, and any donation will be par- 
ticularly acceptable. 

Ex sermonibus mulConim Tortassis audisCi, dilecte confrater, eccle- 
siam Beate Marie Oxonie per nos in brevi esse consCruendan). Ex- 
posuimus fere omnem pecuniam nostrara ad manus artificum * assidue 
indies laborantium, quo ipsa eccle^ia celeriler a fundamenio edificetur. 
Cum igitur unus ex nostris confrairibus sis, alque is ad quern hec res 
videtur spectare, is pretereaqui nobis facile benefacere possis, rogamus 
quatenus juxta luas vires auxiliurn nobis ferre velis atque cupiaa. 
Quicquid peeuniarum nobis banc curam subeunlibus concesseris id 
erit nobis majorem in modum gratum. Quod ut facias magnopere 
cupimus atque rogamus. Vale et nostri memor esto. 



413'- 

The Church of S. Mary has become so dilapidated thai it has long 
been unsafe to enter it. we have therefore unanimously resolved to pull 
down the building, and construct an entirely new one ; for which purpose 
a large sum is needed, and our funds are quite exhausted. Any assistanet 
you can give will be gratefully received, 

PosTEAQUAM nobiscum diu atque frequenter animadvertissemus in u 
quam vetustalem eccleaia Beate Marie Virginis in nostra Universitate 
nostris temporibus inciderit, communi omnium nostrum ' sententia 
tandem constiiutum est ut, ad ingredientium et egredientium peri- 
culum penitus amovendura, ipsa ecclesia funditus everteretur ; ut, 
quamprimum nobis ex nostrorum amicorum liberaliiate tantus pecu- 
nianim acervus accrescerei, etiam conficerelur. Magnam pecuniarura 
Bummam, lam ex nostro erario quam ex aliorum dignissimorum FoL iSfth 
virorum archis et bursis contraciam, ad artificum manus exposuimus. 
Speramus tamen fore tandem ut, partim abs te pariim ex aliis aman- 
lissimis viris recepta pecunia, ipsa ecclesia construcla alque curata 
videatur. Si igttur nobis auxiliurn jam fcrre velis, non mode de con- 
servanda sed etiam de augenda republica Oxoniensi te vinim studio- 
' No title. ' artifitium MS. ' notlrorvm, corrected in MS, 
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non solum nr>s. quibus admin istratio Oxoniensis reipublice sumnie 
jam cure est, sed etiam eos, ad quorum nianus ipsius leipublice ad- 
ministratto poslhac devolvetur, dbi devinctos esse oporleal ; lamen 
aliquid, post infiniias aique immortales gratias, quas lue reverende 
paternitati semper habebimus, ex tua palemitate modo petendum esse 
censuimus. Si tua dominatio aliquid beneficii nobis ecclesiam Beate 
Marie Virginis in Universitale Oxonie a fundamento construentibus 
presiare velit, talia ex lua reverenda dominalione beneficia processisse 
faiebimur, qualia ad tui nominis immortalitatem valilura esse nostrates 
omncs arbitrabuQtur. Id ut facias te eiiam atque etiam rogatiun 
habemus, lionorande pater. 

416. 
Priori Coventrlensl. 
We are very tensible of your generous behaviour towards our Unrver' 
tily ; and do not conceal our gratitude, though at present we can see no 
way of making any return for your goodness. If there is anything in 
which you think we can serve you, consider that we shall be very ready 
lo do it. We should very thankfully receive a donation, which your 
incorporation leads us to expect. 

AjiPLissiUA tua beneficia, quibus nostram rempublicam Oxoniensem 
jampridem afTecisli, id efliciunt ut te virum Oxoniensis reipublice 
amaniisaimum nostrates omnes facillime intelligant atque apertissime 
predicent. Habemus tibi immortales gratias, quas utinam libi ali- 
quando referre possemus, pro liac lua in nos liberalitate. Non dcfirai 
nostrum studium ad excogitandas vias, ut pro tuis in nos beneficiis 
viros nos beneficiorum memores cognoscere posses. Quod si quic- 
quam in nostra manu est, quod tibi conducerc posse arbiiraberis, id 
DOS libi libenter concessuros esse cogilaio. Si te in Universitatem 
Oxoniensem pro suscipienda in corpora tione conferre velis, rem nobis 
eque expectatam alque tibi gratam facies. El diu vale, &c. 



417- 

Domino Johanni Halwell, millti: Maglstrla Ricardo Sher- 
born, Halse, et ffiztberberd, executoribus ' episcopi 
Coventrlensis. 

The late bishop, to whom we wrote on the suhjeci, expressed his 
1 approval of our design of rebuilding S. Mary's Church; and said — as 
' ixaftutioribits MS. 
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we are assured by trustworthy persons — that he woalil give taren^M 
pounds, at the least, towards that object. You will now have the cAi^fl 
Iribufion of his effects, and among other charitable works we suggest iieM 
rebuilding of the church, a work, we would add, that will confirrt 
h^h opinion we have always held 0/ your characters and — which 1 
surely most to be desired — cause its authors to be renumbered what A 



MisiHus nostras litteras superioribus diebus ad reverendum patremi 
et dominum, dominum episcopum Coventriensem eC Lichfildensem, 
dum in humanis ageret, quatenus aljquid ex sua liberalilate conrerre \ 
dignarelur, ad construct ionem ecclesie Beaie Marie intra Universi- " 
tatem Oxoniensem, quam hts nostris' re£dificare instituimtis. 
tanium ipsi reverendo patri nosire littere placueruni, que ex nobis ' 
miuerentur — Osoniensis reipubUce amantissimua dominus sempn' ' 
fuit— ut viginti libras, ad omne minus, se nobis daturum esse ukro ] 
polliceretur, uti ex fide dignorum relatione aperte satis intelleximus. 
Rogamus igitur vos, viri dignissimi — ad vestras manus noslri 
tissimi domini bona jam dispyonenda traducta sunt — quatenus inter 
cetera pietatis officia nostri memores sitis, aliquid conferenies ad 
ipsam ecclesiam quod ejus fabrice conducere posse arbitrabimini. Si 
id feceritis, viros vos oplimos. quates semper fuisse existimavimuB, 
merito judlcabimus. Id ui facialis vos etiam alque etiam rogatos 
habemus. Quid in vita lam egregium quam id aliquando fecisse, 
quod et post mortem suum faciorem reviviscere facial? PoteritiB 
jam ejusmodi in nos officium exercere liberalitaris, que vcsira nomina, 
saltern in Oxoniensi republica, mortua esse nullo unquam tempore 
permissura erit. Valete. 



418. 



a. Magistro Johanni Paschao, residentiario in ecclesia 
Exoniensi. 

Our labours and anxieties have been great in the building 0/ S. Mary's 

Church, and having now spent all the money we had collected from several 

generous friends, we have resolved to write to such other worshipful 

persons as have heretofore been most closely connected with us by friendly 

sympathies. To you then, as one of the most considerable, and one whote ' 

advancement in life has placed him in a position of influence and meant, 

'J address ourselves ; and we would observe that, in helping this 

•..you will do what some have done unasked; what all our well- 

• diclmt omitted in MS. 




wishers desirt lo ste accomplished ; and what will be an honour lo 
jiounelf and a great benefit lo the Vniversify. Either Dr. Taylor or 
Dr. Silke will lake charge of any sum you may give. 

Cru post nonnullos labores eosque gravissimos, gravissimas insuper 
curas, quas hoc tempore conficiendi ecclesiam Beate Marie in nostra 
Universiiate Ojconiensi perpessi fuimus, nostras opes, a nonnullis 
amantissimis viris acquisitas, consuinptas esse adverlereiniis ; ad alios 
dignissimos viros, eos preseriim, qui Oxoniensem rempublicam maximo 
semper amore complexi sunt, scribendum esse duximus. Cum igitur 
Oxoniensis reipublice amantissimus omnium judicio merito censendus 
sis, quique in ilium virum evasisti, qui et auctoritate el polestaie 
plurimum valeas, ad tc potissimum nostras lilteras modo perferendas 
esse curavimus. Quod si aliquid ex te dabilur ad construendam 
ecclesiam Bcate Marie Osoniis, que jam velustissima est ; id efficies 
quod nonnulli dignissimi viri sua sponte faciunt; id efiicies quod 
amatorcs Oxoniensis reipublice omnes plurimum cupiunt; id efficies 
quod et tibi honori et Oxoniensi reipublice ulililati admodum erit. 
Rogamus te igitur majorem in raodum, si quid ad banc fabricam ex 
tua liberalitate tribuatur, ejus curam, ut ad nos secure perferaiur, 
relinquas vel domino doctori Taylor vel domino doctori Silkc, quorum 
I Utrumque Oxoniensis reipublice amantissimum esse cognoscimus. Et 
'a vale, 



419. 

Domino Thome Chawndelere, decano Herefordensi. 

We have often called lo mind the great affection you bore lo this 
University, thriving and illustrious in your Chancellorship, ami we 
cannot doubt you love it still : we have made up our minds, there/ore, to 
kit you the state of our affairs. S. Mar^s Church is so old and ruinous 
that we can no longer use it, as hitherto, for our solemn Acts, with any 
credit lo ourselves. In undertaking the rebuilding of the Church, we have 
relied upon the help zve should receive from our friends, by whose liberality 
we have already purchased and brought to Oxford a large part of the 
material for the ornamental stone work. If, as a mark of your old 
affection, you contribute something lo this object, you wilt do what is at 
once serviceable and meritorious. 

PosTEAQUAM diu atque frequenter nobiscum jampridem cogitassemus 
I quam libi chara Oxoniensis respublica semper ab ioeunte elale fucrai, 
I que te duce el reclore iniegerrima atque ornatissima semper fuit, pula- 
I vimus prisdnum ilium tuum amorem nondum esse delelum. Quare 
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luam reverendam patemitaiem quo in sialu ipsa respublica jam Tuerit 
certiorem facere decrevimus. Suscepimus in nos jamdudum construc- 
lionem ecclesie Beate Marie in nostra Universiiaie : in qua quidem 
ecclesia propter nimiam ejus antlquilatem nostros aclus nisi ad 
noslrum dedecus diulius celebrare non possumus. Neque id oneris 
et laboris in nos suscepissemus, nisi plurimum essetnus tisi in bonitate 
nostrorum amicorum, quorum liberalitaie effectum est ut magna atque 
ornala et polita par-i lapidum ad ponendos muros comparaia atque in 
Universilalem adducta sit. Si igitur pro veleri tua in nos dilectione 
lua reverentia aliquid auxilii huic open concessura est, rem nobis eque 
utilem atque tibi, uti speramus, meritoriam facies. Quod ut facias 
luam reverendam paternltalem eUam atque etiam rogatam habemus. 
£l diu valcat lua reverentia, digne decane. 



420. 

Haglstro Roberto Jefferey, Archldiacaoo ecclesie 

Herefordensis. 

your Humermis bcne/ailions lo this Univtrsily and to individuai 

members thereof are suck as might well delir us from asking further 

favours, did not our present a'reumslances fully justify this applieaiion. 

Long deliberation how ut may best proceed in the rebuilding of S. Mary't 

Church—which is in danger of falling fro/n its great antiquity — have 

determined us to apply for help lo our old friends ; and your wealth and 

generosity to the deserving bid us invite you to help us in this great 

QuAHQt'AU lua beneficia el in nostram rempublicam Oxoniensem et 
maxime in eos, qui in nostra Universitale litlerarum studiis incubu- 
erunt, collata talia sunt qualia nos ab amplioribus beneticiis ex te 
petendis juste retrahere possent; ejusmodi tamen occasionem nobis 
modo oblatam esse videmus, que nos non imporiunos sed justissimos 
petitores esse facile declarabit. Post diuturnas aique frequcntea con- 
gregationes in nostra Universitate, in quibus longo temporis Intervallo 
perelitimus, consukntes quomodo ecclesiam Marie Oxonie, que his 
noBtris diebus ad tanlam veiustatem pervenit ut prope casura esse 
videatur, denuo per nos construe re tur, in ipsam tandem sentcnllam 
pervenimus ut veteres Universitatis amicos super ejus constructione 
admonitos faceremus, atque ut nobis succurrant eosdem rogaios 
haberemus. Cum igitur in eum virum evasisti, dignissime archi- 
diacone, qui mulla atque merito possideas, quique colidle benelicia 
prestas in quoscunque de le benemeritos, te rogatum habemus qua- 
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tenus, non obstanlibus luis superioribus turn in nosiram rempublicain 
turn in noslros viros scholasticos bencRciis, nobis in tanlis nostris 
laboribus aux ilium ferre velis. Quicquid nobis ex tua reverentia 
dabitur, id erit nobis majorem in modum graium. Id nl Tacias tuam 
reverentiam eliam aique etiam rogatam habemus. Diu vale, dignis- 
sime archidiacone. 

421. 

Reverendo patri et domino, domino Thome, divina 
providentia Herefordensi eplscopo. 
Though by your gentrosity lo us, particularly as viani/esttd by your 
exhihilions to slui/enls, you have won a name /or Ubirality and bounty, 
and Wt are reluctant to ask for further help^yet the dilapidated struelure 
of S. Mary's Church is in so serious a condilion as to threaten a speedy 
fall. We are now writing, therefore, every day to such of our old friends 
as are able to assist us, invoking their aid. The stone for the work is 
being raised from the quarries, and much of it already prepared for use, 
but the undertaking is arduous ; and we beg for your help, in return 
for which we can promise you the gratitude of future generations. 

Etsi te eum erga nos nostramque rempublicam semper prebuisii ut 
I te dominum benelicentissimum atque liberatissimum merito appelkre 
debeamus, pro his niaxime beneRciis quibus non paucos nosLre Uni- 
versitatis studentes liberalissime atque beneficenCissime afTecisti, in ea 
lamen tempora devenimus, que, non obstantibus superioribus illisque 
maximis tuis beneficiis, nos modo ad tuam reverendam dominationem 
pro petendo atque habendo auxilio confugere impellunt. Satis nosti, 
dignissime presul, cum Uxonils ipse ageres, quanta antiquitate ecclesia 
Beate Mane Virginia intra Universitatem afliciebatur. Hec in tantam 
jam veiuslalem pervenil, ut non solum dedecus ejus tectum— onde- 
cunque lacerum est — afTerat, verum de casu atque niina previdere 
atque curare nos facial. Transcribuntur nostre liiterecotidiead vetercs 
Universitatis amicos, inter quos cum le in virum preclariasiroum 
dominumque prestantissimum aique amantissimum evasisse perspicia- 
mus, rem banc tante paternitati signiticandam esse decrevimus. "ESo- 
diunlur cotidic lapides ad construendam ecclesiam, ex quibus magna 
pars polita atque positioni parata est. Si igitur nobis tantos labores 
ingredientibus tua veneranda dominatio in aliquo subvenire dignum 
duxerit, id efRciet ut quern nos jam vehememer atque merito diligimus 
1 nostra posteritas post multa secula amare atque perpetuo recordari 
I debeal. Id ut tua prestans dominatio faciat vehememer petunus aique 
L rogamus eliam atque etiam. Et diu valeai tua reverenda palernitas. 
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422. 
Episcopo Rofensi, 

■ by experience uihai il is lo build su(h a ckurck as 



S. Marys. We have had however one encauragemeni, than which thert 
could be none greater, in freely spending all we had upon the work ; ana\ 
that is the opportunity hereby presented to the more distinguished sons o^ 
Oxford of assisting their mother the University in this undertaking. 
If you will give a substantial contribution, you will lay us tmder OM 
everlasting obligation. 

Cum nostras opes, post susceptum opus construendi ecclesiam 
Beate Marie in nostra Universiiate Oxoniensi, defecisse ac prope 
consumptas esse jampridem conspexissemus ; quarum expositionem 
tanto minus curavimus quod alios viros ad prestanda beneGcia alacriores 
atque promptiores redderemus, nihil nos tain consolari potuit quam 
nosltam Universilatem ejusmodi filios edidisse, qui eidem sue matri— 
turn quia prude ntissimi turn quia poteniissimi — facile subvenire pos- 
sent. Comperimus tandem quid sit tan tarn ecclesiam conticere. St 
igitur tua reverenda dominaiio aliquo nos beneficii genere donatos 
relinquat quod ad hanc ecclesiam constniendam utile censebitur, id 
tuam preslantissimam dominationem fecisse judicabimus, quod nos 
perpetuo tibi devotos esse faciei. 

423. 

Episcopo Norwicensi. 

No doubt there are those who will consider us foolish in having under- 
takett the rebuilding of S. Mary's Church, when we foresaw that our 
funds would be insufficient : yet we were so distressed at the stale of the 
building — so bad that we have long been unable to hold our academical 
mtetifigs there — that we preferred to incur their censure rather than 
neglect the vital interests of our University, Your assistance will be 
most thankfully received. 

Etsi nos quonimdam fortasse judiciis multum itnprudenter fecisse 
censebimur, quod ecclesiam Beate Marie in nostra Universiiate Oxoni- 
ensi his diebus construendam esse curavimus, presertim cum ad, 
tanium edificium ponendum ipsi nostras opes baud sufTecturas esse 
previderimus; tamen permoti tam' ipsius ecclesie vetustate — que 
nobis jam diu impedimento fuit quominus in ea nostros actus, Uti 
' Or pertimps turn MS. Read Cum lamtit permati, &c ; cf. ep. 49 5. 
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consuevimus, celebrare potuimus — in nostronim amicorum liberalitate 
conRsi, ipgius ecclesie fabricam atque cons! nictu ram aggressi sumus, 
poiius elegimus id nobis imprudeniie et vicio dari, quam nosire rei- 
publice satutem atque integritacem non curare. Si igitur tua reverenda 
paternitas aliquo noa beneficio afficere velit, quod huic nostre fabrice 
conducere possit, rem nos gratissimam abs tua reverends dominatione 
accepisse fatebimur. Et diu, &c. 



I 



424. 

Episcopo Ellensl. 

The objects of benevolence are often those best known or most loved ; 
yet it is in their desire to kelp the needy, though not known to them, that 
we see the generosity and charily of the noblest and wisest of men. We 
have no merits and no services to plead, the more therefore do we reckon 
upon your wide sympathies and generosity in appealing for help to rebuild 
the ruinous Church of S. Mary, the scene of all our Academical Ads. 

Etsi id frequentissime faciunt omnes sapientissimi viri ut nullos, 
nisi ex his quos vel noLissimoa vel dilectos plurimum habent, magnis 
beneficiis afficiant, ipsam tamen plenimque in gravissimis sapientis- 
simisque viiis et humanitatem et liberalilalem perspicunus, ut indi- 
genlibua etsi ignotis plurimum prodesse frequenter studeant. Fatemur 
equidetn, gravissime prudenlissimeque domine, nulla ' nostra— id quod 
scis — in le oflicia tanta aliquando extiiisse, que quicquam beneficii 
abs tua prestanti dominatione merito et jure aliquo vel vindicare vel 
sperare possemus', Magis igitur tua humanitate atque liberalitate quara 
ullis nostris erga te benedciis adducti, rogamus le Ut huic nostre 
petitioni alienum te non prebeas. Tarn est annosa ecclesi& Beate 
Marie in nostra Universitate Oxoniensi, in qua celebcrrimos Universi- 
tatis actus nostri majores hucusque semper celebraninl, ul ipsam 
ecclesiam in brevi casuram esse, nisi ejus vetustati cilissime suc- 
curratur, dicere non vereamur. Quicquid tua prestantia ad hoc 
edificium conferre velil id erit nobis profecto gratissimum. 

425- 

Doctor! BortoD. 

Our censors, who may blame us for not foreseeing that oar scanty 

•earn would fail us, will hardly disapprove our work, if they refect that 

the condition of the building was such that it was not only a disgrace to 

' ulla MS, ' ptiienl^ 
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Ikt Utiwersify, but a personal danger lo ourselves. We beg you mil 
excuse the brevily of our leltrr, and be sure of our great gralitude for 
any money you can send us. 

Si qui sini qui nosirum lactum foriasse condeniiiabunt, quod in 
tania Tiostrarum pecuniarum lenuitate, quam previdisse debueramus, 
conslruclionem ecclesie Beaie Matie in nostra Universilale aggressi 
siimus; cum lamen, turn ui noa omni periculo liberaremus — ipsa pro- 
fecio ecclesia nimium vetusia atque confracta est — lum ' ad Uni\'ersi- 
tatis decorem, id nos fecisse animadverterint, ab eisdem hunc nostrum 
constniendi laborem probatum iri existimavimus. Haud te djutius 
nostris litieris faiigabimus. Quicquid abs le ad tiujus ecclesie fabricam 
concedetur, id erit nobis majorem in moduin gratum. Volumus atque 
rogamus ignoscas huic brevttati nostranim liiteranitn. 

Acquittance of Eycsham Abbey. 
NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russell, Lincolni- 



1 episcopum et Universiiaiia Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Johannem 
North et Roberlum Wykys, ejusdem procuralores, recepisse et habuisse, 
die confectionis preseniiuin, de Abbate et convenlu de Ensham in 
comitate Oxoniensi, sedecim aolidos octo denatios steriingorum bone 
et iegalis monete Anglie, in partem solutionis cujusdam annue pen- 
Bionis predicte Universitati per ptefatos Abbatem et convenium debite : 
De quibus quidem sedecim solidis ocio denariia falemur nos esse 
solutos, diclosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per pre- 
sentes sigilto nostro communi signatas. Datum in nostre congregalionis 
domo, anno regni regis Henrici septimi post conguestum sexto, mcnsis 
Decembris die seplimo. 

426. 
Doctor! Sylk. 
your goodness shows how great is your love for us, and we shall nei'er 
forget it, nor do we desire to express our gratitude only for those 
be/ufils you at this present lime so abundantly and openly pour upon 
us, but also for the intention you not obscurely manifest to help us in 
the future : it is the motive of the giver that enhances the gift. We 
have no means of rewarding you, for, though we have enrolled you 
among our benefactors and made you a partaker of our prayers for 
them, we feel that we have not done all we ought to do. Please excuse 
the shortness of this letter; we are very busy, stones are being laid, 
walls and posts are being renurred, and the work is in full swing. 

• turn repeated over the line, MS. 
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TuA in nos immortalia beneficia facile ostenduni ' quanlo nos amore 
prosequeris. Habemus tibi infinilas gratias, cum pro his, que in nos 
posthac tua sponte le facturum esse lalenier oslendis, turn pro his, que 
in Oxoniensem rempublicam liberalissime gratissimeque hos prope 
dies graiissime atque apertissime feceris. Tanto lua in nos beneficia 
pluris estimabunCUT quanto ex animo liberali alque grato, imo verius 
gratissimo atque liberali ssi mo, processerunt, Non sunt equidem in 
nostra poteslale cum qujbus parem lib! graliam referentes respon- 
deamus ; qui, etsi te inter benefactores Universilatis numerandum 
censuimus, addentes preterea — partim luorum erga nos meritorum 
permoti, partim vero rogatibus venerabilis viri tui amantissimi, domini 
doctoris Taylor, atque precibus adducti — ut suffragiorum posthac in FoL i6gai 
Universiiate dicendorum particeps Geres, tamen nos nostro officio vix 
Balisfecisse arbitramur. Parce huic brevilali nostrarum liiterarum. 
Sumus jam in mediis laboribus : aptantur lapides posittoni, assidue 
divelluntur parietes, postes removentur, laboralur vehementer. Nulla 
ex te beneficia aut recepimus aut recipiemus, que nobis non gratissima 
atque probatissiraa erunt, Cetera que voles accipies ex doctore Taylore, 
cui carissimus es. El nos tui semper amanlissimos fore tibi persuadeas. 
Oxonit Idibus Decimbribus. 



■ 427. 

Maglstro W. Holcombe, precentor! de Seyot-mare-otrey. 

If we felt any doubl as lo your liberality and rcadiitess lo help us, we 
should vsc a more studied form in asking your help for the work wt 
have in hand. We have, as you have doubtless heard, and shall have, 
until tor have rebuilt S. Mary's, a very absorbing work in hand: 
and we hnpe that you. whose close connexion with us dates from your 
very ehildliood, will render us some aid; a thing not difficult jusl now, 
when no offering will be unwelcome. 

Si de tua in nos voluntate et liberalitate dubitaremus, multis verbis 
et rogalibus a te peleremus ut Oxoniensi reipublice in hac ejus necessi- 
tate succurreres, Faucis ad te verbis utendum esse censuimus, pre- 
seriim cum is vir sis qui baud muliis rogatibus tua sponte in omnes de 
te benemerilos mulia beneficia liberalissime " frequenter conferre soles. 
Non dubitamus quin ad te perlatum sit quantus nos labor quanlaque 
assiduitas occupat atque occupabit, quousque ecciesia Beale Marie in 
nosi ra Universitate, quam his temporibus re^difitare instiluimtis, integrx 

' ^n in Hos tmine litis wntteu over ibe line i 
' litelariirimt MS. 
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perfectaque nostria laboribus reddatur. Valde igilur nobis' graium 
feceris, si pro veleri tua necessitudine, quam ab ipsis fere cunabulis 
nobiscum contraxisii, Oxoniensi reipubJice statim succurrendum esse 
duxeris. Id facillimum factu exisiimabis, cum nulla bene6cia his 
saltern temporibus ex nostris amicis in nos emanare possunt, quin 
eadem, que hoc tempore laboris, sodoris atque necessitads super- 
veniunt, a nobis omnibus gratissima judiceniur. Vale. 

I 428. J 

Doctor! Lee'. S 

// has been necessary to inviU the assistance of our old friends, to 
enable us to carry out the building of S. Mary's Church, a laborious 
Mnder taking, as you art, no doubt, aware; we believe all will ioon be 

L glad that they have conirOuted to this object, and shall gladly accept any 

\ turn you can give. 

Etsi ea est conditio nostre reipublice, ut nostra jam interesse per- 
spiciamus veteres Univcrsiiatis amicos pro eadem republica conser- 
vanda atque augenda admonitos rogatosque habere, putamus tamen 
atque speramus in brevi fore nullos ex ' nostris benefactoribus posse 
reperiri, qui nos beneficiis affecerunt, quin id sese fecisse letentur 
plurimum aiqiie vehementer gestiant. Non pulamiis te latere, pere- 
grcgie doclor, quaniit. aos laborious versaiuur pro construenda ccclesia 
Beate Marie in nostra Universitate. Si quid igitur, quod eidem 
edificio utile esse exisiimabis, fueris elargitus, maximum nos ex te 
beneficium accepisse fatebimur. 

429. 

Magistro Wlllelmo Mertooe. 

When we had begun the rebuilding of S. Mary's, we found our 
resources fail sooner than we had expected, and now write to you, as one 
of the oldest friends we have, and assure you that we shall be very 
sensible of your liberality if you will help us ; and in so doing you may 
be reckoned as it were a benefactor to your country, than which Cicero 
says there is no nobler title to honour. 

Cum post susceptum initium renovandi ecclesiam Beaie Marie, 

quam propter ejus vetustatem ad nostre Universitatis decorem re€di- 

' nobis repealed in MS. ' Od the margin is wtilleo ' Doctori Sutton.' 

Probably the aame letter was sent to both. * Over the line is written his qui 

net beneficiis affecerunt MS. 
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ficare necesse eral, nostras faeultates multo pauciores quam ab ipso 
initio putavimus repente factaa esse vidissemus, noslre reipublice 
caritate impulsi, cujus amaniissimus ipse etiam semper Tuisii, ad te 
ccnsuimus esse scribendum. Si igitur nostre reipublice ulilitali inser- 
vieris, le viri liberalissimi aique preclarissimi officio funclum esse non 
tacebimus ; cum nihil ex omnibus rebus humanis. ul apud Ciceronem 
legimus, preclarius aut prestantiua sit quam de republica benemereri. 
Rem te nobis pergratam fecisse cogitaio, si has ad te liiteras non 
fntstra perscripsisse tandem inlelleximus. 



430. 

Magistro Thome Reeve. 

s of our poverty, of which we soon hecami semihlt 
when we had begun to rebuild S. Mary's Church, is bitter, but, we 
hope, will not last long ; since we have so many friends of the very 
kind an emergency such as the present requires ; and there is nothing 
one should not do or bear cheerfully in the service of the common weal. 

Ubi ecclesiam Beate Marie in nostra Universilate jamdudum re- 
£di(icare ceperamus, aliqua siatim acerbita^ ex penuria pecuniarum 
subilo est subsecuta. Speramus lamen islam acerbitatem non diu- 
lumam fore, cum nostre Universitatis amalores ' tales sint quales 
prescrrim hoc tempore esse debeanl. Nihil nobis tam difficile aut 
acerbum putabitur quod pro republica gralo vultu atque equo animo 
suscipi sustinerique non debeaL Volumus tibi persuadeas, dilectlssime 
confraler, cumulum beneficiorum te in nos dedisse, si quo beneKdo 
Oxoniensem rempublicam modo donaturus sis. Vale. 



i 
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Magistro Thome Haywode, decano Lichfeldensi ; et 
Magistro Georgio Stranguyssh, doctori. 

We have received the sum of forty shillings, and are very grateful for 
this and your previous services which are ever fresh in our memory. 

Vestra in nos merita id jam efliciunt, dignissimi viri, uC vestri 1490. 
semper memores alque amantissimi perpetuo esse debeamus. Affere- 
bantur a vobis circilcr nonas Decembres quadraginta solid i. Habe- Pol. i6gb.<1 
tnus igiiur vobis immortales gratias. Puiabimus certe nostri officii 
semper posthac interesse, quibuscunque in rebus poterimus, vestris 
honestissimis voluntatibus morem gerere ; et diu valete. 
■ amici writleD over the line, MS. 
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Vicarlo de Tawnton, 

you, who have gmie through it, know haw great is Iht anxiety tkry 
kaiie to htar, who lai^trlake the building of a largf and beautiful church, 
at we now do. S. Mary's Church here is so old that we are obliged 
to rebuild il, and we ash your contribution, amongst others, for that 
object. Any sum will be acceptable. 

NoN potest te laiere, dileclissime confraler, cum experimenio cpgno- 
veris, quanlis sollicitudinibus alque curis illi afficiuntur. qui ecclesiam 
novam magnam atque omaiam facere innituntur. Considerata 
namque hoB prope dies antiquitate ecclesie Beate Marie in nostra 
Universitate Oxoniensi, nosiri officii interesse exisliniavimus tanie 
illius ecclesie velustati esse succurrendura. Hec cum ejusmodi sint, 
ad nostras amicos, ut nobis in tanlis laboribus constilutis auxilio esse 
velint, scribendum esse duxinus. Nihil ex te beneficii nobis con- 
[ feretur, quod non nobis gralum noslreque reipublice utilissimum eril. 



433- 

Vlcario de Ilmyster et duobus aliis. 

Nothing, we think, is loo difficult for those who have at heart the 
general welfare. Acting, therefore, on this principle we have undertaken 
the entire rebuilding of S. Mary's Church, ruinous from its great 
antiquity, and are now busily engaged upon the work. Four help will 
be at once most useful to us and honourable to yourself. 

Posteaquam nobis dudum in mentem venisset nihil tam grave 
tamque arduum esse debere, quod 'optimus quisque civis reipublice 
causa lete jocundeque suscipere non deberet ; ad id nos convenimus 
perficiendum quod ejusmodi cives in republics facere neccsse erat. 
Post longam considerationem quanta vetustate ecclesia Beate Marie in 
nostra Universitate es5et correpta, optimum factu tandem existima- 
vimus eandem ecclesiam peniius delendam esse : alque id ipsum 
modo facimus, novam ecclesiam construe mes assiduissime. Si nos 
tantam ecclesiam construentes aliquo beneficii genere juveris, id 
efficies quod nobis ' omnibus nostreque reipublice admodum utile 
tibique summo honori erit. 
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Magistro Roberto SheCFelde. 

To have bem ustUa in his gfmration is a di'sgracf which evtry right- 
mindid man will dread ; and, when we saw hoio dilapidated S. Mary's 
Church was, it setmed we should incur this reproach if we did not set 
about rebuilding it without delay. We asi for your help ; and any- 
thing you may give to effect a speedy and creditable restoration will bt 
gratefully received as the offering of a kind and true friend. 

Nihil sane lam lurpe lamque fugiendum apud bonos cives existi- 
mari debet, quam tales in republica cos extitisse, quales inutilea jure 
aSirmare solemus. Nemo nostro judicio est cui non studendum erit 
vehementer ui id fugiat aique vitcl. Quura hos prope dies animad- 
verlisBemus quanta veiustaie ecclesia Bcate Marie in nostra Universitale 
Oxoniensi his nostris temporibus esset affecta— illius auiem eccleaie 
vetustas eo creverat ui etiam nobis summo dedecori esset — una omnium 
sententia fuit lame velustati cilissime esse succurrendum. Qualia- 
cumque igitur tua in nos beneficia ernnt. quo celerius decenliusqtie 
hoc nostrum editicium compleatur, tanti ea existimabimus quanti 
humanisaimi amamissimique viri beneficia merito exislimare nos 
deceat. Vale. 
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Magistro T. Forster, archidiacono et resideati in 
ecclesia S. Pauli. 
Your benevolence in the past sufficiently proves your kind interest in us, 
and we know that we could not repay it by any means at our disposal. 
No doubt the tellers of others have lold you what we are doing in the 
rebuilding of S. Mary's Church. It is a very laborious undertaking, 
and you will render us a great service by advocating our claims upon 
their charity with such worshipful persons as you may he able to influence 
in our behalf. 

Tua in nos immortalia beneficia facile ostenduni quo in nos ammo 
semper TueriB. Tanto ipsa tua preclarissima in nos beneficia pluris 
semper existimabimus, quanio ex animo liberal! atque grato, imo 
verius liberalissimo gratissimoque p roc esse rant. Si omnes nostras 
opes in tua causa effunderemus, vix nos ulli parti lantorum in nos 
beneficiorum respondisse putarcmus. Quanlis nos jam laboribus 
aSciamur pro conficienda ecclesia Beate Marie in nostra Universitate 
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tc ex aliorum Utteris intellexisse. Kern nobis utilem valdi 
feceris si aliorum dignissimorum vironim animos tuis verbis ad col 
ferenda In noa beneficia commoveris. Vale. 




I 




436. 

Hugoni, episcopo Menevensi. 

TTiough the pursuit of our studies should, be/ore all other sttbjeeft, 
occupy our minds, yet we cannot allow ourselves to be so engrossed 6y 
them as to be indifferent to the tranquillity and welfare of the society in 
which we live. Seeing, there/ore, for a long lime past, the ruinous and 
disgraceful condition ofS. Mary's Church, we have resolved to rebuild it, 
and with this object ask your help, at the same time assuring you of our I 
sincere gratitude for any contribution you may afford us. 

Etsi nos poElpositis aliis curis litterarum studiis potissimum deditoa J 
esse decet, non sic tamen noslros animos ad ipsa prcclara litterarum 
gtudiiL jam conferendos esse censetnus, quin peraclis primum aliquot | 
laboribus, noslre reipublice causa susceptis, in pacatissima tandem ' 
atque integerrima republica vivendum esse cupiamus. Quis etiim 1 
]ocus siudii relicCus erit his viris scolasticis in quorum conspectu ipsa 
respublica deficere atque prope peritura esse videtur? Ubi dudum 
mature apud nos cogitassemus nimio nos dedecore diutissicne affectos 
esse, ex ilia vetustate ecclesie Beate Marie in nostra Universitate 
Oxonie, tantum dedecus nobis amotum esse cupientes ipsius ecclesie 
reCdificationem in nos ipsos convertimus, Quicquid igilur tanta 
patemitate dignum tua revercnda dominatio in nos concesserit, id erit 
nobis majorem in modum gratum. Quod ut facias tuam prestantiata 
rogatatn habemus eliam atque etiam, presul dignissime. Et dtu, Ac. 



437- 

^ol. 170 a. Abbatl de ffuntens. 

A short lime ago we undertook the rebuilding of the ancient church 0/ 1 
S. Mary; and, as our welfare is bound up in that of our University, f 
we think we ought to let our friends, and especially those of them who art \ 
in high places in the world, know what we are doing. Our expenditure I 
is very great, and you cannot give us anything that will not be most I 
welcome. 

1490. QuoNiAM nos omnes, qui in salute Oxoniensis reipublice onineni J 
salulem nostram repositam esse arbitramur, ecclesiam Beate Marie in f 
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nostra Universitaie antiquissimam funditus eversam non procul ab his 
diebus consiruere cepisscmus ; illius ecclesie rej!dilica.tionem non ab- 
dendam aique occullandam nosiris amicis, imo preclarissimis prestan- 
lissimisque viris significandana esse voluimus. Non poterit prorecto 
lua reverenda paierniias Oxoniensem rempublicam, maximis frequcn- 
tissimis insuper jam expensis occupaiatn, ejusmodi benelicio his 
saiiem temporibus afficerc, quod, quum abs tua reverenda patemilatc 
tribuatur, non gratissinium merito judicetur. Et diu valeai, &c. 

438. 

Priori de Dereham. 

you have, we suppose, heard of our great undertaking, in demolishing 
and rebuilding our andenl church of S. Mary. We cannot think -me 
should regret having taken this step, for private ease and comfort must 
not be allowed to interfere with that duty which all good men owe to iht 
society in which they live. J'our help is earneslly solicited. 

PuTAMUS ad luas aures pervenisse, dignissime aique amaniissime 
Prior, quantus nos labor quanta preterea cura teneal de conficienda 
ecelesia Beate Marie Oxonie; quam modo— que veiuslissima erat — 
usque ad ipsa prima fundamenta evertimus. Aique ejus fact! nusquam 
penitenies erimus, quum reipublice dignitas privatis commodis semper 
preferenda sit. Non sunt illi laborea a bonis civibus rccusandi, ex 
quibus ipsa respublica uiililalis aliquid acceptura est. Rem te nobis 
desideralissimam fecisse intelligito, si nobis in his nosiris laboribus 
adjumenio fueris. 

Acquittance of the Executors of Hugh Feen, for 
a sum of £200, to found a Chest. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russel, Lincolnr- 
ensem episcopum et Universi talis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et 
magislros Johannem Northe et Robertum Wyks, ejusdem proturaiores, 
recepisse et habuisse, die confectionis preseniium, in nomine Universi- 
latis anledicle, a venerabilibus viris domino Henrico Haydon milite et 
Edmundo' Jenney, executoribus ultime voluntatis Ixine memorie 
Hugonis Feen nuper defuncti, ducenias libras stetlingorum bone et 
legalis monete Anglie, ex legato dicli Hugonis ad fundaiioncm cujus- 
dam ciste infra Universilaiem nostram antediclam : De qua quidem 
summa ducentarum librarum faicmur nos esse solutos et eosdem 
dominum H. Haydon et £. Jenney esse quietos per presentes. In 
' EdiHuidum MS. 
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CUJU8 rei tesdmonhim sigillnm nostre UniveisitatiB ajpposiiiinii8. 
Datum Oxtmu m nosfre cot^egationu domo^ anno r^m ngii Hemrici 
upiimposi conquishtm uxto^ du mmm Marcii prima \ 
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By the Quene. 

1490. Right reverend fadre in god, right tmsti and welbeloved, we greCe 
yott wele ' : And where We at this tjrme dob send unto the Universite 
of youy to be at owe exhibition, oure welbeloved Henry Hante, berer 
of thise, of whoos wele. and preferrement we be right desirous; not 
oonly for the good service which his fadre and other his frends have 
' heretofor doon unto us, but also for the grete desire and appetite dial 
he hath to atteigne connyng, as in hjm hidreto it wele appereth; We 
desire and pray you in oure right hard wyse, that the rather zX the 
contemplacion of us ye wille have the saide Henry towardys jrou 
especially recommended; shewing unto him, in anythyng' thay wxj 
be for his wele and profite among you, youre good favour and 
benevolence : whereby, his habilitees and towardnesses considered, we 
trust ye shal not oonly doo a good dede, but also for the same largely 
deserve our especiall thanks. Yevm undre oure signet at my lordix 
palois of WeslmT,y the xv day qfffebruary, 

A. 170 b. A Regulation of the University respecting the tailors. 

Whereas many petitions and complaints have been presented to us by 
the Master and proctors of the tailors guild in Oxford, representing haw 
grievously they have long suffered from the competition of petty tradesmen 
in the suburbs within the precinct of the University ; who contribute 
nothing towards the stipend of the chaplain celebrating mass for the said 
guild, nor to other customary payments made by all members thereof, 
while at the same time they make equal profits with those who do pay ; 
we now, desiring to redress this grievance, hereby grant and concede to 
the aforesaid Master and proctors, that henceforth no one shall practise 
the tailor s art, or any other art connected therewith, until, after strict 
inquiry by the said Master and proctors, he shall be found to have 
contributed to the aforesaid stipend and customary payments, as the 
members of the guild do. And, any one acting in contravention of this 
our concession, shall be liable to a fine of six shillings and eightpence,for 

* In the margin is added primo die Martii A.D. MXC, which a later hand has 
corrected to 1490. * well MS., corrected by the writer to wele, ' ^kyngs 

corrected in MS. 
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tht first offence, whereof one moiely shall be paid lo the University for its 
common use, and the other moiefy to the said tailors' guild for their use : for 
a second offence the fine shall be thirteen shillings and fourpence, and 
for the third o fence twenty shillings ; to be divided between the Universify 
and the said guild, as herein provided. But, any provisions herein 
contained notwithstanding, all poor and needy scholars, resorting hither 
for the purpose of study, may make their otvn clothes without let or 
hindrance. And. further, this concession shall only be valid so long as 
the Master and proctors of the said guild continue to observe the 
regulation of the University as to the making of the clothes of scholars, 
paying annually three shillings and fourpence, and electing as their 
chaplain a regent master approved by the Chancellor and proctors, 
if such a master can be found willing to undertake the office. 

Uni^'ersis sancte matris ecclesie liliis, ad quos presentes littere 
pervenerim, Caneellariu3 Universitaiis Oxonie universusque celus 
magistrorum regentium in eadem saluiem in omnium Salvalore. 
Post nonnullas supplicationes frcquenies insuper querelas, coram 
nobis jam dudum facias per magistrum et ptocuralores artis scissorie ; 
ostendenles quantum (ielrimenli ilia ars diutissime acceperit per eo8 
presenim, qui opetlas in suburbiis Universilatis Oxonie et intra 
precinctum ejusdera lenuenint, nihil solveniea ad conductionem sive 
slipendium capellani celebrantis pro eodera artificio. neque ad alias 
con aueiu dines, prout alii artifices ejusdem artiJicii in Universiiate 
commorantes ab antique solvere consuevurunt ; paritate lucri cum his 
qui ad islam solutionera ananiur non obstante; lantas enormilates 
penitus amovere cupienles, tandem eisdem magistro et procuratoribus 
predicti anificii pro fuluris temporibus, in quantum in nobis eat, 
concedimus; In primis, quod nulius de cetero occupabit neque 
exercebit predictum artilicium, neque aliud pertinens eidem artificio, 
nisi prius facta diligent! et fideli examinatione per magistrimi et pro- 
cuiaiores ejusdem artis, prout ceieri ipsius fraternitatis sive artificii 
solvere tencntur. Et si aliquis, post legitimam monicionem in hac 
parte factam, in posierura reperiatur, qui iliud artificium alio modo 
quam uc p remittitur tenere presumat infra ejusdem Universitatis 
precinctum, liceat procuratoribus Universitatis et magistro predicti 
ariilicii artare primo sic delinquentem ad solutionem sex solidorum 
et octo denariorum, quorum tres solidos quaiuor denarios ad com- 
munem usum Universitatis, tres solidos quatuor denarios ad predicti 
artificii utilitalcm converti volumus: £t si quis secundo deliquerit, 
compellalur per procuratores Universitatis et magistrum et pro- 
curatores illius artis ad solutionem tredecim solidorum quatuor 
denariorum, quorum sex solidos octo denarios Universitati et sex 
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soKdos octo denarios dido anificio converti volumus: Et : 
tertio deliquerit, vigintt solidos procurator! bus Universilatis et magistro 
et procuratoribus dicii ariificii eandem summam exigentibus solvere 
tenealur; cujus quidem somme viginti soliciorum sex solidos octo 
denarios ad utiliiatem Universitatis, sex solidos octo denarios domino 
Cancellario sive ejus commissario ei procuratoribus Universitatis inter 
se dividendos, et sex solidos octo denarios ad predicti artificii 
comodum converti permittimus. VoJentes preterea, premissis non 
obstantibus, ut pauperes et indigentes scolares causa siudii ad Uni- 
versitatem venientes, si qui tales erunt, sua indumenta atque vesturas 
proprias nuUo impediente facere pmssint. Permittimus preierea eisdem 
magistro et procuraioribus antedicti artificii banc illis concessam 
libertatem ralam et firmam esse, quamdiu, non exccdentes antiquam 
consueludinem per congregation em determinatam de indumetids 
scolarium factendis, tres solidos quatuor denarios Universitati : 
nuatim solverint, incipiendo in fesio Pasche post datum presentium^ 
atque eiegerint' magistrum in artibus regentem In capellar 
artificii; in quern quidem capellanum eligendum Cancellariiis Uol 
versitatis, sive ejus commissarius, et procuralores Universitatis \ 
sensum prebuerini, quoties contingat electionem fieri, et nullum aliui 
si quis magisler reperiatur qui hoc officium capellani suscipere v 
Datum ' in nosire congregalionis domo, sub sigUlo communi Univenitath 
anno Domini millesimo quadringentesinto nanagesimo die mensis Mara 
•0 prima. 



440. 
I. To the Queen. 

We have received your hlUr commending to our affeetiottoie 1 
Henry Haut, in years a youths but old in character and attainments^ 
and we will gladly doyour Bidding, both /or the sake of his virtues c 
learning and also because it is your desire. Your majesty may afu 
command us as her most loving servants. 

Serenissimk atque excel lentissime domine, domine Elisabeth, Det9 
gratia rcgine Anglte nobilissime, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensis,.! 
cetusque unanimis magistrorum regentium in sese, cum or 
enlia subjectione et amore commendatos faciunt. Perferebantur nobis! 
vestre celsitudinis littere circiter Kalendas Marcias, serenissima regina,,! 
ex quibus facile intelleximus tantam celsiludinem plurimum cupeml 
Henricum Haut, qui hos prope dies sese ad nosiram Universitatent | 
' eUgerunt MS. ' Dale ib 
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coniulii, elate juvenem, scieniia et moribus senem, apud nos carum 
esse. Id nos libenter facienius, cum propter ejus virtutes et doctrinas, 
quas non est facile reporire in ea eiaie, turn propter veslre celsimdinis 
inandala. Nihil est, excellentissima regina, quod mandante lanta 
celsitudine non libenler faciemus. lUi nos semper erimus quibus 
tanquam domesticis amanlissimis tanta majestas in omnibus uti valeat: 
ac nos vestre ceUitudinis amanies semper erimus, Vestre celsiiudinis 
amaniissimi, &c. 

Acquittance of Osney Abbey. 

NovKRiNT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russell, Lincolni- 
ensem episcopura et Universttads Oxoniensis Cancellarium, el magis- 
trum Johannem North et Robertum ', ejusdem procuratorea, recepisse 
et habuisse, die confectionis presentium, de Abbate et cnnventu de 
Osney, vjginti sex solidos octo denarios sterlingorum : De quibus 
quidem viginti sex solidis octo denariis fatcmur nos esse solutos, 
diclosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes 
nostro sigiUo signalas. Datum in nosire tongrtgaU'onis domo, vicuimo 
texlo die mensis Aprilis, anno regni regis Henrici sepltmi post con- 
qtuslum sexto. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey, 
NovKRiNT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russell, Lincolni- 
enscm episcopum et Universilatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et magia- 
trum Johannem North et Robertum ', ejusdetn procuratores. recepisse 
et habuisse, die confectionis presentium, de Abbate et convenlu de 
Eynsham, quinquaginta duos solidos sterlingorum : De quibus quidem 
quinquaginla duobus solidis faiemur nos esse solutos, diciumque 
Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes nostro sigillo 
signatas. Datum in nosire congregationis domo, vicesimo sexto die 
nuHsis Apri/is, anno regni regis Henrici septimi post conqutstum 
sexto. 

I 441. 

H From the King. 

Reverend and rygth welbeiovyd, I commaund me harlely to you, 
desyryng and esjiecially prayng you ye wyll, at the instance of y* my 
wrylyng, shew yo' wcry good wylles and favore unto my rygth 
welbelovyd chapelaune, maister Wyllyam Greshotme, in all suche 
thyngs as he hathe to do within the Univcrsite of Oxinford; havyng 
' Sonuuiu: omilted in MS. 
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in consideracion thai the seyd masier Wjllyam ys rj'glh ircw, 
wertueus and well di^posid ; and f* ye wolle ayde and assiste hym 
in lawful maner to recover and opteyne all suche duties as to hym 
belongj'th of ry^th, as well there as ellys where : VMierein, ye. thus 
doyng, shall do to me rygih syngtiler plesurs, and cause me to do 
bereaftyr that may be asmoscbe to )% pleasure of you or any of yon 
at yo» desyers, by ]fi grace of god, who kepc you. Wretyn yn 
Grencwych the vii day of May. 



442'. 






Having long rcfltctai upon tht great regard and afffction yoi 
herelo/ore shown toward us, we have thought it would not be useUa to 
write and tell you how grtat are the trouble and expense under which we 
are at this pretmt crushed. We suppose you must have heard how 
S. Mary's Chureh has been in part beautifully rebuilt by our griat 
endeavours and the assistance 0/ our friends. Few, to whom we have 
written, have failed to respond to our appeal. The object for which we 
plead is noble and beautiful, and your co-operation will reflect credit upon _ 
yourselves, and confer a great benefit upon us. J 

t4go. CuH dudum apud nos cogitassemus, quanta dikclione quanta 

etiam observantia Oxonlensem rempublicam semper antehac prosecuii 
fuerilis, viri amantissimi, non inutile eidem reipublice fore existima- 
vimus, si quanlis turbadonibus et expensis indies aflicitur, vel potius 
opprimilur, vestras reverentias his nostris litteris cerliores redderemus. 
Putamus profeclo ad vestras aures pervenisse, quam ornala pars 
ecclesie Beate Marie Oxonie nostris ingenlissimis curis nosironimque 
Fol. 171b. amicorum auxiliis a fundamento constracta erectaque sit. Pauci sunt 
ex nostris am ic is, qui bus hos nostros construendi labores significamus, 
qui ad hoc edificiutn aliqua benedcia non contulere. Nihil honesiius 
ac magnificentius nostro judicio, quam pecunias ad beneficentiam 
liberalilatemque conferre, presertim si vel amicissimis viris vel rei- 
publice prodesse posse videantur. Id si vos fecerilis, amicissimorum 
virorum in numero merito censendi estis. Nullum enim beneficium 
frustra quemquam dedisse arbitramur, quod ad publicam utililalem 
con fere ntisque ad laudem atque meriium collaium erat. Optime 
valete, humanissimi amanlissimique viri. Oxonie, a nosire congnga- 
tionis dome, septimo Idus Maii. 

' No title or address in MS. 
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Hagtstro Rlcardo' . . . . et . . . 

To endeavour by their watchful exertions that the society, of which 
Ihey are membert, may not sink crushed by poverty or misfortune, is 
surely inrumienl on all good cilizens. We therefore asi your assistance 
in rebuilding S. Mary's Church. The walls and pillars were now 
rising, as by magic, to a goodly eUvalion, hut our mon^ is all spent in 
workmen's wages, and the building is stopped. Dr. Taylor will lakt 
charge of any mon^ you may give. 

Nihil certe a bonis civibus in integerrima republica constiluiis 
tarn iniquuin existimari debet quam, cum ipsa respublica inopia aut 
jactura laborare ceperit, non vehementissinie laborare, quo ipsam 
rempublicam prope perituram suis vigiHis et laboribus revivistere 
faciant. Hinc est quod ipse nosire liltere ad le modo perferunlur, vir 
humanissime. Qtium muri atque columpne ecclesie Beate Marie in 
nostra Universitate. tamquam subilo crevissenl, in miram decentiam 
atque altitudinem hos prope dies erigerentur, nostre pecunie, sine 
quibus tantum ediliciuni perfectum esse nequeai, artiitcum multitudine 
absumpte sunt. Te igitur itenim atque tterum rogatum habemus, vir 
humanissime, ut ad perfectionem inchoall per nos edilicii aliquo 
beneficio nobis subvenire velis. Gratissimum eerie nobis feceris, si 
in hac nostra petitione morem nobis gesseris. Nihil es te dabilur 
quod venerabilis vir ei doctor Taylor, Exonienais ecclesie Cancellarius, 
non libentcr recipiel. £t diu, &c. 

I 444- 

\ Abbatibus de Evesham ; Gloucestrie ; Bury '. 

We know thai your care for the UniviTsily is such as a good man 
ought to feel ; and probably you have often heard of the difficulties we 
encounter in rebuilding S. Mary's Church. Since, therefore, liberality is 
most effectual and acceptable when its object is at once useful and 
ornamental, we think we may justly hope for the help of those who occupy, 
asyou do, a high position in the world, in the arduous task of rebuilding 
S. Mary's, in which loe are now engaged. It is our chief comfort to find 
that those most competent to form an opinion approve of what we are doing. 
' The Bnin«nic is but partly legible, and •ppears to be Bradley or some »imil«r 
name ; ibc reM of the iddms [two word*] it [liable, partly from injury to 
the MS. ' This address is OD the margiD, ai alio arc the ii«me*, Hagiftiii 

Efbens, Rowley, Pollard. 
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Takte semper cure Oxoniensis reipublice statum lue paterniuti 
fiiisse cognovimus, religiosissime paler, quante equidem cure optimo 
viro prestantissiinoque domino optima queque respublica merito 
debeal. Non putamus luam dominalionem in hunc diem non 
tellexisse, imo certe quod ad luam palermtalem frequenter perveneril^, 
quanta nos cura in eonstruenda ecclesia gloriosissime Virginis Marie 
in nostra Unjversitate indies gravissime perturbat. Ipsa profecto 
liberalitas gratissima atque optima ducenda est, ex qua tola respublica 
non parum decoris atque uuliiatis acceptura sit. Si quid igitur 
benelicii aba tua reverentia ad hoc nostrum beneficium ' prestabitur, 
beneficium in nos maximum tamum pairem contulisse non tacebimus. 
Quoniam ' non nisi vehementer gratum nobis esse potuit nostras 
preces atque suppUcationes apud prestanlisslmos dominos plurimum 
semper valuisse, quanto jam magis id nos optare ' necesse est, qui- 
bus coiistruciio ecclesie Beate Marie in nostra Universiiate Oxonie 
novas curas indies afferre videtur. Nihil est quod magis atqi 
frequenlius consoletur nos in hac construemli atque edificandi assii 
tale, quam id, quod nos de conlicienda ecclesia communi 
statuerimus, omnium gravissimorum prudeniissimorumque virorui 
judiciis et testimoniis esse comprobatum. Si igitur pro tua prudenlia 
atque liberalilate considerabis, honorande pater, aliquid ad istii 
ecclesie refedificationem esse ex te tribuendum, amanlissimi at 
prudentissimi patris officium in te suscepisse arbitrabimur. 

Indenture. Lease of ' William' Hall. 

Lease o/'lVilliam' Hall and gardtn, adjoining Merton College, 
MasUr Richard Ruthyn,vicar of IJJley./cr a term of lw(niy-/our yeart, 
at a renl reserved of two shillings a year. The tenant to spend tki 
pounds on the buildings within the next two years, and, at the expiratioii 
of the lease, deliver them to the landlords in good repair, 

Hbc indentura facta anno regni regis Henrici sepdmi a conquestn 
sexto, die mensis Julii sexto, inter reverendum in Christo pairem et 
dominum, dominum Johannem Russell, Lincolniensem episcopum,. 
Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et Johannem Wetherel,, 
Tbomam Hobbys*, ejusdem procuratores, et magistros regenles in 
eadem ex una parte, et dominum Ricardum Ruthyn, vicarjum delflelei 
' binefidum, probably a mistake for edificium. MS. • At this pl«ce, in tbft' 

margin, Ii wrilteo AibalUiui de Hayles; S. Albani; de Tevikesbury , &aA [his il 
protubly a separate letter — from Quoniam onwards. There is, bowever. do brekk. 
in the MS. ; bat the letter? in this pan oi the volume are in very small wriliag 
crowded closely lOECthcr, the majorily of them without title. ' aperlel wrilten 

OTer the line, MS. ' Hebb : MS., but other documenU give the name at IdII lensth. 
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ex altera parte, testatur, quod prefati Cancellarius, procuratores, el I 

regentes concesserunt et ad firmam tradiderunt dicto domino Ricardo I 

Ruthyti unam aulam, sive unum lenemenlum, vulgariler diclum I 

* William ' Hall cum gardino adjacenle, in parochia S. Johannis prope J 
collegium Merlonis, siluatam, inter collegium Universitatis ex parte Fol. 17a •■ 
Auslrali et aulam Boemii ex parte boreali ' ; promittentes, quod idem 
dominus, Ricardus Ruthj-n, habebit et tenebit predictam aulam, sive 

predietum lenemenlum, cum suis perlinentiis ad spatium viginti quatuor j 

annorum a confectione hujus indenture ; reddendo annuatim duos I 

Eolidos, ad duos anni terminos. si petantur ; viz. in festo S. Michaelis I 

archangel! duodecim denarios, et in festo annuncialionis Beate Marie I 

duodecim denarios : et quod dictus dominus, Ricardus Ruthyn, tene- ■ 

bilur. ad reparaiionem predicte aule, sive tenementi, per prcdiclum I 

spaiium annorum ; et quod expendet in reparationem predicte aule, I 

anie finem biennii jam proxime sequenliti, tres libras legalis monele I 

Anglie, ad omne minus: et aulam sic reparatam cum suis pertineniiis I 

manuienebit, reparabit, usque ad fincm et lerminum dictorum viginti I 

quatuor annoram, et sic rejjaratam relinquct in fine sive termino I 

annorum prediciorum. Et si contingat ipsum annalem redditura I 

duorum solidorum esse a retro, vel in parte vel in loto, per unam I 

quindenam, si petalur, el predictas conditiones circa reparaliones non I 

scrvari, quod tunc licebit Cancellario, procuraloribus et regentibiis I 

predictis, distringere, et dislricdones sic captas abducerc, et penes se I 

habere quousque idem reddituscum suis arreragiis pjenarie persolvatur. I 

El nos, Cancellarius, procuratores et regentes antedicii, predicLim I 

aulam el tenemenium waraniisabimus contra nmnes gentes, pro I 

tempore quo dictus dominus, Ricardus Ruthyn, in eadem aula et I 

tenemento perstilerit, In quorum omnium testimonium sigillum I 

Universitatis commune huic indenture est appensum. Dalum Oxom'e I 

in nos/re congrcgationis domo, anno regni regis el die memis predictis. I 

445- I 

Duci Gaspari, duci Bedfordie. I 

We doubt whether our cart and trouble, in rebuilding S. Marjis I 

Church in this University, have reached the ears of one so exalted as you I 

are ; yet, knowing that in so doing we appeal to one always ready to 1 
succour the needy, we venture lo address you. and beg that you will give 

us some timber from your neighbouring forest, to construct the roof of J 
the church. TTie building is otherwise so far advanced that this only ^^^^1 
stems lacking to its completion. ^^^^| 
' bariali MS, ^^^^H 



blAE ACADEMICAE. 

£tsi dubJumos an ad auditnm unie majestaus penrenerit, dux 

iUutlriisitne, quanta nos, me dominationis sMnper amanrissimtw, 

sollicitudo el cura aliquamdia leQuit pro confecdonc ccdesic B«ate 

Marie in nostra Universitate OxonicDa ; tameo son vtxili sainus 

nostras ' lilteras ad laniam celsitudioem perscHpsisse. qunm ad ejus- 

li vinim Kribanlur, qui ioopia saltern laborantibus ex sua tiberaJi- 

I |Bt« atqne buinanitaie semper paratus atqae humanissimus succuirere 

[i COnsueviL Eo eqaidem tandem ducta est ccclesia Beate Marie in 

Dostra Universiiace in lapideis muris ei fenesiris, ut nihil magis qnani 

f coCperiinentuin, quod es lignis conficietur, postulare aique expectare 

' videatur. Quare st tua preataniissima dominaiio ligna aliqoa exsdn- 

denda mandariL ex his luis sihis que non procul a nostra Universitate 

absum, qno facilius aique oraatins hex nostrum ecdesiasticum cdifi- 

cinm conficiatur, id efficies, quo majus vix ullus ex his prestantissimts 

doininis, qui nosirc leipublice miseruerini, antea aliquando effecerit. 

[lEldiu* 

446. 

Ricardo HyU. 

By Iht rrport of torm, who Aavt comt hither from London, vie Aavt 
ktard 0/ your benevolmt mtatUons lawardi ut. ItV htarUly thank you 

and wish we cmld repay your kindness. To a mother invoh'ed in many 
caret ami irimbiei every act of kmdnea on the part of a good ton it 
justly most acceptable. May you never regret your liberality. 

AuDiviMUS jampridem ex his viris, qui sese a civitate Londonianin) 
in Universitatem Oxoniensem contulcre — fueruni certe fide digni — 
quanta tibi nobis nosireque reipublice benefaciendi cura atque cogitatio 
esset, Habemustibi immortales gratias, diieclissimeconfrater: utinam 
eas tibi reftrre possemus I Nihil potcrit diligentissimus filius in 
matrem multis curis et anxietaiibus alTectam conferre, quod non illi 
atque suis filiis gratissimum merito censeri debeat. Liberalissimi 
aique amantissimi confratria officium suscepisti : Speramus nunquam 
fore ut tui in nos beneficii, cujuscunque generis id erit, jure peniiere 
possit. Vale. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presenies nos, Johannem Russel, Lincolni- 

ensem episcopum, Universiiatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et Johannem 

Wethers et Thomam Hobbys, ejusdem procuralores, reccpisse et 

habuissc, die confeclionis presentiutn, de Abbate el convenlu de 

' adnetlras MS. ' The rcmsiDder is lacking in the MS. 
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Eynsham in comilatu Oxoniensi, sedecim solidos octo denarios sterlin- 
gorum bone et legalis monete Anglie ; in partem soluiionis cujusdam 
annue pensionis predicle Universilali per prefatos Abbatem et con- 
ventum debite: De quibus quidem sedecim solidis octo denariis 
fatemur nos esse solutos, diclosque Abbatem et convenium inde 
acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum 
in nosirt congregaiionis domo, anno rtgni rtgis Henrici sipHmi post 
cotigueslum sepiimo, die mensis Novembris vicesimo sexto. 



447. 

By the King. FoLitbUS 

Tkustv and weibelovyd we grete you wele ; And forasmoche as we '49^ 
be enformed that it halh plesyd god lo call from this transitory life 
and vale of misery unto hys grete and infinite mercy oon Richard 
Sparke, late yeman Bedell of divinite within our universite there ; and 
for an other to succed there in the seyd Rome ye shall hastyly procede 
unto an Eleccion, accordyng 10 the laudable ordinance and consti- 
tucions of the same ; We, desyryng the promocion & furtherance of 
our weibelovyd Edward Mortymer, aswell for the good and commend- 
able Reporte made unto us of his Sadnesse, Wisdom and good 
Disposicion, as in that he is servant unlo our trusty and weibelovyd 
Clerk and Chapellain Master Richard Mayhew, for the goode & 
acceptable service thai he in sundry wises hath doon unto us to oure 
grete pleaser; we, [have'] in the singler favoure of our good grace, 
pray you hartely that ye wyll the sayd Edward, yn your sayd Eleccion 
to the sayd office, before al other especially recommendyd and prc- 
ferryd, w' aimaner rygt and dulyes thereunto belongyng ; wheren, as 
it is shewyd unto us, ye shall not only provyd you of an abyli and 
discrete personne to do unlo jou convenient service in the sayd 
occupacion, but also ministre unto us full good pleaser, Vnitn under 
our ^gnet at our paioys of Westmynsttr, the vi* day of February. 



IP 



By the Kyng. 
Ry-^t reverent fader in god, trusty & weibelovyd, and trusty I49i> \ 
belovyd, we grete you well : And forasmoche as we be enformyd thai 
Thomas Ilert, late gentilman fiedyll of the ffaculte of lawes within 
oure Universite of Oxonforde, is passyd oute of this transitory lyfe, 
' The word havt U ct(»ily mispliced ; it should come in two UncE below, havi 
bt/tn all other, &C. 
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so that the same Rome ys now falln yn to your disposicion ; W» 
therfore, remembryng the sadd demeanyng and good habilite that 
oure ry^t welbelovyd Roberd Caxton is reputed to be of, for the 
exercise therof of the sayd office, with other his manyfolde deserts 
towards us, desyre and pray you in oure ryjt affectuous wise, that ye 
wyll have hym unto the sayd Rome before alle other especially recom- 
mended and preferred, with aimaner wages prouffits and commoditis 
iherunto belongyng ; and the raj>er at the contemplacion of thcs oure 
letires, wherin ye shall minister unto us full good & singler pleaser, 
and cause us ihe more favorably to retnember you yn any your 
resonable pursuylys unto us hereafter. Veven under oure signet ai- 
oure marur of Eltham, Ihe tasl day of December. 



449- 

Per episcopuin Lincolniensem '. 



•491- Please yl you to practyse ihe spede of the Kyngs plesure, 

Idirectyd unlo you by hys letters, yn the most convenient wyse thai ye 
can ; pro\'ydyng iherwith for ihe goode pease and suerte of Edmunde 
Hampedene esquyer ; so as ther be no cause of more trobyli hereafiyr 
betwene partyes, and wythout whych must else* ensue, if he shall 
nede to stond at hys defens and in werre. for godds sake persuade. 
all our scolers to remembyr the tyme and condycion of this dayes that 
we be yn, & the styll sytlyng of the parlement house, lil the direccion 
' of this mater be well perceyvyd. Ye may think for a certayn quod ibi 

lain clericis opido sunt infesli. I know more than yt ys expedient to 
wryte ; and, yf good frends had not beene, the Kings letters had not 
be so easy as ihei be, to remyt the correccion of things cloone utwards 
to youre selffs. Thei that be in the danger shall, wi theire humble 
submission at home, sauff themm self and the Universite, if thei wylle. 
1 pray you that soo they may doo, and love and gete love of alle oure 
neybours. As ye fynde thJes maters disposid of, I pray you that 
I may have redy word yn alle goodely haste, ffrom Loudon, ihe vt^ 
day offfebry. 

45°- 

FoL 173 a. Domino Regi '. 

We are exceedingly sorry that any one of our jiienders, whether with 

reason or not, should have done anything to displease your Aig/atess,for 

we are ourselves Homeless, and have done our best to restrain others, both 

' This addiesi ii writleii oa the ma^in, but by a conlempoiaiy hand, or 

nearly to. ' tU MS. ' No date to this letter. 
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iy thrtaltning to exert our awn authority and inculcating oltdiemt to 
your majetly. The reported apprehension of an attempt to burn your 
palace and town is a fiction of our enemies ; such an attempt would be 
immediaieiy crushed by our efforts. We are therefore as much astonished 
as grieved that any charge is laid against us, and that a greater fault 
than they have commillcd is imputed lo the delinquents. The malice of 
our enemies is at the bottom of the matter. We have punished the ring- 
leaders of the riot, and nam we fear worse consequences in the future 
from the insolence of our adversaries when they see our side punished. 
We entreat you therefore to protect us from any similar dangers lo our 
scholars in future. The bishop of Lincoln will furnish you any further 
particulars you may require. 

Vkhementer dolemus, illustrissime princeps, in maximis certe rei- 
publice negoliis quippiam, seu data seu accepta occaaione, fecisse 
nostros quod vestram celsitudinem vel minima ex parte reddat in- 
fensam, prescrtim nobis ; qui non modo nihil ipsi fecimus, quod jure 
quemquam offendat, venim eliam aliorum, quibus forte non eadem 
sententia fuil, conatus pro noslra parte compressimus : nee id magis 
nosire aucloriiatis terrore quam veslre majesiatis reverenlia. Nam, 
quod ad exaggerandam criminis atrocttatem conlinxerunt adversarii, 
— fomiidari incendium palatii atque oppidi vestri, turbari questores 
vestros^tantum abest a vero ut earum ipsarum rerum in primis habita 
ralio et nostrorum impetus fregerit et adversariis saluli fuerit. Hec 
quum ita sint, non minus miramur quam dolemus, illustrissime 
princeps, adversaries nostros apud vestram preserlim celsitudinem 
voluisse ' vel nobis ullam, qui nihil peccavimus, vel his majorem, qui 
quoquo modo peccaverint, culpam imputare ; nisi forte diffidentea 
cause sue in lanlis niminim injuriis alque contumeliis, quibus nostros 
ei cotidie afliciunt et, ut videmus, afficient, falsa pro veris confingere 
cogantur. Nos [amen, ut morem majestati vestre geramus, in auctores 
illius perturbation is animadvertimus; quanquam satis explorata sit 
nobis nonnullorum innocentia, ex iis quorum ad nos delata sunt 
nomina. In quo cum adversariorum valde coarguenda levitas est, 
lum mulio magis posihac pertimescenda temeritas, ne, dum ex eorum 
sententia luant nostri penas, ipsi licencius insolescant, equitate nostra 
simul atque patientia ad majorem perniciem abuientes. Cui male ut 
tempesiive prospicial clementiam vestram mirum in modum ( 
alque obsecramus ; simulque illud ut velit. exempio Chris 
principum, hoc vestrura amplissimum liUerarum domicilium capessere 
atque lueri. Hoc pacto speramus fore ut vestre Universitatis scoias- 
' ueluiste MS. 
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licos minus infestare kvissimi homines audeaitl. Vemtn de lib 
omnibus quemadmodum se habeant vesiram majeslatem plenius 
n Christo pater, dominus Lincolniensis episcopus, 
, ut cui rem omnem ab initio paniculaiim ex- 
' vivai ac valeat vestra sereoissima majestas, iUuft- 
rex metuendissime. 
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Archiepiscopo Cantuariensi. 



I 



Bui /or your patronage and protection we could not stand against ihf 
injorirs and calumnies of our unscrupulous foes, and to you we awe it 
that their power for mischief is not as great as their will. What limit 
, otherwise would there be to their malice, whom twthing less than impunity 
t crime and falsehood in accusation will satisfy? Our one and great 
omfort in our grievous trouble is that we are permitted to rely upon your 
defence, and though we are unable to appreciate at its true value the 
greatness of the obligation, we will omit no opportunity of showing our 
respect and obedience to one to whom we owe so much ; and, farther, only 
beg you of your wisdom to stamp out the Jiames forthwith, that a more 
serious conflagration may not ensue. 

NoN plane pares essemus. reverendissime archipresul, sustinendis 
perditissimorum hominum vel injuriis quibus innocentes lacessimur, 
vel caiumniis quibus repugnantes urgemur, nisi vel le imprimis pa- 
tronum ac propugnatorem haberemus ; quippe cujus opera effectum 
est ut petulantes adversarii si non minus velint ac possint, at certe 
minus possint quam velint. Quid enim noilent si possent, qui non 
satis habent lacessere ' nisi impune lacessanl, aut criminari nisi 
falso criminentur? Hoc igilur unum nobis relictum est potissimum 
in hac misera condicione solatium, ut Jiceai tuo pairocinio contra 
levissimorum hominum nefarios conalus frui. Quare non satis esti- 
mare possumus quantum paternitati lue debeamus; hoc cerium 
habenies, quantum vis id fuerit, minus ac Icvius luis amplissimis 
meritis fore. Nihil tamen pretermittemus vel officii vel obsequii, quo 
tarn benemerilam de nobis tuam vicissim demereamur prestantiam : 
mium illud preterea obsecrantes, ut causa diligenter expensa velis pro 
tua prudentia quamprimum excitaiam flammam restinguere, ne, dum 
serpat lacius, id quod valde metuimus, periculosius exislat incendium. 
Et optime valeat tua reverendissima paiernitas. 
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Though our lot is cast in days when men who ought to hrlp us are our 
enemies, we have never been so forsaken as to it destitute of comfort. 
Thus, as soon as you ivere informed of the wrongs done us, your defence 
was prompt and effectual. Greater service could not he rendered than 
you have rendered us, and we are grateful to you as our preserver. We 
have in every point executed the King's commands, and toe hope that after 
recent events our adversaries will be a little less violent. 

Tahetsi his temporibus nascimur in quibus perditissimos hominum i49<- . 
mores experiri coacli sumus. corum profecio qui nos juvar« poeius 
quam injuriis lacessere debuissent, tamen quo merito gauderemus 1 

semper habemus, nusquam nos in tam afflicta fortuna esse tonsiitutos 
ut nuUus* locus consolationi nobis relinqueretur. Ubi vero ad luam 
prestantissimam paiemitatem perhtum esset quanlis nos injuriis noslri | 

adversarii afiicerent, sic nostros conservasli, u[ qui melius atque dili- ' 

gencius facile experiri non posset. Tama enim sunt tue reverendis- 
sime paCeraitatis in hac noslre reipublice conservalione officia, ut ne 
his majora quidem vel abs te prestari vel a nobis postulari queant. 
Quantum igilur ipsa respublica tibi debeat ipsi nos cognoscimus. 
Tantas nos tibi gralias pro his debere proiitemur. dignissime pater, 
quamas Oxoniensis reipublice conservaiori nobis habere oporleal. Fol I73t> 
Nihil a regia majeslate nobis Jnjunclum fuerat quod cum omni studio 
non perfeclmus. Uiinam effectum esset m noslri adversarii vestra 
decreta vigilantiuB advertentes paululuni moderatiores in nostros essent. 
Quid illi in nostios indies fecerint iste vcnerabitis confrater nosier apud 
luara reverendam paiernitalem nosiris verbis declarabit. 
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To the King. 

Knowing it lo be your desire that our students should pursue their 
work in peace, in our own interests we shall leave no means untried lo 
secure that object, as your letter suggests. There is, however, one subject 
on which we think it necessary, though with very great pain, to write to 
you. It is impossible for a member of the University to go lo any place 
in the neighbourhood without being assaulted by the partisans of E. 
Hampden : we entreat your highness, therefore, te protect us. and hear 



/rom your harntd physi 



■ broDuT, an account of Ike perils to I 



which our members are daily exposed. 

Cum id plurimum cupiat vestra serenissima majestas, illustrissime 
princeps, ut studenles in vesira Universiiate Oxoniensi sludiis litterarum 
quiete operam darent, quam rem celsitudini tante non medicx:riter 
morem gessisse ex vestris proximis satis inielieximus lilteris, nostra 
inleresse prospicimus omni cum ralioue ac cotiatu investigare quo id 
effici possit. Nulla etenim fuere maiidala in ipsis vestris litCeris de 
conservanda pace, que non posihac cum omni studio ad extremal 
nostras vires curabimus. Unum tamen est, de quo non sine vehementi 
dolore ad tanlam celsitudinem scribendum esse censuititus : vix quem- 
quam ex noslris scolasticis viris in aliqua loca vestre Universiiati vicina 
proficisci posse, in quern fautores E. Hampden non faeiunt impetum; 
modo cum de Hludentium numero esse cognorint. Rogamus igitnr, 
atque majorem in modum vestram celsiiudinem obsecramus, ut hecj 
mala, ad pacem in vesira Universitate studeniium, propellere velit. low 
quod peticulum nostri viri scolastici qtiotidie incidant, isle conrrater 1 
noster, artia medicine accuratissimus interpres, vesiram celsitudinem | 
ceriiorera reddel. Feliciter vivat ac valeat, &c. 
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Domino Wareham. 

Your diligence and constant care /or our inleresli are not /brgoUenfi 
and there is no one for whom we feel more affection. We wish it ti 
in our power to do as much for you, but you may be sure there i 
among us whose services you may not command. 

Id efficiunt lua in nos merita, vir dociissime, ut quera te uno magilfl 
diligamuB facile reperiamus ' neminem. Non possumus non frequenterl 
recordari quaiiias assiduitaies, quantos labores, quantas denique curacS 
in nostrorum negociorum expedicione superioribus diebus in le sus-fl 
ceperas. Hec quoiiens nobis in mentem veniunl^veniunt profecto'l 
sepissime— nos libi devinclos esse semper fateamur oporteL Utinam 
haberemus in quo parem tibi humanitatem ostenderemus ! VoIumuB:! 
tibi persuadeas, atque in muneris loco ' pro hac vice reponas, nuUoB'l 
esse ex nostris quibus, quum voles, in omnibus tuis negociis mandare ■ 
non possis. Atque optime valeal lua reverencia, litteratissime doctor. 
' rtptriamus repeated in MS. ' to-, ib. 
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Per Regem. 

Vour kikr has given me great salisf action, nay pleasure, /or it clearly 
shows ypu to be peaceably disposed, and I foresee from this a great 
advantage to yourselves, and at the same time that / shall find you, as 
J ahoays have done, obedient subjects in future. Continue, therefore, in 
this mind, and it shall be well with you : Peace and quiet are essential to 
virtue and learning ; endeavour, then, to secure them, for the more virtue 
and learning flourish in our University the greater is our reputation, the 
greater our wealth and prosperity. I have sent for E. Hampden and 
strailly charged him that neither he, nor others by his order, henceforth 
dare to attack any member of your sociefy; and I think, unless you fail 
in your duty, you will be able to live in peace with each other for the 

Intxlleximus ex titteris veatris, quas nuper accepimus, quantopere 
pacis amplectendc sitis cupidi, et ad ipsam conservandam proni ac 
propensi : que res sane non modo grata est nobis venim eliam 
vehemenler jucunda, turn quod ve! ex hoc bene prospicimus non 
mediocrem froctum vobis ' ipsis accessurum, turn etiam quod nostri, 
ut semper putavimus, obedieniisstmos esse ac fore vos palam osten- 
ditjs. Pergile igitur in hac sentencia et proposito, ut et commodis 
vestris consulatis et gratiam nostram magis et magis valeatis promereri. 
Nihil autem scholastice discipline magis congruere magisve conducere 
posse putamus, quam pacetn et Iranquillam quielem, que procul dubio 
virtutis et studiorum precipua quedam sunt fomcnta. His igitur in- 
cumbite, ut et vobis prodesse et nobis placere possitis. Quanio sane 
magis clucescet et clarebtl viriute ac doctrina ista nostra academia, 
tanto sane nos illusCriores ditioresque et feliciores arbilrabimur ; atque 
tdcirco ad vos omandos gratiis el favoribus nostris promptiores tibera- 
lioresque invenietis. Ceterum, quoniam significastis nobis a sequacibua 
Edmund! Hampden, quotiens detur facultas, in scliolares nostros im- 
petus fieri, id nos graviier ferentes, utpole quod vestra consilia de pace 
tuenda [urbarenlur, vocari iptttmi Edmundum ad nos jussimus, atque 
enm coram monuimus, et obstricte quidem, ne in posterum presumat 
amplius, seu per se seu per suos complices, quempiam vestrum aut 
ordinis vestri lacessere vel jmpelere : putamusque fore ut, nisi a vobis 
defuerit, inter vos et ilium pax libero pede de cetcro sit processura, 
sicuU harum nuncius lacius vobis declarabit. Ex regta nostra Grene- 
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win. die quinto Aprilis, \anno Domim"\ milUsimo^ quadringmlcsim 
nonagesimo stcundo. 

Fol. 174 a. Acquittance of Oseney Abbey. 

1491. NovzRiNT universi per presenles nos, Johannem Russell, Lincolol 
ensem episcopum et Universilatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et JohanneB 
Wethers et Thomam Hobbys, ejusdem procuralores, recepjsse et \ 
buisse, die confectionis presentium, de Abbaie et conventu de Osenef^ 
in comilatu Osoniensi, viginti sex solidos octo denarios sterllngorum, 
bone et kgalis monete Anglie, pro quadam solmione cujusdam annue 
pensionis predicte Universilali per prefalum Abbatem et conventual 
debite: Dictumque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per 
presentes sigillo nostro communi signaias. Datum Oxoni'e in noitre 
congregalionis domo, guarlodcdmo die memis Aprilis, anno rtgni regit 
Henrici sepiimi post conijutslum septimo. J 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. ^ 

NovERiNT universi per presenles nos, Joannem Russell, Lincolni- 
ensem episcopum et Universitalis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et Joannem 
Wethers el Thomam Hobbys, ejusdem procuralores, recepisse et ha- 
buisse, die confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham 
in comitatu Oxoniensi, quinquaginta duos solidos sterlingorum, bone 
et legalis monete Anglie, in partem solutam cujusdam annue pensionis 
predicte Universilali per prefatum Abbaiem et conventum debite: 
Dictumque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per presenieSl 
nostro sigillo signatas. Datum Oxanit in nostre cotigregatiotiis doma, \ 
guarlo Jca'mo die mensis Aprilis, anno regni regis Henrici sepiimi post \ 
conquestum septimo. 

atation of Master Hugh Kyrkal. 

Cancellaril's Universilatis Oxoniensis, necnon ejusdem procura- I 
tores cetusque unanimis magisirorum regentium in eadem, magistro 
Hugoni Kyrkal salutem. Tenore presentium nos cilamus te, primo, I 
secundo et lercio, ac peremptorie mandamus quod coram nobis [ 
presentialiter compareas in domo congregation is, sive in ecclesia Beate 
Marie Virginia Oxonie, intra viginti dies post inicium termini Pasche; 
ad faciendum compotum et ratiocinium cisie de Burnell ; ad quod. I 
vinculo juramenti le noveris astrictum. Datum in nostre congregationit 
domo, sub sigillo nostro eommurzi quartodecimo die mensis Aprilis. 

' aaHS Dtmini omiltud ia W.S. I f the date is corre 
the MS., bul [be datt looks as if added by a dilTeri 
lund adds ' H. S'. (i.e. septimi) seplimo,' which wou 
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Appointment of a carrier to the North of England. 

M'hfreas thi students, parlicularly those from thi northern parts of the 
kingdom, have long suffered great loss, from lack of carriers to convey 
their exhibition-money and other effects to Oxford, and to transact 
business for them at their homes on returning to the north; we have 
thought it will be an advantage lo apply a remedy to this grievance. 
Having, therefore, confidence in the diligence and fidelity of John Bayly, 
who declares thai he is willing to undertake the office, we have granted 
him full licence to act as such carrier; so long as he shall discharge the 
duties thereof with teal, honesty, and fidelity ; and, w^en he has sufficient 
goods for a load, make one journey lo and fro tvery term. 

Univebsis sancte matris ccclesie filiis, Ac. Postquam apud nos 
Frequenter cogitassenius paucos vel nuUos per aliquot tempera fuisse 
vectores, qui siudentium in nostra Universitale — eorum masime qui 
sunt atque fuerunt ex partibus aquilonaribus~ve) pecunias vel res 
alias quascumque eorum usui necessarias ab illis partibus aquilo- 
naribus ad nostram Universiiatcm Oxonienaem deferrent, atque item 
in ipsas partes revertentes eorumdem studenlium negocia diligenler 
traclarent ; ad magnum malum eorum omnium, quorum exhibitiones 
atque alie res ab illis aquilonaribus partibus ad nostram Universitatem 
Oxoniensem apportarentur ; nostra Interesse cxistlmavimu3 huic in- 
quietalioni ejusmodi studentium obviare, eosdemque studentes quie- 
tiores reddere. Sperantes igitur de diligenlia ct fidelitate Johannis 
Bayly, qui hoc vehendi onus, ab ipsis aquilonaribus partibus et rursum 
ad ipsas partes aquilonares, in se suscipere velle afiirmai, eidem 
Johanni plenam vehendi potestatem concessimus, quamdiu prefatug 
Johannes, habita return vt-hendarum sufDciemia, aniiquam vectorura 
coDsuetudinem semel in termino veniendi Ozoniam servaverit, atque 
fideliter et diligenter ofBcium iilud vehendi absque omni fraude et dolo 
per se exercuerit. In quorum omnium, &c. Datum Oxonie, in nosire 
congregationis domo, anno regni regis Henrici stptimi post cotiquestum 
,., «tavo, die vera mentis Oclobrir vicesimo septimn. 



^ Acquittances of Osuey and Eynsham Abbeys. Fol. 174!).-] 

NoviRiNT universi per presenles nos, Johannem Russell. Universi- i^ga, 
talis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Johannem Davys, Wylhelmum Lampton, 
ejusdem procuratores, recepisse el habuisse, die confeclionis presen- 
lium, ab Abbate et conventu de Osney in comitalu Oxoniensi, viginti 
sex solidos octo denarios, pro annua pensione predlcle Universitati 
per preraium Abbatem et conventum debita : De quibus quidcm 
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fatemur nos fore solutos, diclumque Abbatem el conventum inde 
acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro commiini signatas, DaluM 
in twsire congregalionis domo, anno regni regis Henrici septimi oclaw^ 
die mettsis Decemdris decimo. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russell, Universi- 
tatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Johannem Davys, Wylhelmum Lambion, 
ejusdem Universiiatis procuralores, recepisse el habuisse, die confec- 
tionis presenlium, de Abbate et convenlu de Ensham in comitaiu 
Osoniensi, sedecim solidos oclo denarios sterlingorum, bone el legalia 
monete Anglic ; in pariem soluiionis cujusdam annue pensionis pre- 
dicle Universitati per prefatum Abbatem et convenium debite : De 
quibus quidem fatemur ' nos fore solutos, dictumque Abbatem et 
conventum inde acquietamus pier presentes sigillo nostro communi 
signalas. Datum in noslre congregalionis domo, atmo regni regit 
Henrici seplivu octavo, undecimo die mtnsis Decemdris. 

NovzRiNT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russell, UnivetstrJ 
latis Ozoniensis Cancellarium, et magistrum Johannem Davys 
magislrum Wylhelmum Lambton, procuralores Universiiatis, recepisse 
et habuisse, die confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de 
Eynsbam, quinqtiaginta duos solidos sterlingorum : De quibus fatemur 
nos esse solutos, et eos inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro 
signatas. Datum in nostre congregalionis domo, undevicesimo die IHati, 
anno regni regis Henrici seph'mi post conquestum octavo. 

NovERisT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russell Universiiatis 
Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Johannem Joljffet Ricardum Barnyngham, 
ejusdem procuralores, recepisse el habuisse, die confeciionis presendum, 
de Abbate et conventu de Eynsham in comitatu Oxoniensi, sedecim 
solidos octo denarios sterlingorum, bone et legalis monete Anglie, ia 
partem solutionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Universitati pCT 
prefatum Abbatem et convenium debite : De quibus quidem sedecim 
solidis octo denariis fatemur nos esse solutos, dictumque Abbatem tit 
convenium inde acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi 
signatas. Datum in nostre congregalionis domo, anno regni regit 
Henrici septimi nono, die mensis Decembris quinto. 

NovKRtNT universi per presentes nos, Johannem Russell, Universi- 
iatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Johannem Jolyff et Ricardum Bamyn- 
ham, ejusdem procuralores, recepisse et habuisse, die confectionis 
presentium, de Abbate et convenlu de Oseney in comitatu Oxoniensi, 
viginti sex solidos oclo denarios sterlingorum, bone et legalis monete 
Anglie ; pro annua pensione predicte Universitati per prefatum Abbatem 
' faiemur amltte<^ in MS. 
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ct conventum debita : De quibus quidem vigintJ sex solidis oclo dena.riis 
fatemur nos esse soluios, diciumque Abbatem et conventum inde 
acquietamus per prcsentes sigillo nostra communi si<>natas. Datum 
in nostrc congrtgationu domo, anno regni rtgis Htnriei stptimi nono, 
die mtntu Dtcembris quinto. 

456. 
Doctor! WiUelmo Sutton. 

You cannot, we think, but kntnv haw great have been our toil and 
anxiety in rebuilding our church, and thereby adding not a little to the 
beauty of our University and to the comfort of those who shall graduate 
here in timt to come. You know how old the building was, and how the 
Masters and Scholars were often deluged with rain, when attending in 
the church in stormy weather. We have rebuilt the walls and roofed the 
church anew ; we therefore invite you, and other our benefactors, to 
assist us in completing that which still remains to be done. 

PuTAUUS tuam prestantiam non esse neaciatn, litteratissime sacrarum i4g3. 
litleramm professor, quantus nos labor, quanta etiam cura nove ecclesie 
in nostra Universitate Osoniensi conslruende aliquamdiu tenuit, ad non 
mediocrem Universitatis decorem lutioremque ingressum et moram 
virorum scholasticonini, qui solennes actus in eadem ecclesia futuris 
lemporibus exercebunt. Non putamus posse preterite te, vjr jiumania- 
sime, quanta vetustate ecclesia Beate Marie afficiebatur, quantis prelerea 
pluviarum infusionibus magistri celerique studentes, in actibus tem- 
poribus procellanim in eadem ecclesia cclebraiis, sepenumero offende- 
bantur. Hoc igilur vetustissimo tecto per nos diruto, muros et tectum 
novum ereximus. Restat ergo, quandoquidcm hoc nostrum edificium 
non est plene ex omni parte conslructuni, ut tu, inter ceteros nostra 
Universitatis benefactores, nostris precibus pulsandus rogandusque sis, 
ut aliquid in nos conferas^pecunie nostre illius operis magnitudine Fol. 175 m. 
absumptc sunt — quod ad hujus sacre edis ceJerem et perfectum con- 
slractionem conducere posse judicabis; quod ut velis te vehemenler 
etiam atque etiam rogamus. 

»457- 
Uagistro WUleLmo Wareham. 
four good offices have never been wanting, as we have found fy 
numerous kindnesses received at your hands ; greater, indeed, than we 
could reasonably e.xpecl. Yet there is one thing which the whole Uni- 
versity earnestly begs you to undertake for them. We speak of the money 
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given for Ihf founding of the Fren Ckeil, al present lying in the hm 
«f a certain reUgtota of Waitham Abbey. Your influence with kirn i 
very great, and there is nothing we should more gladly om 
friendly exertions than the prompt payment of this debt. 

Etsi tua officia aique studia in Osoniensem renipublicam nunquam 
defuere, vir liumanissime, quod non ex paucis abs te humanissiine 
factis aperle satis intelleximus — frequentissimeque profecto facta ejus- 
modi fuere ut ne majora quidem vel abs le presiari vel a nobis juste 
atque honeste expectari debeant — unum tamen adhuc est, in quo te ad 
subeundos labores universus celus Oxoniensis ilenim atque itenim 
rogatum habet. Loquimur de ipsia pecuniis Universitati donatis ad 
fundationem ciste de Feen, remanenlibus, uti nobis signatum est, in 
manibus religiosi cujusdam viri conventus de Walteham ; apud quern 
tua auctoritas plurimum atque omnino potest. Aliud non est quod 
magis pro nostra amicitia a te jam expectemus. quam ut intelligamus 
harum pecuniarum solutionem, ut quamprimum nobis reddantur, per 
te esse acceleratam. Id si feceris, rem non minus Osoniensi cemi 
optaiam atque Universitati apprime utilem tete fecisse arbitrabimur, 
quod ut facias te etiam atque eliam rogalum habetnus. Et optiiiie 
valeaC tua prestantia, &c. 

By the Kyngs moder. 

Trusty and right welbeloved, we grete you wele ; and where as oiu 
ful welbeloved master Maurice Westebury haili lately commense 
within the Universite tiiere, by reason whereof he, accordyng to t 
auncient and laudable custumes and slatuts of the same, aught to b 
resident there duryng oon hole yere next and immediatly folowyw 
his saide commensement ; hoiv be it we desire and hartily pray yoi 
— in asmoch as we have ordeinied [he saide master Maurice to applk 
hym to the erudition & doctrine of cerlayn yong genlilmen a 
findyng for a season— that ye, at this oure instaunle, wille dispensed 
with him in that behalve, any statute or ordinaunce had among you tol 
the contrary not withstanding, And ye thus doing shal have us yourail 
good lady in any thing reasonable that ye shal desire of us, concernyn| 
the weal of you or the saide Universiie hereafter. Vn'eii undre out 
signet at the caste/ of Windesore, the xii day of January. Margai 
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459'- 

Tkerr it no on: of those educated among us, to ■whom ■we are more 
deeply indebted than to you. Vou constantly received while present with 
lis the well earned expressions of our gratitude, which we repeat noiv in 

your absence. We entreat you to continue your good offices towards us, 
and request you to do us the favour of acting as our attorney in receiving 

from Dr. Wareham the sum of sixty pounds for the Feen ChesI, and 
giving him a written discharge for the same. 

KjusMODT est tuuTti sludium ad Oxoniensem rempublicam conser- 1 
vandam ad eandemque augendam quotidie cura. litieralissime docior, 
ut cui atque libi majora debeamus ex viris apud nos educatis penitua 
reperiamuB neminem. A nobis igitur, preter colidianas illas gratiarum 
actiones, quas in te presenlem, neque sine masimis tuis in nos mentis, 
frequenter habuimus, etiam in te jam absentem graiias, easque im- 
mortales, videmus reddi oportere. Facial atque progrediaiur tua 
reverentia quo ceperit, ad Oxoniensem rempublicam perpeiuo con- 
servandam, ad pcrpetuam lui norainis memoriam perpeluamque de- 
corem. Volumus atque etiam majorem in modum rogamus ut, 
lanquam nosier attornatus. ad luas manus recipere digneris sexaginta 
libras a venerabili viro domino doctore Wareham, quas paratas habet 
ad fundationem ciste de Feen; reddendo eidem' venerabili doctori 
aliquod scriplum tua manu quod eum de tanta pecuniarum summa 
acquietabit. Nihil hac re jam nobis optatius ; quod ut facias te etiam 
atque etiam rogatum habcmus. Et diu prospere valeat tua reverentia, 
digniasimc doctor. Uxonie a nostre congregatinnis domo, quinto Idus 
Marcias, 

The Licence of John Bayly [to be carrier to the 
University] transferred to William Bayly. 

Anno Domini millesimo quadringentesimo nonagesimo tercio con- I4g3< \ 
cessa est iila libertas vehendi a partibus aquilonaribus Oxoniam Willelmo 
Bayly, que vehendi libertas prius concessa erat Joanni Bayly, ut patet 
1 hoc registro. Acta sunt hec in domo congregatiom's, anna Domini 



predicio die n 



r Mardi quintodedmo. 
Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 



K NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Joannem Russell, Universi- >493- 
laiis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, et magislrum Joannem Jolyffe et magi- 
strum Kicardum Bamigham, recepisse el habuisse, die confecttonis - 
' No lHlc or »ddfcM. ' tadim MS. 
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presenlium, de Abbale el corvenlu de Enysham, quinquaginta t 

iterlingonim : De quibus faiemur nos esse solutos, 

ide acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro signatas. Data in ncstrt 

domo, octavo decimo die mensis Aprilis, anna r^ni regis 

Henriei sepiimipost conqueslata nono. 

460 \ 

To Sir Reginald Bray. 

Ryjth honorable sir, we commend us to j'ow as enterly and 1 
lovyngly as may be thowjthe; and for as moche hyt ys soo | 
pryvylegyd personys havyng grete lyberlees can noil att all tymyi 
pesybylly enjoy there lyberlees, wkiwle favorabyll ayde of nobyHj 
menys assislence ; and to Jjis ende also noble princys off iher 1 
graciose favowr hathe gevyn to genenill Unyversytces of scolars 
Tranches and liberlees, for jj* [hey shulde be wkiwte trobull and 
vexacyon, by home Crystys feythe ys furderyd and encresyd; we 
iherfore, consideryng })e noble fame off yowre grele wysdom and 
syngulare gudnesse, desyre and pray yow lo accept the offyce oB 
owre stewardchyppe off Oxfoord, wherto by owre hole assetnblance yt 
ar elecie. Yff hytt schall lyke yow thus to do att owre instaaM 
prayowre, we trust in godd hytt schall turne lo yowre grele pies 
and owre synglar profyle yn tyme to cum. We prayd and desyryd \ 
honorabyll man, master doctor Mayew, archedeacon off Oxford to be 
owre solycytor yn Ji" case ; to home we trust je wyll condescend a^ 
owre supplicacyon and prayowr. Gewyn undyr owre comyu stale /■ 
an day off Jime^yn more congregacyOH howce ail Oxforde. 

461. 

To Doctor June'. 

Your great interest both with the King and the highest in the 
enables you lo be our friend in need, and we hope you will exert i\ 
behalf the influence which the weight and dignity of your character gvM 
you. Our Semschall has departed this life, and we desire without delay' 
to fill the vacant place, for the peace of our University greatly depends om 
the appointment of a suitable person. We ask you therefore to plead our 
cause, and induce Sir Reginald Bray to accept the office. Wt fear thtd 
he may refuse because we can offer Utile ttnolument, but our prayers on^, 

' and ' No tiile 01 address in MS. 
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Probatissimo viro. sacrarum legum integerrimo professori, Cancel- 1 
larius Universitalis Oxonienais celusqiie magiatronim regenlium una- 
niinis salutem in omnium Salute, Summam in te spem, celeberrime 
patrone, recte coUocantes, qui in maximis gerendis rebus eC apud 
metuendisaimum principem ei spec tali ssimos regni paironos integer- 
rimus semper es exauditua, id a le vehementer poslulamus rogamusque 
constanter, eum te nobis nostns in agendis causis diJigendssimum 
actorem exhibeas, qualem maxima auctorilas el amplissima gravitas 
ma esse concedet. Significamus tibi, conjunciissime vir, strenuissi- 
mum militem dominum Gwj'lhelmum Stonare, qui potestatera apud 
nos secularem aliquot annos tenebat in senescallum Universitati pre- 
feclus, diem terminasse suum; dormitque, ut speramus, feliciter' in 
Domino. Que res cum nobis certtssime denunciala est, nc tamo 
atque prccipuo capite Universiias aliquamdiu vacaret, vehementer 
impulit [ut]' novum huic officio successorem preficeremus, quod et 
preter moram factum est. Nos autem prestantissimo alque genero- 
sissimo milili domino Reginaldo Bray, qui magne polentie homo 
atque regio later) cotijunctissimus sit, qui dcmum nobis infesiissimos 
—quorum hoslilis contra nos insidiaiio sepe plus satis exasperascit — 
verbo aut denique facto compescat, hoc officium novissimos dies 
unanimes contulimus. Veremur lamen non mediocriter hesitanles, 
cum nihil erga ilium res lucri habeat, nobis auiem et coramodo et 
nostre reipublice perpelue, ut confidirous, luitioni sit, an, quod offerimus, 
id oneris acceptabit. Tantum enim illi preces ad Deum pollicemur, 
quern magnis donare muneribus non suf&cimus. Te igitur, amplissime 
vir, summopere hortamur inslanterque rogamus, prcclarum hominem 
ilium, apud quern, ni fallimur, bene magnus es, fac ita suadeas collalum 
officium oranino non postpooat'. Quam rem si voto precibusque 
nostris Itia preslantia perfecerit, perpetuo libi devincti el tui semper 
sumus ; et tu ' vive felix in Domino. Amen. 

Testimonial letter for two Franciscans, foreigners. Fol. 17S k 
Universis sancie mairis ecclcsie filiis presentes litteras inspeciuris i4g4> 
Cancellarius Universiiatis Oxoniensis cetusque magistrorum regencium 
in eadem unanimis salutem in omnium Salvatore. Justicie nobis el 
humaniiati esse recte exisiimantes siudiosorum hominum, eorum 
primum qoos et morum venustate et scienciarum claritaie fecundos 
esse perspicimus, nomen atque gloriam in lucem ubique afferre; vile 
utique paJam judicantes scienciam, que res est non mediocriter pre- 
ciosa, in latebris quasi morttiam obdormire ; dilectis nobis in Christo 
' ftokUUtr MS. ; cf. cp. 468. ' ut omitted in MS. ' ptspomt MS. 




EPJSTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 

ordinis minonira professoribus, domino Alphoncio . . . .' atque domino 
Lupo de Gooes, quorum conversacionem annos atque annos semper 
iniegerrimam comperimus et scienciam plene sumus experti, urde 
magnas laudes non preter mcrita consecuii sunt, testamur ad sacre 
theologie gradum, qui bachulariatus est, perfeclis doctissime omnibas, 
que eum ad gradura ailinent, in dicta nostra Universitale Oxonie 
honorilice promoveri. Quibus revera oplimis Francisci imitatoribu^ 
ciira suscepti gradua lapsa tempora non minus quam ante gradum, 
plurimos annos sciencia adaucta esi, ut his ad doctoratus gradum in 
sacra theologia posthac promoveri liberrime concessimus licencia- 
vimusque bene vole ntissime. Cupientes igitur hanc nostram commenda- 
cionem benemeritorum hominum atque eonimdem studii experienciam 
apud cunctos plus ponderis habituram esse, has litteras Universiiatis 
nostrc communi sigillo consjgnari fecimus. Dahim in vosire congrtga- 
cionis domo, anno salulis miliesimo quadringcnttiimo nonagesimo qu^lo, 
cl mtnsis Junii die vicesimo quinlo. 



462. 
By the Knynge. 



vu, j 



Trusty and welbelovyd, we grete yow well ; and yn as moche as ji" 
iTjthe reverent Tadyr in god, owre trusty and ryjtbe welbelovyd \fi 
byschoppe off Lyncolne, yowre Chancellare, hathe wrytyn dyverse 
tymys unlo us, )>' when so evyr wee wold desyre hym to surrendyr 
ihoffice of the said Chanceller he wold be agreable therunio, and 
accomplisshe the same in deu fourme for oure pleasur and for his 
discharge in that behalve ; «e, hering nowe of late that ye propose to 
precede to your election for a new Chanceller in goodly hast, wol and 
desire you in youre affectuous wise that ye deferre that matier, unto 
suche season as we shall have written oure mynde un to the said 
Right Reverend fadre, and that we shall have eftsones his plain 
surrendre in due forme, as it apperteneth. It shall not be longe 
beforne ye shall clerely have oure enlent in this caas. Wherfor that 
ye prorouge your said election as above unto the lyme ye shall therin 
have furthre knowlege from us, as oure truste is in yow. J'firn undrt 
oure signet at oure manoi'r 0/ Wod Stoke the (V day of Octobie. 

• Thii name is illeeible in MS. 
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463- 
To the King. 

We have received your Idlir, wherein your singular favour towards 
us plainly appears ; for if, when tht head fails, the membtrs of the body 
suffer with it, what can be more important to our well-being than that 
our Chancellor should not be permitted to resign, until a suitable successor 
shall have been found f We are most desirous to execute your commands, 
and deeply grateful for your interest in our prosperity. 

Metuendissimo inviclissimoque principi nostra Henrico, Dei gralia 
rpgnorum Anglic et Francie regi poienlissimo, Cancellarius Univerei- 
tatis Oxonie ceCusque magistrorum regencium in eadera unanimis, 
cum omni subjeclione, salutem plurimam diciint. Accepimus jam- 
pridem, inviclissime princeps, lilteras regie majestatis vestre; que 
quanta gracia quaque singular! racione eadem celsiiudo vestra Ojtoni- 
ensem eetum prosequatur apertissime ostenderant. Nam si, ui aiunt, 
capite languescente membra reddanlur invalida, quid preciarius quidve 
uiilius in nosiram rempublicam agi potuisset, non ante Canceilario 
cedendi poleslalem facere — quod vestra aucloritate regia vestraque 
singular! et divina probitate curatum est— quam eidem de successore 
idoneo providcatur ? Que res apud nostros ubi comperta est, illustris- 
simum scilicet regem racionem sue Universilatis tarn preclaram habu- 
isse, quo studio accendebamur non solum in executione ipsius regii 
mandati vesiri — quod facere oportebat — vcrum etiam ui immortales 
gratias eidem sercniiati regie habeamus, denique, ut tenemur, 
serenissime princeps, pro regie celaitudinis vestre felici prosperiiate 
deprecemur ! Felicissime et ad longa tempora valeat regalis majeslas 
vestra. Ex Oxonia, vestra Universilate, tercio Idus Oclobris. 

464. 

By the Kynge. 

Tritstv and wclbelov)-d we grcte yow well, and have reddc and 1404. 
undrestande youre writings of the Date of the xiii*'' day of ihis instant 
monelli, By the which wo perce)ve that ye eraprintc well in youre 
myndcs iheffects of oure late lettres un to yow. Trougth it is, for the 
truste we have that encresse of cunnyng and vertue shall from lyme to 
tymc persever amongs yow, the rathre by oure means, we Doo, of 
suche oure enlier favoure un to )ow as we have 10 fewe othre, put to 
oure handis of hclpc for some auhstancial. wise, venuous persone Fol. I70lhl 
to be joute Chancclcr. We considre well by youre said writings that 
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ye be dysposed to the same entent to the prouffit of yow aH om 
universite there; for the which we can yow oure Right especiall 
thanks; and for youre saide good dispositione, wherin we pray row 
to contynewe, shill be soo goode gracious soveran Lorde unto you in 
ail youre jesonable suyts hereaflre, as ye shall have cause of reason to 
be conienl. And long it shall not be, god willing, be forne ye shaD 
have knowlege of oure ffurthre plesur in that behalfT. I'even laidrt 
sigrul at oure castell of Wt'ndeiore, the .vii/i*'* dc^ off Oclobrt £}( 
x'^yere of ra'gne. "^ 

465- 

Ad dominum Marchionem Dorsettie. 



Nothing has ever given us greater pleasure than Ihe 



J 

the 
asm* " 



the number of our scholars your noble and refined children. TTkis 
honour we have long ardently desired, and sheds upon the Univen 
a lustre hitherto unknown. Wc see here a proof of your regard and 
confidence, for without these you would never have entrusted us loilh the 
education of those to dear toyou. Feeling deeply our obligation, we sHaO 
ever pray for your prosperity, and will use all possible care ami diligt 
that ihe children commuted to our charge may grow up to be learned 

Illustrissimo ac magnificentissimo domino, singular! domino nostro 
Marchiont Dorsettie, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxonie universusque 
regencium cetus in eadem sese commendalissimos faciunt. Nunquam 
majori gaudio affecti sumus, excellendssime domine, quam hac tempes- 
late, cum elegantissimos juvenes imo generosissimos 61ios tuos, quod 
maximo affeciu jam diu opiavimus, in nostra Universitate scotasticov 
vidcaraus. Quo (it ut merito escellentissime dominationi tue immor* 
tales gratias habeamus, que rempublicam nostram eo splendore tam 
egregie ornavit quali ante presentem diem ita decoratam non con- 
speximus. Quid enim prestancius quidve carius abs te agi potui^ 
serenissime domine, quam, quos iniima dilectione prosequeris, egregioi 
Ulios tuos dignissima stirpe natos oplimis littcris imbuendos nobis lua 
sponte committeres. Sane hac in re cxperti sumus illustrissimam 
dominacioncm tuam in Oxoniensem cetum maximum amorem gerere, 
atque id ipsum palam confitemur. Quoniam si nostram Universitatent. 
insignissima dominacio tua singulariter non amasset, nunquam nobis 
dilectissimos filios optimis studiis instituendos commisissei. Sumus 
igitur illustrissime dominacioni tue perpeiuo devincti, el Deum pro 
felici tua prosperitate Bemper deprecabimur. In filios autem tuos 
ornatissimos adolescentes nihil officii pre term! item us, sed ut in dociis-' 
simos viros evadant omni studio omnique diligencia curabimus. Fauste 
felicilerque valeal tua dominacio. Ex Oxonia, die Uclobris 
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Acquittances of Osney and Eynsham Abbeys. 
NovEHiNT universi per presentes nos, Joannem Russell, Universitatis 
Oxoniensis Cancellarium, Anihonium fyschare, Robertum Dale, ejus- 
dem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse el habuisse, die confeciionis 
presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Osney in comitaiu Oxoniensi, 
viginii sex solidos octo denarios, pro annua pensione predicle Uni- 
versilali per prefalos Abbatem el conventum debita : De quibus 
faiemur nos fore solutos, diciumque Abbatem et conventum inde 
acquietamus per presentes sigillo nostro coraniuni signatas. Datum 
in nostre congrtgaliemts domo, anno regni regis Henrici sepHmi dteimo, 
tl mensis N^embris vicesimo neno. 

NovEKiNT universi per presentes nos, Joannem Russell, Universitatis 
Oxoniensis Cancellarium, magistrum Anthonium ^chare, magistnim 
Robenum Dale, ejusdem Universitatis procuratores, recepisse et habu- 
isse, die confectionis presentium, de Abbate et conventu de Ensham 
in comitaiu Oxoniensi, sedecim solidos octo denarios sterlingorum, in 
partem solutionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte Unlversitati per 
prefatos Abbatem et conventum debile : De quibus fateraur nos fore 
solutos, dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per pre- 
sentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in nostre congregalionis 
domo, anno regni regis Henriei septimi decimo, el mensis Deeembris die 
primo. 

466. 
To Sir Reginald Bray. 

A H those, who have preceded you in the office you hold, must yield the 
palm to you ; for which of Ihem has left a memorial of his name to 
compare with your magnificent donation of forty marks for S. Jtfary's 
Church !> It would seem that the Blessed Virgin, herself desiring a gift 
from you, moved you to this act of beneficetice, as soon as you set foot in 
her Church. We doubt not but that she will repay you viilh inlertst ; 
but we shall not on that account neglect the prayers, which it is our duly 
to offer, thai God, who is the rewarder of all good works, will grant you 
His blessing. We will do as you bid us in providing oak timber. If 
you can gel the resignation of our Chancellor, which is, we are informed, 
in the King's hands, forwarded to us, Ike effect will be most beneficial in 
tranquillizing the University. 

Magmfico et generosissimo militi, domino Reginaldo Bray, Oxoni- 
ensis Universitatis senescallo, Cancellarius ejusdem universusque re- 
gentium cetus salutem plurimam dicuni. Concedunt tibi, magnifice 



'EPI5T0LAE AC.-iDEMlCAE. 

miles, omiios, quotquot superioribus temporibus hunc tuuin apud nos 
magistralum gessere, «cii non lam egregia lua in nos voluntate quam 
liberalissima eademque munificeniissima tuorum be ne fie I o rum largiute. 
Qui enim tarn preclaram nomtDis sui memoriam reliquerit Oxonien- 
sibus, ut, clarissime miles, hoc tuo ' in nos collaio beneficio ad elemam 
(ui memoriam reliquisti, cognovimus neminem. Recepimus natnque 
quadraginta marcas abs lua egrcgia amplitudine donatas, quas ad 
perpetuam UberaJitatia tue memoriam in Beate Virginis templo jussisd 
collocandas. Que plane Beata Virgo, quasi tuorum munerum cupida', 
quam cicius ejus lemplum ingressus es, hanc abs te iiberalitalem 
extorsit: Que etsi tibi cum usura reddet dona graciora, nihil tameo 
officii nosiri pretermittemus : contidimus enim ul Deus ipse, qui est 
omnium bononam relributor, nostris precibus placatus sua te beati- 
tudine donet. Quod jussit preterea in providendis quercinis arboribus 
tua gravitas faciemus. Sed aliud est in quo tua ampUmdo nostre 
Universitali summe benefaciet ; si cessionem reverend issimi domini, 
domini Cancellarii nostri, quam, ut aiuni. habet metuendissimus 
dominus noster rex, ad manus nostras impetrare velis. Nihil profecto 
gracius aut uiilius ad tranquillitatem Universitalis nostre efficere potent 
tua dignitas. Feliciterque vive, miles magnifice. Ex Oxonia, uxi& 
Idus Decfmbris. 7'ue amplitudinis amaniissimi, Cancellarius Univei^- 
lalis Oxoniensis et magistrorum regentium universus cetus. 

467. 
\. To the King. 

Master Edward Wyiloughby delivered to us jrour cnmmands, but only 
on the day appointed /or the election of our Chancellor, and at Ihi very 
hour when mass zvas being sung, and Ike Archbishop 0/ Canterbury had 
been chosen by general consent. His great services to the University, and 
our belief thai his selection would be acceptable to you have governed our 
choice. We pray you to accept with favour what we have done in 
obedience to our statutes and ordinances ; and we shall eiier pray for the 
increase of your prosperity. 

l"iiKiSTiANissiMO princjpi nostro Henrico, Dei gratia regno rum Anglie 
i.'t Francie regi metuendissimo Cancellarius Universilatis Oxoniensis 
omnisque regencium cetus in eadem, cum omni subjeccione et honore 
lam invictissimo principe digno, salutem plurimam in Eo dicunt qui 
v-sl omnium una salus. Perferebat ad nos, invictissime princeps, 
litteras regie majestatis vcsire magister Edwardus Wyllougby, fidelis- 
' luo MS. ' cupido ib. 
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sitnus signilicator maiidali vestri, eo tamen die quo, exigentibus 
staimia nostris ad eleccionem Canceliarii iluri eramus, ea hora qua 
missa decantabatur, que extrema eral, cum jam ante maturo et 
accuratissimo consilio omniumque suifragiis publicis reverendissimua 
in Chrisio pater et dominus, dominus Cantuariensis archiepiscopus, 
Universitalis nostre Canceliarius, una hominum opinione essec desig- 
natus. Cujus reverendissimi summa beneficia patris in nostram rem- 
publjcam frequentissime prestita eo animosius Gxoniensem cetum ad 
hanc dignitatem ei conferendam incitarunt, quod vestre celsitudini rem 
gratissimam hujusque nobilissimi domini mentis non indignam sese 
facere arbitrabantur. Monebanl enim ex nostris plerique, partim suo 
obsequio, quod reverende ejus paternitati debebatur, partim virtutibus 
et rebus a sua dominatione clatissime gestis; sed frequeniiores plane 
vinculo sacramenti in digniori electione prestandi, cum nuUo pacto 
nisi ' sua sponie in ejusmodi electionibus suATragia prestare deberent. 
Deprecamur igitur celsitudinem vestram, princeps meluendissime, ut 
hanc Universitalis vestre dileccionem juxla ordinaciones et statuia 
nostra factam regalis majestas vestra equanimiter acceptare digneiur. 
Et nos, ut Icnemur, pro augenda felici prospcritaie vestra assidue 
Altissimum esorabtmus. Ad longa lempora valeat 
regia. Ex Oxonia vesira, sexlodeamo die vunsis Jan 

468. 

To the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

For many yean ymr pawirful proUclion has alone enabled the Uni- 
vtrtily to stand against the assaults af its numerous rnemies ; and im 
have long regretted our inability to make any recompense, however humble, 
which might prove the sincerity of our gralilude. Now there/ore that the 
office of Chancellor — Ihe highest distinction we can con/ir, as a reward 
of virtue, rank, and learning — has become vacant, we beg you graciously 
to accept this humble offering of our loving hearts. It it the widou/s mite, 
but it is all she has. We hope that, under your guidance, peace and quiet, 
learning and virtue will spring up and increase among us. 

RcvERENmssiHO in Christo patri et domino, domino Joanni, Dei 
gratia Cardinali et Cantuariensi archiepiscopo illustrissimo, tocius 
Anglie primati et patrono colendissimo, Canceliarius nalus Universiiatis 
Oxonie universusquc regencium ceius in eadem sese cum omni Bub- 
jectione et honore commissos faciunt. Cum jam multos annos, illus- 
trissime domine, UniversJlaa tua, vim et injuriam mullorum perpessa« 
■ iH sua ifonlt MS. 
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salva persislere non poluisset, nisi vestre dominacionh summo presidio 
niteretur, dolebamus plurimum nihil tale in nostra [totestaie constitutum 
esse, quo prestito, quamvis id ipsum longe vestris meritb inferios 
fiierU, nemo nos quasi accepti beneficii immemores rationabiliter 
arguat, Quo til, cum cancelhriatus nostri dignilas hoc tempore vacet, 
quod maximum munus est quo nobilissimi et litteratissimi domini 
pro \irtutibus per Oxonienses donantur, ipsi celebrata eieclione 
egregiam amplitudinem hoc honore dignissimam declaranioL 
Rogamus igitur humiliori modo quo possumus, cum omni cordis 
aifectione, reverendissimam dominacionem vestram hoc munus pau- 
percule vidue, quod de bono thesauro cordis procedit, benigiiiter 
acceptare ; quod etsi pro tarn nobilissimi domini beneficiis exiguum 
et leve sit, maximum tamen est quod per nos prestari possit. Spera- 
mus enim fore ut hoc illustri facto dominationis vestre pax et trao- 
quillitas summa Oxoniensibus gignatur, omneque genus studii et 
vinutis magis ac magis in dies singulos augeatur. Semperque cum 
maxima felicitate ' prospereluc dominacio vestra. Datum in uostrt 
dome, mensii Januarii dk uplitito decimo. 



469. 

By the Kyng:. 



Trusty and welbelovyd we gret yow well, and dowbt noil but 
ye have in y fresh remembraunce how, for the goode and singi 
favour we bere un to yow, and for a coniinewall rest to be a mongst 
yow, for ihe better to gyve yow to ihe study of venue and of cunnyng', 
for the pleasure of Gode, mcrelts of yo' selffs, and for the fcyth and 
honour of ihys our regime, we desiryde yow to forbere the eliCing of 
your Chauncelere unto the lyme we hade the mynde of the ryght 
revcrcnde fadre in gode the byshopp of Lyncolne, then your Chaunceler^ 
as itt was seidc, and now decessyde, whom gode asshoile. Wherfor, 
and to thentente ye shulde know we rest still in the same our favoor 
unto yow on the on parte, and that therfore, and for the cawses above- 
seide, yow shulde have such an honorable actyff and discrete person 
to be your hcde and govemour, as myght bothe overse yow, promote 
your cawses unlo us, and defende yow in your ryghts and privilege^, 
we recomracnde unto yow the ryght reverende fadres 
trusty and ryght welbelovyde the byshoppia of chestyr and Roches^^: 
for yow to chese, siihens they both be of yow and browghl upp ft 
monge yow, the oon of them to be your chaunceler. Wherein, iff 
' feoluilalt MS. ; cf. ep. 461. 
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ye so do as we [rust assuerdly yow wyll nott fayle, yow shall, as in 

our opinion, wisely provyde for your selffa, and ministre unto us fuU Fol. I77h»'l 

gooiie pleasure ; by ihe whych ye shall gyve unto us occasion the 

rathyr to encrece unto yow owre seide favour in any your reasonable 

peticions for tyme to cume. And in caas ther be w' yow ony statute 

contrari to this owre desire and advis, we pray yow to dispense iherw* 

in this behalf and to accomplysh that is for seide, as yow purpose to 

please us. Vfi'tn undrt more signet all our lower of London, Ike jri'* 

day of January Ihe ttnlhyere ofmiore Rcigne. 



470, 

From the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

/ have received, by Ihe hands of the bearers hereof, your earnest request 
that I would accept the office of Chancellor, and no one can more desire 
your honour and prosperity than myself; but my time is so fully 
occupied that I cannot give the personal alknlion requisite. I cannot, 
therefore, do all I would ; but, lest I should stem lo neglect my duly to 
our University, I will not refuse to undertake Ihe office for a lime. And 
it will be your duly to choose some one lo act as my Commissary, who 
will have Ifu necessary lime at his disposal, and Ihe due qualificaiions of 
I haracler for the efficient discharge of his duties, wilh your asststance. 

LiTTKRATissimi vifi, conimendationem. Humanissimaa litteras vestras, 
septimo decitno hujus niensis in vestre congregacionis domo con- 
signatas, attulerunl ad nos doctissimi viri presentium portitores, quibus 
cquidem nos vehementer exorastis Ut vestri Cancel lariatus officium in 
nos suscipere non recusarcmus, Revera istius Universi talis, nostre 
matris splendidissime, honori ac commodo inserviendi eo desiderio 
aHicimur, quo majori quisquam esse non possit. Sed facultas profecto 
nostro non cor'respondet animo : ea namque laborum magniludine 
crebro occupamur, ut ipsam, qua istud officiuiu opus Iiabet, industriam 
personaliter adhibere non valeamu.s, proui prefatis portiloribus apcrcius 
ex plica vimus. Istud tamen per vos nobis oblatum munus, pro quo 
vobis inunensas agimus gratias, eo ahquamdiu perfuncturi minime 
refutare volemus, ne vcstra in nos vota frustrentur, aut nostrum in 
islam Universiiatem preclarissimam ofiicium prctermiltere videamur, 
qui non tantum ei prestare possumua quantum et di:bemus et cupimus. 
Veslnim iiaque erit iteniro opcrari quo egregium altquem dominum, 



— qui, non ita prepeditus negoliorum variei 
curis magis commode incumhiere poterit- 
AJTcctamus enim non mediocriler eum virut 



ipsius officii 
-vobis conciliare vakaiis. 
1, nostras in absentia vices 
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occupaturum, esse statucndum, qui ceteros in virturam saniqoe regi- 
minis ac doctrine semita dirigere possil : quod certe non dutntamu 
commissarium istic posse facilius efficere. cum vos presidiis consiliiqw 
salubribus et saois esemplia, quibus vos ceteris prestare spemnas, 
sibi adesse curaverilis. Hoc autem pacto nos turn islius alme Univer- 
siiatis turn vestri honoris uiilitatisque magis studiosos efficiem; El 
bene valeatis. Ex Lambelhe vicesivio uptimo Januarii, vtikr ad wtt 
Joawus, CardiiUilis Canluariensis. 



471- 

Ad dominum Cardlnalem Cantuariensem. 



i 



We rejoice greatly that, in answer lo our prayers, heaven has grot^ 
us inyour person a proUclor a/id spiritual guide, than whom the Via- 
versily has never had one of more holy character. Such a pilot far 
our storm-tossed boat is m doubt given by the divine wisdom, /or who bti 
yourself could, like another Moses, guide our Israel with sttch siprighlness, 
ability and strict legality f We are more blessed Ihan our /bre/alieri, 
in having as our Chancellor one who far surpasses any previous ocm^anl 
of that office in moderation, dignity, industry and wisdom. In short, 
we may apply to you Cicero's praise of Pompey ; and we are deeply 
thantfui that wt shall enjoy, in your presence among us, those excilUnI 
qualities of heart and mind, which by your reputation we know JVU to 
possess. 

Revere SDissiMO in Christo patri ac donaino, domino Joanni, D« 
gratia Cardinali et Cantuariensi dignissimo archie piscopo, Cancellarius 
nalus Universitatis Oxonie omneque collegium magistrorum regcncium 
in eadem, cum omni subjeclione, salutem plurimam dicunt. Gaudemus 
non mediocriter, excellentissime paler ac domine, diem istum, qoem 
a superis immortalibus semper votis et precibus expectavimus, tandc 
nobis illucere; in quo Universilatem istam Osonie, matrem nobis dile 
tissimam, tam celeberrimo pairono tamque divino pastore, quo nin 
quam sanctiori decorata fueril, perornatam videamus. Celesii [ 
quam humano consilio plane factum esse puiamus, ut is navi t 
muhis jam diu procellis fatigale gubernator esse dignaretur, cui profec 
in hoc genere guberaandi omnis ista provincia parem non elargin 
Quis enim hujus nosire Israel populimi ea divina probitate, 
excelso ingenio, ea denique reciissima legis admin istracione regat i 
Moyses ille, quern Deus in nobis legislatorem suscitavit } Quod j 
palrcs nostri felices recte censendi sunt, quibus magna auctoritatefl 
' A word nDinlellieilile bcre in tbe MS, 
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viri Guis temporibus in hac alma sede prefuere, bealiorcs sane fliii 
judtcandi sumus, quod tam colendissimus pater huic dignilali prefueril; 
qui omnium patrum modestiam, dignitates, indusiriam, sapienciani, 
atque longe supra— sic nosira seniencia est — soli sibi uaurpat. Sed 
ne longius tanti patroni taudibus immoremur, id ex omnibus unum in 
medium afferamus, quod crebro in laudem Pompeii Cicero afferre 
solet: ' Hunc audiebani anica, nunc prtsentem vidmi lania Umpe- 
rancia, lanta mansuctudine, lanta humanitaie, ul ii bealittimi tsse 
videantur aptiii quoi ilU diulisumt commoratur.' Beaii igitur sumus 
Oxonienses, et imniorlalea vesire paiernitali gratias habemus, quod 
apud noE oplima gratia vestra summa auctoritale commorari non 
poslposuil. Hoc demum i>aternitati veaire pro officio conari debemus, 
ut Deum pro felici prosperilate vestra deprecemur. Et ad longa 
tempera valeal sanctissima dominacio vestra. 



472, 

Ooctoribus [Jane, Fitzjames, et Mayow]'. 

T^t afftctinnak inttreti you have always manifesled towards tis leaves 
no room lo doubt but that you will undertake a matter 0/ much importance 
to us, and, we trust, credit to yourselves ; we are sure, indeed, that you, 
who Aave aided us in things /ar more serious, will not suffer us to lack 
your help in this. We send you, by the bearer 0/ these, the oath our 
Chancellor elect is bound— unless it be dispensed with — to take in congrega- 
tion, and we beg that you will administer the sanu to him ; having full 
powers from us lo act in our behalf. 

Clarissihis docioribus et viris probatissirais, doctori Jane, capelle 
regie decatio egregio, doctori fylzhjamys, insignissimi principis nostri 
elcmosinario benemerito, doctori Mayow, comitatus Oxoniensis archi- 
diacono venerabili, Cancellarius natus Universttatis Oxonie omnisque 
regencium cetus in eadem sese commissos faciunt. Earn semper de 
vobis, omalissimi viri, spem maximam concipimus, ut, quicquid nos 
a magnis aucCoritatibus vesiris expectaturos decrevimus, id facile con- 
secuturoB hand unquam dubitamus. Ipsa enim caritas vestra, qua nos 
et Universitatem istam nonnihil estis prosecuti, facit hac tempeslate 
earn rem a vobis postulemus que magnum reipublice nostre fructum 
allatura est, vobis autem, ut confidimus, laudem et honorem. Et 
plane scimus nunquam, sapientissimi viri, committetis ul, qui magnis 
in rebus summo presidio semper Oxoniensibus fueritis, in minoribus 
gerendis negoiiis eos spe frustrata oplimis patrociniis vestris orbos 
' The lillc in the MS. is Decloribm onlj. 
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relinquatis. Agile igitur, viri ornatissimi, et quod petimus vos tandn 
faciuros recipite, vehemenler obsecramus. E multis quedam excerpta" 
statuta juramenlum reverendissimi domint, domini Cardinalis el Can- 
luariensis archiepiscopi, nuper nobis in Cancellarium electi, cominencia, 
I. quoil in hac nostra congregacione preslare deberet— nisi aliunde cum 
sua reverendissima dominacione absolute dispensatum fuisset — p« 
harum tabellioncm, omaiissimi viri, ad vos transmittimus ; rog;amusque 
ut hoc juramentum sanciissime dominacioni ejus nostra vice deferatis. 
Ea enim estis auctoritate freti, ut, quicquid nobis potestads ad ( 
rendum ei juramentum usurpare licuerit, id vobis viris prudentiss 
impresentiarum omne committi sLatuimus. Quam 
nostris, viri oplimi, subieritis, nos semper vobis profecto devinctos 
tenebitis. Et demum feliciter valeatis, celeberrimi viri. Datum in 
nostrt cimgregacionis domo, nono die Februarii. 



deferatis. 
ad defej 

pro votir^l 



473- 



Ad Universitatem per domintim Cardinalem. 

Vmir very compJimmiaTy lelkr shows thai my acceplanct of 
Chancellorship is in no slight dc-gree agreeable lo you. Be assured Ih 
1 shall be truly glad if my services can be of use lo our mother the 
University, though 1 do not disguise from myself the fad that my power 
is not so great as you seem lo fbinif and that certainly I do not, Mr 
could possibly, deserve such praise as you give me. I may say, however, 
that what I can I will do for the honour of Oxford, its dignity, and 
the general welfare of all its members. As lo the commission deputed /» 
administer to me the oath. I should have thought the oaths I took on 
graduation lo be sufficient : but, one only of its members having presented 
himself — whereas the commission is issued to three jointly — ("/ w void 
of effect. />■ Maymv, and Doctor Smythc tie bearer of these, will 
explain to you more fully my mind on this subject. 

DocTissiMi viri, commendacionem. Ille quidem suavissime liitei 
quas ad nos die hujus mensis nono dederitis, ostendunt 
mediocri gaudio perfundi, quod vestri cancellarialus oflicium exercere' 
poUicebamur ; ac proinde laudibus ' nos sublimare non vulgaril 
iisque longe supra merita, curastis, immortales nobis habcndo gratiaa,' 
&c. Sane immenso nobis gaudio fore cogitelis, si nobilissime nostre 
mains Oxonie negociis conducibiles esse valuerimus. Sed earn certe 
nosiram parvitatem esse non diffitemur, ut non solum quantum abi 
debemus haud profuiuri sumus, verum nee taniis extolli vestris laudi- 
' txcercere MS. ' /audait'liiui ili. 
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bus nob riignc promtrilos esse, posseve, censemus. Unum Umen hoc 
vobis persuasum esse volumus, ut quicquid nostre vires pro istius 
Universilalis honore, digniiateque el communi salute efficere nos 
patiantur, id sumus baud dubie fucturi. Quantum autem ad lacultatem 
illam, quani veslris liCieris doctissitnis viris <ie accepiando nostro jura- 
mento — quanqtiam tides, per nos alias UniversiLati in assumptione 
graduum preslila, sufficere nobis videaiur — contulistis, cum Tacullas 
ipsa Tueril eisdem conjunctim solomodo collata, restat ut, domino 
doctore ' fytzjamys ipsorum uno istuc, sic enira putamua, aggresso, 
commisGio ipsa ftuslrelur. Nosiram super inde menlem domino doctor! 
Mayow declararc duximua, quam eundem vobis apercius exposilurum 
existimamus. Cui, necnon domino dociori Smythe harum poriiiori, 
lidem adhiberc dignemini. £[ bene valeatib. Ex Lamckylht, tertio 
dtdmo Ftbruarii. Vesccr ad vota Joannes, Cardinalis Cantuariensis. 

474- 

Ad doroinum Cardinal em. 

Our efforts lo do w/talevtr may be most agreeable to you are greater 
than can be welt imagitud ; /or we acknowledge that our obligation to you 
is beyond our power to repay. When., therefore, so insignificant a matter 
as the dispensing with your oath is desired 0/ as, we should indeed be blind 
to our own interest, ungrateful to you, and unworthy 0/ your condescen- 
sion, i/we could for a moment hesitate to grant it ; and accordingly, 
by an unanimous vole of Congregation, you are declared lo be absolutely 
free from any restrictions as lo residence, or anything ehe contained in 
the oath in question: and we trust you will now undertake Ike office of 
Chancellor. 

Reverendissiho in Christo patri ac domino, domino joanni, Dei 
grada Cardinal! et Cantuarienai dignissimo archipresuli, Cancellarius 
natua Universilalia Osoniinsis omnisque regencium cetua in eadem 
cum omni subjectione salutem pluritnam dicuni, Kxisiimari facile 
noil potest, sanctissimc drdinalis et archipresul colendissime, quantum 
semper insudamus ut, quicquid reverends paiernitati vestre et gratum 
et benevoleniissimum esse pulemus, id nos omni ingenio facturos pro 
amplissima paternitatc vestra vehementer coniprobamus. Tantum 
enim excellentissime dominacioni veslre noa debcre profitemur, ut 
nullo officio celebetrime paternitati vestre saiisracere posse videamur. 
Quo fil, cum de nobis rem quasi inJimam amplissima gravitas vestra 
jampridem postularil^alterum scilicet maicimo dominacioni vestre 
' dfitlfri MS. 
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juramentum deferri non dehere quam olim in assumptie gradibus n 
hac Univeraitale preslitum fuerit — plane nee nobis ipais 
vesire preslancie grati, tantaque auctoritate veslra digni unqaam judfc 
caremur, nisi ea res suum finem statim fuisset habitura. Omnis ij 
senatus ille magisirorum regencium oplimam graiiam vestram c 
re^idenda solutam esse decrevit, omnique juramenio libera.tam, qaod 
ad hujus nostri Canceilariatus dignitatem attinet, p^ilam declaraviti 
Tandem igitur, optime pastor, nos in vestram tucelam : 
diiminacio vestra suscipiat vehemcnter expectamus, Et ad long* 
tempora valeat sanctJsstma dominacio vestra. Amen. Data m n 
eongregacionis domo, sepiimo dteimo die mensit Februarii, 

475- 

To Doctor Lichfield. 

When we call lo mind — as vie very o/len do^lkc imptrishabU bUstingi 
you have so abundantly conferred upon us ; no/ only do vie /eel thai 
gralitude is due, (ml thai our prayers should be offered conltnually for yoiu 
Your beneficence has SO improved the University that you may be 
sidered as one of our principal patrons and benefactors. For what 1 
be a ivorlhier or more blessed work than the rebuilding of the 
Church of S. Mary, chiefly accomplished at your expense ? It is a deed 
which will never be forgollen on earth, and we can leave it to you lo 
conceive what will be your reward in the land of the Saints 
doubting that the Blessed Virgin, for whom you have almost com- 
pleted her place of rest, will recompense you an hundredfold. CompUtt 
then, we tarneslly entreat you, the work so happily undertaken. Btsida 
Doctor Fitsjames, to whom we awe very much, few, for many years, 
have assisted in the expenses of our public buildings; and withmt 
the assistance of those blessed with the grace of charity we 
to finish the Church. 
1495. SpECTATissiHO viro clarissimoque legum professori, doctor! Ljrcbeftjd^ 
Cancellarius Universilatis Oxonie omneque collegium magistrorum 
regencium in eadem salutem plurimam dicunl. Quotiens immortalia 
benelicia tua quam aecumulatissime nobis collata. vir prudenrissime, 
commemoramus — commemoramus auiem sepissime — non solum 
profecto summas tibi gratias recte habendas esse instituimus, sed et 
preces nostras, easque perpeiuas, ad Deum pro le fundere sumo- 
I>ere sumus impulsi, Ita namque omnis respublica per te maximo 
fruclu adaucia est, ut inter primos benefactores precipuosque patroQOs, 
ex quibus atnplissima patrocinia sepe nobis emanarunC, ii: non injuria 
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connumerari velil. Quid enim beatius quidve omni laude dignius abs H 

te, piissimi:: archidiacone, agi potuisset, quam hoc templum Beate I 

Virginis multa olim vetustate confractum, quam domum Dei niinosam, H 

quam laceram Sanctorum basilicam, maxima in parte tuis impensis fl 

iisque non raediocribus putchemme tandem extruere f Ea sane res H 

est, que nunquam aut fame aut nominis tui dignitatem in Icrris de- H 

perire pacietur. Quod si ab hominibus in via tanta dbi merila jure H 

debenda sunt, quaniam in patria lucis retribuiioncm consecutus fueris V 

tuo lumini, vir sapientissime. commendamus : nee est plane quod I 

dubitemus quin ex Beata Virgine, cujus lu talamum omatissime re- M 

parasti atque ad finem prope perduxisti, centuplum accipias. Age fl 

igitur, vir coleodissime, et iis tuis felicibus ceptis, te vehementer aique H 

vehementiasime oramus, heatum finem demum imponas. Pauci enim, H 

preter clarissimum doctorem fythejamys — eui nos maxime debere pro- H 

fitemur — his nostris edificiis multa tempera sese adjutores prebuere, H 

Expectamus igitur optimorum et beatissimonim hominum patrocinia, H 

cum ex nobis ad tantam exlruendam fabricam non suScimus. Et tu H 

tandem felicissimus vivas. Amen. Datum 4c- "otto die matsj's Marcii, H 

Tui et tue galutis amantissimi. Cancellarius. H 

476. I 

To the Cardinal Archbishop of Canterbury. Fol. 178 b. J 

Though wt have on other occasions been worn out with adversity H 

and trouble, never da we think our society has been struck by suck H 

a whirlwind of unmerited disaster as at the present time ; and to H 

such a slate are wr reduced, that, had we not you /or our guardian H 

and protector, we should be lost. But we will wait for a change of H 

fortune, and trust in you to deliver us. The King has written and H 

demanded certain of our members to be surrendered and lake their H 

trial in another court than thai of our Chancellor. We are there- H 

fore in a great strait, betwixt the hammer and the anvil, for if we H 

give them up, we violate our oath to maintain our privilege, and so ^| 

imperii our souls ; but, if we refuse, we are of all nun most miseraile, H 

for we shall incur the wrath of the King. V 
R EVER EN DISS iHO in Christo palri ac domino, domino joanni, Dei 1495- I 

gratia Cardinali, et Cantuariensi dignissimo archipresuli dominoque I 

nostro Canccllario magnificentissimo, omnis Oxonie regencium cetus ■ 

cum omni reverencia salutem plurimam dicunl. Si quando, Sanctis- fl 

sime Cardinalis, Oxonia magnis adversttatibus, magnis curis, magnis H 

solicitudinibuB fatigaia fuent, nunquam certe existimamus majori ^H 

L2_ 
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turbine, iiidij^iori forluna, acerbiori morbo quam hodie ipsa tes- 
publica percussa est. Iia cnim extenuati sumus ut, nisi vestram 
sanctitaiem custodem, president, propugnatorem nacii fuerimus vestre 
reipublice, perituris ac perditia hominibus similiores arbitrajidi suinm 
quam fausti feltcesque judicandi. Sequemur lamen fortune mutabili- 
tatcm, que prosperis adversa commiscere sepe solet ; aiquc- earn apem 
in vestra sanctitate collocabimus, ut omnes, quotquot hodie cniciantur. 
in vesira virtule omni tandem absoluti periculo evadamus. Quare 
cli^meniissimam paternitatem veslram, maxime pastor, sumopen 
obiestamur atque obsecramus ut, sicul nos' semper salvos esse voluistis. 
ita nos magna confectos niolestia semper iniegerrimos conserveds. 
Scrlpsit ad nos metuendissimus princeps, jussitque quosdain ex 
nostris scolasticis ', falso ', ul bene crediiur, sue majeslati super felonta 
accusalis; qui etiam exiemi judicis subire sententiam detnum com- 
pellentur. Que res ita nostris legibus est contraria ut, si earn ad- 
mitlamus, omnes id peccati non effugimus quod est fidem nostram 
Universitali prestitam violare. Incudi igitur et mallio sumus iuter- 
posili. Si regie parere * volo necesse erii fidem nosiram violamus, et 
ira Dei super nos ; si autem regio precepto non paremus miseriores 
sumus omnibus hominibus, quod tam metuendi principis indigna- 
cionem incurrendum est. Rogamus lamen maximopere sanciitatem 
vestram, ut ptacatum in nos metuendum principem faciat, cui et 
subditisaimi et obsequentissimi semper sumus. 

477. 

Ad Regem. 

Thi receipt of your krrible Utltr filled us with uncontrollable griff. 
But we are confident thai, though displeased with our having no ansuwr 
ready, you will not deem us to have slighted or neglected your commands, 
before you have our defence for our conduct ; which you will find to be 
no trumpery excuse ; and, if there is truth and Justice in our petition, you 
will not reject it. Four command that we should deliver certain members 
of our society — accused, as we believe, falsely — that they may be punished 
for their crimes, is one that we should consider it impious to disobey, but 
for an insuperable impediment. For so it is that we are bound by our 
oath to maintain our statutes and privileges inviolate, and these forbid us 
to allow our members to be tried in a non-University court ; lo obey the 

' This wotd seems lo be a miilure nines and quo! MS. ' uolaslis MS. 

^ Though the senleoce il incomplete, there K. no word omilled or ainbiguous in 
the MS., but Ihc woidstb/iunM, written berore/o/^c in the MS., ^re (here erased. 
* fnrere repeated in MS. 
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order would, thert/brt, make us guilty 0/ perjury , odious alike to God and 
man. We are persuaded thai you will not expose us lo such a danger, 
nor render nugalory the privileges you have yourself confirmed, and we 
pray you lo suffer us to inflict here the extreme penally, if a long 
imprisonment be not a sufficient punishment. 

Metvendissiho invictissimoque principi nosLro, Henrico, &c. Nori 
possumus, inviciissime princeps, dolori nosiro siatim imperare. dum 
litteras vesints maximo perfusas terrore jam proxime audiremus. que 
potentissimam dignitaiem vestram in Oxonienses subiralam esse decla- 
rarunt, quod vesiro mandate niliil responsi paraveriinus de iis nostris 
scolasiicis regie majeslati vestre accusatis. qiios carcere apud nos clauses 
vinclosque (enemus. Sed non ante, confidimus, optima gratia vestra 
nos aut leritatis aut ignavie arguere velit quam non efficias excusa- 
ciones nostras per nos tandem clara luce concipiat. Imprimis, igitur, 
id unum a sereniasima dignitaie vesira quam sumopere expecCamus, 
ut, si quid jusli, si quid honesti, si quid optimi abs tam magnilicenlis- 
sima dignilate vestra hodierno die pelimus, nos non repelli amplissima 
pDtencia vestra concedat. Frecepit celsiludo vestra quosdam ex nostris 
Ecolasticia, falso, ut confidimus, crimine accusalos, regie dignitati vesire 
transmitti debere, qui pro sceleribus penam subeant; cui profecto non 
parere mandato nefas duximus, nisi id nobis cause intercederet, que, 
preter nostrum omnium periculum, maximam conscienciarum ofTen- 
sionem, alque preter lesam rem ipsam, fieri non paciatur. Eo namque 
sacramenio omnes sumus astricti ut nee libertatibus contravenire, nee 
statutis derogare, neque privilegiis obviare possimus, nisi fidei nostre 
violatores esse volumus, quam Deo et Universilati integerrime sumus 
professi. Quod si contra statula in externum judicem hos transrerri 
siatuerimus, quibus dignissimus ille Cardinalis Canluariensis archiepi* 
Scopus, Universitatis vestre dignissimus Cancellarius, judex est consli- 
tutus, fracta nobis fides est, statula vacant, priviiegia eripiuntur, cassate 
consuetudines; et, quod omnium horrendissimum est, Deo el hominibus 
odiosi conslituimur in fide violata. Sed [non]' nos tanlis' expom 
periculis, palam novimus, piisaimc princeps, in quo omne genus vir- 
tulum reperire est, maxima gratia vesira pacietur : neque equa vestra 
dignitas, confidimus, efliciet ut, quos magnis privilegiis amplissime 
roborastis, eos ipsos abjectos fnistratosque relinquatis. Earn ergo 
noHs potestalem, rex mansuelissime, divine clemenlissimeque princeps, 
vestra gracia imperliri velit, ut quos diximus scolasticos in hac vestra 
Universitale extremas subire penas vestra gracia patiatur, si longo 
carcere satis penatum non pcrtulere. 



n omitted b M^. 
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478. 
Ad dominnm Cancellarium. 




TSiir If a blessed day, in which we find ourstlves deliz'tred by ytf 
fnidiation from the anger of our dread sovereign. Ifoiv happy ought w 
to be that your great power has saved us ! We bear witness to thi liSi 
and tad by which this result has been obtained, and future generati<m 
will preserve tht memory of this great success. What more could Ihe m«l 
loving father, the best (f pastors, do for his children ; divine is the onfy 
word to express our deliverance from overwhelming anxiety and tki 
hnment of despair. Our gratitude knows no bounds, and our 
prayers for you shall never fail. 

Reverskdissiko in Christo patri ac domino, domino Joanni, Dd 
gracia Cardinali et Cantuariensi dignissimo archipresuli, &c. Felicea 
eerie beatumque diem hodie videmus, optime pastor, in quo sp< 
tissimam paternitalem vestram, nostram et reipublice nostre salutd 
defensionem, liberacionem aba tarn tnetuendissimo principe ; 
plenisaime conseculam esse f)erspicimus. Unde non tam de nostril 
inlbrtuniis ingemiscendum unquam fuit quam bonis fortunis hodi4 
gratulandum. Quam nobis maxime sit letandum, quod salvi in t 
maxima potencia vestra, sanctissime pastor, evasimus 1 Nos en 
testes unquam esse debemus qua gracia, quo fructu, quam singulai^ 
racione Universitaiem istam ampjissiroa vestra auctoritas accumulft^ 
tissime est prosecuta. Sed nee in nostra posteritate, recte affirmaiiiiit 
res ilia (am clarissime gesia oblivionem pacietur. O patiem c 
simum, O vere pastorem optimum I Quid enim pater in filios magi^ 
carum efTecisse potuit, quam prope perditos, multa anxietate obnitot^ 
pene dejectissimos magna caritate tandem liberare filios? Plane n 
rem istam divinam esse dixerimus, nobb non occurrat recle ilU 
appellare'. Pro qua summaa, infiiiitas atque immortales graciai 
sancte paternitati vestre semper habemus, precesque nostre apud 
Deum pro vestra dignitate nunquam deficient, llle Pater divinus', 
celum cui subjicitur omne, te regat, inspiret perpetuctque, pater. 

479- 

Ad Regem. 

No favour could be greater'jhan that you have of your great * 

granted us, and it is deeply engraved on our hearts. We should be tti^- 

graieful indeed, did we not in return offer our prayers for you, and hold 

' "Pptltare ticiat MS. ' dtviu Lb. 
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ountlves ever in readiness to serve you : for, if we cherish the tnetiwry of 
those great kings, to whom lue owe every increase of our wetfare. We see 
that -we owe even more to you. All men know how richly we have 
profited by your generosity in the past, and our sense of your recent 
clemency deserves to be preserved in an imperishable record. We offer 
our hearlfcU thanks, and, while striving to show our stives your obedient 
servants, our prayer shall ever be, ' God save the King I ' 

Mktt^endissjmo, &c. Non potuit, inviciissime princeps, regia ceisi- i*95- 
ludo vestra rem nobis unquam graciorem piissimc' concessisse, quam 
hodie Caelum est magna vos misericordia, summa gracia, maxima 
denique benevolencia noslris in causis prosecutum iri ', atque benig- 
nissime nos exaudiendos ducere. Que res ita sese noslris mentibus 
constanler itnpressit ut non cito labatur oportet. Fecit nos lanium 
ampliseime celsitudini veslre debere, ut, nisi noslris preeibus tante 
inisericordic responderimus, ingratos homines nos recte appellare 
necesse erit. Neque conquiescemus unquam nisi tanio principi nos 
oBiciosissimos paraverimus. Nee ab re sumus ad hoc juatissime Fol. lyga 
indinali, nam si maximonim principum, quorum patrociniie respublica 
nostra plurimum adaucta est, preclara Facta memorie commendabimus. 
invenimus profeclo istorum magnam, vcslram autem TuiBse in nos 
maximam gractain. Est enim immortalibus lilteris res ilia mandanda, 
quam jam proxime sumus abs tam magnificentissima vestra majestate 
consecuti'. Superioribus autem temporibus quantis incremeniis per 
vestram gracJam satis ubertim donati sumus, nemo est qui in luce non 
habeat. Habemus ergo pro his omnibus maxime digniiati vestre 
iofinitas gracias atque maximas, studebimusque pro virili nos regie 
vestre dignitati placentisstmos reddere, neque id orationis unquam 
pretennittemus ' Domine, salvum fac regem' Et felicissime valeat 
regalis celsitudo vestra, Tacialque Deus, vehementer oramus, plurimoa 
annos eosque letissimos vestra gracia videat. Amen. 



480. 



^K To the Archbishop of Canterbury \ 

^^An event has occurred, of a kind unknown in these days, so harassing 
to us that we are obliged to invoke your aid : that we be not trampled 
underfoot by our enemies. Grievous wolves, not sparing the flock, for so 
we may describe the townsmen, scatter the sheep and devour the lambs of 
our fold ; but we trust by your protection to preserve our statutes and 
privileges, which it is their object lo destroy. Certain townsmen havi 
' Socb \t the puui^ in the MS. ■ lumui repeated in M.S. ' No title in MS. 
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■iteii Master T. CiisoH, an excelleftl man and suectssful teachrr, tt 
your court ; on a charge which he, being the bearer of that, 
will explain to you. We, in pursuance of our slalu/ei, cast John Rvfa. 
who served the citation, into prison ; whereupon he caused Master Ciitc* 
to be again cited, accusing him also of contempt of court, though, clearh/. 
empt by apostolic letters, and who is moreover now romijtg 
to present himself before you, cannot be said to be guilty t>f comttw^. 
Defend, then, we implore you, this shtep of our jiock ; in his case ii 
involved the security of us all. 

Rkverendissimo in Christo, &c. Rem novam hodie atque nosiro 
seculo inauditara excellentiEsime domination! vestre dicere nobis nupec 
propositi negocii magniludo, el nostrum omnium satis acerba moles- 
tacio, magnopere nos impellit; facitque earn, qua nos semper proseqiii- 
mini, adrairabilem graciam vestram imploremus, nt, qui magnis injurii^ 
per adversarios, quos plurimos habemus, valde contriti sumus, victores 
tandem nos evasuros in vestra propugnacione speremus. In\-adunt, 
optime pastor, gregem ilium, quem vestra maxima auctoritas in 
lutelam suscepit, lupi rapaces, quales, si recle dixerimus, quosdam 
hujus oppidi laicos non injuria appellare licet. Sed non lam acerrime 
invadunt quam sunt ad dispcrgendas oves paratissimi, ad devorandos 
agnos accuratissimi ; ad frustranda slatuta, everlenda privilegia, per- 
dendas optimas consuetu dines confederatisgimi. Speramus tamen 
innocentibus nobis nefarios homines panim nocere posse, dum ad 
defensionem statuta et privilegia manifcstissima habeanius. Exaudiat 
igitur nos amplissima dominacio vestra, faciatque tanta inquietatio&e 
liberari, vehementer obsecramus. Citanint jampridem, optime pastor, 
quidam laici de suburbiis Oxonie magistrum Thomam Cisson, bonaium 
arcium aculissimum interpretem, virum magna virtute preditum el 
vestre Universitatis regentem necessarium ; ipsaque citacio ex vestre 
audiencie curia ad eum in Universitate transmissa est. Unde autem 
omnis res emanarit, quem diximits magistrum Thomam, qui noster 
hodie tabellarius est, exiatimamus ad reverendissimam dominacionem 
vestram palam signiticalurum. Facta tandem citacione per Joannem 
Royce laicum, nihil statuli preteraiinentes nostra ex parte, carceribus 
eum mandavimus, atque hujusce rei ' primis auctoribus eandem recle 
atatuimus penam. Cujus occasione rei idem Joannes Royce dictum 
magistrum Thomam cum aliis privilegiatis secundo citari fecit, et in 
eum contempium magna fraude suscilavit; sed quam sit omni con- 
lempiu immunis statim videre est. Is enim, confidimus, non contcmnit, 
quem leges private littereque apostolice exemerunt, dum se contu- 
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macem comparendo non reddidit. Venit et nunc ad vesire audieniie 
curiam vocatus, plenani liberacionem abs lam presianlisstma domina- 
ciooe vestra expectaturus. Neque hac in re solius tiominis causa 
agitur, sed reipublice regencium profeclo tractaLur. Quare si inimi- 
corum impetum propulsare atque repeitere maxima polcncia veslra 
semper cupiil, ovieulam islam iiodie defendat oramus; in qua noslram 
et suam salutem, et suum et nostrum pcriculum perspicimus. Et 
e valeat. &c, ; Qiimlo nonas Maiias. 



Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey'. 

NovERiNT universi per prescntes nos, Joannera Morion, Cardinalem, 
Universitatis OKoniensis Canccllarium, el magi strum Anthonium 
Fyschare et magistrum Robenum Dale, recepisse el habuisse, die 
confeclionis preseniium, de Abbate et convenlu de Enysliam in comi- 
tatu Oxonie, quinquaginta duos solidos sierlingorum, pro quadam 
annua pensione predicte Universilati debita: De quibus quidem 
fatemur nos fore solutes, dictosque Abbatem et conventum indc 
acquietamus per presenles sigiilo nostro communi sigillatas. Datum 
in nosirt congregacioni's domo, quarto die Maii, atmo regni regis fintrin 
se/itimi ileeimo. 

Acquittance of Osney Abbey. 

NovKMKT universi per presenles nos, Joanni^m Morion, Cardinalem, 
Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, el magistrum Anthonium 
Fyschare et magistrum Robertum Daale, recepisae el habuisse, die 
confeclionis preseticium, de Abbate et convenlu de Osney in comilatu 
Oxonie, viginti sex solidos octo denarios, pro quadam annua pensione 
Uicie Universilati debiia ; dictosque Abbalem el conventum inde ac- 
quietamus. cum de hiis nos fore soluios faleamur per presenles sigiilo 
nostro communi sigillatas. Datum in nostre cotigregacionis domo, quarto 
die metisii Maii. 

48T. 
To the Archbisliop of Canterbury '. 

Never was there a more evident proof 0/ that readiness to btfritnd us, 
always manifesltd by you alike in prosperity and adversity, than that 
which now demands our grateful aeknmvledgement ; showing, as it does, 
thai notwithstanding all your weighty responsibilities you do not forget 
us. We have just heard that, owing to your efforts, and yours alone, you 
have— without having any copy of them before you— included the git/ of 

' This and the next ToUawing acqulltmiCH ore mupUcedin the MS., and belong 
to theycar 1494, as appenn fmm the lunimir Ibe procloi*. See p. 611. * No 
title b MS. 
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all our privileges in Ihc powers conferred on our Seneschall ; so Ikaliu 
will be able suffidenlly to punish at^ evil-doers brought be/ore him, Wi 
thank you for Ibis your Ihoughi/ul care, and shall ever strive to do vJi^ 
pleases you. 

Reverendissiho in Christo patri, &c. Nulla omnium est inortalJiim 
nostra senteniia tarn sj)eclabili3 auctoritas, reverendissime paler ac 
dotnine, cui nos unquam ita debere profiteamur ac summe celebriiad 
vestre; que nunquam aut tristibus aut secundis rebus nobis defuisse 
visa est, dum maxime prosit. Cujus rei integritatem, eisi multis 
argumentis claram in conspeciu habeamus, nulla lamen dies, qua res 
majori in luce foret, nobis illuxit quam hodie; quod inter medias 
causas et graviBsimas curas vestras de nobis oblivionem fieri vestra 
amplitudo non patiaiur. Didicimus enim proxime optimam patemi- 
tatem vestram noslri gracia tantopere insudasse, ul nihil hie loci ad 
scnescalli nostri onus aitineat, quod, nullo vel dale exemplari vel inter- 
veniente cujuspiam nisi maximo vestro sudore, ex nostris prii 
vestra dignitas compendiose non excerpsit. Eoque fine ren 
confeciam accepimus, quod vestra commisstone ea vis illus 
militi domino Reginaldo Bray coliata foret, ut, si quos hie nefarios 
homines Tortuna esse tulerit, satis illi penanim in hoc judice ferrent. 
Que res quanta sit caritas vestra in rumpublicam istam, quantus amor 
in scolasticos, quam sil in malrem nostram admirabilis pietas, magno- 
pere molitur exponere. Rem istam profecto maximam fateamiir 
Dportet, pro qua immortales gratias, que tanto patroni digne sunt, 
reverendissime dominacioni vestre semper habemus; curabimusque 
omni studio quicquid amplissime patemitati vestre acceptum fuerit 
semper efficere. Et ad longa tempora felicissime vestra dominacio 
vateat, Amen. Datum undcvieesimo die Julii. 



482. 

b. To Doctor Wareham. 

Vour numerous good offices demand that grateful recognition oAfiajvJ 
admilled by our forefathers to be due to those, from whom they recen 
great advanlagts. Four successful effi)rts to place the UniversitfTk 
Chest in a solvent condition deserve no less gralilude than if you ha4\ 
been the founder. Dr. Filzjames, who related to us what you have 
done, has delivered into our hands the sum of ninety pounds ; for which 
not only we, but our posterity likrwise, shall remain for ever obliged to 
you. Bring, we pray you, your labours in our behalf io a conclusion as 
happy as the beginning ! 
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Spectatissimo viro el peritissimo legum professori, domino doctor! 
Wareham, Cancellarius UniversilaiU Oitonie omnisqiie regentium celus 
in eadem salutem plurimam. Si majores nostri eos benemeritos 
homines, a. quibus maximos fructus acceperunt, non solum summis 
laudibus dignos putaverunt, sed etiam etemis memoriis commendatos 
recte voluerunt, tum nos le maxime prosequi, maxime lui studiosos 
esse, maxime tuis omameniis insistere fas erit, abs quo magna nobis 
beneficia colidie nascuntur. Ita enim pro nobis in gerendis rebus 
crebrodiligentissimusexercuisti. In primis jam proxime pro slabilienda 
cista nostre Univcrsitaii laniopere molilus es, ut si quod genus gracia- 
nim hujus nove capse fundatori non injuria debendum sil^ — debelur 
aulem maxime — plane non impares non inferiores gracias — sic nostra 
sentenlia est — a nobis espectare poles; qui perditas prope atque alie- 
nalas peneque adempias pecunias nobis lua solius opera humanissimus 
reddidisii. Adeoque res est per te Lindem curata, ut ad nostras manus 
per clarissimum virum doctorem fythejamys, qui et te nobis tante rei 
maximum auctorem predicavit, nonaginta libre salvo pwrferantur. Que 
res, cum nobis omnique posteritati preciosissima visa sit atque serapi- 
temis inserenda litteris, summopiere nos invitat, quas opiimis bene- 
factoribus homines soknt, summaa gracias el debere et facere — 
habemusque immortales — et nos libi perpetuo lenet devinctos. Fac, 
oramus, colendissime vir, hec nostra negocia beatum finem habitura, 
quibus feiix per te medium felici principio respondit, Et bene valeat 
prestantia tua, cui nos plurimum commendamus. Datum, ijf. Ocloiris 
nonodtcimo. Tue salutis amantissimi, Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoni- 
cnsis omnisque regentium cetus. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovcBiNT universi per presentes nos, Joaimem Morton, Dei gracia 
Cardinalcm, Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, magisiram Wilhel- 
mum Hasarde, magislrum Wilhelmum Marby!!, ej'usdem Universitatis 
procuraiores. recepisse et habuisse, die confectionis presentium, de 
Abbate el convenlu de Ensham in comitatu Oxonie, sedecim solidos 
octo denarios sierlingorum, in partem solutionis cujusdam annue pen- 
sionis predicle Universilali per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite : 
De quibus Tatemur nos fore solulos, dictosque Abbatem el conventum 
inde acquietamus per presentes nostro sigdlo communi signatas. 
Datum in nostre congregacionis domo, anno regni regis Henrici ttptimi 
undecimo, mensit Novrmbrii die viceumo icptimo. 
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Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 
NovERiNT univctsi per presenles nos, Joannem Morion, Dd graci» 
Cardinalem, Universitalis Oxoniensis Cancelluium, magislrum W. 
Hasard, magislrum W. Marbull, ejustiem Univcrsitads proturaionesi. 
recepisse el habuisst, die confectioiiis presiiUium, de Abbate ci cod- 
veniu de Ensham in comiiatu Oxonie, quinquaginia duos sobtlos 
sterlingorum, pro quad am annua pensione predicts Utiivcnitui 
debita: De quibus (atemur nos fore solutos et diclum Abbaiem « 
conventum inde acquietamus per presenles communi nostro sigillo 
sigiialas. Datum I'n nesirt (oiigregacionis domo, vicesimo prime iU 
Aprilis, anno regni regit Hfnrici srpU'mi undea'mp. 

Acquittance of Osney Abbey. 
NovERiNT univcrsi per presenles nos, Joannem Morton, Dei gracia 
Cardinalem et Univereitatis Oxoniensis Canceilarium, magistnun 
W. Hasarde, magislrum W. Marbull, ejusdem Universitalis procura- 
lores, recepisse et habuissc, die confeclionis presentium, dc Abb.ite et 
coiiventu de Osney in comiiatu Oxonie, viginti sex solidos otio 
denariOB, pro quadam annua pensione dicte Universitaii debita ; 
diciosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus, cum de liiis nos 
fore solutos fateamur per presenles sigillo nosiro communi sigillalas '. 
Datum in nosire congregacionis domo, vicfsimo seplimo die Aprilis. anito 
regni regis Henrici septimi undecimo. 

483- 

To the Chancellor of the University. 
TTure has been a great dispute in Congregation adtmt the eUetiott of 
our bedel*, whose office is one of very constant employmenl. Opinions on 
both sides of the question art obstinate and, though we have several times 
adjourned the debate, no settUment has been reached. In the meantime 
toe endeavoured to persuade the rival candidates that it would be well if 
one would retire. This also was intfectual. We do not know what may 
have been the interpretation 0/ our statutes on this point in times past, 
and are unable to say how they were put into effect ; and the whole 
subject is one which needs your superior wisdom to elucidate it. 

RsvBRENDissiKO in Chrisio pairi, &c. Magna in senatu disceputio 

de preconis nostri electione, hominis in Universiiate officiosissimi, jam 

' sigHlatet MS. * The inxAfroeco it, it leems, 170007100113 with 6r^, 

(hough it doei oot occur hi that lente in the earlier put of thii coUectioo ; 

see pp. 649, 66S, 670, 67S. 
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proxime est secuia, reverendissime paler, el in conlrarias sentemias 
ultra (iistrahunlur animi senatorum; adeo ut difficillimum prope sit 
cam ex animis horainum utraque in parte opinionem evelSere que 
insederai. Que res, ubi in earn c oncer lacioncm deducta est, non 
tnediocrilcr nos impulit ad pluriraos senalus causam ipsam extrahere- 
mus, eo denique consilio ut tarn dispertiti animi reconciliari tandem 
possent, alque unam in senlentiam cogi ; id plane quod nostre expec- 
lacioni respondere non potuil. Convenimus interim eos, qui de officio 
concerianl, suademus alierum aUeri cedendum esse constiluere. 
Verum in ea re parum profecimus, et neuter alterius argumentis locum 
reliquerit dum deliberacioni concederelur otium. Sed cum statuta 
nostra, quorum ex superioris evi patribus interpretacionea de hoc pre- 
conum labore antea nunquam suscepimus, omnibus in rebus nobis 
censores esse et possum et debebuni ; vestro mandate ducti, cui pro- 
fecto non parere nefas existimamus. ea ad prestantissimam domina- 
lioncm vestram mitieremus. recte visum est faciendum ; ut ex tarn 
acuiissimo interpreie el divino quodam lumine predito aliquid nobis 
illuccat, quo ejusmodi tei diRinicionem aliquando exploremus. In 
poslremis abs tam preslanli dominalione vesira interrogamur, qualiter 
li slaiuta mandari solebant. Cui expeciaio etsi gatisfaciendi 
e cupidi simus, nobis tamen eripiiur facullas, quod et sparsim el 
vage m opinione disjecti sumus : quod qua ex causa profeclum aliud 
nihil quam ex siaiuto comperimus. Magna igitur, sic existimamus, 
inierpretatione opus est ad rei perfeclionem. Quare vestram digni- 
tatem majorem in modum rogamus ui, si in rescribendis epistolis apud 
maximam aucCotitatem vestram aliqua ex pane lardiusculi judicati 
simus, excusationem qua utimur, pro stmima pnidentia ac singulari in 
nos gratia, suscipiat : non enim aut incuria aut facilitate nostra evenil 
quod litteras antea non dederimus. El valeat Teliciter dominatio 
vestra. Datum in magno regtnlium it non-regenlium senatu, Niwtmbris 
nono dedmo. 

Acquittances of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovBRiKT universi per presenies nos, Joannem Morlone, Dei gracia 
Cardinalem, Universilatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, magistnmi Rou- 
londum Phylipps, magislrum Thomam Craeonthorpe, ejusdem Uni- 
versilatis procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die confeclionis pre- 
sentium, de Abbale et conventu de Ensham in comitatu Oxonie, 
sedecim solidos octo denarios sterlingorum, in partem solutionis 
cujusdam annue pensionis predicie Universiiali per prefatos Abbatem 
et convenlum debile : De quibus fatemur nos fore solutos, dictosque 
Abbatem ct convenlum inde acquieiamus per presenies nostro sigillo 
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conimuiii signaias. Datum in nosirt congrrgadoitis domo. anno ffgm 
regis Henn'ci upiimi duodecimo, ft Deccmbris trrlio. . 

NovKRiNT universi per presenies nos, Jomnem Morlone. Dei gradt 1 
Cardinalcm presbiterum, magismim Roulondum Philyps et tnagisinim I 
Thoroam Craconihorpe. ejusdem Universiiaiis procuralores, reoepisse 
et habuisse, die confeclioms prescniium, de Abbaie el convenm de 
Ensham in comitatu Oxonie, quinquaginta duos solidos sterlingonim, 
pro quadam annua pensione predicte Universilaii debita : De quibus J 
latemur nos fore solutos, diciosque Abbaiem et conventum inde I 
aequieiamus per presenies communl nostra sigillo signatas. Daiim ^ 
in noiire eongrrgoiionis domo, stptimo Abrilii, anno regni regis Hevriti 
ifplimi duodecimo. 

Acquittance of Osaey Abbey. 

NovERiNT universi per presenies nos, Joannem Monone, Dei giada 
Cardinalcm presbiterum, Universiiaiis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, ma|;i- 
stnim Roulondum Philips et magistnim Thomini Craconihorpe, 
ejusdem Universiiaiis procuratores, recepjsse ei habuisse, die con- 
fectionis presentium, dc Abbate et convenlu de Osney in comitam 
Oxonie, viginli ses ;olidos oclo deiurios, pra quadam annua pensione 
dicle Universilaii dcbiia : De quibus faiemur nos fore solutos, diciosque J 
Abbatem et conventum inde aequieiamus per presentes cotnmuni 
nostro sigillo signatas. Da/urn in nosire congregacionis domo, oclavt 
die Aprilii, anno rtgni regis Henrici septimi duodecimo. 



Acquittance of Eynsbam Abbey. 
1497. NovEBiNT universi per presenies nos, Joannem Klortone, Dei gracia 

Cardinalem, Universiiaiis Oxonie Canceltarium, magistrum Thomam 
Drax, magistrum Ricardum Sedmore, ejusdem Universiiaiis procuta- 
tores, recepisse ei babuisse, die confectionis presenltum, de Abbate el 
convenlu de Ensham in comitatu Oxonie, sedecim solidos octo denarios 
slerlyngoruro, in partem solutionis cujusdam annue pensionis predicte 
Univer^tati per prefatos Abbatem et conventum debite : De quibus 
ratemur nos fore solutos, diciosque Abbatem el conventum inde 
FoL 180 a. aequieiamus per presenies sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum 
in nosire congregadonis domo, amw regni regii Henrici septimi lercia 
decimo, el Decembris die quarto decimo. 

Acquittance of Osoey Abbey. 
1497. NovBKiNT universi per presentes nos, Joannem Mortone, Dei gracia 
Cardinalem. Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, magistnim 
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Thomam Drax, magisinim Ricanium Sedmore, ejuadem Universualia 
procuralores, recepisse « habuisse, die confeclionis preEentium, de 
Abbale et convenlu de Osney in comitatu Oxonie, viginti sex sotidos 
octo denarios bone et legalis monete Anglie, pro quadam annua 
pensione dicte Universilati per prefalos Abbatem et conventum debila : 
De quibus falemiir nos fore solutos, dictosque Abbalem et convenliim 
inde acquieiamus per presentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. 
Datum in notire congrtgacionis <lomo, Dnembris pn'mo, anno regni regis 
Henrici sepiimi lerrio den'mo. 



■3 always < 



484'. 

r desire lo mark, by suck dtstinclions a 



\s we have in our 
pooler lo confer, our appreciation of exalted merit, in such of our members 
as have risen to eminence in other Universities. So lo do conciliates, we 
apprehend, Ikeir good feelings towards us, and adds lo our reputation. 
We therefore beg you to accept the offer of incorporation with us; an 
honour inadequate, we know, lo your deserts, but the greatest we have 
to offer. 

Reverendo, &c. Cum nostra ex familia nosiroque genere sublatus 1497- 
sis, colendissinie anliaies, quod nobis non parum el glorie et voluptatis 
quotidie afferti tantum me dignitati non injuria prestare cupimus 
quantum nostra hie loci autorilas et honoris et inagtsterit concedere 
posset. Eo namque animo esse debenius, ut nostros, quanquam 
alienis gymnasiis evectos atque summos gradus consecutos, in nostre 
achademie amorem integerrime trahamus, magnam inde gloriam ali- 
quando relaturi, Pulcrius enim atque deceniius Universitati accedere 
posset nihil, quam summis atque eleganlissimig viris, quorum in 
numero justissinie reponi debes, prestantissime earn peromatam illus- 
tratamque videre. Quam rem dum non obscure voluimus, vehementer 
incitaii sumus luam tue dignitati incorporacionem, non prcler egregia 
meriia lua, inlegerrimo senatu impetrare. Munus ergo, piissime 
presul, quod damus, quamvis cxiguum, te nimis obteslamur accipere : 
Si enim aliquid effici supra per nos potuissei, quod tanto viro dignum 
judicaretur, omisissemus profecto nihil. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

NovKRiNT universi per presentes nos, Joannem Mortone, Dei gracia 1497- 

Cardinalem, Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancellarium, magistrum 

Thomam Drax, magistrum Ricardum Sydmore, ejusdem Universitatis 

procuralores, recepisse et habuisse, die confeclionis presenlium, de 

' No title. 
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Abbaie et convenlu de Ensham in comitaiu Oxonic. quinqa^jioli I 
duos solidos sierlingiiram, pro quadam annua pensione dicte Vm- 
versitali debila : De quibus fatemur nos fore solutos, diclosque AbbatOT 
et eonventum inde acqiiielamua per presenles sigillo nostro commUBi 
signatas. Datum in nosire congrtgacionis domo. stcutuio Aprilis, anni 
rtgni regis Hatrici seplimi Itrlio dtcimo. 



485. I 

)> Ad Regem. 

We have long ban in great measure relieved by your grace J'rom (k 
heavy burden of the taxes necessary for llie conduct of your wart — t 
l-urden beyond our ability to bear. This is a great h^lp to us and 
deserves to be niver forgotten. But what favour is there that you htm 
not granted us ? We will strive to serve you with all our mighl, and 
our prayers that God may defend you shall never fail. 

Metuendissimo principi nosiro, Henrico, Dei gracia regnonira 
Anglic et Francie invictissinio regi, &c. Maximum nobis onus, illud- 
que profecto nosiris viribus longe impar, vestra celsiludo, amplisstme 
Cesar, jamdudum levavit ; quod ^eddcndi^ vectigalibus, que vesUis 
copiis bellisque gerendis necessaria maxime sunt, Oxonienses, quos 
mulla inopia quotidie prcmit, sumtna in largitate absolverit. Que res. 
sic nostra senleniia e;,t, nobis non solum com memoranda, qui maximos 
ex ea fructus accipimus, sed et cternis memoriis recie commendanda 
erit ; ut tain divini principis nomen splendorem atque summani in 
clerum pielatem omnis nostra posteritas et predicet et admireiur. 
Fidem enim nostram I que poiuit reipublice nosire addi gracia, quam 
metuendissimus princeps suaple natura nobis non contulerit i" Aliud 
plane hac in re potuimus expectare nihil quam graciam vestram, que 
cumuto quasi quodam ab tam dignissima majestate ' nobis profecta 
est. Itaque viribus studendum est nobis tam strenuissimo principi 
sumopere inservire, et regalitaicm vestram unice nobis esse colendam. 
Nee deerunt, quas perpetuo fundemus, pro dignitaie vestra preces 
nostre, quod Deus ip^e, qui juptissimo, Christianissimo, religiosissimo 
principi non esse proj)Ugnationi non potest, de hoste semper trium- 
phum lenere el multos in terra Telieiter Wdere dies concedai. Amen. 
Datum in regentium senalu. 
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Ad Cancellaiium. 

;j and gravr dulies have twt prcventid your assisting and 
protecting our interists : veryjuttly, thtrefore, do vie feel Iht grealntss of 
our obligation^ and desire to record our sense thereof. To your many 
other benefits conferred upon us you have now added the exemption of the 
University from payment of lenthi and fifteenths, for hadyou not opposed 
tliose who desired to see us crushed by ifiese taxes, we should have been in 
no better condition than ruined and outcast men. God has raised you up 
to be our defence in all adversities. May He long preserve you and 
reward you, as we cannot. If you will bid Master E. Wylford to 
do so, he Will undertake the duties of the theological lecture lately founded 
by the Queen-mother ; and this will be very acceptable to us, for we think 
the appointment would be in every way desirable. 

Revekendissiuo in Christo patri ac domino, dotnino Joiianni, Dei 
gracia presbitero Cardiiiali, Ac. Etsi mullis et arduis rebus, que nos 
undique sepe disiurbanint, aummo presidio, adjumento, tuitionique 
vestra dignilas semper fuit ; unde non injuria perpeiuo nos illi obstrin- 
gimur, et splendoris alque nominis vestri eternitatem predicare im- 
jiellimur; accedit tamen ad tam egregia facta unum illud, quod multis 
preclare gestis pene equaverit, Oxoniensem rempublicam decimis et 
quindenis vestram graciam summa industria e^cemisse. Maxime 
laudandum eorum senienciis veDe dignitatem vestram fortl animo 
obstitisse, qui tanio nos onere succumbere voluerunt. Quod si cum 
ceteris in senteniia manere amplissima auloritas vestra constituisseC, 
quid perditis, quid miserrimis hominibus, quid a patria pulsis et 
Oxoniensibus interfoisset f Iia igitur sana fide eitistimamus sic nobis 
ex Deo natam esse paterniiatetn vestram, ut nihil adversi, calamitatum 
nihil Oxonjensibus successunim sit. quod facile vestra ope vincere 
statim non possemus. Vivat igitur tam Celebris nobis palronus, vival 
unicum nobis perfugium et spei nostre perfecta repositio ! Kt Deus 
ille lantis velit pro nobis respondere beneficijs, qui ad hujusce rei 
magnicudinem non suQicimus. Aherum nobis interea succedit, dignis- 
sime cardinalis, in quo, si graciam vestram amicaro nobis conslitue- 
rimus, beatos nos existimare licebit. Rem nobis gralissimam atque 
admodum utilem celeberrima domina mater regla jam proxime con- 
tulit, publicam sacre iheologie doctrinam hoc in clarissimo Oxonie 
gignasio suo sumptu perpeiuo fundaiura. Cui rei magis idoneum 
qoam vestre dignitaii officiosissimum niagistrum, Edmundum Wylfford, 
comperimus in Oxonia neminem. Is tamen id oneris nulla prece. 
nuUo suasore, nullo stipendio subiturus est, nisi vestra autorilas, que 
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a illi precipere polesi, rem ipaam aggrediatur hominem impelliL 
Quod ut faciat vehemenler sanclitalem vestram atque vehemendssime 
roganius : erit enim, sic cerio confidimus, et fame et glorie \ 
auctissimum, sibi autem et fnictui e[ honestati pulcherrimurn. Et hiii 
vivat fcticiter dignitas vestra. Datum Oxome in rtgtntium smatu. 




487. 

Ad Regis roatrem. 

TTtose most resfiecUd, h'tigs. prelates^ and generals, and men of almost 
every rank 0/ society have been solicitous for our welfare and Iht prcgrat 
of education ; but it has remained for one princess, of rank most txaUii 
and of character divine, to do that which none have done before, bathing 
can be nobler than to provide, as you hove done, unasked, for the teaekmg 
of theology. This is the subject we value, relish, and love above all 
others; and we cannot but reckon you among the founders of our Oni- 
versity, and deserving at our hands the same thanks, and the same prayers. 

Serenissimk domine ac principi, domine nobis unice colende, domine 
regie mairi, Cancellarius Universitads Osoniensis universumque re- 
gentium in eadem contubernium surama in reverenda salutem. Ulflir 
talis nostre atque oplimarum liCleranim maxima existimacione viri, 
celeberrima princeps, nonnunquam sludiosissimi fuere. Christianis- 
simi principes, quorum fame immorlalilas apud Oxonienaes tuio est 
reposita, piissimi antistites, quos non in postremis pro beneficiorum 
magnitudine recolere decet, illustrissimi duces, per quos publica nobis 
commoda vehcmcnier aucta sunt, omnisque pene status homiDum 
Oxoniam alque optima ejus studia summo amore complexi sunt. 
Qui tametsi suis in roa beneficiis non injuria triumphare possent, una 
(amen colendissima princeps tamque divina matrona non tam amoris 
amplitudine, id quod fatcri ' necesse est, quam pulchenimi largitate 
beneficii omnibus sese non longe iuferiorem ', . . , Nihil enim ad rem 
magis preclaram magisve divinam propius accedii, pro qua sempi- 
ternos vestre dignitad nos debitores proRtemur, quam in bonarum 
litterarum studiis maxima caritate graciam vestram fervuisse, earum 
prcsertim que (idem Christi ubique gentium corroborent alque con- 
firment. Etsi intcrea illud memoratu dignissimum, eo animo iu 
Christi ecclesiam esse reverendissimam dominam, ut sua sponte suoque 
sumptu sacras litteras Oxonie edoceri instituerei, qualem aliquando 
effecisse pauculos nostram ante vitam profecto nacii sumus. Que 
1 nobis preciosa, delicata, earissimaque sii, non mediocrilcr 
> /aiere MS. - Sentence thiu incooiplete in MS. 
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invital cum primis reipublice aiictoribus vestram graciam, quam unice 
colimus, recensere. Qui si nosiris precibus aique immortalibus ' 
graciis pro meritis donandi sunt, iisdeni sana fide nee inrerioribus 
vestra donanda est gracia ; quod el facturos nos constanter recipimus. 
et vesire dignitati semper erimus officiosissimi ; que mullos annos 
feliciter valeat. 



Ad Doctorem Knygteley. 
The gift with which you have lately prtsenled us h so valuable and 
heauli/ul, thai Wf regard the giver as among our chief benefacton ; for 
while ii will he contpicuous lo all among the ornaments of S. Marys 
Church, where our convocations meet, it will likewise be convenient, orna- 
mtnlal and useful. We shall never suffer our gratitude to grow cold, 
and shall honour your name as that of one of the most dutiful and loving 

Celeberriho viro el peritissimo medicinarum interpreti, domino 
doctori Knygteley, Cancellarius Universilalis, &c. Ea est et ampli- 
tudine et prestantia quod nobis abs te proximis his diebus alJatum est 
munu3, colendissime doctor, ut tibi et precipuis hujus nostre academie 
auctoribus in tarn preclari beneficii largiiale paruni, vel certe propM 
inleresse nihil sentire liceat ; quippe cum in conspectu creberrime sit 
omnium, nedum sacraiissime Virginis lemplo — ad quod omnis con- 
cursitat senatus — pulcherrimis ornamentis adesse conspicilur, sed el 
ad reipublice nostre — quam inlegcrrime omnes non injuria colere 
debemus, quamque non minus egregie ipse complecteris — commodum, 
gloriam et honorem, fructumque amplissimum conducere non ob- 
scunim est. Que res, dom ex te benefactore nobis singulari, aman- 
lissimo, munificentissimo tota processit, fieri nostra sine incuria non 
potest ut tanti aui obeat aut tepescat memoria beneficii. Adeo enim 
nos tibi conjunclos efFc-cisti, ut, tametsi noster olim alumnus non 
fuisses, maximam tamen graciam hoc in uno bcnelicio ipse a nobis 
comparasses. Quantuin igiiur te pluris faciemtis, quantum te colere 
fas erit, qui de nostra matre sublalus es, quique earn maxime pro- 
scqueris, tu tecum, ut scis optime, persuadeas. Nos autem sic esisti- 
mamus, non solum pro ea re summas tibi gracias atque imraortaJes 
habendas esse, sed nominis tui etcrnitatem el nobis et posteris cele- 
brandam predicandamque probamus. Vale igitur, conjunctissime 
doctor, et vive felicissimus ; reddatque tibi Deus cum usuris muneris 
tui amplitudinem. Amen, Datum nostra in senatu. Novembris nono- 
dtcimo. Burgeys. 

' imerlaiamt MS. 
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Rolls delivered for Proctor's accounts. 
Sexto die Marcii, exlracli' sunt a cista nosua tres roluli dati tn 
manus procuralorum pro computo suo. 

489. 

I. To the Archbishop of Canterbury ', 

Ut rcvetlcrclnr Doctor Kopei. 

One trouble betels us at this time, which, if not immediaUly rensU4, 
will bring upon us a host of olhrrs. There is ye I lime to extinguish tkt 
spark, before it breaks out irtto a flame. Dr. Roper, a most learned tmd 
highly valued lecturer in theology, Is cited to appear before the Judges ^ 
both benches, and the clerk of the rolls. Coiucious of iniwcetue, ht has 
gone to obey the summons, and in the meantime his lectures at Afagdaim 
College are greatly missed, for of all our lecturers in that subject ht is 
most sought after, and we cannot get on without him. We enlreal you 
therefore to obtain for us his speedy return. 

Rkiekekdissimo in Chrislo palri ac domino, &c. Reipublice nosUe, 
cujus omnes studioaissimi esse debemus, unum illud hodie adversatur, 
dignissime Cardina!is, cui si non statim obsistimus magnis nos 
landem confici injuriis apcrte videre licet; unde non lam unquam 
libera habita est Oxonia, non tain suis privilegiis celeberrima quam 
fuerit ingravescenle hoc morbo miserrima atque dejectissima, Sed 
non eum ad locum deducta res est ut magni quicquam hucusque, 
fuiura lamen ipsa prudentia pertractat ut levi in scintilla aevissimam 
flammam extinguat. Res igilur in summa hec est. Magister Johannes 
Bopar", bonarum ariiutu peritissimus interpres et probaiissimus sacre 
iheologie bachularius, vir omni Universiiati vestre admodutn delicatus — 
sacras enim scripturas puhlice et docet et aperit ad noslram dignitatem, 
cui deditissimus atque ofliciosissimus est— ad thesaurarium et capitales 
jusliciarios de utroque banco, el ad rotulorum clericum in brevi de 
siatuto accersilur. Qui, quum erecto el inconcusso sit animo, auiori- 
tati jam parei. Cujus ab Universitale profectionem nonnulli hoc in 
termino accidisse dolenl, quod sacras lecliones in Magdalene contu- 
bernio omissuri sunt. Ipse enim omnium hie loci est expectalio 
theologorum ; quo vix unum diem carere possumus, et quas moras. 
pro rei forlasse magnitudine, faciunis sit nescimus. Interim autem 
magno concedilur sludere ocio. Quare vesiram dignitatem in primis 

' eilraile, MS. ' No lille in MS. ■■ This name is thus spell here, but in 

(he title it ii; Koper. Such vnriations are, il will be noticed, common in the MS. 



EPISTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 649 

magnopere oramus atquc vehementer obteslamur. si fieri poiest — id 
(]uod maxima auioritas vestra staiim absoiverit — hec nostra in cila- 
cionibus tandem evacuetur lurbatio ; faciatque, rogamus, virum istum 
inroceniem, justum, pacificum, omni vitwte preditum et nostre 
Universitati fructuosissimum, celerem ad nos iienim pareL accessum, &c. 

Acquittance of Eynsbam Abbey. 
Quarto die Decembris, sigillate sum atquietancie ad Abbaiem et 
convcnlum de Eynsham pro sedecim solidis oclo denariis, pro festo 
S. Nicholai sub Torma communi superiuB sepe scripta, 



490. 
To Sir Robert Harecort". 

We have ahoays thought your illustrious ancfslors staunch friends if 
this University, and hope we shall find you not less so in a request we 
make to-day — one which in no way is tf posed to justice or prejudicial to 
your honour, it is reported that Simon Gaunt — a man justly much 
beholden to you — is about to sue one of our officials, Richard Woltone, 
for a large sum of money ; and, in doing so, is by cunning manceuvres 
endeavouring to thwart the course of justice. Now you have great 
authority in the county and your unswerving Justice is known to all, we 
pray you therefore to abstain from using your personal infiuence in the 
case, and to suffer justice to take its course. 

Illustki et generoso militi, domino Roberto Harecorl, ftc. Patres 
tuos, viros cum genere clarissimos turn strenuitaie spectatissimos, 
hiijus no&lre academie bene studiosos hacienus intcgerrime icnuimus 1 
ic quidem, indite miles, benevoientia et sincere animo non hiis 
irferiorem nos habituros speramus, si quid abs le nobis hodierno 
presertim die expetendum est, quod nee justicie invidum nee lui 
honoris aut ornamenti inimicum fore comprobaiur. Quare pro 
mutua, que nobis tecum est, necessitudine vehementer adhortari 
volumus causam accurate tractes quam offerimus, quo tibi conjunc- 
lissimos Oxonienses perpetuo compares. Accepimus nuper, con- 
testata jam lite Ricardi Wotlone, preconem alque servientem nostrum, 
quern pro mentis non mediocriter animo complectimur, Simonem 
Gaunt, qui tibi omne officium nee injuria debet, non parvi argenti 
gracia in judicium conveniurum ire; cujus Ricardi, etsi opiimts 

' On ihe extteme edge ai the ourgin, it foot of Ibe (olio, i> wiittea ad fianttt 
pra iVulttn. 
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adjumeniis instructa sil causa, anifno lanien su>.picatur lijstuii- 
quorum (iam studiis, qui Sim on em prose quunlur, aut ab equitite 
depelli, aut causam effingi aliquam, que legum omnino remoreiur 
Sed quum lu, sirenuissime miles, sumnie justicie semper 
sludeas, qui maxima in comitaEU poles, quern nemo contra equiiatem 
permoveai ; nr^bis magno aiiimo superesi a le pi^lendum, si res ine 
e deferenda est. leges ea in causa suam vim exercere paiiarr : 
neque hujus aui illius cause tete immisceas, nisi quantum equilati ei 
consciencie conveniat : quam rem, si te pro nobis facturum recipias, 
comparabis nos tibi devinclissimos. Vale. 



491- ^ 

Priori ecclesie Christi Cantuariensis. 

Those who are eompkufus for wisdom and virtue ought lo hold ih 

highest offices : To you Iherefari this University, to which you owe ftiur 

elevation, desires to offer an augnttnialion of your dignity, in re^tiesiiBg 

to accept the eheiir of theology ; and regrets that she has tto/htng f» 

r more commensurate with your merit. 

Merito viros ipsos primis magistratibus donandos esse decel, qui 
sapieniJL-, viriutibus et opiimis disciplinis sludenl, consulunt atque 
magnopere enitunlur. Quorum in numero quum te nee injuria 
recensere debeamus, es enim magna doctrina il luminal us, virtu le 
prestanlissimus, prudentia clarissimus; ad augendam libi digniiatem 
et cumulanda ornamenta, que pro merilis nostra Universiias relribuere 
posset, nonnihil his diebus accensi sumus. Qui uiinam tibi bene- 
faciendo lam pares essemus quam facile dignissime tua virtus alque 
auctoritas promcreaiur ei expetat. Id quod si vires nosire non 
elargianlur, ferendi lamen libenler a te sunt animi, qui ullro quod 
habenl, ubi ardent, offerunt. Amoris enim gracia omnis isle Oxoni- 
ensium senatus, unde primam reportasti evectionem, superiorem theo- 
logie caihedram benemerilo tibi concessit. Que res non parum te 
invitare debet oblatum munus percupido animo suscipias. Reliquum 
auiem erit te summe adhortari, rogare, oblestari hanc nostram ali- 
quando revisas, eandem sedem et auciorilatem inde rclaturus. quam 
tui majores, viri omnium ceieberrimt, optimo jure conseculi sunt. 
Cui rei, si tete paraturum accipias, et hec nostra cohortatio ' aliquam 
apud te vim habeat, conjunctissimo nos libi amore comparabis. Vale. 
Datum quarto Marcii. 
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Acquittances of Eyntham and Osney Abbeys. 

Octodecimo die Aprilis, sigillate sunt due acqiiieUncie, una de 1498. 
Eynsham pro quinquaginta doobus solidis, alia de Osney pro viginti 
sex solidis ocio denariis sub modo et forma anledictis. 

A letter to the King sealed. 
Vicesimo nono die Julii, sigillaie sunt litlere domino regi. 



492. 

Ad Eplscopum Roffensem. PoLiStkl 

Our grief is grcatrr than can be imagined, and, were it not that you 
can cure it, would Be insuppor table. It ii to you we all look, in all 
changes of/ortune, as our patron and defender ; and may that evil day, 
which thould at all diminish your regard for ut. never dawn ! We are 
however warned of our insecurity in the offence given by some of the most 
lowlived 0/ our students ; and we trust that you, whose estimate of things 
is so just, will not let the great majority of our society, who are good and 
peaceaiU and your very humble servants, suffer for the fault of a paltry 
handful of scamps. 

Rm'EREN'DissiMO in Chrisio patrl, Ac. Mullo certe cumulatior' 1498. 
quam existimare quisquam potest adauctus est nobis dolor, quern non 
cquanimiler unquam fcrre possemus ; nisi te hujus nosiri meroris, ex 
quo nos potes tanquam e gravi morbo inlegerrime recreare, summam 
ac precipuam consolationem nos adepturos speraremus. Es enim 
unua tu, magnifice presuJ, ad quem, si et prosperis erecli alamus et 
adversis rebus compressi quaasamur, omnis sese ad te hec urbs nostra 
continuo Ubenler yffundil ; cujus amore, gracia, presidio, suaienta- 
mento si destituendi aliquando sumus. videbimur haud dubie maxi- 
mam glorie nostra et reipublice saluiis partem amisisse. Sed pereat, 
quesumus, hec fortuna, que lucem nobis minatur videre illam, qua 
luum animum. et eum in nos semper egregium, alieniorem a nobis 
uila ex parte efGceremus. Vereri lamen rem ipsani nonnihil admoniti 
sumus, quod quidam ex nostris improbi ac sordidi adolescentes le 
pro|>ter tuos piissjme fortasse commovenint. Sed bene sperandum 
est nobis, cum egregius rerum omnium censor ac moderator sis, non 
(e velle moleslo in nos esse animo, qui te unice amamus, colimus, 
atque observamus. Omncs plane hie gencium, quos jusios ac timo- 
ratos viros appcllare licet, tue glorie, luis ornamcniis, voliuitali, desi- 
derio et tuomm omnium saluti accurate student. Quare id a te in 
' atmilalifr MS. 
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primis mdxinie rogamuii, ut propter pauculos impcobos, frestanies ct 
sunima quos habcmus numerosos, tue quidem gracie officiosissimos 
nuUo deteriori per te aflicianiur incommodo. Quod si bene com- 
probes, levasti profecto non mediocrem animorum nostronun anxie- 
taiem. Burgtys. 

Acquittance of Eynsbam Abbey. I 

VicEsiuo quinto die Novembris, sigillata est acquielancia pro Abb«tt 
ct conventu de Eynsliam pro sedecim solidis ocLo denariis ad fesium 
S. Nicbolai, sub modo el Totma in superioribus posita, ' Nm'trinl 
universi per prcsmUs nos, Jganntm Morion. Dei gracia cardinalm. 
Universitalis Oxonie CamiUarium, magis/rum Uugontm Bresy, magi- 
slrum Lelliom,' &c. 

493. 

Ad iHuminatis&imum virum, domlnum Johannem Breteyn, 
sacrosancte tbeologie doctorem. 

four charai tfr and actions show your high appncialion of Utters ; for 
no other motive but ardent love for our University could have inducri 
you to make us so vatuabka donation, so far beyond any merits ive possets. 
You might have put this large sum of money out at interest, &uly<m harv 
with divine charity bestowed it on tlie needy, a charity the more remarkabU 
because you were not educated here. We are sincerely grateful, and teiU 
always make such a return as our affection and esteem naturally inspire. 

Quantum optimarum disciplinaram siudiosos ipse pluris feceris, 
celeberrime doctor, una pericissimonim spes, salus et jubar singulare, 
animus coram et facta pre se ferunt; quum nee animo factum nee 
facto voluntas ipsa dissenciat. Quomodo enim induct unquam potuisti 
ut eum huic nostro gignasio thesaurum, et eum certe amplisstmuin, 
cumulares, nisi maxima caritate in nos ferbuisses ? Homo plane abs 
quo nullis mentis tantam graciam ante comparavimua, sed tuapte 
natura invitatus nobis magnum reddidisti censum. Amor te profecto 
interior, quem in bonos sempwr exercere soles, et caritas, quam 
omnibus tua ex parte communicatam esse cupis, rem tarn preclaram 
perpetuis monimentis recondendam ut eSceres baud parum admonuiL 
Poteras enim alteros ad usus tantum argenti pondus in acre et usura* 
distribuisse. Sed divina quadam mente effecisti, ut, ubi maxime opus 
sit, egenis* nobis illud effunderes ; quod nedum liberalitatem tuam, 
que summa virtus est, in lucem constittiit, sed precipuum eciam 
amorem, quo in nos fungeris, aperte declarat. Magnum certe erat 
' JO « ecutura MS. ' tU egem's ib. 
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virum te nobis peregrinum, non ex hujus noslre mains viaceribus 
profusum, rem cum celebritate turn memoralu dignissimam effecisse : 
pro qua libi plenissimas gracias referrimus, cui omnia libenter devo- 
vemus officia noslra ; nee deesse unquam tue potest prestancie quic- 
quid amoris aut pielatis tibi impertiri pos^imu§. Vale. Burgeys, 



494- 

To the Lady Margaret ', 

That a report should have bten made to you, calculated to diminish 
that gentrous favour you have hitherto shown us, is a Utter vexation ; 
the more so that it is without fomidalion. The truth, as our proctor, tn 
whose conscientious statement reliance may be placed, has repeatedly stated, 
is that a prostitute, whom he intended to punish, fled to Cowl^, and on 
her return was fined and imprisoned. In this he in no way exceeded 
his powers, nor was there anything to give umbrage to W. Bedell. We 
pray then that you will not credit the untrue account 0/ John Roys, our 
inveterate enemy, who has done us more injury than he can repair in the 
rest o/his life. 

Sexenissime principi et magnificentissime domine, ftc, Excruciat 
nos admodum, serenissiina princeps, nee vulgari quidem sollicitudine 
tomprimit, ad graciam vestram aliquid noper delaium esse, quo 
gratioisissimus ille animus vesler, ideraque sane generotiissimus, re- 
missior in nos fieret. ac soliia benevolentia frigidior. Quod eo nos 
plane aeerbius conlurbat, quo tame dignilati, abs qua non parva nobis 
quotidie bcneficia proficiscuniur, cui omnia nostra officia jure devo- 
vemus, nulla prorsus dediia vel procurata criminis occasione, innocui 
egrius accusamur ; cujus rei fidem Universitatis nostre procurator, 
magister Johannes Leihom, non minus, uti bene speramus, equitaii 
qaam integriori conscientie studens. sepisaimenumero coram enunciavit. 
Verum, quid egerit unde ita accusatur, satis omnia eo profitente explo- 
ratum conciplmus. Depreliensam enim infami vita mulierculam, 
idque OxonJe, ad penas cogere staCuebat ; — erat autem illud suo officio 
hie loci nihil alienum — que, quum aucloritatem limnisset, In linitimum 
nobis opiduliini de Cowley clam sese trajecerat, non aliquatndiu illic 
commoratura, que nullum eo loci hahitaculum habebal, verum ut 
hominetn fallat intervallo quodam latilura. Sed ea demum in urbem 
reversa procuraloria autoritale el corporc el pecunia penam luebat. 
Quo in facto nihil procuratorem conrecisse arbitramur quod prestanti 
cl perlepido viro W. Bedell aliqua in parte officiat, aul ejus juri contni- 
' No title in MS. 
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veniat; quem vinim pro vestra gracia valde semper complect emBt. 
Quare, si Johannes ille Roys, ut esi nequam et Oxoniensibus infeflii- 
simus, secus de procuratore verba fecil, aut de nobis temere quicquam 
afBrmavit quam moderaio ac modesto animo viritm deceai, dignitatem 
; rofjamus ui panim ejusmodi hominis fidem com- 
mendet ; qui longe majora Oxonieosibus odia concilavit quam posset 
eis pro reliqua vita mediocrcs benevolentias atque amicitias cumulan;. 
El nos quicquid tam serenissima princeps hac in parte fieri juasit 
omnibus bonis approbantibus, ut decet, accurate prosequeraar. 
Burgeys. 

|Fo1. i8aa. Acquittances of Osney and Eynsbam Abbeys. 

Ql'arto decimo die Mail, sigillate sunt due acquietancie, una At 
Osney pro viginti ses solidis ocio denariis ; et alia de Eynsham pro 
quinquaginta duobus solidis, sub modo et fonoa superius communilcr 
confectis. 

495- 

To the Bishop of Lincoln. 

By the death of thi Archhishup of CanUrbury wt have hsi an indt- 
faligabU champion: fearin^^ Ihirefore his removal may cost us Hu 
tranguillUy we have enjoyed, and anxious to replace him by one loko a/iH 
r similarly defend us in future, a« have, with the accustomed solemmiits 
and prayer far guidance, elechd you to be cur Chancellor. This choice 
it universally welcome here, and we hope that, as we had the kotwur <f 
your education, we may enjoy the advantage of your protection. We offer 
herein the highest honour we have to confer, and in doing so have notcon- 
suUtd only our own interest, but likewise your exalted virtues and dignity. 

CoLENDissiMo in Christo patri ac domino, domino WJllelmo, Dei 
gracia Lincolniensi episcopo, Cancellarius nalus Universitaiis Oxonie 
universusque regenlium celus in eadem sese com mend atissimos 
faciunt. Dormiente cum patribus suis sanctissimo in Christo patre ac 
domino, domino Johanne, Dei gratia Cardinal! et Cantuariensi archi- 
episcopo ; ex cujus obitu nostri cancellariaius dignitatem ad tempus ' 
vacare contigit, dolebat vehementer, felicissime presul, mater nostra 
Universitas Oxonie de lanti filii, quem acerrimum sui omnino defen- 
sorem habuil, tam mortifera orbacione. Que de sue vetuste tran- 
quillitatis felicisque perse ve ran tie, ex dicto jam casu, amissione pluri- 
mum pertimescens, nos indies lacrimis excitare hortarique in eum Item 
eligendum non desiit, qui se ab omnium injuriis ac molestacionibus 
non secus in posterum ac antea tueri valeat et defendere. Quo fiebat 
' ad letHK! MS. 
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ui, prefusa, Spiritus Sancli ea in re pro obtinenda gracia, communi I 

uniiiiuiii oracione, ac celebratfi deinde in nostre cangregationis domo I 

solemni electione, tua inlegerrima paternitas ab omnibus, celesti I 

lamen, ul credilur, spiramine quam humano judicio, dignissima puta- I 

retur. Quod utique fecimus metnoratissimi iion modo beneficiorum I 

vesirorum, que in nos quoiidianis vicibus exercere non desinitia, sed I 

ob precipuam illam singularemque prudentiam plurimasque virtutes I 

alias, quibus vestram digniiatem omatam esse satis ipsi cognovimus. I 

Hujus rei opiatum exilum ut mater nostra predicta plenius intellexil, I 

quasi de gravi somno crecla Iciissinioque vultu undique perfusa, ad I 

vestram celsitudinem has lilteras celeirime mitti fecit ; quibus maieraa I 

prece instantius deprecator ut, cum vestram amplitudinem in hac I 

nostra achademia alumnam olitii sibi progenueril, etiam im present! a rum I 

precipuam paironam acerrimamque sui propugnatricem gratius con- I 

sequatuT. At cum nichill cbarius aut preciosius quod tante vesLre I 

presianiie elargiatur habeat inventum, oblata munuscula, licet exigua, I 

leto animo excipiatis subnuius Jmplorat. Habetis enim ex publicis I 

nostri senatus sutfragiis illam nosiri can cell ariatus sedem. illud tribunal! I 

consccndendt potestalem, a quo majores veslri non mediocrem gloriam I 

anlea reportarunt. Ad quam rem letius suscipiendam vestram digni- I 

laiem omnes una invitamus ; semperque cum maxima felicitate pros- I 

perctur dominacio vestra. Datum Oxonie in mslre congregacionit I 

domo. mtiisis Novembris dit quinto. 1 

Citation of Masters Gardinare and Brusy. 

Decimo die Decembris, sigiilate sunt due citaciones, una pro Fol. 183 b. 

magislro Ricardo Gardinare, et magistro Hugone Brusy, . 

496. I 

From the Chancellor of the University. I 

Liicie dale Uaivcriiimi a doiiiiiio Cai.uclUrio. I 

Though anxious to do sn^ 1 have been prrvenUd from writing some- I 

thing in the way o/a teller in reply lo your very gratifying offer. I have I 

had many innocent suitors to protect, and much need 0/ reflection, i'our I 

choice is most flattering, and, though I /eel that other prelates would be I 

more worthy of «*/, yet J will not decline the office you so kindly request me I 

lo accept ; and, God being my helper, will do my best thai the peace, I 

honour, and high tone of the University may not suffer under my I 

presidency. I hope that all will unile with me, and, sinking private ■ 

interests, aim at the general welfare. I send a letter appointing Master I 

Attwaltr to act as my commissary. M 
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CupiHNTi mihi hos multos dies, celeberrime cetus, litlcrU ve^n 
amore et gracia erga me refertissimis responsoriam iransmitiKt 
epistolunculam, per incessanles in tuCandis innocencium ca.usis occupa- 
ciones, perque delibtracionem in re maxime tam ardua. matursBi. 
haud' hercule licuit. Ocii tamen paululum jamjam nactus, ne meriio 
ingratitudinis \-itio incuscr, vos hisce litteris nostri bac in re insiiiuu 
cerliores efficere decrevi ; quorum humanitatem in me tneosque vebe- 
r anipleclor ac liberalitaiem maximi quidem facio ; quippe mc, 
inler Anglie colendos antislites indignissimum, ad vestre clarissime 
achademie rempublicam agendam fovendamque unajiimi, ut ad m; 
scribitis, assensu in palronum delcgisils. Qua in re, licet eo cancel- 
lariaius honore me longe digniorem ac prestantiorem fungi dcceat, 
peiitionibus veslris humanissimis haud ibo infiiias ; verum regio 
precepto haud paucorumque clarissiraonim virorum consilio aique 
s morem gero desideriis. Et quoniam in calce litleramm vestra- 

D me ad id muneris dignitalisve excipiendum, ut vestris utar vertns. 
subnixius imploratis. accipio equidem ; ingentes vestre ei humajiiuu 
et liberahtaii agens gracias, maximal, fi quando dabilur facullas. 
relaturus. Enitarque, Deo duce, id mea pro virili efficere, quod nosire 
cekbenime main achademie pacis, honoris, ac viriutis accessioai 
futunim sit. llaque vos, liiieratissimi viri, vehementer hortor, obsecro, 
ui id una mecum cureiis. Haud velim hercule quemquam vestnim 
propriis lantuin smdere commodis el honoribus. sed publicani curate 
utilitatem ; siquidem civitas unaqueque, dum private consulit utilitati, 
quid patrie conducit nihil ptensi habet. Vos igitur, viri sammatissimi. 
novitiorum tirunculorumque animos ad studendum virlutesque exer- 
cendas re, verbo, ac operibus vestris istic augealis queso. Prelerea 
venerabili viro, magis-tro W. AttwaCer, sacri.- legis interpreti, cui, per 
viros fidedignos, tum ob merita tumque ob industriam suam plurimum 
apud nos commendalo, vices nostras hac in re commisimus; litleras 
commissorias eidem, pro bono publico istic nostra in absentia regendo, 
tutando fovendoque, transmittentes ; et non minus ac nobis, in singulis 
quibusque rebus suum speciantibus ad oRicium adminiculo ' siiis velim. 
Valete. 

497- 

Ad domioum Cancellarium. 

Never have we been more fortunate in having the most eminent men, 
as Chancellors of this University, than we are at this time ; for there 
has never been one more able than yourself to direct us, and maintain our 

' hut hercule MS, ] bnt see haud velim lurcule infra. ' adminifvlos MS. 
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privileges. We hope loo thai vie shall be found able lo second youT efforts, 
and thai the education, for which Oxford was formerly famous, tall be 
more excellent than ever under your rule. When, therefore, you hart 
taken the oath required by our statutes, enter, we beg you, upon the active 
and loving discharge of the duties of your office. 

Si nos ulia fortune noMre feliciias oblectare unquam posset, inagni- 1500. 
fice presul, quo<l precipuos viros et eosdem maximos huic nostro 
gignasio gubernatores alim prelulimus; qui et rempublicam noslram 
semper bene prudenter gessere et earn pro viribus satis auxerunt ; 
quam hodie gloriam noslram pluris facietnus, quam felicitatera 
nostram admirabimur, cum te nobis preceplorem et magnificum 
patronem nacli, qui non secus quam qui opiime gessit banc noi^tram 
rempublicam gubernare potest, nee aliter quam qui opuleniissime 
auxit addere quidem illi copiose potest, et illius privilegiis cum tjberia- 
libus maxima virtute adesse I Speramus baud dubie, magnifice presui, 
le nobis el private patrie nostre natum esse ut prosis, et nos item lue 
dignitati gcnitos esse, ut tam celebrem Anglie Universiiatem per nos 
in tuam suscepisse tutelam ' gratuleris. Que, si antea et virtute et 
bonis anibus florebat — florebai autem uberius — nunc lantas viriutea 
cum usuris excercere confidit, eum jam dignissimum antistitem presidem 
sibi consecuta, qui, omni virtute numerosus, bonas litteras amplectitur 
ct valde amat. Tene igitur felix collalam tibi achadcmiam, humanis- 
sime presul, et post datum ei jusjurandum, quod semper tuis patribus 
banc dignitatem ascensuris administraium est, — sic enim leges tiostre 
inslituerunt — utere, rege, ama ; fieri quippe non potest ut tuo in nos 
cgregio amori non vehementer respondeamus. Hortamur te maxime 
tandem, optime presul, ut hoc jusjurandum tua gracia exhibeat 
magistro Johanni Reede, serenissimi principis capellano, et magisiro 
Johanni Dunham, sacre iheologie bachulariis. 

Testimoniales Uttere pro vectore. FoLiSaa, 

There has been lately a lack of trusty carriers to convey Itltirs and 
other property of our scholars ; and we have endeavoured to supply the 
rued, that Ihcre may not be a recurrence of the troubles caused by the 
carelessness of John Richardson, whom we have deprived of the office. 
Having confidence in his diligence, honesty, and care, v/e have appointed 
Christopher Rothemel in his room. 

Universis sancte matris ecclesie filiis, &c. Animadvertentes dili- 1300. 
genter paucos his diebus vectores fuisse, qui scolasticorum hujus 
nostre Untversilaiis aliquas res lideli industria traducerent, curavimus 

' fu/ubm MS, I 



uagnopere tanlis eonim incommodifi jam landeni prudenter occunerc: 

ne ingravescenle hoc ma!o majora inde pericula nostris scolascids ei 

seplentrione naiia aliquando fortasse secuiura sint. quemadmoduni 

nnper es incuria et insigni negligentia ' Joannis Richardson, uti ei 

fidissimis viris accepimus, evenit : propter quod non immerico eom 

hoc labellionaCus am veetoris publici officio privavimus; el confia 

vehementer de magna diligentia, fide, securitate Christoferi Rolhemel, 

eidem iUud officium jam proxime commisimus et concessimus. at 

. excrceat el eo ofhdo utatur secundum modiim vectoribus ponanJi 

[ consuetum. In cujus rei testimonium presentibus senaius nostri 

hjggillam publicum apponi fecimus. Datum vicfsmo ttrcio Jot, 



498. .^ 

Ad Doctorem Bamys. 



No bond of affection is more enduring than thai which kniti fogetk/f 
those wha have long lived in the same society and pursued Ihe sami 
studies. Natural love grows between them, and th^ seem as real brolhtrj. 
With this thought conlinuaUy in our minds, me cannot, with any regard 
to our feelings of affection and respect, suffer tht close connexion formerly 
txitling between us to be severed. We offer you, there/ore, the chair vf 
Civil Law, and though it be no grcal dignity, we hope you will accept it, 
and make it the means of renewing our old friendship, interrupted if 
your long retideme airoad. 

Non major, ut sepe, gracia nee tenacior ' amoris nervus apud aliquod 
hominum genus contrahi potest quam inter eos viros contexitur, qui 



itaiione familianler usi magnam 
n uno eodemque gignasio simul 
mutuas sibi majori ex parte 



mutuo sese cum ' moribus tum cohabits 
sue vite partem una consumpsere, f 
olim litteras exercuere. Refemnt enin 

gracias, aniores atque ornamenta, et ita sese complectuntur ut non aliuro 
ac nalalem arbitrentur iniisse amorem, tanquam uno es alvo lapsi ac 
profusi; quem quam sit difficile ex hominum animis pellere, postea 
quam se impressit, nemo lucidius te callet. Quod jam nobis crebro 
volventibus, gracia, qua in te viram doctissimum fungimur, et singularis 
amor, quo te magna autoritale compleclimur, et humanitas nostra, 
qua maxima in te uti cupimus, baud bene decenter patitur immemores 
nos esse tui ; vel benevolentiam, que magna tecum nobis ohm fuil, 
extinctam deletamque videre. Est plane execranda hominum miseria 
vetustioris necessitudinis obhvisci velle, et amicimi eum rejicere, quem 
non parum ei profuturum confidiL Tibi ergo, celeberrime doctor, 
qui magna lemporis intercapedine nobis apud euteras gentes abfuisti, 

' negligen MS. ' ttnatior ib. ' /kbt . . . /-urn ih. 
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unde non parvam scienciam relulisti, tuam amicitiam el earn tamdiu 
intermissam reconcilialuri, earn sedcm Osonie cum dignitate impar- 
limur, quam tui majores, Justiniane ' legis majtimi proFessores, cum 
summa gloria hie gentium conscenderunt. Quod munus eLsi parvum, 
tuo lamen honori commodissimum, speramus equo te anitno accepta- 
curum ; quam rem ui in nosira cohortalione facias omni le voluntate 
inviiamus. Burgfyt. 

Acquittance of E. Hunt, widow of the Stationer of 
the University, 

NovKHiNT universi per presenles nos Willelmum, Dei' gracia 
Lincolniensem episcopum, Universiiatis Oxonie Cancellarium, magi- 
strum Edwardum Darbe et magiscnim Tbomam Claydon, ejusdem 
UnivcrsilaiiB procuraiores, et universum celum regentium in eadem 
remisisse, relaxasse et omnino, pro nobis et successoribus nostris, in 
p)erpetuum quietem clamasse Emote Hunt, nuper telicte Thome Hunt, 
stationarii Universitalis predicte, prosime defuncti, omnimodas actiones 
reaJes et personates, quas versus earn habuimus, habemus, seu quovis- 
modo habere poterimus ratione bonorum, cautionum, seu quarumlibet 
aliarum rerum, que et quas predictus Thomas exponendi seu vendeodi 
causa a custodibus cisiarum Universitatis accepit et in manu tenebat ; 
que quidem bona predicte Emote coramissa sunt post mortem ante- 
dicti Tiiome. In cujus rei testimonium sigillum nostrum commune 
presentibus apponi fecimus: quarlodtcimo Mura'i, anno Henrici seplimi 
sextodecimo. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

VicBsiHo lercio Marcii' sigiilaia est acquietaticia pro Abbate et 
coDventu de Eynsham in comitatu Oxonie sub hac forma, ' Niwcrinl 
universi per presenles nos, W. Smjiike, Dei gracia Littcolnienscm epi- 
scopum ', Universiiatis Oxoniensts Cancellarium, recepisse et habuisse die 
confectionis pretentium de Abbate et corwentu de Ensham quinquaginta 
duos lolidos sterlingoTum, de quibus fatemur nos fore solulos, ifc' 

499- 

Ad matrem regiiam. Fi 

We feel no Utile pleasure in seeing every day the good effect on our 
moral and intellectual training here produced by your gracious bene- 
faction ; and we are the more sensible of your goodness to-day m your 
' Jmslicou MS. ' grtKi'a omilled in MS. ' W. Smythe, Bishop of Lincoln, 
HU elected Chancellor rice J. Morton who died in Seplemlier 1500, thus the d«te 
of this aod the preceding article* i* uccituaed. ' Bpitiopum magislnim MS. 
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permitting us to choose a successor to the leclunr in Iheotogy, who ku 
reetnlly resigned. We have chosen Master J. Roper, who has been wili 
di^eulty persuaded by the Bishop of Lincoln and our oivn earnest reprr- 
stniatims to leave the place of lecturer at Magdalen College, where he iai 
for several years discharged his duties with the greatest care. 

Serenissihe principi et magnificenCissime domine, domine nostrc 
singulari, domine regie matri Cancellarius Universitatis Oxoniensia 
omnisque ' regenlium cetus in eadem cum honore salutem plurimam 
diciL Gavisi nonnihil crebro suraus, spectaiissima princeps, eo i-os 
gracioso instiluto et singutari animo in nostram Universitatem esse, m 
cum litleris turn virtutibus satis i!U quotidie graiiam vestram profuluram 
conspiciamus. Sed major gloria nos hodie ampliorque felicilas habet, 
quad earn racionem ad hoc g3ninasium nostrum vestra cet-'^Jtudo 
habuerit, ut, orbatis jam nobis sua sponle proximo sanctissim&run) 
leeiionum preceptore, ad novum nostris arbitriis nosirisque sentenciis 
preficiendum poiestatem nobis mature concesserii. Est enim haud 
parvum nobis argumenium nove hujus vestre conslitucionis et roboris 
et firmamenti precipui. Quare non inferiores quam ci, qui maximas 
de republica nostra benemeritus est gracias, semper vestre dignitai! 
debcmus. Allatis igimr ad nos pronime codicillis vestris, omnia pro 
virili curabamus que tantis votis integerrime responderent ; et demum 
hoc legendi onus in virum litteratissimum aique omnium sciencianini 
doctissimum, magistnim J. Roper, sacre theologie proressorem, quem 
nedum optimis disciplinis sed et summis vinutibus nitidissimum predi- 
care licet, una omnium senlencia conjecimus. Is autem in Magda- 
ienensi coniubernio nonnullos annos in pubhcis theologie lectionibus 
sese curiosissime exercuit ; neque ex eo loco se bene-libenler dimovisset, 
ubi perpetuus ei comparatus est victus, nisi multa prece reverendissimj 
patris, domini Lincolniensis episcopi, aliqua eX parte impulsus, et 
nostra cohortatione ' magnopere rogatus fuisset. V'ictus lamen undi- 
que precibus est rem se aggressurum diligenter poUicilus, confiditque 
vehementer se apud maximam dignitatem vestram graciosum fore. 
El bene valeat, &c. 

500. 

Ad Episcopum Roffensem. 

We always fly to you in any difficulties that may beset us, and now 
entreat your advice in the following case. The object of all our privileges 
is, as you know, lo enable us lo pursue our studies in peace ; and to this 
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aid are those tspeciaUy directed., whick vest the determination of all causes 
in oar Chancellor. Now one. Master Grekt, long a member of Lincoln 
College, having committed suicide, we consider that some of his effects, 
whieh are kept in that College for pious uses, belong to our Chancellor. 
But a letter has come from the King lo the Head of the College, Master 
Banks, strailly commanding him to deliver the said effects lo the King's 
Almoner, or, in default thereof, to appear in person in Court, and show 
cause wherefore he detains the same. Whichsoever course he adopts there is 
a difficulty. If he surrenders the goods he will violate his oalh lo maintain 
the statutes ; if he obeys the summons there will be great dissatisfaction 
among our scholars. We pray you, therefore, advise us what to do. 

QuUM in te, antisles sanctit^i>ime, nostra pene lotius reipublice 
Oxoniensis spes fijeric posita et ad quern solum confugiendum ire 
arbitramur, quum aliquid dubii nosuos aninios aut frangere aut 
moleslare visum fuerit, non possumus eerie hac una in re tuam in- 
clitam dominalionem abundanlius non rogare rem nostram Oxoni- 
ensem consiljo auxilioque tuo juvare. Intelligis quippe non obscure, 
quanta erga gymnasium nostrum Osoniense munimenta atque indulta 
liberalissima a sancte memorie iliustrissimis hujus nostri imperii regi- 
bus consecmi sumus; ci id maxime ul quolidie liberalibus artibus 
sacrisque Ijtteris, que Chrisliane fidei fortissimo adjumento sunt, dediti 
liberiuB vacare possint. In quorum certc nonnullis declarari nobis 
videlur, omnem causam omnem denique actionem ad aucioritalem et 
dignitatem Cancellarii pertinere. Propterea quidem certa bona cujiia- 
dam fratris nostri. magistri Greke — qui seipsum Jamdudum miserabill 
morle interemerat, qui et in Lincoiniensi Tamilia multos annos hospitio 
receplus, ubi dicta bona Bervaniur ad pias Jargltiones — Cancellario 
pcriinere arbitramur. Quod tamen ne fiat, interccdunt littere a celsJtu- 
dine regis dale ad magistrum Thomam Banks, predicti contubernii 
preposilum, accuratissime juh>eDtes quod vel prcfata bona ad manus 
domini elemosinarii tradi curaret, vel infra sex dies post acceptas 
litleras aulam regiam viseret, ostcnsurus si quam habeat hujusce de- 
tentionis honestam causam '. Horum tamen duorum utnim satius 
facere deberet non parum ambigebat. Si primum, timet consciencie 
sue; si secundum, timet ne ex eo solo scholasticis scqueretur non 
parva intranquillitas. Consuluit ergo, ut prudentis viri erat, achademie 
nostre majores sapientioresque. Ubi ex omnium plena consultatione ToL 184 tt 
nil maturius occurrebat, quam quod tuam dignitatem litleris nosiria 
salutaremus. Rogamus te jgilur cciam atque eciam, ut barum portitori 
consilium tuum atque sapienciam facias non deesse. £t quicquid hac 

' Imlieal ticre tepealcd in MS. 
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in re tua moderatio raciendiun esse putaverit, id ipsum omnes n 
benigno animo feremus. £l hac re nihil gratius, nihil jucuiu^ 
efficere poteris. Quarto I dus Julias. Vale. 

501. 
To Prince Arthur". 

// is, W€ ivell know, Ihe duly of all under authority to o&ey I 
superiors ; but your pair magt of kiters, and profidincy therein, suf^y tt 
with a higher motive for compliance with your wishes. Be assure 
then, that it would be the greatest pleasure to us to have an opporluniiy } 
showing our layai obedience. But the terrible and deadly pestilence A 
this year attacked us with such fury, that those responsible Jor author^ 
have abandoned their place ; and we. who abide here still, are imprisi 
within our walls. We would not blame those who have thus deserted us f 
but we appeal to that good sense, vihich guides all your conduct, ivhen vt 
tell you that under these difficulties, aggravated moreover fiy Ihe ctrcsim 
stance that it is now vacation time here, it is not possible for us 
any elections ; and entreat you to accept our will for the deed. 

Clehentissimo mansuetissimoque principi, Arthuro, Oxoniense 
scolastici salutes, quas debent maximas, dicunt. Etsi recte noverimn^ 
dignissime princeps, omnium subditorum officium esse ut majorlbut. 
GUIS studiose semper obtemperent, nobis tamen tibi tuisque prestaO- 
tiGsimis desideriis obsequendi altior quedam videtur tribuia ratio, 1 
quidem tarn mirifice omnium bonarum artium studia non nutris solum. 
Bed ipse amplecieris atque calles, ut sis el universe discipline decus et 
lumen el viris sludentibus tulissimum refugiura. Quamobrem firmi^ 
sime libi, opiime princeps, persuadeas nichil vel jocundius nobis vd 
optalius posse accidere, quam aliquod hujuscemodi argumentum obU- 
tum ire, quo nostram erga le fidem et pietatem liquide dulcideque 
perspicias. Celerum— quod sine nosiro magno dolore non dicimuB — 
ferox ille et immanis' pestifer morbus iia airociter hoc anno Osoni- 
ensem achademiam luam non obsedit solum sed Jnvasit, ut qui tue- 
rentur rem ipsam publicam metu ipsius impii hostis longissime liigerinL 
Quo certe fit ul ipai nos, qui in acerbissima caplivitate pauci retin- 
quimur, etsi vehementer cupiamus morem tuis honestissiinis optadg 
gerere, tamen nee in superiorcs absentes nostros ullis videamur 
contumeliis uti, neque preslare poBsimus' neque efficere ut res pro 
sentencia nostra succedat. Accedit preterea ad hanc nosiram imbecil- 
litatem et impotenciam alius adversatissimus inopportunitatis casus, 
' This letter sbould come after tluit by the Prince, nnmbercd 507 (p. Mfi), 
being ohviouBly an answer to it. » inanis MS, ' poisumus ib. 
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quod scilicet iile studii vacatioties agantur, quibus nullas omnino liceal 
electiones celebrare. Quapropter, benignissime princeps, cum per- 
spicue videris nos tibi in hac causa nequaquam pro nostra voluntate 
gralificari posse, non rogare non possutnus liberal issimam benigni- 
talem tuam ut, non ea que a nobis facti lata sunt, sed animum factitandi 
pensare velis ; id quod mininie desperamus te facturum esse, quando- 
quidem eo ingenio constructus sis [ut] ' nichil vel facias vel loquaris 
unquam in quo ubi non proposueris rationem ducem. Et ita feliciter 
valeas, omnium principum isiiusmodi etatis longe princeps. Ex 
Oxoniemi gymnatio. guintodedmo Kalendai Stpifmbrts. 



502. 
To the Bishop of Lincobi. 

No proof was required to convince ta of Ihe very great interest you 
lake in our affairs ; yet your lelttr cannot be considered unnecessary, for 
it shows how you neglect no occasion, on which your counsel can assist 
our more slender faculties, and promote our welfare. By this you are 
doing Ihf part of a good ruler ; and, being sure that you will recommend 
only what will be io our advantage, itie shall follow your advice to tht 
best rf our ability ; and will do nothing hastily, nor hold any election 
without your advice JirsI being soughJ. We have nothing further to 
add, except that we beseech you lo continue your gracious favour to ut, 
and to assure you of our desire to do what is pleasing loyou and service- 
able toyour interests. 

Observandissiuo Lincolnienst^i sedis episcopo, merit issimoque ' 
studentium Oxoniia presdi, regentium contio inimortales salutes. Etsi 
nobis, pientissimc presul, nichil unquam certius exiilerit quam quod 
immensa quadam ei incredibili benevolencia rem nostram publicam 
amplecteris, tamen non inanes nee frustra lue litlere delate sunt. 
siquidem copiosissime et apertissime indices fuerant, quod nichilo 
pretermittis noslris consulere' tcnuitalibus, quod nobis vel glorie vel 
utilitati pules. Sane facis [quod] * ad optimum quemquam profeclum 
attinet. Quo uno facto tete pretura dignissimum ostendis. Qoare. 
cum 3 sanciissima patemitate tua nihil videatur esse pcrsuasum, quod 
nosire reipublice non essei amplissimo futurum commodo, curabimus 
pro mediocritate nostrarum virium ut prudentissimis tuis consiliis 
hereamus, Nichil enim faciemtis precipilosi, nee quicquam erit elec- 
tionts tua veneratione inconsulta. Aggressus es enim in nos ita semper 

' Hi omitted in MS. ' mtreliisimo MS. ' eemsulurt lb. ' futd 

omitted in MS. 
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pius ct mansuetus, ut cai potius obsequeremur habemus iKmiDCiD. 
ReiiquuKi est ut rogemua benigniutem tuam ut. quemadoKKhiin lis 
sumus, ila pro amplissima el iugenuissima menie lua perpetuo nos. ii 
facia, et foveas cl luearis el defeniias. Nosque bona 6de pollicemo 
libi, si nostra am industria aut opera tue dignilaii possit esse uia 
potcHs earn peculiari quodam jure mo el mancipare et dcdicaf 
Valeasque, sanctissime noster preses in Domino. £x OjKonufui hJe. 
quinlodecimo Kaletidas Seplcmbra. ■ 



503- 

L tB4b. Ad Doctored Hayow regis elemosinaTiuin dlgnlssimum. 

We rejoiit in lite infiuencf you possiss both u-itA Ihr more liistinguiskei 

members of this Univerfily and with the King, and the more so bteamt 

you were/romj'our childhood reared by our rommon molher. Situe H « 

/he saying 0/ a philosopher, you knew thai parents love their fhildff 

more than their children lave Ihem ; yet children honour aitd respetl ikeit 

wfarentt ; and this duty you discharge louuinh your mother the Unhtrti^ 

I Iff every means in your power ,- suppltmenting. moreover, /rem your 

t purse the narrow means 0/ our scholars. Suffer no/, then, ox 

\.tnirtat ^au, our mother, old and infirm, to perish entirely, as vx /ear 

the must if ymi ili' not itipply, <ind thiit stronf^ly, the proprr remtdr. 

A disaster has occurred. One of our members. Master Greke, has 

drowned hitnielf and our Chancellor claims his effects — which lit at 

Lincoln College — to apply the same to pious uses. Bui you aho, whose 

influence is powerful both among us and at Court, claim the said effects. 

We trust your tried friendship to do what is best for us, but we ieffie you 

will decide in our favour ; or, at least, suffer the matter to drop. 

QuoTiKNS in mentem nostram venit, vir prestantissime, quana 
auctoritate et dignitate habearis, non solum inter nostra Oxoniensis 
reipublice majores et graviores verum etiam apud celsitudinem r^e 
majestatis, non possumus mediocriter gaudere ; presertim cum e matris 
nostre cunabulis in tam prestantem virum sis profectus. Tuain 
quippe amplitudinem latere non arbitiamur — quoniam philosophi 
Bentencia est — majorem in modum parentum in ^ios, quam contra 
filiorum in parentes, vim amoris flagrare. Non poesunt tamen filii 
parentum omnino oblivisci, immo polius venerari, adomare et colere ; 
quod tua dignitas omni cum pietate iacit, nihil eonun que ad honorem 
matris perdneant aliquaodo omJttens; et, quod amplius est, fratrum 
tuonim — scolasticos intelligimus — pecunianim difficultatem tuis muni- 
fcentiis contendis rcEarcire. Cures igitur obsecramus, vir preclarissime, 
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matris roslre Oxonie rempublicam jam senescenlem et prope r 
— quod et potes valenlissime — omnino non interire ; quod fieri time- 
mus, nisi ipse ejusdem matris noslre incredibili languori mederi non 
imbecilliter studueria, et maxime in re de qua jam Bcrmo habendus est. 
Ex infelici sydere, non ignoras, accessit ut quidam es consociis noslria, 
magisler Greke, sese precipitem in aqua miserrime darel, ubi, ut aiunt, 
ab hoc Bceulo ahsumptus est. Cujus nonnuilum suppelleetile in col- 
legio Lincolniensi, ubi ipsum se hospitio diu ' receperat, adhuc restat ; 
quod Cancellarius noster, nostrorum functus privilegio siatulorum, 
distringendum ' el ad pia opera suo pro arbitrio dispertlendum * esse 
existimat. At tua preslantia ratione muneris elemosynarii ad te eadem 
pertinere dijudicat ; in utraque enim republica, et regia el nostra, non 
exigue poltes, ut rem islam, ut libel, pertractare possis. Facias ergo 
quod tua inveterata bonitas equius putaverit esse faciendum, modo ut 
integerrimam rempublicam nostram, quantum possis in hac causa, 
tueri cures atque observare ; saltern, si tua prudentia eandem rem ad 
nos aliquo jure spectare putaverit, sin minus dormire caiisam nostram 



Idusjulii. 



1 atque iterum rogamus. Dalum, ifc, quarto 



504- 

By tbe King's moder. 

Right reverende ffader in god, right truslj- and weibelovyd and 1500. 
trusty and weibelovyd, we grete you wele ; And this present day have 
recevyd your right kinde leitres and lovinge lokina by oure welbeloved 
Thomas Pantre, oon of your bedells ; for the whiche we thank you in 
owre harty wise ; Wherby we pcrceyve ye have elecie and chosen oon 
m. Rooper, doctor of divinite, to rede owre lecture there ; whereof we 
be righl gladde, and trust w' godd's mercy it shalbc to the greate 
honour and weal of your said Universite; aswele to thyncrease of 
vertu as lemyng off Students w' in the same, whiche we right specially 
lender, and shalbe gladde to further at altymes to the best we can. 
Yeven under owre Signett at the manowre of fiukeden, the first day 
of Juyn. 

505- 
By the Kyng. ToL 185a; 

Trvsty and weibelovyd. we grete you wele; And, where we be 1501. 

enfonned that the Rowme of gentilman Bedyll for divinite w*yn that 

oure Univcrsyte, by the decesse of Henry Mochegood, is now voide 

and in youre gyfte and dis|K)sitions ; we, tendryng Ihe weale and 

' w diu MS, ' JitlringtHda, disptrtiauia MS. 
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preferrenient of oure welbelovyd John Preton, servant unto oure iraK; 
and rygbt welbelovjd clerke and Cowncellar, Maistcr Richard M2^ 
our Alinoigner, dcsyre and pray you that, at the contemptaoan 4 
thics oure iettres, ye wyll have hym to ihe sayd Rowme of BedcB be 
fore any other especially recommended and admitted ; as osre vemi 
tnisle is yn you : ^lierby ye schail do unto us right singuler pleaaiR. 
with deserving oure especial ihancks. Yeven under oure signet \ 
oure tnanoBr off Rychemont, the ffyrele day off October. 

506. 

By the Quene. 

1500. Trustv and welbelovyd, we greie you wele; and, where vte bt 

enformed that the rome of genlylman bedyll for divinitee, by lh( 

' decesse of Henry Mochegood, is now voyde and yn youre gyfte and 

H dysposilion; we, tendring te weal and preferretnent of oure welbelovjit 

^ John Prelon, servant un to cure trusty and right welbelovyd Maistcr 

Rychard Majou, oon of my lordys counsaillours and aulmongner. 

Desyre and pray you that, at the contemplation of thies our leltres. yt 

wyll have hym to the sayd Rowme of Bedelle be fore any other 

admitted; As oure verray trust is yn you: Wberby ye schall deserve 

oure especial thancks. Yeven under oure signet at my lordys manor 

of Rychemount, the xxviii'*' day of Seplembre. 

507- 
By the Prince. 

1500. Trusty and right welbelovyd, we grete you wele, and be credibH 
enformed that the rome of gentleman Bedell of divinite w^in the 
Universyle ther is now voide and yn youre disposition by the dethe of 
Henry Mochegood late occupyyng the same, Whos soule god pardon. 
We, havyng tendre respecle to the good dysposition that oure full 
welbelovyd sen'ant, John StarJey, is otf, and also consideryng his true 
service un to us heretofore doon, for the whyche and other his merits 
we have hym in oure entire favour and wold be gladde of his further- 
ance and provityon, Desyre you iherfore in oure affectuouse wyse to 
graunt youre good wylls and myndys for oure sayd servaunt to be 

'L 185 b. electe and admitted to the sayd Rome afore any other ; ascertenyng 
you we have instanced oure Ryght trusty and enlierli welbelovyd 
Counsaillour the byschypp of Lincoln, president of oure counsail and 
chauncelier of the said Universite, to graunt his good w)'lle therunto; 
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and so halh he done ; ayensl the whyehe we iniste ye wyll noil gretely 
be ; the rather att the contemplation of thies oure lettres. Wherby 
ye schall nol oonli be provided of a sadde and subsiancyall honeste 
person to occupye thai rome, bull also do a thing of great plesure un 
lo us, whyehe we schall notl forgete butl so remembre hereafter, in 
any youre pursutes to be unto us made, as ye schall thincke youre 
towardnesee in ibis behalfe well employed, Yeven under our signett 
all the maner of Beaudeley, the xii"" day of this Auguste. 



508. 

By the Prince. 

Ryc^t trusty and welbelovyd, we greie you wele ; and where not 1500. 
long tyme passed, by oure leiires to you addressyd, we instanced and 
desyryd you for the grauni and youre good wj-llys of the office and 
Rome of genlilman bedell of divinite w*-in the universite ther unto 
oure full welbelovyd servaunt John Standley, and be now enformed 
that in breve tyme ye shall precede lo thelection of some person to be 
thought convenient for y« same; we desyre and hertyly pray you 
eftsons that, havyng consideracion lo theffects of oure oihir lellres lo 
you directyd in that behaffe, it may like you to have oure said servaunt 
recommended un lo the said Rome and ofhce tofore any other ; the 
raiher for that it is the first thing we have desired of you for any 
servaunt of ours ; wherin ye schall not oonli do unto us rig^th singulcr 
pleaser, deservyng oure especial thancks, but also be provydyd of 
a sadde and subsianciall person toccupie that Rome, as we verely 
trust. Yeven under oure signet at the monastery off Eneaham, the 
vU> day of October. 

509- 

By the Kinges moder. 

Trustt and welbelovyd, we grete you wele ; and underslondc the 1500. 
Rowrae of gentilman bedell in divinile w'ln youre universite is now 
voide by deceasse of your late office in the same ; whenmto ye in 
breve tyme iniende to electe soome honest and hable person. WeFoLiSCa. 
specially tendering thonnoure and thincrease of lernyng in divinite, 
and be credybly enformed by the rig'^th reverent fa()er in god, the 
bysschopp of Rochestre, and certain other whiche be verray lovers of 
the said faculie, that one Rychard Wollon is a righ-^t liable and con- 
venient iwrson for the said oEfice, Desire jJerfore and pray you so to 
owe youre good favores unu> hym as rather for oure sake he may be 
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proferrjd lo the said Rome. Wherby ye schall nol oonly do a itiiq 
for the greie honowre and weaJe of youre said universite but also oat 
us full Singuler plesur. Yeven under signet at the manour of Bvlr 
doone, the SKiii day of Augustc. 

5IO- 

Ad roatrem regis. 

Ci'ciro ItlU us that we ought to recomptnst mosl liberally thoii/m 
whom wc have recrived the greatest proof of affeetton. Bui it tfere imbti 
a shameful things if we were not ready lo do anything, hmveser difi^^ 
for you, who, by the many and very great hettefilsyou hatt con/trrt4tifm 
us, possess lie strongest claim on our obedience. So it hioj. thtn, thai, m 
rtceipi of your Utter, we almost unanimously eltcied the candidate ym 
recommended for the office of bedell in Divinity. In so doing, hoxisv, 
we have reason to fear that we have incurred tie displeasure of the Ulif 
of Lincoln, our Chancellor ; we entreat you, therefore, to defend us if 
any trouble comes, for lo support his anger will be beyond our strength. 

Que lanla vel ardua vel ambigua res erit, quam suasore te, maximi 
princeps, non libenter aggrediemur, tuis merilis iisdemque sununu 
benefaciendi tibi concitati I Incusare nos adtnodum potulsii, qmbm 
perpulchra abs te beneficia profecta sunt, nisi tuis optatis el precipoe 
cobortacioni paruissemus. Turpe esl — laieri licet — iis in a mo re 
omnifariam non respondere, a quibus ad singularem amorem provo- 
camur, dum presertim a bonis legihus et equitate causa votumque non 
abhorreal. Placuii enim Ciceroni illud primum nostro in officio esse, 
ut ei plurimum tribuamus a quo plurimum diligamur. Cujus discipline 
genere nos uti honianiias cum ingenio impulit, fecilque ui tuis omnium 
humanissimis litleris, que preconis cleclionem ' proxime tangebant, 
uno ferme animo omnes pareremus, cum lu, plus omnibus de republica 
nostra benemerita, virum et doctum et mansuetum el virtute clanim. 
Ricardum Woltone, nobis preiiciendum oiferres. Sed sunt qui vix 
erecto slant in nos animo quod rem ita confccimus, haud inde fortasse 
ignominiam et publici commodi pericuium relaturi. Sic rumor his 
diebus percrebuit reverendissiroum patrem Lincolnicnsem episcopum, 
Universitatis Cancellarium, cui nostra officia devovemus, ea in re nobis 
admodum succensere : cujus in nos animus, quem graiiosum olim 
tenebamus, si perseverat acerbior, onus nostris Immeris longe impar 
conjecimus. Reliquum igitur est otnni te cura imploremu^, serenis- 
sima princeps, ut, sicut luis in rebus fortiter justeque jam stetimus, sic 

' tvtrtienem MS. 
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D nobis, si quid nos sintstri excruciari debea,t, in magna propugna- 
ttone nostra facta tueare. Tu enim, unicum perfugium nostrum, 
omnium poles ei animos facile el iras frangere. Vale, Chriatianissima 
princeps. Datum in senatu nostro, Octobris sexlo decimo, Burgeys, 

511- 

Doctor! Agarde. 
Every man should labour fur Iht vital of his country, and not to do so 
comes of tht spirit of discord and leads to actual civil cmflict. So too 
a wide divergence of opinion in the citiaeMs weakens and ruins the 
authority of law. In you therefore, formerly one of us, we did not 
expect an opponent of our privileges ; but we find that you have procured 
Joan Edgcombe to be cited to Iht Archbishop s court, when you ought to 
have brought the ease to the Chancellor's court here. The effect of this 
procedure is to make our statutes worthless ; and, by violating thereby 
your own oath, to render yourself guilty of perjury and liable lo degrada- 
tion, expulsion, excommunication and imprisonment. If you will take 
our advice you will withdraw the case from the court, and take pro- 
our Chancellor s court here, as soon as possible. 



OuNES ad tutandam reipublice tiostre salutem summopere niti 
debemus, reverende doctor, cujus si aliqua ex parte inimici evadamus, 
jam similes eorum efficimur qui sibi inteslina bella concitant ; quorum 
ex infando impetu et nequiori rabie commodi, salutis, et vite pertculum 
cives expectant. Neque ad naufragium civiias propius accedit quam 
dum altera ex altero animo cives fuerinl, ct leges quassari atque labe- 
factari incipiant. Cujus rei exemplum non ab re impresentianim 
attulimus, quippe quum, precipuam de te, oiim cive nostro, estitna- 
tionem haberemus, ut nihil in nostrum gingnasium vel adversi vel 
molestiarum et nostrarum legum et privilegiorum jacture conliceres. 
Plane hiis diebus nobis apertum est te maxime in Universitatem nostram 
conjurasse, dum citacionem ab audieiitianim curia procuraveris ad- 
versus Joannam Egcombe super defamacionis tue causa ; quam in 
nostra Uoiversitate, si statutis pareas, ut litem eo loci inchoatam, 
debueras solicite tractasse. Ubi enim litigiosa in causa, quocunque 
sit genere, scolaris nostre Universitalis altera pars erit, solum sibi 
judicem el litis arbilrum dominum Cancellarium habet. Cujus statuii 
enervationem si pre le feras, colende doctor, nedum inlestini belli 
et periculi omnium auctor eris, sed et primus (ue (idei inimicus, 
quod sceleratissimum erit, et degradationis ', incarcerationis, bani- 
' degratienis MS. 
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cionis, excommunicationis et peijurii penas secundmn earn kgcn 
incurres. Quare, si quam apud te vim nostra cohoitatio habere poiaet, 
tibi consulendum esse duximus, ut te ab hac curia qaamprimoe 
retrahas et causam tuam Oxonie persequare, ubi satis tibi josticie 
administrari debet. Qucxl si nostram autoritatem spreveris, magnn 
nobis causam contra te agendi obtulisti. Expectamus tandem vdv* 
menter quid de re institueris. Vale. 



512. 
Fol. 186 b. To the Bishop of Lincoln. 

No me, howsoever favoured hyforhme, is so secure thai he can and 
yielding on occasion to men and to altered circumstances, Hi^ 
abounds in examples ; and we have found ourselves no exception, Wt 
made every effort to comply with your wishes y but have /aited to M^ 
the election of your candidate for the office of bedell, Nor need ytmk 
surprised that the person recommended by the King^s mother — win hn 
been so great a benefactress to us — was chosen by so iarge a m^Hfritf, 
We trust your favour towards us will undergo no charge /or the wtrn^ 
and will obey your commands in any thing else you may desire. 

1500. Reverxndissimo in Christo patri ac domino, domino W., Dd gnda 
Lincolniensis sedis maximo antistiti, et Universitatis Oxoniensis Can- 
cellario dignissimo, &c. Nemo ex omnibus lam secunda unquam 
natus est fortuna, magnifice presul, qui non et tempori interdum et 
homini cedendum esse existimet. Quanlus enim Romanus olim 
senalus fuit, cui cum magno impetu et animorum varietate nonnulli 
pro tempore non adversabantur, testis Cicero est ; queni nee tempus 
interdum vincere, cum omni qua preditus est eloquenda et summa 
prudentia, ferebat : testis Pompeius, qui, quum invictissimus idemqoe 
humanissimus haberetur, nonnunquam sui voti jacturam perj)essus est 
Contestatur et Cesar ille magnus, qui, tametsi bello, virtute ingenioqw j 
Romanes imperatores longe antecelluit, ut casus interdum ferebat, vix 
sibi et suis conjunctissimis frugi fuit. Cujus rei jam nostris oculis 
exemplar ipsi perspicimus, qui dum magno robore niteremur ut tuis 
votis — id quod presto fieri decemebamus — responderemus, magno 
suffragiorum numero, cui nee pares eramus, a spe, ab institute, ab 
opinione depulsi sumus. Nee minim illud, quum serenissima princeps 
et domina, nobis gratiosissima et maxime de nobis benemerita domina, 
regis mater, omnes obtestaretur ut Ricardum preconem preficerenL 
Que tante tamque preclare rogationes fuere, quibus non jmrere nefas 
omnes ferme, quibus interesse erat, existimabant. Quare te satis 



EPrSTOLAE ACADEMICAE. 671 

atque salis rogamus, piissime antistea, uC, quemadmodum cepisti in 
Oxoniensem senatum opiimus idem singularis paironus esse, sic in 
lempora benevoleniissimus ei proficiscare ' : poUicemur enim digniiati 
tue et, tamelai hec tempora tuis vods non faveant, omni cura quicquid 
alias fieri jubebis bonis omnibus approbantibus pcrficiemua. Burgeys. 



513- 

To the King's Mother. 

We are allogeihtr unable lo make a due return for your great good- 
ness, . . . 

Imnocentissihe omnium ac castissime principi regieque celsitatis 1500. 
genetrici pudicissime Oxonii studentes amplissimas salutes. Quotiens 
nobiscum, serenissima inclidssimaque domina, volvimus quam et dc 
nobis et de nostra republica benemerila fueris, totiens videmur nobis 
tanto abs te beneficio afTectos esse, ut, quid pro Cam immensa benigni- 
late tua persolverimus, neque habeamus in promptu aliquid, neque 
etiam possumus excogitare quicquam dignum ; quippe que non solum 
omatissimis preclarissimisque monumentis achademiam nostram' . . . 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

Tertio Decembris sigillata est acquietancia pro Abbale et conveniu 1500. 
de Eynsham in comitatu Oxoniensi, pro summa sedecim solidorum 
octo denarionim solvenda in feslo S. Nicholai, sub modo et forma 
supra, ' Noverinl universi,' &c. 

5'4- 

To the Bishop of Rochester, and Dr. Mayow, 
the King's Ahnoner. 
// would br/ar more agreeable lo us to report to you our prosper ify 
than the state 0/ distress in which we find ourselves : dul/brtune's wheel 
hat turned ; and we think it wise to consult your wisdom as to the coursi 
we should adopt, lo meet the unprecedented difficulties certain evil disposed 
persons bring upon us 

DouiNO Roffensi el regis elemosinario. 

Reverendissimo in Christo patri ac domino, domino Ricardo, Dei 

gracia Roffensi episcopo, et celeberrimo viro magistro Ricardo 

Mayhow, domini regis elemosinario, Cancellaiius Universiiatis Oxonie, 

' profieiHtn MS. ' The remninder is wanting in the MS. 



%^ tPiSftit: 

Itc. £lsi mulU} nobis suavius forel prosperitateai et felicem achanleiw 
nosire statum vobis precipuis Universitatis nostre patronis qiam 
miserias el eversionem referre ; tanien, quia ;ic fortuna tulit, ep 
mutabilitatem sccuti, quantis soUiciludinibus angimur, quibus hm 
tempestate miseriis quassamur, quibus molesdis fatigamur, vobis, qii^i 
colimus atque observamus, visum nobis recte esse exponeremus ; ni. 
qui virtuie, autoritate, el magna sapientia pre.statis, atiquid nobis nea 
consiUi mandetis, et modum lantas esiundi calamitates cogitelis atquc 
exhibeatis. Sunl apud Oxoniense exercicium viri hiis diebos ad- 
modum facitiorosi, qui a<Jeo' rempublkam nosiram disturbam ui 
majori in angustia et squalore — sic credimus — alias non fuerit * . , . , 



5I5'- ^ 

\. To tbe King. 

Not even lo our firsi founikr do wi r/cognizt a greater debt of grati- 
tude Ihan to you. He laid, indetd, the foundations, and ihey have endurti 
until now ; but it is to your gracious favour and most prudent manage- 
ment thai we owe our preservation. So Cicero, whose wisdom withmt 
bloodshed saved his country, was deemed worthy of no less honour than 
was paid to Romulus. But wisdom and good laws must be folloKied 
and observed, and without this no state can endure, for crvil discord 
places us in the power of our ewmut. So it was with Italy under the 
emperor Zeno and with Rome at the time of Catiline's conspiracy. We 
thank you therefore for your approval of our measures taken lo repress the 
disturbers of our peace, and under your protection we nadfear no foes. 
If any contemn our authority their names shall be reported lo you. 

Invictissimo principi nostro Henrico, &c. Nemini, vel prime nostre 
urbis conditori, concedimus, illustrissime Cesar, ui plus illi graciarum 
tribuamus quam vestre niajestaii jure debeamus. Nam eisi ille 
universi opens lapidem fundamen turn que jecerit, quod nostram usque 
ad etaiem bene feliciter stetit, vesira tamen ceisitudo singulari quadam 
gracia et incredibili amore ne fundilus deperirei, aut deteriori con- 
dicionc res ejus essent, nonnunquam prudentissitne el admirabili 
moderacione cavil; hac presenim tempestate, qua nonnullis et iisdem 
crebris rebellionum incursionibus agitata lassalaque fuit. Non minorem 
plane graciatn a Romanis imperaforibus et reliquis civibus benemercri 

' adeo diiti MS. ' The remainder is lacking in the MS. ' Between 

tbis and the preceding letter is the commencemenl, in the usual form, of a pateot 
letter of the University, ' Universis matris eeclesiae Jiliis,' Sec, bnt the letter itseK 
is baking altogether. 
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Cicero visus est, quod palriam ingenio, prudentia, induslria, nee fuso 
quidem sanguine, maKimis molestiis laxaverat, quam Romulus ille 
ma^nus, abs quo omnes atavo Romani profecti sunt, el magnam 
Rome partem suis fortunis egregie extruxeral. Magtie hiis grade 
Ecmper habende sunt, qui presiamibus rebus exorais inslituunt, neque 
parciores reddende sunt qui incepta et salva el Integra esse volunt et 
lutaniur. Itaque fieri quomodo fwlest uc nostra achadetnia sua Telici- 
lale disciplina et precipuis virluiibus aliquamdiu siaret, si nee paci nee 
vere amicitie nee siatutis cives siudereni ? Nulla, sic arbitramur, tam 
prcclara communilas est, que vel civilibus ve] iniesiinia discordiis 
lacessiia tutissima tandem evadat. Testis Italia est, quam sub Zenone, 
Romano principe, durius afflictam Golhi pene everierant. Testis est 
Roma, que Catelinaria conjuratione pene deleta eral. Sic nee nostra 
Universilas luia unquam iitare potest, si rebellibus et pacis inimicis, 
legibus infestis aliquamdiu agitata fueriL Quales, si qui sint, ut puni- 
reraus, quod pro viribus aggredimur, vestra majesias lilteris nuper 
precepit, et se nostra facia comprobaturam el eisdem affuturam 
Chris tianissime pollicebaiur. Merito sana fide immorlales gracias 
tanCe majestati habituri sumus ; que causam, defensionem et tulclam 
nostram et suscipit et fovet ; ut nee ausus quisquam sit privilegia, 
libertales, quibus Chrit<tianissimi nos principes el serenissima majesias 
vestra donavit, Jnfringere, nee paci nee autoritati, uti speramus, con- 
iravenire. At si qui nostram auctorilatem rebelles aspemabuniur, 
eosdem vestre celsiludini denuncialuri sumus ' 



Acquittances of Osaey and EyDBham Abbeys. 

VicESiMo primo Junii sigillate sunt due acquielantie ; una pro 15*"- 
Abbate et conventu de Osney, pro viginti sex soljdis octo denariis ; 
altera pro Abbate et convenlu de Eynsham, pro quinquaginta duobus 
solidis ; modo el forma suprascrijitis, ' Navertnt universi,' &c. 



5>6. 

To Sir Reginald Bray, Seneschal of the University. 

Wtjeel our great obligaHon to you for the good cmidilion in which we 
find ourselves ; so that we fly to you al once, whenever we are injured or 
molesteii. Since, then, your influence wUh the King is so great, and 
deservedly so, that you have but to ask and your desire is granted, we 
address you to-day, for in the multitude 0/ our anxieties and cares we 
' Tlie remaimier of ihb leller ii locking in the MS. 
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thoutd be ovfnvhdmed but for your aid. Thtri are tfi(tse tuha n 
and IkoughtUtsly are rver ttssailing our privilegts / and ai this litu ■( 
John Graye, having mortally tvounded one 0/ our proctor's ftrponli.u 
nou) procuring thai hit case shall be tried in anothtr Court ; tehtta 
thf jurisdiction in suck casts is specially reserved to you. Wt bfg, Hitf 
/ore, thalyeu will not permit our privileges to be thus vicfaUd. 

Ad dominum Reginald um Bray. 

Maxiiao amplbsimoque viro Oxoniensia achademie senescaJlo, inW- 
gerrimo domino Reginaldo Braye, equili aurato, magistrorum regrn- 
lium non-regenliumque senalus omnis in eadcm maximam pJurimam- 
que satuiem dicil, Nos libi plurimum vovere et debere falemur, vn 
magnanime, cujus ope el auctoritate floreniissimam nostiam rem- 
pulilicam omni seculo ornatam ampliatamque conspicimus ; ad quem, 
tanquam ad portum tulissimum nos, vel lesi aliquave ex parte saudui, 
in agendis omnibus confugimus. Quum igitur apud tneiuendissiRium 
priticipem nostrum libi liceat quanlum libet — libet aiiteni nichil quod 
non liceat — el quia le in nos omnes dies paralissimum prebes, ad tuam 
prescantiam unicam hac in re fugiendum esse dugimus. Nosin 
Universitas, cum variarum rerum multitudine lum curanim pondere 
victB gravissimo, si tue dignitatis immorialis auctoritas non occurrcnt, 
irrcsarcibilem jam proximo pollicetur ' jacturam. Fecundatam namqw 
illustrissimorum principum caris pignoribus et privilegiis pelulaDtt 
quadam incuria sunt qui oppugnare non desislunl. A fidedignis enim 
hialurius accepiraus quendam Joannem Graye, hominem quippe satis 
sct'Ieralum, Lausam sanguinis, qua le unum pro judice mcriio colerei 
el observaret, alieno coram judice inconsulte nimis ventulare'. Is 
namque paeem inlegerrimam adulieralus — ul plurimorum placet sen- 
tenciis — acii anni procuraloris servitori letale vulnus vel inflisit, vel 
aJiqualem causam administravit; unde celebratum atque sancilum est 
apud noslros ChriKtianissimos Angtorum Cesares, quorum memoria 
sempiternis seculis futura esl, penam sanguinis le coram noslro pro- 
teclore prceipuo omnino versari debere. Quare fusis precibus lachri- 
misque tuas revercntias maxime exoramus, ul causam banc libi uni 
deicgalove tuo commendas ; nee sinas, petimus, nostra privilegia 
aliqua in parte coniaminari. Quod si tua opera fieri posset, profiie- 
bimur profcclo nos non minus tibi obnoxios esse, qui pene atnissa 
recupe ravens, quam si ab initio eadem peperisses. Datum in nostre 
congregacionis domo, Jiitii die sexto. 
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Ad dominom archipresulem Cantuariensem. F 

Every adverse ckangt of our fortunes is feU by us lo be a public 
calamity, lo be met with all our strength and vigilance. The labours 
and money lavished by those careful men, who built up and secured /A* 
fabric of our present position, are incalculable ; and it were disgraceful 
if through negligence we should suffer its destruction, now threatened by 
the proceedings of one Alice Stow. This is a debtor, who—ly whose 
malevolent ingenuity we know not— has procured letters of inhibition from 
your court. Such action, proceeding from you, our chief proterlor, filled 
us with amasement. To suffer it lo pass without remonstrance would be 
a violation of our oaths and betrayal of our own cause ; and we entreat 
you lo extinguish at once this s{<ark, which has been carefully kindled, 
lest it burst out into a conflagration, 

Reverekdissiuo in Christo path ac domino, domino Henrico, divina 
providentia Caniuariensi archiepiscopo lociusque Anglie primati meri- 
tissimo, &C. Quotiens nostra, respablica seu fortune sevientis impetu 
seu adi'erBitatis se\'ere quid periulerit, pater sanctissime, totiuns maximis 
doioribus conculimur ; et nos publtcis periculis expositos esse pro- 
titemur. Pro cujus tamcn tuUnda libertaie acriua summis vigiliis 
toiisque humeris niti et tnsistere debemus. Nam quos labores subie- 
runt, quos denique superbissimoa tliesauros efTuderint hii frugi patres, 
qui pro puhlicis libertatibus et privilegiis, ut omnino inconcussa 
maneant, magnifice insudaverint, non facile est evolvere. Indignum 
igitur, facinusque perniciosissimum cxistimamus partas libenalcs, 
a Chrisiianissimis Anglo rum Cesaribus sanclissinie stabilitas, noslria 
incuriis et desidiis laliefactamm iri. Peiisitamus enim sepissime, 
frequentique memoria evolvimus nostnmi Oxoniense exercitium turn 
nullum fore, cum suas libertatcs aut eversas aui contaminatas esse 
inmebimur: quarum semper luam integritatem cxjiectamug et epera- 
mus propugnatricem fuluram fore integerrimam. Decreverunl, imo 
ab elemis seculis sanxerunl metuendissimi principes nostre Universi- 
talis CanccUarium suo in Oxoniensi foro judiciali lites. causas quas- 
cunque, earumdemque decisiones et examina equa lance libraie debere. 
Apud quem vero, ubi semel agitate sunt, in eisdcm solus judex cen- 
sendus est. Proximis tameti hiis diebun quedam Alicia Stow, que 
multum alieni eris contraxerat — malls quorum adjiita ingcnils latet — 
breve quoddam inhibitorium litterasque citatorias, nostris plane turn 
legibus tum bonis privilegiis adversariaa, abs tua dementia impetrari 
procuravit. Quas ubi recepimus plenaque cunlione perlegimus 
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oh<itupuii ' sacrum otnne collegium, vehementerque adtnimbaiur 
senalus tanium patrem. lantum presulem, tanrum denique patronum, 
cui Oxoniensis palestra plurimiim deberet, saas libertales tam letri 
lamque infesta peste afficere velle. Quibus revera consentire oon 
potuimus, ni plurimum dissoluti el sancie fidei violatores judicaremur 
acerrimi. Unum igitur hoc vehementer obsecramus, ut • diligenier 
ejtcitaiam hanc favillam quamprimum exiinguas; ne dum serpai latius 
— id quod valdc limemus — pericuiosius flammescat in incendium. 
Datum in nosire congrtgacimis domo. Oclobris dit quxnio. 
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Littere responsales per dominum Archiepiscopum. 
/ ijuiU umUrstand your gtal in de/mct 0/ your prii-Hegts, and Ik 
confidence you repose in niy proltction. The former I slrojigly apprtm. 
and. as io the lailer^you shaU not find me fall shorl of your tjcpeelaiieiu. 
What, indeed, eould br nearer, and dearer than to have our filiai dt^ 
appreciated fy a most tender mother .' As to the case j-ou mention. yw 
need not apprehend therein any dfsign adverse to your privil«ges,f^r nam 
can bt more solicitous for their maintenance than myself/ as ym 
will see, if Ifie case proceeds farther. I have however io defend lit 
fights of my Ecclesiaslical Court, and expect from you no conduct 
dtlrimenlal thereto. As to the consideration dui to the poor aviiw. 
('/ needs not that I should remind men skilled as you in laui both human 
and divine. 

Henrtcis, permissione divina Canluariensis Archiepiscopus, tocios 
Anglie primas et aposiolice sedis legatup, venerabili confratri nosiro 
Univeriitaiis Oxoniensis Cancellario, necnon regentium et non- 
regentiuni celeberrimo coUcgio saluiem. Acccpimus, clarissimi \in. 
jitieras publici gimnasii veslri ; ex quibus uirumque, et studium vestrum 
in tuetidis ptivilegiis vesiris el simul quam speni de nobis ad propug- 
nandam libertalem veslram concepiatis, facile intellesimus, Quorato 
alterum magnopere laudamus, in aliero non commiiiemus ut frusirs 
quicquain de nobis sperassc videamini ; presenim in ea re qua nihil 
possit esse nobis antiquius. Quid enim vel gratius cuiquam sit it! 
antiquius quam de ea. quam benign issi mam olim mairem senseriis 
pietaiis etiam laudem velle querere. Quanquam iiaque littere quedam 



' BbUiptdl MS. ' A mnrpnal note, in a la 

nou habetur in margine registri Cniitte CancclUrii 
claD<u1r). " »/ difigtnler" &c, UMjne ad dBtnm, dls 
epiMopi.' 



;r hand, is as roUom : ' Hut 
3ion: anno 1576 ilu nlliiu 
licoit CDDiilio domiiii Anbi- 
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inhibitorie quonimdam suasu a cancellario nostro proxime emananint, 
pichil est quod vos magnopere sollicitet tanquam ita convelli a vobis 
libertatem vestram putetis. Quod profecto tantum abest ut minuisse 
quippiam velimus, ut etiam facile neminem majorum nostronim fuisse 
arbitremur, qui earn magis augere studuerit. Id quod in hac ipsa 
causa facile inielligetis, si quis earn prosequi ulterius voluerit. Vestre 
vicissim equitatis fuerit nihil omnino tentare, quod in nostre Cantuari- 
ensis ecclesie cedat injuriam; quam nobis certe non minus sanctum 
fuerit propulsare quam vestra jura defendere. Nam quod ad pauperem 
viduam spectat, frustra profecto vobis vel viduitatem ejus vel pauper- 
tatem commcndo ; qui, cum omnis divini humanique juris sitis peritis- 
simi, miseros non ignoratis omnium legum favore esse commendatos. 
Datum in manerio nostro de Lamehiihe^ quinto idus Octobris, 

Henr. Cantuar. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. Fol. 188 a 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Willelmum Smyjthe, Dei 1502. 
gracia Lincolnienstm Flpiscopum, Universitaiis Oxoniensis Cancel- 
larium, magistrum Hugonem Hawardyn et magistrum Johannem 
Matson, recepisse et habuisse, die confectionis presentium, de Abbate 
et conventu de Eynsham in comitatu Oxoniensi sedecim solidos octo 
denarios, pro quadam annua pensione predicte Universitati in festo 
S. Nicholai debita : De quibus quidem pecuniis fatemur nos fore 
solulos, dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per pre- 
sentes sigillo nostro communi signatas. Datum in nostre congregatiotiis 
domo, anno regni regis Henrici septimi octavo decimo^ Novemhris die 
tricesimo. 



519- 

Ad inceptorem Gamme. 

Vour hearty interest in our prosperity, shown lately in your discharge 
of the duties of proctor, as also in the general tenor 0/ your life, has 
secured you a favourable character with us. We beg, then, that you will 
not decline from your hitherto laudable conduct. The office of the bedels is 
one of great importance and distinction ; and we think your conduct has 
been such as to seriously affect their position, and has caused strife among 
our regent masters ; some taking your side and some the other. We 
therefore affectionately advise, and hrreby formally summon you to appear 
before us, eight days after sight of this letter, and answer the charges 
then to be made against you, in our tongngalion. 
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Peritissixo viro, artis medice cullori cximio, tnagistro Jofaanni 
Gamine, &c. Ea semper de le percelebris apud nos claruit opinio, 
inceptor dignissime, nostram in rempublicam tantum te fcrvere ut pro 
ejus amplificanda gloria nullos unquam refutabis sudores. Pro.tima 
nanique hiis diebus, in procuraloris gerenda aucloritaCe, vite modera- 
lioncm, ingenii Ini virtulem, litteranim non parvam eruditionem satia 
experti sumus. Laborasti tnaa et tolis humeris insudavems, ut nostra 
semper Universitas gloriosior evadal. Quare nobis hac Icmpestalc ne 
te prebeas alieniorem petimus ; sed, ut cepisti, in Osoniensem senatum 
proliciscere atnantissimus. Que volumus paucis accipies. Non le 
lalct, vir acutisaimc, vetustioris apud evi viros preconum anlehac 
multum valuissc preturam : quorum officia non tain nos orani seculo 
decoravere, quam nostre Universitali semper, el ornamento et laudi 
fuere, Horum igitur Lutari libertates propulsareque injurias nostii 
offidi el religionia plurimum interesse visum est : quorum tamen JQii 
et frugalitati ttia presCaniia hue loci plurimum adversata est. Ea 
namque, quod penes venerandum lilteratissimumque doctorem do- 
minum Banke deposueras, non mediofrem inter regentes conflara 
disceptationem. Sunt enim luam qui probant causam, afiirinanKs 
tamo ere bedellis teneri te non debere ; irao suadent litem secundum 
te dandam esse. Sunt preterea qui negant. Quare hue loci super- 
sedimus multis ad amplius deliberandum inlerpositis induciis, hac de 
re niliil judicantes. Piis igitur exhortalionibus te invitamus, et per 
sanctam Universitali datam fidcm le monemua, primo, secundo, et 
tertio et peremptorie, quod, post has inspectas lilleras, proxima octava 
luce, tibi nostro in senalu objiciendis responsurus, ad nos maturius ^ 
accedas. Vale. Datum in nostre congregacionis domo, Novembrii dit 
vieaimo octavo, anno Domini millesimo quingmlesimo secundo. 



520. 
To the right honorable master Joonya. 
Rights honorable, we commaunde us unto you yn oure loving 
maner; and where as, By ourc welbelovedc brothir, M, Moor« 
Gwynn, we be enformede of your tendre and faste lovyng mynde 
to your mother this unjversite off Oxforde, yn suche things as con- 
cernyjthe bothe the weele off J)" Unjversite ande weele off Jje soule rf 
our deere bro))sr master Thomas Baratt — whom cure Loorde assc^ 
— by whom ))i" Universile shulde be grevously daraagede, and J>« last 
willys off fowndres off cheests yn the same for the releve off scolais 
greailye brokyn, ne ware your tendre love as well to him as to us ' we 
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yn C harty maner thanhe you, praying you of conlynuaunce. And as 
nowe we signifye uino you, by oure sayde brofi'", of suche cautyons 
as resivjth here yn diverse chestes, for money lake off (j" same lo tlie 
use of the saJede masler Barett ; doing you farther knowlege that he 
was chargede w' the siaate of a cheeste, w* other felows w' him. 
And all suche cautyous as here remaynethe shalbe suerly reservede, 
and ben for you, Somme be insuffycyaunt, somme be suffycyaunt, as 
shall appeerc. Ande, as towchynge \f state of his cheste, we truste to 
show you brevelye. ^' ys a full sadde doctor of divinite keping the 
same, a full fasie lover of master Baratte. We be seche you ytl shall 
Ijke you to se shortlye redemplyone off this cautyons, and do themm 
to be setle awaye. And o' Lorde ever more gracyously preserve you. 
Fromm Oxon, the xiiM' day off ffibntarye. 



521- 

Ad reeiam matrem. F 

How grttti and unremilUng has betn your benevolml and waUkful 
solicitudf for our adi'ancanent, it were difficult to txpras ; and if our 
former benefactors are constantly commemorated, surely never-ceasing 
thanks are due lo you for your promise to endow a theological lecture 
here, and the fulfilment of that promise ; for it makes us feel the truth of 
Ike adage ' bis dal qui cito.' We regret more than we can express that 
our acknowledgement is laJer than propriety and regard for our oivn 
interest would require ; the truth is, however, that, when your letter was 
read, there was no one but was most willing lo do as you desire in return 
for your benefaction. We commend, therefore, to your favour Doctor 
Roper, the bearer of this, who will lay our requests beforeyou. 

Serenissime principi ac domine m.-ignificentissime, &c. Quantum 
innaia ilia vesira dementia, aerenissima princcps, Oxoniensem acha- 
demiam, veslre dignilati deditissimam, non tueri solum sed et augere 
semper invigiiaverit, plane facile evolvere non poterimus. Nam si 
illusirissimos principcs et grandevioris eu patres nostra de republica 
optimc benemeritos frequentius commemorabimus, tum facile videre 
licet, colendissima domina, vestram prestaniiam non vulgares sed et 
immortales a nobis proraeruisse gracias ; que uiaxinie ad Dei ( 
litteraruro non mediocrem profecium, et certe ad sempiternam v 
anime salutem, pro perpetuo stabilicnda lectione theologica passes- 
siones ultro pulliceiur et donat. Unde satis ipsi expert! sumus tantatn 
dignitalen) baud immemorem esse dupHcem illis atiribui ' graciam, qui 
' allri MS. ; Ibt lalWr half of llic word ii dcitroycd. 
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in polliccndo beneficio non solum liberales verum eiiam in exhibendo 
paraiissimi vis! sunt. Quare nulla eias tarn immemor, nulli tarn in- 
grati civcs, nostra senteniia, usquam reperiemur, qui vestram glMiuB 
iminorialiiatis meinoria non prosequaniur. Sed incredibili quodan 
dolore angimur, celeberrima princeps, nos aliquantulo tardius quaa 
&ut deciiit, 3ut nosire publics militates expos tula verant, tantis in ns 
b^eticLis respondisse. Revera tamen, ubi senatui nostro ex vestn 
exemplaribus intelteclum est, qualem pro taniis meritis vicissitu dined 
veBira clemeniia reposceret, nemo erat qui, ut decuit, lam precbiii 
voiis satisfacere se paratissimum non poliicerelur, Vestre igiiur digni- 
tati commendamus colendum vimm, bonis litteris et virtuiibus ssiii 
clanim, concivem nostrum, harum tabellionem, dominum doclorem 
Roper, sacre ibeologie professorem dignissimum ; abs quo vtstn 
pre&taniia que pctimus ct obsccramus plenius et maturius accipict 
omnia, Nos inieriin preces ofRcia et [que] ' possumus onmia tam 
revere ndissime domine, tam divine mairone pollicemur, vovemus ct 
dedicamus. Et opiime vaJeat graiiosissima dominatio vesira. Daiv» 
in nostre cengrcgationis demo, Marcii die vitesimo. 



522. 
Ad regem. 

Many have been the greal and noblt, who have proved their benevolentt 
taut fy splendid donations, but that you give towers above them all. It 

is, therefore, our unanimous desire lo distinguish you ahm'e all our other 
benefactors in the expression of our gratitude, lo convey loyou our assent 
to all you say, and lo icg you to carry out the design your piety has 
suggested. We should haze written earlier to this effect, but that ive 
thought you to be too much occupied in weightier matters to find time for 
a letter of this sort. We beg that you wilt ever defend this University, 
whiih you have so peculiarly marhed by your favour, and which is 
devoted to your majesty. 

iLLrsTRtssiMo Christianissimoque principi, Henrico sepiimo, &c. 
Etsi muilos habuerimus, magnificentissime rex, magnos et nobiles 
viros de Oxonii^nsi republica pluiimum benemeriios; qui ut suam in 
nos exercertnt bene volenti am, preclaris muneribus eandem Universi- 
latem vestram illusirarunt; vestra tamen insignis munificeniia. in unico 
liberalissimo dono eidem achademie veslre jam insiituio, iia universa 
priscorum monumenta videlur antecellere ut maxima quequc solcnt 
prestare minimis. Quamobrem, bcneficeniissime princeps, justis; 

' quae omitted in MS. 
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nobis omnibus visum est, ut vestre bonitali amplissime pre ceteris 
singulis benefacloribus nostris pro viribus studeamus gratiarum vices 
rependere ; ceriioremque fieri vestram celsitudinem obsecramus, nos 
omnes non solum omnibus exemplarium veslrorum senlentiis assen- 
sisse, venim etiam vehemenier implorasse, ui quod tam divino nutu 
a veslra pietate profeclum est, id perficere non dedipnetur. Fecissemus 
majestalem vestram longe antehac volorum nostrorum consciam, nisi 
quod putavimus circa tam grandes ipsam fuisse versatam causas, ui 
nuUam voluerat inter eas nostrarum litierarum habuisse ralionem. Re 
nichilominus et factis divino mentis vestre institute omnes u 
statim consensum prebuimus. Quare innatam illam cler 
tram, benignissime princeps, rogamus et obseerando imploraraus, ut 
hanc rempublicam Oxoniensem, quam singulariter jam memorial! 
divino conatur augere, etiam eandem vobis deditissimam achademiam 
lueri et semper propugnare dignctur : prolestamurque nos majesiatis 
vesire perpetuos et sempiiernos, ut decet, oraiores. Et felicissimc per 
omnes elates prospereiur amplissima celsitudo vestra, regum magnifi- 
tentissime. Ex vcsiro Oxoniciui gymnasia, lercio dtdmo Kalendat 
Aprilis. 

523- 

To the Bishop of London, Fol. tBg a 

Wt have received no greater blessing from divine influence than that 
of hm'ittg educated here so inde/aligable a patron of the University as 
yourself; and your unfailing readiness to work in our behalf makes us 
ioid to invite you now, in conjunction wi/h the Bishop of Rochester, to 
decide upon the subject of the memorial proposed by the King. Our 
opinions here have teen divided, but are now brought into harmony. 
The mailer is however one we feel to be beyond our capacity; and. in 
committing it to you, we shall be content with whatever you may determine. 
The rehabilitation, too, of the Feenn Chest is urgent; we shall entirely 
lose large sums of money, unless your authority steps in to help us. 
These two matters are of the gravest importance to us and to your own 
great reputation ; we pray you then, by all your previous kindness to us, 
Ut not your love grow cold. 

Reverendo in Chrisio ac domino, domino Willelmo, Dei gracia 150a. 
Londoniensi maximo presuli, &c. Nunquam potuit, piissime aniistes, 
preclarius aui commodius nobis aspiiassc celum, quam tc virum 
peperisse, quern nosire reipublice precipunm patronum omnis nosira 
fatctur etas. Apud quem ea caritaie et honore semper claruit Oxoni- 
ense exercilmm. ul omnis labor pro ejus amplianda gloria susceptus • 
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Unle dignitali baud itijucundus visus est. Quare hac lempeslate ill 
lua presiantk id rogare non verebimur, quod publice militaii appmai 
utile esse concepimus. Signilicamus igitur sanctum et perpeiidi 
commendandum liiteris invictissimi principis nostri esse inaitunia, 
magniOce prcstil, qui Oxonicnscm senatuin ad suam tam naetunutiB 
majestatcm amandam, fovcndam, observandamque mirifice biitoL 
Nititur enim preclarum sui nominis memoriale. quod nulla tempoiii 
vetUKtas hominum ex memoria abolere poterit, nostra in UniverauK 
perpetuo stabiJire. Qua in re scnatorum vagi el dispertili aliquattdo 
fuerunt auimi, varibque ultro innilebantur sententiis. Verum im 
disperses animos, lam contraria vota in unam eandcm ceegimm 
scntenliam, Nos igitur, qui tanto ponderi non sufficimus, tue dip* 
tati dominoque Ricardo Roffensi, digniEsimo antisiiti, qui egregie 
erudiii et varia multiplicique doctrina et consilio clari esiis, rem 
omnem plane committimus ; et que tanti patroni nostri ^racta effe- 
cerint, ratiticabimus omnia. Accedit el aliud, bone pasior, pro qoo 
simul cum divino illo domino, Kofl'ensi episcopo, sepius magnifict 
insudaverilis '. Siabilienda fundatio cisle de Feenn. Piane — sic credi- 
rous — perdite, adempte et penitus alienate a nobis tante sunt pecunie, 
nisi vesire dignitatis immortalis occurral autoriias. Nihil revcra eat, 
reverende pater, quod nostre Univcrsitatis ampliludinein vebemenlitis 
Ulustrabit, quodve tui nominis gioriam profitebitur sempitemioreni, 
quam res ipse quas slatim diximus. Quare per vetustiora vestre 
caritatis in nos vestigia, pcrque vesira maxima nostram erga rem- 
publicam laudata merita, tantam paternttatem eitoratam habemus, ut 
nil unquam apud earn frigescat quod nostre Univcrsiiaii Usui, gloiie, 
aut ornamenio esse posset. Et optime valeal vestra prestanuaiima 
dominalio. Datum Oxonie, Marcii dk viccsima. 

524- 

Ad dominum Roffensem, 
Never have it* been more sensible of your filial affeclion for us, which 
has ahvays commamied our admiration, than at the present time : For, 
fy sending Dr. Sawnders lo speak to us in your name, you have awakened 
the interest of our members, always loo indifferent lo our corporate ad- 
vantage. The effect of his address has been to unite our divided opinions ; 
and no greater service could have been rendered than this. Wc have also 
lo beg that you will obtain for us, from his executors, iJu money beijuralhed 
iy Hugh Feenn, which, but by your efforts and those of the bishop of 
London, we cannot hope to recover. 

' iiiiidavirilis MS. 
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^^BAd dominum RofTensem. 
I Reverendo in Christo palri, &c. Quo honore, qua potins piciate et 
1 observantly nos tuos Oxonienses hue loci atnplexus es, magni6ce 
1 presul, nemo est qui non novii, admiralur et laudat. Es enim unus et 
) eerie precipuus patronus, qui ardenti carilate et Integra diligentia pro 
nostra repiiblica luenda, omancta et maJiime ' augenda horatim magno- 
pere insudas, Cujus inexhauste benevoleniie fontem etsi sepissime 
expert! sumus, de eo tamen hac poiissimum tempestate conjeciuram 
nobis feceras manirealissimain ; eo nanique quod colendum virum, 
dominum doctorem Sawndcrs, hominem quippe bonis lilteris el virtute 
percelebrem, ad tuos Oxonienses, suis in publicis commodis somno- 
ientissitnos, ejus viva voce tuo nomine aliquando exciiandos trans- 
miseras. Masimam revera a nobis reportasii gloriam. Quern vera 
ubi senalores publico in senatu attentius audiverant, olim tarn spars! 
animi, tam diversa sufTragia statim in unaro reconciliantur senientiam. 
Potuisti enim nobis nil fecisse illustrtus, nam el publico usui plurimum 
consuluisti et nos lianlo patri perpemo devinctos comparasti. Quare 
te vigilantissimum hujus noslri negocii autorem nemo est qui non 
predical. Sed et aliud est, reverende pater, in quo (ua ampliiudo 
nosire Universilati summe benefaciet ; si pecunias, quas vir bone 
; Hugo Feenn nobis lilieraUus conccsseral, ab cxecutoribus 
s : quas, nisi in lue prestantie et reverendi in Christo patris 
ac dcimini, domini Willelmi, Londoniensis episcopi, maximo 3udore, 
renumerare non poterimus. Nil profeclo gracius aut prestantius 
Oxoniensibus eflicere poterit tua dignitas. Quod ut facias instanlius 
el insianlissime imploramus. Et optime valeaa, di^nissime presul. 
Ex Oxonia, Marcii die vicesimo. 

525- 

Ad dominum Ricardum, Wintoniensem episcopum. 

Your good offices, so frequmtly exptricneed, entourage us lo ask a 
favour, which otherwise we should not venlure lo expect al your hands. 
We beg, there/ore, Ihal, since your influence wUh the King is so great and 
well deserved, you will till him that his wishes have our hearty con- 
currence, and the unanimous approval of our congregation; and we 
farther solicit your advocacy with his majesty, thai he may be ever 
favourably disposed tmvards us. 

Revebendo in Christo palri. &c. Tania nostram in rempublicam 

tua semper fuere merila, lot sudores, colcndissime paler, ut, nisi lua 

singularis nalura satis superque' satis nobis speclala forct, nichil 

' maxima MS. ' mfra written over the line, MS. 
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unquam amplius petere contenderemu5, quod tantam sanctitateic loan 
ad novos usquam invitarel labores. Sed Uberule tuum ingetuum. 
cunclis prodesse semper vigilaniissimum, noo tnediocriier nos saaJo 
et hortatur. in hiis preseriim que pubiice utdiiati et saluti inserviunl, 
tam reverenduin patrem feliciler pulsRre. Duo igitur suni, sancdssiiK 
paler, que vehemeniius obsecramus ; Primum, ut invictissiino prinLipi 
noslro, apud quem primus et conjunctissimus merito evasisti. significK 
nos suis voiis maximo cum gradarum cumulo libentissime applaudsx; 
suaque exemplaria, luam per digniiaiem ad nos transmissa. nostro 
Fot 189 b. publico in senaiu unanimi omnium consensu jam comprobata «k- 

Ild vero est quod secundo in loco obnisius imploramus ; ul 1m 
dignitas, in qua plurimum spei semper collocavimus, seretiissimam 
majestalem regiam Osoniensibus mansueiissimam semper consemi 
Age, igilur. clementissinie pater, ot quam nobis de le expectalionein 
hue loci egregie concitasli, banc in hiis perpulchris hujus nosri 
gymnasii agendis negociis non minori diligentia conlirmes et ostendas- 
Qua in re non tam iitiliiati nostre quam gloric lue consuluisse ri.leberis. 
interim prcces nostra el oQicia reverendissime paternitati tue pcfjiciuo 
pollicemur el vovimus. Et iia in Christo valcas, colendis^me ptrsul, 
bonarum artium Tons uberrime. Da!um Marcii dit VKesimo. 
526. 7 

Frobatissimis viris, magistro Galfrido Simeon, capelle regie 
decano, et domino doctori Mayow, regis nostri elemo- 
sinario. 

No greater joy fell the devout Simeon taking the Saviour in his arms, 
than we /eel lo-dqy in having reared two sons such as you : uiAo evidenllj 
are able , from your exalted position, greatly to advance our TveZ/itre. Lil 
the present occasion be no exception to your hilhrrlo cons/an/ labours i* 
pur behalf, but endeavour yourselves that the memorial the King of iii 
goodness designs, may not in its completion fall short of the high promisi 
of its beginning. 

150a. Non est usquam timoratus Justus et senex ille Simeon pleniori 

profusus gaudio et leiilia se Christum in ulnis cepisse, celeberrimi 
viri, quam hodiema luce vos suos alumnos olim nutrivisse leiaia est 
mater nostra Universitas : precipue cum vos eos in viros evolasse clare 
intueri licet, qui sue saluti plurimum consulere, et ejus amplitudinem 
m^nopere illuslrare poteritis. Quare hoc in tempore vestram tam 
prestantem mairem ne deserile, qui omnem superiorem vitam vestram 
in labonbus pro ejus salute magnanime cxcrcuistis. Maxima serenis- 
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^imi principis nostri erga nos sunt pietatis officia, colendi viri, qui 
nostram rempublicam perpetuo sui nominis memoriali oraare devotis- 
sime molitus est. Quare ad augmentum futuri nominis vestri plurimum 
accedere visum erit, si ejus clementissimum animum ad nostras com- 
munes utilitates jam incitatum magnifice acueritis, ut hoc tam clarum 
memoriale opiimis, ut speramus, inchoatum auspitiis non nisi perfectis- 
simum relinquat ' . . . Marcii die vicesimo datum. 

Acquittance of Eynsham Abbey. 

Sigillate sunt acquietancie Abbatibus de Enysham et Osneye. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Willelmum Smyjthe, Dei 1502. 
gracia Lincolniensem episcopum, Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancel- 
larium, magistrum Hugonem Hawardyn et magistrum Johannem 
Matson, procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die confectionis presen- 
tium, de Abbate et conventu de Enysham in comitatu Oxoniensi, 
quinquaginta duos solidos sterlingorum, pro quadam annua pensione 
predicte Universitati debita : De quibus quidem pecuniis fatemur nos 
fore solutos, dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per 
presentes sigillo nostro com muni sigillatas. Datum in nostre congrega- 
tionis domOf anno regni regis Henrici septimi octodecimOy mensis vero 
Maii die undecimo. 

NovERiNT universi per presentes nos, Willelmum Smy^the, Dei 1509. 
gracia Lincolniensem episcopum, Universitatis Oxoniensis Cancel- 
larium, magistrum Hugonem Hawardyn et magistrum Johannem 
Matson, procuratores, recepisse et habuisse, die confectionis presen- 
tium, de Abbate et conventu de Osneye in comitatu Oxoniensi, viginti 
sex solidos octo denarios, pro quadam annua pensione predicte Uni- 
versitati debita : De quibus quidem pecuniis fatemur nos fore solutos, 
dictosque Abbatem et conventum inde acquietamus per presentes 
sigillo nostro communi sigillatas. Datum anno regni regis Henrici 
septimi octodecimo^ Maii die undecimo, 

527- 

To the Bishop of Winchester. 

// is with reluctance that we now appeal to you again, /or we have 
ahvqys wished we could invite you rather to ease and rest than to turmoil 
and trouble, Alas I fortune will not have it so ; for the University is 
now in such peril, that without speedy succour ^ great damage must ensue. 
The terrible sanguinary encounters would no doubt have driven away the 

* Here the MS. breaks off abniptly, and the scribe adds * pcrdUi copianiy idea 
non scripsi plus^ 
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moral and mtnlal training hUhtrto Iht glory of this place, 6iit fcr jmr 
timely aid and advice, which we have scrupulously yblfowed, Wt km 
tenslan/ly irtmkd upon condign punishment of these turbulent enema ^ 
our ptate. some of whom we have cast into priswt. white xve have ianiM 
ethers, Tluse latter, however, lark in the adjacent villages, and from tiai 
retreats repeat their audacious attacks and threats of death to memitn 
of our congregation. We entreat you, therefore, by every motive nubcl 
should actuate so good a man and so fast a friend, devise some meant A 
suppress our foes and expel them from the neighbourhood o/ Oxford. 
1503. Revkrkndo in Chrislo patri, domino Ricardo, Dei gracia ^\"in- 

toniensi episcopo, &c. Studuimus non mediocriter, clemenbs^iiiM 
presul, el semper maxime optavimus nos ilium videre diem quo tuais 
dignilaCein ad ocia poiius quam labores, ad requiem magis quam 
turbam aliquando invitaremus. Venim, quod sine dolore non n- 
ferimus, fortune nautabililas id non patitur, prcserdm hiis in diebu, 
quibus nostra Universitas illud in perieulum pene adducta est, au. a 
non dabitur frenum, plane, aperte videre licet quod non parvam inde 
est reportatura jacturam. Omni igitur spe salutis penitiis orbau roret 
nostra respublica si eum te patronum sepissime experla non Tuissel, 
qui Euas res eum privatas turn publicas diligentius semper curavenL 
ol. igo a. Nam Oxoniensis achadcmia, que bonis lltteris. magna gloria, preclarv 
virtutibua olim flonierat, acerbis cladibiis jam plena — sic credimus — 
Tundilus deperiisset, si cumulalus' ilk lue benevoknde ardor, qucm in 
eandem semper gessisti, mox tuis cum litteris non occumsset ; quibus 
revcra nihil mandaveras quod pro viribus hue loci non aggressi sumus. 
Creberrimis namque instamus conlionibus ut hii tam infesti pacis per- 
turbalores dignas aliquando dent in coqiore penas: quorum vero 
quosdam vinctos in carceribus conjecimus, quosdam enim exsules 
nostraque a privata patria pulsos esse promulgavimus. Sed, quod 
dolenter scribimus, in finitimis juxta nos oppidutis latitant, licentiusque 
quam par est sua lemeraria utentes audacia Oxoniensibus stomachaniur, 
senatorum sanguini, ut accepimus, se audentius insultaturos cotnmi- 
nantur et mala malis superaddere nituntur. Quare te maxime ob- 
testamur, per prudentiam qua nuUi cedls, per caritatem qua cunctos 
exsuperas, perque ilium amorem quern turn re turn consilio nostre 
Universitati semper sanctissime professus es, ut modum tecum ex- 
cogiles, quo eorum tam nefarii conatus tandem opprimantur noslrisque 
a confiniis longius propuhentur. Profiiemurque omnes nihil hue loci 
c?se quod lue a nobis tam benemerite clemenlie dedicatum paratis- 
simumque non sit. Vale. 
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Univeksis sancle mattis ecclesie filiis, ad quos presentes liltere per- 
venerinl, Universiiatis Oxonie Cancellarius celusque unanimis magi- 
Eirorum regentium in eadem saltitem. Quoniam et humana et divina 
incitamur lege, ut aliorum labores pensemus meritaque consideremus, 
ea semper nobis cura fuit ul non modo sceleratos perversosque 
homines vicio necnon dedecori maximo demus, et a nostra achademia 
penilus excludamus ; verum etiam perdoctos studiososque homines 
benigno favore prosequamur, sumrao laudum preconio extollamus, 
elTeramus erigamusque : nos itaqtie, considerantes tam logicis qiiani 
philosophicis disciplinJa impensos Ricardi Dudley labores, preclarum 
genus — quippe qui baronis erat filius — honestos approbatoaqiie mores, 
egre^as denique $uas virlutcs ; dignum existimavimus vinim eundem 
el laude et honore afficiendum non modico. Completa igitur nostrarum 
sanclionum forma, laudabili consuetudine suo pro virili observata, 
primo ad bachalariatus, deinde ad magistratus in artibus gradum 
nierito ereximus. Quo suscepto omnia, que ad earn dignitatem specta- 
verc, tam probe tamque prudenter*. ut, annis vix duobus transactis, 
in nosire reipublicc procuratoria ofBcium elegerimus, admiserimus. 
Nolentibus igitur quos nostra Universitaa decoravit apud alios parvi- 
pendl, visum nobis fucrat Ut hujus perdocti viri, cathedralis ecclesie 
bcate Sarum; precentoris, aliisque in ecclesiis canonici, gradum et 
honorem noslris confirmaremus testimoniia. In cujus fidem has pub- 
iicas liltcras nostre Universitatis sigillo munitas fieri jussimua. Datum, 
in Hosire congregalionis domo, anno salulis Dominice miiUsimo quin- 
genlesimo octavo, Oclobrii vicesmo kreio. 

Fragment of a letter. 
Rtg'^th honorabuU Scr, we have us harle ' . ■ ■ 



Reposiiio carte magne in cista qualuor clavium. 



Vicesimo die mensis Mail, anno regni regis Henrici Octavi primo, 
repoaita est carta domini regis Henrici septimi in dsta quatuor 

clavium. 

' Two and a half blank folioi occur between Ihe previoat epistle uul thii 
tcstimoDial letter, * eoinphvtl or a similar word apparently omitted, MS. 

' Here the fraemeni, which is apparently the beginning of a lettei (' We have a* 
harlely commenited,' &c.), ends al>niptl]r, and with 11 Ihe Re);ister; the two nolei 
which follow are leparaled from it by the space of half llie rolio, and .iie written in 
another hand quite on the lower marEi" "' the page. 
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Aaron, 32. 

Abbess, Lady Johanna North, of Syon,79. 

Abbot, Archbishop of Canterbury, re- 
stores lost register to the University, 
I note. 

Abcharch or Apchyrch, in London, 
rector of, executor of Master Gedney, 

375. 
Abdy, Robert, proctor, 330, 331. 

Abin^rdon, Abendone, or Abyndon, ac- 
quittance of Abbot of, 53, 78 ; vicar 
of S. Helen's at, will not pay promised 
contribution, 383; letter to John, 
Abbot of, asking his influence at 
Rome to obtain confirmation of pri- 
vilege, 4^ 7 ; theft by servant of Abbot 
of, 558-9, 561 ; privilege procured for 
the University by Abbot of, 565. 

Acheley, John, proctor, 39^, 403-4; 
testimonial letter for, 400 ; purged 
of charge of murder, ibid. 

Achilles, Duke of Gloucester compared 
to, 204. 

Acquittance or release. See Eynsham, 
Oseney, Abingdon, Ampleford, Ste- 
phens, Rod net, Saundre, S. Alban's, 
Russell, Gildford, Beaufort, Bok- 
bynder. Carpenter, Collis, Dryell, 
Durham, Pershore, Queen's, Winton, 
Sever, Eggecombe, Kynwolmersche, 
Sampson, Spekyntone, Norland, 
Evelyn, Brow, Cowpcr, All Souls, 
Executors, Doll, Carpenter, Sampson, 
Tylor, Orel, Say, London, Vesey, 
Fecn, Hunt, Kempe, Wylkok. 

Aegypt, 33. 

Aeneas Silvius, opinion of, quoted, 568. 

Africa, begins to be known by books 
given by Duke of Gloucester, 204. 

Agarde, Doctor, letter to, on violation 
of privilege by, 669. 



Agent, 271. And see Messenger. 

Alban's, S. See S. Alban's. 

Alhon, John, testimonial letter for, 

242. 
Alcok, Simon, rector of West Tilbury, 

non.residence on benefice requested 

for, 2. 
Alderman. See Oxford city. 
Alexander the Great, the Duke of 

Gloucester compared to, 204. 217; 

pupil of Aristotle, 340; giving liberty 

to Athens the noblest action in the 

life of, 501. 
Alfred, King, 177, 348. 
Alianora, Duchess of Gloucester, 191. 
All Souls College, acquittance of, for 

rent of Tyngewick's Inn, 299; lease 

of tenement to, 306 ; acquittance of| 

378, 386. 
Almoner, the king's, claim of effects 

of a suicide by, 661. See Mayhew. 
Alps, the, 203. 
Amplefoid, Robert, guardian of Lincoln 

Chest, acquittance of, 197. 
Andegavia. See Anjou. 
Andevere, John, testimonial letter for, 

199 ; commended to Benedictine 

chapter, 200. 
Andrew, John, office of bedel asked for 

by the king, 334 ; and by the queen, 

336 ; resignation of Chancellor made 

through, 530; messenger of Bishop 

of Lincoln, 530. 
— Richard, testimonial letter for, 72 ; 

incorporation of, 463. 
Anjou, title of Duke of Bedford, 81, 

93, &c. 
AjKhyrch. See Abchurch, 
Apollo, oracle of, 173. 
Appeal, to Holy See, 77 ; to the king 

from the authority of the Chancellor 
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byridtoailawitadeDts, I34; caulioiia 
deponted for. by Richard EliUnoncJ, 
William Axium, uid Humphrey 
Httwatdyn, 393. 

Applrby or Appdby, uaminalioa to 
rectoiy of, 371. 

Aichebold, Richud, tKtimonial letter 

Archci, Court of, 18, 76, 77, 13a; 
citatioiu of scholan to, ue ■ violaTion 
of prirtlege, 539. ^« Suit, Priviicgc. 
H. HawBidayn, deaa of Cooit of, 
539- 

Aiderae. Robert, proctor, 50)1 

Ariiiode, works of, IrauiUted into Latin, 
ao3; Alciancier the (iieat. a pupil 
of, 340 1 Philip of Maccdon and, 
340. 499- 

Arocliffe or Anmclyffe, advowson of, 
given to Uniwrsicy College by Eari 
of North umber laQil, il^-aJ. 

Arnold, John, 45. 

Arthor. Piince, Idler of Ihe Univmity 
lo, 661 ; patronage ol^ IcBroing 1iy, 
661; aolicitioRice of gentleman bedel 
for John Slaoley, 666, 6(^7; at 
Bewoler. 667; and Kyushani, 667. 

Arts, itudy of the seven liberal, at 
Rome and in Greece, 81 ; arc Che 
sootce of national greatnesi, 53, j6. 
Si, 106, 107, laS, 609; cesDtiou of 
lectnrei in, 1)8: study of nearly 
eilincl. 94; revival ol, 114, 115; 
hindered bydiicotd, 115,118; discord 
the itepmolher of. I ij, 154: decay of. 
from iuipoveiicfaed condition of ihe 
country, 141; restoration of, by the 
DdIcf of Gloncester, 139; books ou 
Ihe » 

■alhcd by Henry V, 

lamenting lack 
of books on , and asking bclp to procure, 
i;i-j; iicgltL-t lo promote enuiuales 
caDsesdecayof,,i«Pcomotiiui;Chestof 
the seven arts and three philosophies, 
189; Faculty of, the first established 
at Oxford, most piivileged, fee paid 
to leccareis in, by grammar mastery 
jio; Kudy of, raises man above the 
beails, 139, 169 ; the light by which 

vemed, aiO. 391, 394; decayed con- 
dition of, 4J9 \ [cvival of, under 
Edward IV, 455, 

AtnnclyFfe. Stt Atncliffe. 

Amndall. John, citation of, 174, 

A^a, now known frooi the books given 
by Duke of Gltratrster, 204. 

Askeby, William, tcstimuuidl letter for. 



AsEh, William, diqiensalioD for. 1 46. 
Asshenden. John, 487 ; Ma^ant ud 

Atsheiun. Robert. 546. 

Aslone, John, citation of, 364. 

Athens, cnilnre of philosophy at, %\ : 
Orford and CsmbridgF compoicil la 
Athens snd Ljce<iacnioo, 157, I9>: 
lilKrty graoted to, by Aleaao^ff, 
500; parallel between Oifiwd Mrfi 

Attorney, appointed by the Universilj-, 

3ti. 
Atlwaler, W., commissary of BUhoji 

□f Lincoln, 656. 
Attwodc or It Wode or Wodde. 30*, 



Babyngton er Babyntone, William. 
130; Abbot of Bury S. EdiiilUMl*ii 
president of Benedictine order it 
England, letter to the Pope (be, 
371. 

Bachelor, title of maMer aot to U 
given lo. 6. 130 sqq. ; altempt to 
usurp title of maslet by, and dau- 
gerons dialurbaDGdcODEequent there- 
on, lelleiE to the Kmg. the Duke uf 
Gloucester, the Bisliop of London, 
Sslishury, &&. on the state of the 



Univi 



Miy, 1 



Bailif. Sit Oxford city. 
Baldeswell. Doclor, 488. 
Italliol-ball. 175; bequest by W. Col- 

lyng, fellow of, ibid. 
Bttlsall, Thomas, proclor, 304-7, 319. 
Banii-bmenl, of J, Kaynold, 143; of 

W. Mussilwyk, i6j; of M. Philipp, 

164 ; ol Agnes Welden, 486. 
Banke, Doctor, 678. 
iianks, , Rector of Lincoln College, 

661. 



145- 
Barel, Barelt or Barralt, Williflm. eoni- 

mendator)' letlcr for. 371: Tbomas, 

dearh of, deeply indebted to certaui 

chests, 679-9, 
Bamigham or Rimj-ngham, Richard, 

pructor. 611. 6k. 
Barn 



Birlelotle, Thonuis, goariliui of the 

Selioiic chea, 17s- 
B«nf>n, Richard, comtnendpii to the 

chapter of the BeDcdictJne ordec, 

Buwyle, John, testimonial letter for, 

'43- 
B&ile, invitation to the Univcraity lo 

lend members to allend tbe council 

•1. 7». 153- 

BusHI, William, 50. 

Bate, W«llcr, 43^. 

Bath and Wcllt, letter to Nicholas 
[^Ijnbwith], Bishop of. begging a^&iit- 
ance to build the new Theology 
Khaol, 9; letter lo dean and chB|>(<:r 

[Staftord], Kihopof, and Lord Chan- 
cellor, reqaeiteil to defend the privi- 
lege, 54, gfi, 108: John Kjug, a 
hmous preiober, commended 10. tioi 
requested to compel restoration of 
certnia money, 140; Iharilu Id, foi 
lending John Warthyll lo tbe Chan- 
crllur't Court, 14,1; reqoeiled 10 
compel payment of money enttuHcd 
to certain pcrtons, 14S: letters to, 
deiirlng a case to be remitted lo 
Iht Chancellor's Coort, 176, 115: 
[Thomas Bekmlooe] Bishop of, help 
of rri|ucsted, to oblain poueiiion of 
the Dnke of Ulouceiter's lieqaesl. 
318; executon of, tolicileil for a 
donaUon to Khool of Canon Law. 

J 77 ; Robert [Stillitigton], Bishop of, 

with the king. 39< ; help of, aiked for 
building school of Canon l^w, 480-1 : 
chai|-e of illegal praclicei bv, glj; 
lurking al Oitord, is requlied by the 
king to be snrrendeied. fiis. •116; 
Edward Willoughby tent by the king 
to f«teb. iiiJ.; Edmimd Hampden 
lent to fetch, 516; lefaici to go, 
fearing a»n«ination. 518; the Uni- 
versity dares not delain foe fear of ihe 
king, dares not lurrcndei for fear of 
tbe Charch, fii); bdmnnd Hampden 
and James Parker teni lo take, f 11 ; 
directions how lo take and keep till 
aAet Eoitei, jai ; icscne of by scbo- 
Inrsfeaied, JI7.5»'. 5'3- 

Bavmon, John, 176. 

Bayly, John, lettimoniil letter for, 3^1. 

— John, appointed earner of scholars' 
money, (Kc. 611 ; licence of, trans- 
ferred to William Bayly, 61 j. 

Beam-hall. Ser Boem-hall. 

Beouchamp, Richard, commended lo 
tbe Pope, J13; Biahup uf Salisbury. 
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caily training of E, Pole by, Irtler 
of the Unitersity to, asking to hive 
the completion of hii education, 
453-4 ; visit of, lo bring t. Pole to 
Oxford, 4,^7 ; anothei ttller, eapre"*- 
ing lonRidg of the Uiuvenity lot the 
visit, 461 ; wilt leclare In person at 
OxTord, 46,1 ; requests ini]orponilion 
of R. Andrew and licence of S. 
Browne, 463 ; gtalitnde of Ihe Uni- 
venity to, and commending Jnhn 
Taylor. 46.J, 471. 

Beaudeley, Set Bewdley. 

Ueaulon, Henry, Cardinal, Bishop of 
Winehesler, bequest of to Theology 
Bchool, ordinance for comniemorB- 
tion of, 166 ; benefaction by eaeculors 
of, Md.i lifty murks received ftxuA 

Bedel, inferior of tacnlty of Arts, pen- 
sion uf, 114; superior of Laivs, place 
of solicited by Ihe king and queen 
for their nominee rcfuseil, 334 6; 
two. W. Kelbeck and K. Wryte. 
deprived and imprisoned ; John 
Harrys, elected vice Koberl Wtyle, 
46,; 1 cilatiun of, lo Lord Chancsllors 
Court, J03; letter from Archbitliop 
of Canterbury on case of, 514; 
John Harrys tesigiu office of. 514 ; 
vacant place solicited by the king 
for Richard Dagenhall, 534; and 
again, office of yeoman beiiel for 
bdwatd Mortymei, 603 : and thai 
of genlleman bedel for R. Caxlon, 
603: R. S(«rke, 603 ; Thomas Hen, 
603 : importnoce of office of, and 
difficulty as to election of, 640; sued 
by a »er% ant of Sir R, Harcourt, 649 ; 
elcclian of, Causes much trouble, 
letters from the king, tbe queen. 
Queen Margaret, and Prince Arthur 
asking for Ihe office of gentleman 
bedel of divinity for their nominees, 
665-7 • Queen Margaret's candidate 
elected, 668 ; importance and dlstitic- 
tion of the office of. 677-8; interfer- 
ence with election of, 677-8. 

Bedel- er Bedyl-hall, ofTer by the Uni- 
versity to irarchase, soi ; lease of, to 
J. Carpenter, 307,311. 

Bedell, W., fijj. 

Bedlord, John. Duke of, letter* of Ihe 
University to, begging defence of 
privilege by. 53; for assistance lo 
pay lecluren. proi'ide books, and 
schools to leciure in. 81 ; for speedy 
fullilnKnt ol bis intention, 94; for 
his intelcit In behalf of Master T. 
Chace, 4.v.,ia4j fOifnlliluieat af his 
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promise to founil lectures. Io6 ; 
Gaspor, Duke of, requested by the 
Unlveisity to give timber foi lool' af 
S. M»iy'B Church, 601-3. 

Bedminityr, John, proctor, beiret of 
mettafie from Enrl of Wtrwick, 7. 

Bekct. T., profior, 33.^, 316, 3J8. 

Bem^sley, Thomas, proctor, J41. 

Bcneitid and Benctlictlnes. .S'ffS. Bene- 
dict. 

£eiief>clciT. S<t Besufort. Bretejn, 
Chicheley. Exeter, Kny^blley, Lich- 
field, Mcy, Glonccsltr, Soiiieiselt, 
Keen, ICempe, Heed, Suffolk. QDcen 
Maigiiiel,W>yiiflete. GiaanI, Knollr^, 
&C. Sa alia Libiaiy, Chest, Books j 
executors of, prayers for, 107. 

Beoel, Hugh. 41, 43; Robert, leiti- 
iconiftl letter for, 1 36. 

Benewell, Tbomai, letter commending, 
3"- 

ScDinond, Robert, one of B depntatioD 
to the Archbishop of Canterbnry, ». 

Berton, Thomas, 308, 3)1. 

fiertram, Mnarice, proctor, 410, 414. 

Bciton, Thomas, 381. 

Bcthsaida, ;i. 

Belhun, William, proctor, 410, 4I4. 

fieltyi, John, proctor, 4»o, 419, 413. 

iBevdley, letter of Priuce Aithu dated 
at. 667. 

Bewlcy. Robert, 97. 

Sieonnell, William, 141 
holar, fa 



Bi^bnry, . 
Eishiip5(;alc, 
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fal*tly accnsed of 



Mary's Hospital, 
sermons at, 4,14, 440, 

Blackman, John, guBriiian o( ' old Uni- 
versity ' Cbcsl, 17>;. 

Black monks. Stc S. Benedict. 

Boem- 01' Beam -hall, (ioi. 

Bakbynder, Agnea, acquiltaocc of, lot ; 
Walter, ibiJ. 

Bokelanii, T., reqnested to help the 
Uoiversity to obtain the books given 
by Che Duke of Gloucesler, and to 
send B copy of his will, iSj. 

Boket, Doctor, help to rebuild S. Mary's 
uked of, 574. 

Bokkyng or Bokking, William, proctor, 
jiJ. 514-6. 

Bonifaunl, Thomas, innuencc of, with 
the king solicileii. .187. 

Bononia, iocorjioratioQ o( graduates of, 

Itookbiniler «- liokhynder. Ste Bok- 

Books, money to purchase requested 
from Puke of He(iroid,Ki-2; gift of, 
by Duke ol (Jluucestcr, 114; be- 



queathed by Hciuy V, 151 ; (jreatbct 
of,i5i-j, 178, »<M-4, »t7, tit: pfrof 
no vols, by Duke of Cloucnter, 17;; 
indenture conlaining names of, 174- 
83: stated to be ■>9 volt., iftX; 
and, again, to be iiG vols., iifi', 
•even more vols, {pven by (he diilc, 
igS ; nine Tola. tDsincs g^iven) re- 
ceived from Duke of GloDceiler, 104: 
copy of Jmtfhus eivmi Inr Thomo 
KnoUe], citiien of London, ill. )>g: 
indenture ot names of 135 boaks com- 
prised in the tecontl gift of the Dnke 
of Gloucester, J32-7 ; J'keeda Ijor- 
lowed by ttie duke. 146 ; difficulty ip 
obtaining posiiesuoii of the books 
given by the Duke of Gloucester, and 
letters on the matter, to the IciEg, 
If: ; to J. Somersetl, 153, a6j, uA 
T. Bucklaod ; to W, Waynflclc. 
aEjS; to the Marqiicss of Suffolk, 
369--6a; 10 Lord Say, a6i ; to the 
Parliament, 194 ; to Bishop of Baili 
sud Wells, 318: the most durable 
memorial, 197, 19S ; begged for. ftcui 
executors, 177, iSr ; the weapocti of 
the soldier of the Church, iRi-i, »6: 
gift of, by Richard Rroun, aiial 
Cordone, 179 : duplicates urill be 
nselol, 1S6; Latin, beqocalbed by 
the Duke of Gloucester, >95-ti 
necessary for study of arts and uhtla- 
Sophies, 397 ; letter to 1-ords of 

books given by Duke ot Gloueeilfr, 



a the 



, 30' 



. the 



Bisliop of Ely, 
rirum of A. Ntckhara given by J. 
Somersetl, 309 ; other books pre- 
sented by the same, ,113; private 
collectors of, 318 ; gift of, by Ihichcsi 
of Suffolk, 316; an agent appoinled 
to collecl from persons who detain, 
3SS ; E'ff I'y John Whelhampsled 
of his rropinariuM, 373 ; gift of. by 
T. Graunt. 383, a<i7 : to the valne of 
five hundred markigiven by J.Tiptoft, 
EarlofWorcesler,390; ofWicliland 
Pecok, bQmt, 413; help of Bishop of 
Norwich asked to obl:iin posseKiioa 
of Ejirl of Wortesler's bequest, 3yi ; 
a bequest of thirteen \ol*. recovered 
from wrongful possessors, ^^i ; some 
valnnble, promi^d by Bishop of 
London, ,S33 ; ihirty-ore, and oue on 
merticine, given to library, J44 ; ijj 
vols, given to library by Doctor 
LiiihfieTd, >;k9. 

Boorlone or Builun, Ste liotlon. 

Uopar. Set Uoper. 



BonUl, John, 137. 

Borion, Robert, proctor, 553, 565; 
Doctor, invited to contribute to le- 
building of S. Mary's, 5S5. 

BourLhicr, Bourgchiere, Bourgchiei, er 
Uoiiq^ijieoitr, Thomu, 41, ^3, gg, 
101, no, 113, 114, 417; detailed 
statement of distar bail CO lent to, 141 ; 
degrees conferred upon, henerii 
causa, 460. Sec also ChanceUor, 
Worcester, Canterbury, 

BoartoD, John, testimonial tetter for, 

Bradl^h, Richaj^. proctor, 407-9, 
Brandon, Willinm. ptoctor, 6B, 76 ; com- 

mendc^ to the Abbot of Gloucester, 

91. 
Brah-yll, John, cited for non-payment of 

Ilniy, Sir Keginald, oflice of seneschal! 
or steward oflered lo, 616, 617; 
donation of furty marks to S. Mary's 
by,6ii ; pou'en of Knetchall dehned 
in cue ot 637-8 ; efficiency in offite 
and powerinT influence of with the 
king, 674: John, 4S7. 

Brenle, Jolm, testimonial letter for, 10. 

Brenon, John, dlation of, 474. 

Breteyn, John, letter of thanks to, fur 
his monilicent donation, 651. 

Brelher, John, proctor, 330, 331. 

Brew, M illinm, pioclor, 381. 

Brewer, Thomas, testimonial letter for, 
'95- 

Bristol BT Briitowe, church of S. Mary 
Kcdcliffe in. Set S. Mary KedclifTc. 

Btomis, Thomas, elected Bishop of 
Cbichester, letter lo the Pope lor coa- 
firtnation of, .^o. 

Bniun, Richard, <i;iar Cordone, iu- 
dentuic between the Univcisity and, 
179 ; gift of books by, ibid. 

Brouuynge, W., 9. 

Brow, Tilomas, acqaitionce of, 475. 

Browne, Stephen, licence in Am of, 
463 ; appointed agent to cullecl funds 
lo rcslote S. Mary's, 508 ; leller to, 
describing the dilapitlalGd state of the 
church, Ac., 50S-9 1 message from 
Bishop of Lichfield by, 571. 

Browne, Wbtaa, proctor, 984, 199, 
303- 



Brywer, William, citation of, 333. 
Buckingbain, Bishop of Lincoln at, 513. 
BockloiKL Stc Bokeland. 
Bokdeoc, letters of Queen Hargaiet 
dated at, 66g, 66S. 



Bulkelpy, Roger, Idler lo Cardinal 
Ursino for, 44; lo Ihc Pope for, 45 ; 
proctor, loi ; Robert, 316. 

Burgchiere. Set Bourchicr. 

Bnrgets. .Siv Oxford city. 

Burgeya, scnbe of the Univeraty, 647, 
654, 659. 669, 

Burgh, Benedict, testimonial letter for. 



Bnmeby, John, commended lo Bene- 
dictine chapter, soo. 

Burnell Chest, citation of guardian of 
lhe,Glo. 

BartOD, Robert, Cancellarius nalus, 349. 

Bury, N., luit of, against J. Ggrscch, 
'93- 

Bury ,S. Edmund's. See S, Edraond'a. 

Bygncll, Sir John, assistance lo rebuild 
b. Maiy'i asked uf, 574, 

Caen, Unireraity of, 433. 

Caesars, atalnes of in the temples. 456; 
kings of EngLod so styled, 644, (174, 
675 : Julius, founded a llbtiiiy at 
Rome, 1781 Duke of UIoucMler 
compared 10, 304 ; eiample of, quoted 
to Bishop of Lincolu, 67a. 

Calticy. Henry, 147. 

CalutUB or Kalistus. Sii Pope. 

Carobiiiige, 157, 151, 333 ; Oxford and, 
like Athens and Lacedaemou, the two 
eyes ot Greece, 157 ; lights of the 
world, 151 ; fees for yradnalion at, 
not lower than at Oxford, as alleged 
by the mendicant friars, 334. 

Camiiius, Bishop of Lincoln compared 
to. 477- 

Cammayn, Dionysins. testimonial letter 
lot, 434. 

Caiuuu or Cananye, the woman ol, her 
example, 46, loj, 370. 

CancelLarins natns, 191, 149, G93. Sie 
ChanceUor. 

Canon Law. Sti Law. 

Canierbury, letter to [Henry Chiehele] 
ArchbiiJio|] of, urging the necessity uf 
prumotinggta(luatei,lilettcrla,dc|ire- 
caling basty belief of ceitain plandcrs, 
11 ; desiring that suits which ought 
to be decided at Oxford may not be 
taken to other couns, 13 ; as president 
of Convocation, 15 ; letter of thanki 
to, for donation to theTheology school, 
31 ; defended by the University in a 
letter to the Pope, 31-34 ; letter lo, 
with proposed statutes for bii chest, 
(M ; another, asking his approval of 
draft of statute, 70-1 : letter lo, re- 
questing help, lo enable the University 
lo lend tcprescnlolins to the Conuul 




of Biile, 11-3 ; thanke lo, for fonnda- 
lion ot exhibitions nnd chesl, 7^-; ; 
Oidinajioc for the Chichele Chesl, 83 ; 
T. Colas commeDded lo, gji and J. 
Kyng, III ; Thomaa Gascoigne and 
JohoBort*!, )37;alsoThoniitfiCi>opeT 
ind Thomas l.ong, 138 : leitei to. oa 
dncitcd tlaleoftheUniveisity. conte- 
qaent on poverty of scholars and lack 
of promotioa of giaduam, I54~7> 
li: tier to, on csBeofW.Mkk^lwfk.164; 
■Dother letter to, urging igain the 
promotion of giBduates, 169 ; again, 
asking hii influence in Convocation 
with that object, 185-7, '" Promo- 
tion ; letter to, on the exaction of ex- 
cmive fees on graduation, 130. (John 
Slaflord] Archbishop of, letter of «on- 
giatulnlion To, on his ttanslalion, 138 ; 
complsiaing that a memtier of the 
Univciwly is being prosecuted in his 
court, j68-g ; Wiilianj Moreton eom- 
raeuded to,3io. ThoniBi|Ikiurdiier]. 
Archbishop of, letter to, encouraging 
bim to repress heresy, 337 ; letter to, 
and to the synod, on the languishing 
stale of the UoiTtrsily owing to failure 
of giadliales in obtaining promotion, 
3^9 ; another, to the same parpose, 
}h : commemonition of John Kenipc, 
Arehbishop of, and of Thomas Kempe, 
Bishop of London, 433, 440 ; Thomas 
Bourchier, degrees conferred opon, 
■ ■" -usa, 460; letter ■ 



on the case of a bcdelc 
503 ; letter from, to the University, 
reaisuriiig them on the subject of the 
bedel'scase.514; Idler to, asking his 
help to rebuild S, Mary's, J33 ; ex- 
pected opposition of, 10 confirmation 
of the privileges of the University, 
$■141 Lord Cfalncetlor, 559; letter of 
thanks to. for jirivilegea confirmed, 
ftci 560; exenioo of his aulborily 
nqnnted. to quell dialurbance, 606 ; 
elected Chancellor of Oxford, vice 
J. Rnitell, Cil ; letter to, offering 
thai office tOi 613 : letter from, bc- 
cvpting the oliice, 635 : the University 
CiH^^laUte themsclvei on the ap- 
pa^mrnt, fiifi ; refusal of, to take 
th« oath usnnl on admission to oifice, 
(18; leltct of, to the University on 
Ab wbjecl, 618; the Uuiveraity dis- 
)«nM with the oath, 6ig ; help of, 
aiketi to maintain the University in 
troMhK the king's demand for sur- 
nNiltlwl<.v>Uioofrciiders,63l ; great 



services of,in deiinin|r the powefiof Ac 

senescball. 637-8 ; donbthil modnt 
of certain sCatutcE, nfand to. 640; 
thanks to. for exemptiaa of the L^ 
versily Irom payment of icnlhs asd 
fineenths, 64J ; letlei to. on dlatiia 
of Doctor Koper to another oooit, 648. 
Henry (Deane}, letter to, on tMX id 
Alice Stow, by which the privilege is 
imperilled, 675 : i«ply of, 676-7. 

Canterbury, Prior of Christ Cbnrcb it, 
offer of chair of theology to, 650. 

Cartiinol. Std Chicheley. Beaufort, 
Ursino, Kemp^ Bourchier, See, 

Carelake, William, testimonia] Ictta 
for, 89. 

Cargut, Nicholas, testimonial letter lor, 
149. 

Carlylc, Henry, prosecuted byM.Colsy, 
403. 

Carmelite, a grace for a, 44. 

Carpenter. John, Cbancellor. 171: m- 
signalion of, 173; the king's diaplain, 
101 : lease of Bedel-ball to, 307, it I ; 
acquittance of, 318 ; Bishop of War- 
Carrier, appointed to convey scholan' 
money, Bic, 61 1 ; licence of. tiaB»- 
fened, 615; testiinoDy lo choncta 



a6K. 

Casley, Peter, proctor, 537, 544, 

Caslel, John, Chancellor of the Ud- 

''^fsity. S. 'S: letter to, on building 

of the newTheology school, j; ageol 

at York for promotion of gndoates, 

Cosweli, John, 487. 

Cat-ball, recently bnill. 304, 378, 386. 

Catiline, 673. 

Cai-street, lease of tenement in, 305,306, 
307. 

Caunton. See Cawntone. 

Cawntone, Richard, 7] ; teattmonial 
letter for, 93 ; presents a letter to ^ 
Pope, aa.v 

Coxton, Robert. 604. 

Cellarer, Thomas the, Br Thomaa of the 
aeler, 558, jSt. 563: ifaefl by, it 
Augustine priory, and Utter from the 
king respecting case of, 558, 561. 563. 



of Durham, 41, 41, 44, 4^50> 
S'> 54. S^. fS-fio, 61 ; eletlcd 
Bishop of Meslb, Icltcr lo the Pope 
asking for contirmatiuii of, 103-5 i 
deputation lo Uukc of GlQuccitei, 
136, 3J7, 1+6. 

Chamber, Robert, 559, gGt, 503. 

Chancellor, of the Univeraity. J. Castel, 
J ; one of > UepotalioD to the uouncil, 
11; md to the ArchUsbop of Canter- 
bury, 1 3 ; and to the Bishop of 
Winch«iter, 141 and to the executors 
of J. Wbylynton, t4; causcof.against 
the dty wilt be maintaiiutd by tbe 
Univenity, 40, 41, 43 ; T. Chace, 
aodil of accoonts of, 43, 49. 51 ; debt 
("'it'E '"i 59s ^- Kyroer, GS, 76, So, 
B'l ^3i 95i io< > Tboman BonrcbJcr, 
103,110,113-4: sentence of injinlion- 
menl by, resisted by scholars, 134; 
John Carpetild, indenlnre between 
self and pioclon and K. Fedei, [71 ; 
Tetignation of office by, 173; John 
Noituu, 173; Joha ilurbach (lau- 
ttllarius Hotu]), ii)i ; Richard Rider- 
huii tr Koiherharo, 19); W. Grey, 
104; Henry Sever, 114: necessity of 
the offiL-e of, 337 ; Thomas Gai* 
coigne, reiignatioa of office by, from 
insufficient means to snpport, 148 ; 
Robert Bunon KnalMi), 149 ; Gilbert 

Kymer, )66; George Nevyl, 317, 
33S.37*; Thomas t1iaundler,34l-3, 
346, 363; GroTgc Nevyl, 368; T. 
Chflundler, 399 ; (teedom of election 
of, 400. 406-10, 414, 410, 411-3; 
collettion of tenths by, resisted, 4J4, 
417. 43». 436-8, 440, 443, 449, 
4jt ; lioDcl ^^'idewyl, 451, 464, 467, 
4;l ; register ofthe, 47a, 474-5, 482, 
485 ; Bishop of Duiham, 489 ; John 
KuascU. Bishop of Lincoln, 501, 50S, 
JiO-i. f'3. h". iH-l ; difhcnlty as 
to election of, 518 ; resigns and is re- 
elected, ,;i8, S30, S37. 544, 5S3. Sf 5 ; 
power to confei miour oiders, and 
grant licence lo preach, rconestcd for, 
564. 567. 585, 593, 600, 60J. 6.0-a, 
G15 : resignation of, 618-ij ; the king 
desires postponement of election 






618-a 



into the king' 
6187 6ji; Iwonominated, 614 j John 
Morton, Archbishop of Canteibniy, 
elected, fiai; accepts office, Q15 ; 
Tefases the cuHomaiy oath, 618 ; 
and it excused, 619 ; letter to, on 
threatened violation of privilege by the 
king, 631, 639-4'; constillcdonbcnsc 
ofsta(ulesastaelcctionofbedel,640-3, 



ZX. 69s 

646,648; William Smythe, Bishop of 

Lincoln, 654-6, 659, 665, 677, 685. 

Chancellor, Court of, privilege of, 13, 

47 1 debtor returned 10, from the 



olherconnslban, 145,176. Siealst 
Suit, Privilege, Scholar. 

Chancellor, of Diocese of Exeter, 362. 

Chancellor, the Lord, and Court of, 
John [Stafford], Bisbop of Bath and 
Wella, 96, 106, III, 140, t43, I4S, 
158-9, 161, 115: John [Kempe], 
Archbishop of York, 187 ; Karl of 
Salisbury, 332; George Nevyl, bishop 
of Eictei. 362, 364, 366 ; Robert 
[ Still ington], Dishop of Bath and 
U'ells, 394; ThomoB iRolhcrhani], 
Bishop <if Lincoln, 444, 491-1, 496. 

Chautty, founded bybdtvardlV, nomma- 
liuD to, by the Univendly, 468; the 
priest appointed shall be at liberty 
to reside in Oxfoid tu give lectures, 
469, 471 : R. Elyot pceicnied 10, 
479; resignation o(, 490; R. Pevcsey 
piescmed to, 490; vacancy of, notified 
by the Dean, 507. 

Cb.ipcl Royal, W. Dudley, Dean of, 
401. 

Chaplain, of the University (also lib- 
rarian), 190, 106; John tilijunei, 
178; Stephen Tylot, 3O8. 

Cbapleyo.TbomBi, prokcculcd in Arch- 
bishop's Court, ]6S-9. 

Chartiscy. Sn Cheitsey. 

Channdler, CbHwndler, or Sdiawndlere, 
Thomas, Chancellor, 341-3, 346, 

363, 399, 401-4, 406-10, 414, 430, 

4)3-3, 4l8^,, 43J, 436-8, 440, 44J, 
44* 46'; bean of Herefonl, 51*1; 
invUc<]tohclpinrebnildineS. Mary's, 
581. 

Cberet, Henry, testimoDial letter for, 
37- 

Chertsey, Chnrchscy er Chartesey, letter 
from Henry VII at, 517, 531. 

Chest, copy of statutes of the Chichele, 
sent to the Archbishop, 66, 70 ; abuse 
of funds of, III Citation ; death of 
guardianlndebtedto,678. J'r^Bumell, 
Chichele, Chichester, Oauvers, Exeter, 
Feen, Five Keys, Foar Keys, Gild lord, 
LangtoQ, Lincoln, Old University, 
" ■ Sellon, Seven Aru and three 
, hiea, Vatighan and Hoiy, 

-hester, the bishop of, nominaled by 
the king to the office of Chancellor, 
634. 



pbllosophiei 
Warwick, V 



Cbcstre, Richard, 79 ; testimonial k 



^ 



3 the Abbcn 



for, Bo; comtDeoded 
of Syon, Hid. 
ChcityrfcM, John, 45. 
Cbichele er Chichlcj, Henty, Arch' 
bishop of Canlerbaiy, cbnt and uc- 
bibltiont founded by, ste Cuitethury ; 
oniia«nce for chc« of. 66, 83-SQ ; 
coiDmcmoratioDof, 66, S3,8g; receipt 
of mooey br guardians of chest of, ^o 1 . 
Chicheiter, eleelion of Thomni Bromii 
10 Biahopncli of, 50 ; conlinnBtion of, 
•olidled, ibid. ; Simon [Sidenham], 
Biihop of. letter to, commending 
John Kyng, 141 ; Richard [Pmly], 
Bishop of, letter to, on vacsncy of 
ChaocsUorship, J37 ; (Adam Mo- 
Iin»] Bishop of, letter toexecnlore of, 
■(king for books all«red to hnve hcea 
omued, l^t-] ; John [Anuuioll], 
[bop of, letter to, humbly reqaeM- 
iPi; pxymenl of hii debt, }fi9, 376 ; 
R. Ptcok, Bishop of, heretical works 
of, baiBt. 41 3 ; John Langton, Bishop 
of, founder of the LaiigtAn Chest, 107. 
Chipman, T., 363. 
ChorchseT, Stt ChcrtBcy. 
CItyrine,John, teMiinoni>lletterfoT,367. 
Ciceio, »40, J45, 351, 153. 349, 411, 
443. 447, 481, S'S, S'9. 588. 6J6, 
668, 670, 67J. 
Cissoii, T., dted to appear in Arch- 
bishop's conrt, 6a<;, 636. 
Citation, of J. Bratyll, »:»r of John 
Arnndnll, guardian of Lanj>ton Chest, 
374 ; of W. Wylham, exccntor of 
agnardisD of a chest, 175 ; of Richard 
B«e, 31s ; of John Spekvntone, 317 ; 
of Joho Nyman, 3l!i, 316: of William 
Towne, 318; of Henry Hraoces, 333; 
of William Brywer and Richard Mer- 
•chall,33j; of William Corker, 334; 
of John Astone, 364 ; of JiAn Smyth, 

376; ofjohn ,380; of Abbot of 

£yaiham,399; of Michael Colay (for 
breach of privilege), 403; of Joho 
Keel, 449; of John CBrtmcll,4go; of 
John Brentone, 474 ; of bnac Cusake 
mndDenysTu]ly,4Ss! ofH.Kyrkal. 
fiio; of Richard Gardinareand Hugh 
Bnuy, 6<i5 : of John Ganune, 677. 
Su aim Snit, Prifilcge. 
Ciiation/form of, forgnacdiani of chetti, 

3'4' 
Citiien. Set Oxford dty. 
Civil Law. Stt Law. 
ClaydoD, Thomas, proctor, 659. 
Clement, Vincent, testimonial letter for, 



w 



"49- 

Colas, T., proctor, deputed to Aidr 
bishop of Canterbury, a, 10, ;>; 
tdtimonial Ictlet for, ga-3. 

Colay, Michad, dtatiOD of, 403. 

ColdaIe,John,eitecutorof N. Hyama, 
471 ; eiculpntion of, i/aj. 

Collector, the Pope's, John de Giglii. 
leignesled lo obtaiii from the Po(* 
power for the University to conici 
minor olden, and give licence to 
preach. 5*4, 567, 

College. Sti University, Balliol, 
Mcrton, yueen's, All SouU, Oiid. 
Mngdalen, Lincoln ; ste also Hall or 
Inn; exisleoce of, Ihrealened by pro- 
posed remmplion of lands, 187-94; 
great stimulus to education frtnn or 
dowmcots of. )87-Q4 ; buiefacticoi 
to two, by Henry VI, 348. 

CoUii, William, gcardinii of the Qneen'i 
Chest, 7a 

CoHyng, Richard, becjuest of to Selloac 
Chest, 175: fellow of IJalliol bjll, 
Uid.; William, proctor, 15. 



S, 656. 



. 5'E. 564. i9fi. 



idminisler oath. Sit 
Oath. 

Commonalty. Set Oxford city, 

CompoundeTB, fees from, assigned to re- 
payment of Danvers Chest, 37J. 

Confirmation of biihop elect, po, 103. 
Set Bromis, Chace, &c. 

Congregation.decreeof.lodcfeDdofificirs 
of the Univeraity in resisting the 
Mayor and his subordinates, 40; 
Mayor and officers apjiear before, 4J ; 
votes of lo be independent, ,135. 

Conowr, Maurice, svc 



:, Conncil of, 33. 

Constitution, provindal, not obeyed, 1. 
See Promotion. 

Conventre. See Coventry. 

Convocation, of clergy in London, 
Ictlfr lo, condemning the ducltiiies 
of W. Russell, 15 1 help of. asked to 
Bend a depntatioo to the Council of 
Blsle,7'.'S3; letter lo, complaining 
of the empty state of the Univer^ty 
owing to want end poverty of stud cnu, 
'5J-4: letter to Archbishop of Canier. 
bury and, p'aying lor promotion of 
graduates, 169; two letters td Arch- 
bishop ol Canterbury and, begging 
' ■■ — of tin: provincial coiuiti- 



tnCion, 11)5-7. Sel alio Pramolion, 

Ptorincial const itDIi on. 
Convocation House, old library over, 

deiks and seals of, tnuuterrcd to new 

school of Canon Law, 556. 
Cooper, Thomas, i j8. 
Cope, John, anh-Prior of AnguEtinc 

l-rianatU>ford. 561. 
Copleslone, Thomas, proctor, 34^ 
Cordons, Kictutrd, aiiat Broan. See 

Cordova! 557- 

Corker, W., citation of, 3J4- 

Cornwall, scholars of. Set Scholar. 

Corps, William, alias Parker. See 
Parker. 

Corte, William, proctor, 371. 

Council, the king's, letter to, b^ing 
thai peace may be restored in tbc 
Univetsilr, 11: letter to, respecting 
tlie heretical doctrines of W. MeltOD, 
of Ihe order of S. Francis, ,15 ; to the 
king and, on the privilege of the 
University, 47 ; of Constance, 33 ; of 

Mile, ^i-l, 153. 

Conperr or Cowper. See Cowper. 

Cunrt. See Chancellor, Suit, Arches, 
University, Privilege. 

Courtney, Peter, Dean of Exeter, of Uni- 
versity of Padua, admitted ad eumlim 
gradun,^^\: bishop of Exeter, 497 ; 
piolection of, solicited, ibid.\ assist- 
ance ol, asked, to rebnild S. Maty's, 
537- 

Courtyi er Curies, Stephen, Prior of 
Angntlinc Kriats at Oxford, jsy. 561. 

Coventre, ThomAS, Mayor of Oxford, 
43, 43- 

Covtnliy, letter from Henry VII at, 
S»3- 

Coventry and LicbHeld, ^^'illuun [Ha- 
woithj, Bisbop of, letter of thanks to, 
forfavouriito(JhriitopherKnollyi,9>^l 
■gent in diocese of, appointed, 971 ; 
John [Halse], llishop of. assistance 
of, asked, to rebuild S. Mary's, 569- 
71; Prior of, help asked of. lor 
S. Mary's, S7yi eiecuiots of Hishop 
of, invited to contribute to some object, 

ihid. 

Cowley (near Oxford), a prostitute takes 
reluge bom the proctor at, ^53. 

Cowper or Coupere, Kobcrt. bcaier of 
letter*, 176-377 ; acquittance of, 305 ; 
■npervisorof the building of Ihe Theo- 
logy school, 31 1 ; release of executors 

CmcoQthorpe.Thomai, jiroctor, 64 1 .64 j . 
Crctton, Kyrton nr Kirton, Edmnnd. 
Sea Kinon. 



EX. 697 

Crosse, John, 3i. 

Crowton, William, proctor, 143. 

Croiby, John, letter for, sup[)orting hil 

application for assistance, 19; tati- 

monial letter for, 93. 
Cnnet. See Courtys. 
Cnsog ar Cusnke, Isaac, teslimonial 

letter for, 401 ; berttical leaching of 

ill diocese of Dublin, and cilalioa of, 

485. 

Dagentitil, Richard, the king asks office 

Ofbe<l.lfor,5i4. 
Dagea, Tbeobald, teslimonial letter for. 

Dale, Robert, proctor, 6jl, 637, 

DaoeiB, Thomas, 4,) r. 

Daiiet, Tbomas, prosecution of, 370; 

letter to Archbishop of York for, ibid. 
Dan vers Chest, repayment of loan, 37 a ; 

roismaaagement of, 474. 
Donycl, VMlliam, proctor, 179, iSo. 
Darbe, Edward, proL-tor, 659. 
Darlington, Richard I'ytlon, Dean of, 

300 i Master of University College, 

David, Henry VT compared to, 30a. 

Diivid, Walter, 45. 

Davids, S. See b. David's. 

Davys, John, proctor, 386, 398; Richard, 
proctor, 611-11. 

Degrees, confusion of, and usarpalion 
of, lee bacbelor, Mas:er, University ; 
deprivation of, iia; fees for, 130; 
hoHBris lama confeired on I.ioncl 
Widville. 448; and Tbomas Bonr- 
chier, 460. See aisa Courtney. 

Demosthenes, 341. 

Deprivation, of doctor's robes, 161 ; of 

Deputation, appointment of, to rciieive 
money, 435-6; to administer oath, 
let Oath. 

DeTcham, letter to Prior of, for help to 
rebaild S. Mary's, 1193. 

Derlynton. Sie Darlington. 

Devonshire, scbolats of. Ste Scholar. 

Dispensation, M, 14!;, 149-50, 40J, 497, 
507,614; with oalh of L'banccllor.fiig, 

Divinity, election of gentleman bedel 
of, 665-8. Sti Theology. 

Diibbys, R., ageni at York for promo- 
tion of graduates, 170. 

Doll nr DoUe, lohn, 308, su; book- 
binder, sale of pledges by, 330. 

Dorset, Marquess of, executor of Car- 
dinal Iteaufoit, j65 \ sons of, sent to 
Oxford to be educateil, Gio. 

Downc, K(%er, testimonial leltet for, 
38. 



DowMm »r Dowsjn, William, wsli- 
moniat letler for, gt, g^, loi. 

Dm, Thooiiu, proctor, 641-3. 

Drewe, Kalph, convpys books iioni the 
t>ake of Gloaccilet, 177-9, '3^- 

Drjell, John, cieculor of R. Cowpet, 
■cquitlance of, ,111. 

Dnblin, leltei to Dean ind Chapter of 
S, Pslrick'l.st, coni mending Philipp 
Nonejrs, 1151 lettei to Riohsril, 
Arclibiihop of, GOmmendtng Pbilipp 
Nofreys, 135; letlet to Archbishop of, 
commending Hear? Caldey, 147; 
Michael, Airchbishop of, lesllmonial 
leller for, 370 ; letter to Archbishop 
of, retjaesting thiil citation may t^ 
served on two heielical preachers, 

Dudley, alias Sntton, Willitm, lettei to, 
atJcine his protection, 387 ; L>ean of 
the CDapcl Royal, digprtuation with 
attendance of, 4O] : Chancellor of the 
Uaiversily, 489 ; help asked of, to 
rebuild S. Marjr't, 611: Richard, 
testimunini letter for,6S7. ^trf Sutlon. 

mlnliter the oath to the Chancellor 
elect, 6,';7. 

Durbam, Thoauu [Langleyl, Bishop of, 
letter to, asking help lo bcild Theo- 
locy schfKil. 41 : thanks to, for con- 
Iritmlion, 55; RobeittNeviU].Biihop 
of, letler to, announcinj; election of 
John Norton to be Chancellor, 171 ; 
WiUiara [Dodley], bishop of, Ic.ter 
to, asking his interest with the king, 
415 ; elected ChanoEllor of the Uni- 
Tcisity, 489 ; letter to, 
his ele>.tion, 490; oalb 
to, by commission, 490. 

— Prior of, one of Ibe presidents of 
the ISenedictine order, acquiltuice of, 
61. 



ended lo ihe 



Ebchester, William, 1 

Beoedlclinc Chapter, aoo. 

Edmonde, Thomas, messenger with 
letters to the king and others, 360. 

Edmund, Duke of Somerset, executor 
of Cardinal Beaufort, 166. 

Edmnodis, John, guardian of the 
Chichele Chesl, 50a, 

Edward III, privilege enUrged by, 348. 

Edward IV, 371; fttvoor of, solicited 
through friends at coott, 387; con- 
gmtulaled by the University OQ his 
littorie:) and re^totalion lo the throne, 
395; conhrmnlion of privilege by, 



3p6; thanks to, for bi^ 
bvonrs 10 the University jh' ■ 
generally, 400 ; zeaX and vig(>Li .a 
lepnsiiou of heretics by, 4M-I!: 
letler to. in defence of T, Smjti. 
falsely accused of heie3V,4if ; opul 
devolioo of, lo the Chnn^, ifaV.; 
letlet to, on collecting of leolfB 
by the Chancellor, a new aad ginl 
bardca, 4141 beantifiU buildings by, 
446 ; the University nits pemus- 
sion of. lo employ workmen, AtJ,; 
education of chil<frcD of, 455; inia 
to, asking that his nephew, E. Pole, 
may be edncaled at Oxford. 4$i^-A; 
letter to, driirecsting hiv anger, SnJ 
defendiDg the recent electioii of a 
bedel, 4651 improvement in stale of 
the Unitersity under, 4^,4, 467, 47S; 
endowTneut of chantry by, 468, 479; 
repression of rebellion b^, 4^4: caa- 
hdeoce of, in the Univienity, aWL: 

E. I'ole and Stanley TtiTTuWrrt M 

(he Univeisily by, 484. 

Edward, Prince, invited to accept tbc 
title of ' DelJeuder' of the Univcni^i 
339- 

Edwards. Slephea, residence of u re- 
gent dispensed with, 497. 

Egcumbe, Joanna, cited to Aiichbiihop^ 
court, in violalioD of privilege^ 669, 

Eggccombe, Juhu, acquittance cif, 146. 

Egtisbfeldc, Thomas, proctor, 6], 

Ekys, John, proctor. 311, 31 j. 

Ek. Counter of Warwick. Stt \Sv 

Eland, Thomas, 56. 

Eliiabelh, Queen of Henry VII^ 
bition to Henry ilauic by, and letli 
from and to. £94-6 \ asks 
of bedel for J. Frcloo, 666. 

Elkyn, Thomas, stonenuuon, 

of agreement with, for buildiog 
Theology school. 191. 

Elthaui, lettei from Henry VII at, 
604. 

Ely, Philijip [Morgan], Bishop of, letter 
to, asking bim to defend tlie prin- 
'^E='i5i Thomas [ Hon rchier], Bishop 
ot, letter to, asking his influence lo 
get possession of Ihc books Biiea 
by ihe Duke of Gloncesti 
John [Morton]. Uishop of, letter toy 
asking that his nephew may come 
to be edncaled at Uxfoid, 459 ; letter 
to, asking his good offices with Ih* 
king, in the matter of the election of 
bedel, 465 : assistance of, soliciMd' 
in building the school of Canon tjtw^ 
480: letterlotheKmgLRichatdlll],, 



eahi- 



I 



implorinc tus mercy foe. 494 ; John 

t.Meock] Bishop of, letter to, asking 
IS help rebuild S. Mary's, 535 ; 
another leltci to, on the Hunc nibject. 
585. 
Elyot, Robert, proctor, 363; presented 
to Cbantryof WinilEOr,479; lesigna- 

Ely», John, 44. 

Embrooclf, S., testimonial letter for, 
5»3- 

En<lo<inneiit, of lectares by the Duke of 
Gloneester, 107; of University Col- 
lege, by gift of advowion ofAniclilte, 
lec Amtliffe ; of colleges by Henry VI, 
and threatened ' remmplion ' ol lands 
by Farliamenl. 187-94 ; a great at- 
ttactioo to Muftenn. and disutrouK 
elTect of loss of, 187-^4 : of Hd- 
ward IV, by fonndalion of Chantry at 
Windsor, 46S, 479; of theological 
lecture by Qaeen Margaret, 64-;-6, 

Endyrby, William, recommended to the 
University, 183. 

England, reraole silualion of, J03 ; 
Cbnrch of, in danger from Uck of 
educaled clergy, 1,^5-7. 

£r1e, Hcnnr, asher of the grammai 
school of the Collie of Eton, 507 ; 
leller to tbe University from Henry 
VII, asking dlspenuition tor, ibid. 

Esther, 338. 

E«tmonde. Richard, 393; proctor, 407 -<]. 

bloo. William Wavnflete, piovoat of, 
as8 ; Henry Erie, naber of, 507. 

Eugenini, Pope. See Pope. 

Evelyn, John, supervisor of building of 
Theology school, acquittance ot, 304. 

Evesham, letter to Abbot of, asking 
help to rebuild S. Mary's, 599. 

Eachcquet. encroachment of ofliciali of, 
in collecting of 'lenllu,' 434; com- 
plaint of the University to the king, 

Excommnnicalion. of Philipp Norreys, 
ijS, 16] 1 for non-payment of fee 
for licence, 112; for miicondact, 

Eaecniors, set Acquittance, Beaufort, 
Collyng, Coventry, Chichester, Glou- 
cwter, teen, Hoiiand, Gedncy.Lord, 
Cooper, Letuce, V\' bylyngton, Balh 
and Wells, Coventry and lidifield, 
HyensoB, Shirryntonej eicnlpalion 
of, by the Univenity, 471 ; letter to, 
asking for books, iSl, 381 ; of bene- 
bclora, prayers for, 307, 377; of 
guardians of chests, dted to give 
•tcooiit, 375. 
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Eietcr Chest, ordinance for, 305-8. 

Eictcr College, 316, 439. 

Exeter, Edmond [Lacey], Bishop of, 
letter to, soliciting promotion for 
W, BTonnynge,9; Uean and Chapter 
of, aid of asked for building Theology 
school, 3li;let[ertoGishopof,thBnking 
him for promotion of John Snetesbam, 
1741 G. Nevyl, Bishop of. Chan- 
cellor, 335 ; letter to, 363 ; letter to, 
apologiiiog for miaconduct of certain 
nicmberE, 365 ; letters 10, ondisliessed 
condition of the University and per- 
secution by the town, 364-6 ; Petet 
Conrtney, Bishop of. congratulation 
of, from the University, and rcunest 
for protection by, 497 ; [Richard 
Foxj, Bishop of, help of asked to 
rebuild S. Marys, 537. 

Exeter, John, Duke of, his chest, 
ioS-8. 

Exeier, Poler Courtney, Dean of, 
44T : Lionel Wydville, Dean nf. de- 
grees cooferred npon, henaris laitlS, 
««. 

Exhibition, of H. Chlcheley, Archbishop 
of Canterbary, 74-5 ; of Waller 
[Hart], Bishop of Norwich, 391 , 543 ; 
of tbe t^een (.Eliialieth), to Henry 



Enyihajn, Eoeyaham, Enen- 
■ham, Encsham, Elnsuham, Enshom, 
Abi>ey of, annual acqulltance of, jy, 
5J, 60, 68, 7'', 101, '»4, 14s. I47i 
160, 170, 171, 191. 191, 199, JOS, 
3)8, 939, 133, 349, 15a, 961, 180, 
'84, 199. 303. 309. 3". 3'5. 3'8. 
3»5. 3^7. 338. 330. 33' 3.14. a.l*- 
34I1 341. 346, 3fti, 351, J63, 364, 
3^7-9. 371. 37». 374-6. 3B0, 38J, 
386, 393- 399- 403-S. 4O7-'0. 4"4. 
430, 413. 418, 433, 443, 44U, 4ii, 
467. 47s, 48J, 497, SOI, 50a, saj, 
5M. S"6. S37. .'.44. S.'3. 56s. SB'S, 
fyj, 601, 610-13, 61s, 631, 637, 
6.19-43- 649« 6si, 653, 6ii4, 6.^9, 
68j; Prince Arthur at, 667, 671,673, 
677; projierly of, in Oxford, 305; 
Abbot of, cited to S. Maiy'i for arrean 
of annual pension, 39(1. 

Faculties, are five. Cnnon and Civil 
Ijw, Medicine, Arts, Theology, bt- 
Hda Grammar, 13O; Arts most pri- 
vileged, 3 10. 

Farlty, John, scribe of the Uaiversily, 
I rwrt, jfit no/*, 367,371. 

Feasts, at inception, 49, 
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ffeder, Kobert, eoorfian of the GiW- 
foTdChest,scquittanccof,68: Fellow 
of Queen'i H&Il.acqnittaace ardebt of, 
to the Chincelior aoii prodore, 1 71. 

fiecn or Fecnn, Hugh, beqiiesl of, 555 [ 
acqailtatice of eiecnlots of. foi £. 



thnm, Q14; and recovered by W. 

Warehaio, q. v.; re-estnblishment of 

chest of, 6gj-i. 
ffelniyngIiam,Clirmcnl,testiinoQial letter 

for, a 18. 
ffciiiandi, Pedro, testimonial letter foi, 

reins, Bishop of, letter to, for W. 

Caldey, 147. 
tktaji, Thomas, teatimonial letter for, 

Fenara. Sit BSsle. 

Filleenths. Sec Tenths. 

Fines, tor not iuceptiag, 66, 140; of 
jirnardian of chest, iij^. 

iffitihcrbert or ffiithetbeid, necutor of 
Bishop of CoTEntiy and LidiHelil, 
inviled to contritmle to repair of 
S, Mary's, 570. 

Fitjlingh or htihnge, Robert, 146. 

Filijames, ftytijamys, or fBtbijameB, 
John, chaplain of the University, 
ajS; Richard, proctor, M^-6: en- 
trusted with books for the UDiver»(y. 
533. .^39i 5+', 548; mediation of, 
with Dr. HoO{ly and ihe Bishop of 
Winchester, 5.C3-4; the king's chap- 
lain. 558: bearer of books given by 
the Archdeacon of Middlesex. 560, 
563 ; one of the eomraissioncrs to 
sdminiEilcr the oath lo Chancellur 
elect, 6j7; ninety poiiods delivered 
to the Universily by, 638. 

fflemyng, Robert, proctor, 171, 

Forster, T., Archdeacon of S. Paul's, 
lindtedtohelp in rebuilding S. Mary's, 
59'- 



ffoslE 



■157. 



Fountains or ffuntens, letter lo the 

Abbot of. for help lo rebuild -S. 

Mary's, iiyi. 
ffi'aiiceys. Henry, Guardian of the Gild- 

f(j(d Chest, citation of, 333; W., 

proctor, aig. 
Franciscan. See S. Francis. 
ftiaiiL-o, Peter, testimonial letter for, 

404, 
ffranke, Richard, testimonial letler for, fi. 
fTrankvlen, William, bailif of the city, 

4". 43- 



ffrannce, Hugb, testimonial leite fa, 

3,u. 
Frederick. King of the Romans, IrtW 

to, on unity of the Cfanrcb. i>6. 
ffrenshippe, John, presented to Chanuj 

of Windsor, 506. 
fftirtloDc, Denjs, lestiiDomal letter for, 

a83. 
Friais. See Franciscan . Angrmint, 

Mendicant, &c. 
I'ridrswyde. Sei S. Frideswyde. 
ffrocttcf, Edmutid, proctor, 50J- 
fiunlens. Sre Fountains, 
Fyicharc, Antony, proctor, 6»l, 637. 

Gagnine, Robert, superior of the order 
of the Holy Trinity for Ihe redemp- 
tion of eapdves, letter of, to the 
University, 505, See Trinity, 

Gaaime, Jolui. citation of, 677. 

Cardinare, Richard, citation of, 655. 

Gascoigne, Thomas, testimonial letter 
for, llS, 137; remarkable seimon (7, 
ibil. ; letter to Archbishop of Can- 
terbury for, 137; leller lo the kii^ 
in praise of character and merits o(, 
147 : resignation of chancellorship 
hy, i*iif. 

Casoai, Dolce of Bedfoid. See Bed- 
lord. 

Gaalt, the, liteiBtute introduce*! unoog. 

Gaunt, Simon, snit of, 649-so. 

Gedney or Gedegney, pelitjon of Uni- 
versity to csecutors of. 175, ij-y. 

Gelyldd, Thomas, proctor, 60. 

Genoa, Michael de Cermanis, of the 
Univer-itv of, 558. 

Gentleman bedell 336, See Redd. 

Gerraanis, Miiihael de, testimonial letter 
for, S58- 

Germyn, John, testimonial letter for, 
30S, 

Giglis, John de. the Pope's collcclor, 
IclLer of the Univeisily lo, 5&4 ; 
answer from, f 67. 

GItdford Chest, acquittance, 45, 6S, 
6() ; sale of plcdgfs of, 330-1 ; cita- 
tion of guardian of, 333, 

Glastonbury, Nicholas, Abbot of, letter 
to, in commendation of John Spefcyn- 
tone, 117; Iclterlo Abbot and Chapter 
of. to the same efiect, 1 17-11!: to 
the Abbot of, invited to help in re- 
building S. Mnri-'s, .i7S. 

Glentworlh or Clentworth. See Clent- 

Gloucesler, Humfrey, Diifce of, letter 
lo, on Ihe heresy of W. M.hoil, 35; 
title of, as Count of Ilaiiiaull, llol- 



bnd. Zcaknil, Sic, ibid.; leltcr of 
thinks to, At ; lelCci to, prumisiiij; 
reforms deitred by, 64-j ; Idler to, 
bceging hU good oflicca wiih the Lord 
Chancellor to Mop proceediogs in 
Conit of Arches. 76-7 ; letlex to, b^- 
ging for bu interest in behalf of T ■ 
Chicc, 105: let tei to, asking hisBnpport 
of application to the Duke of Bt dford, 
83 ; letter to, begging for foundation 
of lectures, 107 ; letter to, aiking 
him to defend the privilege, no; 
iDflucnce o^ with the Benedictines, 
77~H ; letter to, thanking him for 
gill of books and money and defence 
of the privilege, 114; revival of ails 
and philosophies by, ibid. ; aid of 



bacbelora, iij-i6j infloence of G, 
Kyrner vrith, loliciled with the same 
object, 116; letters to, on the dii- 
turbed slBle of the Universily, owing 
to the attempted umrpation of the 
title of ma«er, 119-133! leller to, 
reqaexting him to enforce ohedieace 
of certain riotousschulan, I34; letter 
received from, and thanks to, for 
re>loiing tranquillity, 136; letter 10, 
acknowledging bisiaeitimable benefit 
b; restoring toe aevei) arts and three 
philosophtei, 139; and solicilation 
to make provision for teaching of the 
lamc, ibiii. ; letter to, defendmg the 
conduct of the Univetslty in the case 
ol W. Musallwyk, iGi; anotber letter 
on the (ame lUbiecl declaring their 
leniency, ids-ti ; and sgnin, offering 
to remit the punishment of W. Mas- 
sllwyk on his submission, iGG; letter 
oftbanki to, acknowledging his dona- 
tion of 110 volumes. 177 ; indenture 
between the University and, contain- 
ing the names of the books given by, 
ir9-S3;thank.oftlie House ofCom- 
moos for his munificence requeiled 
for, l^^ : ilntute for regulation of nsc 
of books given by, iSS-^l ; com- 
memoratino of, On festival of SS. 
Simon and /ude, 190; obtainsa letter 
from the University to tbe Pope In 
favour of E. Kirlon, Prior of the iJcne- 
diclUieundents, 195 1 letter of thanks 
to, for his munitiL^ent gifts and fotsecen 
additional volumes, 197 ; letter to, in 
praise of his character, describing the 
effect of hii gift of books, and com- 
paring him to the heroes of antiquity, 
103-4; anolhcrlellerurihankEto. for 
hiii gift of bool>^ jiCi lepteujon 
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of heresy by, H/id.-. letter of thntik» 
to, for past and farther promised 
favouri, J37 ; indenture between tbe 
University and, containing the Dames 
of the books of the second donatioa, 
13s vola. by, 133-71 letter of thanks 
to, 140 1 another letter to, descritung 
the avidity of readers of bii books, 
144: borrowt /'4<l«ii'i)from the library, 
146 1 letter of thanks and praise 10, 
154 ; another letter to, similar to pre- 
ceding. IJS ; one bnndred pounds 



difficulty of obtaining books be- 
queathed by, and letters to various 
persons, execnlonand others, on this 
subject, 351, 253, J5S-61, 185, 394-8, 
300-1 ; bonks bequeathed by, dis- 
persed in private hands, 319; the 
Cranarium of J. Vrhethampstcod 
given by, 373. Ste alio Books. 

Gloucester, Hubert. Abbot of, letter to, 
in favour of William brandon, 91 ; 
aoother letter to Abbot of, inviting 
contribution for S. Mary's, 599. 

Glover, aA'iu Sutton, Lucy, (estamentuy 
disposition by, 4S7. 

Glowceter, Robert, letter in behalf of, 
commending his petition for assist- 
ance. 19. 

Godynho, John, testimonial letter for, 
356. 

Goldcimyth. William. 41, 43. 

Gonsalvo or Gundeialvo. of the Friars 
minors, testimonial letter for, 369. 

(rtiod, Nicholas, proctor, 386, 397. 

Gooes, Lupo de, 6lS. 

Gotaech, J., Vice-Chancellor, 193, 

Gosse, Nicholas, teatimonial letter for, 
149 ; bearer of a letter iSl-l. 

Goths, tbe, in Italy, 673. 

Grace, for a Carmebte, 44 ; forJ.Sloke^ 
conditional on payment of tweuly 
pounds, 59; for Masters Coins, Cawn- 
(Dne, and Andrew, 7] ; conditional on 

Payment of live pounds towards tbe 
heology school, 197. 

Graces, the, 379. 

Graduates, promotion of, solicited, I, 
lee Promotion : two, begging help, 
arc com mended by the Univeriiity, 19; 
miserable remuneration of, ruinous to 
learning, l-ifi, 169, 187 ', imnioderBte 
fees exacted from, 130 ; of the 
mendicant ordeia. excessive fees said 
to be demanded of, 31:3 ; exercise* 
for degree of S.T.F.. 5.S8 ; diminntiou 
of fees from, 534; few of rank nud 
lutlauc, iliiii. 
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Gnnaur, distiticl Irom Arti uid Pbilo- 
sopby, ijoi oaiy one degree la, rii. 
thil ofMattcr, ^ti/, 1 wheieos in ererjr 

fcculty (properly so called) there is 
the inferior degree of Bacbelor, ibid. ; 
grammat Masters refnK to pay the 
cuBlomary fee lo Maiteia teaching in 
Alts, 310; lamentable decay of study 
of. 381. 

Graunt er GiBtmtl, Thumas, proctor. 
60, 6] : gift of a book to library by, 
381 ; Preoentor of S. Paul's, Ijuidon, 
litwralily of, to lituar)', 397 : John, 
prosecBtioa of, by W. Hye, 444. 

Cray- Hit Grey, 

Giaye, John, 674. 

Greece, cnllure of philosophy in, 81, 
304; military glory of, coinddenl 
wiUi encourageoient of itody of phili}- 
lophy, 1 3g ; Btiixessful generals of. 
wen patron* of leaoiing, 340, 3;^ ; 
poeti of, 379. 

Greek, authors, tranilated into Latin, 
103 : lilerataie long buried in ob- 
livion, ihid. ; anlhofs now read in the 
original (ongne, 103, 140, 344. 

Creek-ball, 176. 

Green or Greene, J., bearer of a letter 
from Archbishop of Canterbury, 67. 

Cieke, Master, of Lincoln Colt^, 
snidde of, 66t, 664; effecti of, 
claimed by the kuig*! almoner, and 
als) by the University, ihid. 

Grenewode, Kobert, leillmonial letter 

Gienewych, letter by Henry VII, dated 

at, 597- 
Gresholme, William, commeniJed to the 

University by Henry VII, 597. 
Giey, William, Chancellor, 304-6 ; 

Rof:;er, leslimonial letter for, aoS ; 

proclpT, 315-6, ai8, 337. 
Grocin, W.,4i6w/;. 
Guild, of tailois in Oxford, rcf^latians 

reelecting, 1194-6 ; of bnrberii, 49J. 
Gundesalvu. .Siv GodmiIvo. 
Gutmsteia, John, Baron, congralulatory 

Ictler To, on his victory over the arch- 

hcieLick. 194. 
Gwj-nn, Moores, 678. 
GyffonI, William, eommeiidalary Ictier 

for, .151. 
Gyldeford. Su Gildford. 

liB'Uev. William, guardian of the 

Chicheley Cheat, 50a. 
Haidon or Haydon, Sir Henry, cxeculor 

of Hugh ffeen, SJS, 593. 
Halnault. title of Duke of Gloucester 

as Connl of, 35. 



Hakfortb, Richard, testimonial bOs 
for.,!.. 

Hall, the Queen's, 171; Balliol, Ifj; 
Creek, 176: Bedel, loi, 307; Co, 
304; Williain, 600 ; Boem or BcMl. 
601 ! Tyngwyck'a, luited b» iUl 
SonU College. 399, 306 ; S, Maij. 
308 ; emptiness <i, by desertioB of 
students from povprty, 155 ; and bvi 
lack of renimcratioi] of learning, 1I7. 
Su Colleger 

HaUifiwell or HalswcU, Nidioln. 
proctor, 453, 464, 467. 

Hals. John, proctor, 76. 

Halse, , executor of Bishop "( 

Coventry and Lichficlcl, inviled lu 
help in rebuilding S. Marr's, 1179. 

Halwell, Sir John, eaccator of Buboip 
of Co^ — - -'- 

3i8. ' 

Hamdene. Sti Hampden. 

Hampden, Sir Edmund, seratnt of. 
nominated for office of bedel, jjfi: 
one of the esquires of the king's body- 
guard. USA to Oxford to Itfing tbe 
Bishop of Bath and WrIIi 10 the 
king, 516; steward or seneschalt of 
the University. 531-3, 604 ; violerce 
of partisan* of, and peril of icholus 
from, 607-8 ; sent for by Ihc kbg 
and admonished. 609. 

erlcy or Hampsterley. Ralph, 






••''?'.■. 



Hanaper, William Smyth, deik of Ac, 



Hanley or Handley, Koger, proi;liii. 

4'^* 9. 4.1=- 
Hinnberitli perh. Hanborough , panth 



Robert, requested not lo inierfere in 
a suit Bgainit S. Gaunt, 649 
Hojlord, Waller, testimonial letter for, 



Har 






Harrj's, John, elected bedel, tfie king's 
anger thereupon. 465-6 ; resignation 
of office by, 524. 

Hartt, Thomas, 4'i7. 

Hazard e, William, proctor, 639-40. 

Hasty ng, William, guardian of the 



Seltor 



Chest, 



'7.i. 



Home. Henry, sent to ihe Univenily 
vrilh an lixhihition and recommeiidea 
by ihc ijiieen. 594, 596. 



Hnwarclayn Br Hinardyn, Hurafrey, 
deposi II caution, nndertaking lo pfo»e- 
CQle an appeal, jgj; Dean of Ihe 
CbuTch oi S. Mary 'de Atcnbos,' 
desired not lo allow the iisoe of cila- 
tions1otnetDbersoftheUmTeriity,53Q. 

— Huah. prociot, 6/7' ^5- 

Haydok, Gilbert, letlimomiLl letter for, 
150 ; law toil of, 431. 

Haywode, Thomas, Dean of I.ichtield, 
aiked to help in tebnilding S. Mary's, 
s;6; thanks to, 5S9. 

Kebchestre, Vi'illiam, 11. 

UedDi, Ibc Duke o( Gtoacester com- 
pared to. 1O4. 

Hedoo, |ohD, lestimoaial letlei for, 385. 

Helen. Sit S- Helen. 

Henty IV, charter graatcd to the Uni- 
vcitityby, ir6, 343. 

Henry V, books bequeathed to the 
University by, Dot yet obtained, l£0 ; 
military renown of, 499. 

Henry Vf, aad conncU, letter to, begging 
fat defeaceof the privil^e, 47 ; letter 
to, aiking his interference to luppress 
disorder and enforce obedience lo 
statutCB and privileges, 118^; letter 
lo, OQ the neceisity of the disiinctioot 
between degrees, and. in pailiciilnr, 
between thoieofMailer and Bachelor, 
130; letter from, thinkiag the Utii- 
veruty for admitting Master Was- 
cogh, his chaplain, 146-7 ; letter to, 
showing ibat the ptivil^e of the 
University would be violated by 
Philipp NorreyG appearing ixfoie the 
Chancellor's Conrl, 161; letter to, 
complaining of violation of privilege 
by ruinous lait against J. Gorsccb 
in a nOD- University Court, iqj ; letter 
lo, offering lo purchase Bedel Hall, 
101 : letter to, thanks for suppression 
of disturbance, 308 ; lelter to. on the 
refntal of grarnmar masters to pay 
maslere lecturing in Arts, 1 10 ; letter 
to. in praise of Thoiaai Gascoigne, 
347 : letter to, praying that Ihe books 

E' ren by the L)ube of Gloucester may 
delivered. 151 ; lelter to, declining 
to reinstale Morgan Philipp, 364 1 
William Babyngtonc, proctor of, In the 



by, to building Of Theology school. 
173: endowments by, for pious uses, 
1S7 : chrealeued ' resumption* by 
Partianient of lands given to the 
colleges by, 187-94 : Utter to, asking 
that possession may be given of the 
Duke of Gloucester's donation of 
books, 301 1 letter to, ilei;IiuiDg to 
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elect his nominee to the oflice of 
l*^*!. 334 ; letter of thanks lo, for his 
patronage, 348; the two colleges, 
objects of muniliceDce of, iW. ; lelter 
to, praising his interest in the wellare 
of the Chorch, and apologizing for 
the bedels Wryte and Kelbek, 349; 
letter to, thanking him for encourag- 
ing the study of theolc^, and deny- 
ing false accusations of mendicant 
friars, 353; apj^al lo. on the pepse- 
calion of the University by the town, 
J67 ; congraiulated by the University 
on his recovery of Ihe throne, 39:. 

Henty VII, character of, 499 ; lettcrto, 
congratulating him on his victory and 
praising his character and atulity, 
500; letter to Ihe University from, 
requesting dispensation with residence 
for H. Erie, 507 ; letter to, requesting 
that the Bishop of Ijncola may be 
allowed to come to Oifonl, 510; 
letter lo the University from, requir- 
ing that the Bishop of Bath and 
Wells may be delivered up to bis 
messenger, 513: other letters to the 
lame purpose, 516-17, S"-.lr tply 
ufthe University to, ei'pUinlng and 
apologising for their cuuduet with 
regard to the bishop, JI7-I9; letter 

, from, asking for the place of bedel 
for his nominee, 5J4; forty oaks 
given by, for the tEbuilding of S. 
Stary's, 525 ; apology to, for an 
improper letter hastily sent, ■;37 ; 
letter from, requiiing delivery to his 
messenger of 1 homas ' of the scler,' 
558 ; tetter to, from the University 
on foregoing subject, 561; another 
letter from, on the same subject. 563; 
letter from, commending William 
Gresholme, 197 ; letter from, aiking 
for place of bedel for Edward Mor- 
tymer, 603; another request for place 
of liedel for Robert Caxton, 603; 
letter fiom, on the dislurbances in 
the matter of E. Hampdene, 609 ; 
letter lo, from the University, regret- 
ting offence innocently given, and 
repudiating the acouiatioti of an 
intention by scholars lo bum the 
Icing's palace and town, 605; letters 
from, desiring postponement of elec- 
tion of the Chancellor and nominating 
fit persons to choose for the office, 
(118-19, 614; letter of the University 
in reply to foregoing, 619: letter of 
thanks to, for ocniing the University 
fiuiii laxaiioii for the war, 644! a 
letter tu, sealed, 6f 1 ; letter from. 
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asking tor bedel's place for his al- 
moner's serrant, 065-6; letter lo, 
expressing gralitnde for his protec- 
tion, 671 ; [ctterto, thanking him for 
his mnnificenl gift, 680 ; Charter of, 
deposited in chest ' of four kevs,' 6S7. 

Henry VIII, 687. 

HetberTeld. Willimn, aMetman, 42-3. 

Herbert, Geoffrey, ptoiecution of T. 
Danct by, 379. 

Hereford [Thomas Mylljog], Bishop of, 
letter to, deiiiing his patronage, 459 ; 
Thomas Chandler, Dean of, invrleJ 
to help in rebuilding of S. Mary's, 
511 1 ; Robert JefEery, Archdeacon of, 
" "" 6, Bishop of, 58.1. 



Heresy, of the Lollards, 5 



E. 73 ; 



efforts to suppress, by Pope Engoiii 
IV, QO ; of W. Riuell, condemned by 
the Univtrsity, 15; of W. Melton, 
friar mmor, letter lo Dnke of Gloo- 
cesCer and the Council upon, 35 ; 
learned men at Oxford well able 10 
confute, 7J, lj6; efforts of the Pope 
to represB, and co-operation of the 
University, 90; fostered by promo- 
tion of ignorant clergy, 157, 169: of 
Philipp Norrcys, as asserted, 157-60 ; 
letter to AuguGtlne fiiars for P. Nor- 
reys, 160; arch-herellelt conquered, 
194-5; repression of, by Duke of 
Gloucester, 316-17 ; checked by sup- 
port given to learahig. 119-10 ; extir- 
pation of, acceptable to God, 169; 
Iwoks necessary for the war against, 
aSi, 196; of Reginald Pccok, Bishop 
of Chichester, letter to Thomas Bour- 
chier, Archbishop of Canterbury on, 
and Bclf-accusalion of the University, 
337-9; of WiclH 413; books of 
Pecok and Wiclif burnt at Oaford, 
413; letter to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the synod, lamenting 
heresy in the Church and other evils, 
and recommending prayer lo S. 
Fiideswyde, 359-fia ; conf;ratalation 
to the Pope [Pius II] on his expected 
efforts to suppress, 346 ; vigorous 
measures of Edward IV against. 41 1 ; 
T. Smyth, accused of, and cleared by 
Convocation of the University, 41G ; 
of J, Cusake and D. Tully, 485. 

Herford, Geoffrey, 143 ; testimonial 
letter for, 257, 

Hert. Thomas, bedel, 603. 

Hewsler, William, proctor, 553, 565. 

Hohbys, Tbomas, proctor, 600, 6ai, 

Hobille, John, proctor, J33, 514-6. 




Holand, Rawlyn. petirion t_ 

of, for help lo bnild Theology sc 

in-*- 

Holcombe, W., Precoitdr of OtM 
S. Mary, belp asked of, for lebnildii 

S. Mary's, 587. 
Holcote, Elias, 316. 
Holland, title of Duke of Glouceder, 

as Connt of, 35. 
Holme, Cabiiel, mortally woiuuled, as 

all^^d, by the proctor, John Achdey, 

Hondeslow, Church of the ordtr of the 

Holy Triiiity for the rcdemptioD of 

captives at, 505. 
Hoody, John {Chief Just 

King's Kench), 551-3. 
Hoseney. Stt Oseney. 
Hounslow. See Hondeslov 
Hnts, Andrew, with two others, p 

letters to the Pope in 

of Henry Severe, 133. 
Hungerford, Lord Walter, lettn t 

commending J. Kyng, 111. 
Hunt, E., widow of Thomas ] 

stationer, acquittance of, 659. 
Husey, John, proctor, 537, 544. 
I^usy and Vaughnn. Su Vangluui. 
Hutch or chest. Set Cheat. 
Hute, John, guardian of the GildfbtS * 

Chest, 69. 
Hye, William, prosecution of J. Grauiit 



tits' of the 
unptioD of 

■X of tfac^_ 

meauUtia^^H 
tettn ^^1 

^ ^H 



Hyen 



1, Nicholas, executors of, excnl* 



versity, 601. 
Hylle, Walter, proctt 
Hyltone, John, 176. 
Ilyworth, Michael Colay, vicar of, 



1 



Iffiey er Iflelei, Richard Kuthyn, vie 
of, lease ol William-hall to, 60a. 

Illyrica, 81. 

Ibninsier, the vicar of, asked Ibi IuJb-^ 
lo rebuild S. Mary's, 590. ™ 

Imprisonment, right of, bylhe Uoive 
4"t 343-5 : resistance to Mnlcnc 
WrinloDS law-students, 134 ; ofJdL 
Wryghl, for procuring dtatioa l_ 
schohirs to the Court of Arches, ■;393 
of Thomas of the ' selcr ' ot cell*^ 
servant of the Abbot of Abiagdoc 

Inception, feasli at, commuted for monejr 
payment, 49; fine for not completiog, 
66 ; oath of inceptors admiuistcied \ij 



A 



deputalion in London, 401 : al S. 
Mary'i, crowda aSBembled tl, 5,^G ; 
distinguished pei^ons prcKnt at, iAid. 

Incorporation, ol membeii of other and 
foreign Universitiei, 411-], 441. 64,1 ; 
of Richard Aadicw at request of 
Bishop of Salisbuty, 463. 

Indenture, between Cbaiii:dlor and proc- 
lora and K. fleder, 171 ; between the 
Duke of GIoDcester and the Uni- 
TerEJty. ackaowledgiog receipt of 1 ao 
volume!, 179-183 ; another, acknow- 
ledging receipt of 135 volumes, 
331-137 ; between the Universilj' 
and T. Eikyn, stonemaioD, for build- 
ing ihe new Theology school, 191 ; 
between the Chatieellor and one proc- 
tor and the rest of the Univemty, 
acknowledging receipt of nine booki 
from the Dnke of Gloucester, 104; 
between the Univenity and Richard 
Bioun. aliai Cordooe, containing the 
conditions of his gift of books, 179- 
80 ; of agreement, lor lelling a ganlm, 
304 ; of lease of a tenement in Cat 
Street, 305 ; between tbc University 
and the city, defmuig membership of 
the pririlt^, 34,1-5 ; between Thomaa 
Kempe, Bisbop of London, and the 
UniTcnity. for securing bis com- 
mcmotatioD and ihal ofhisonde, &c., 

t]9 ; of guardians of the Chicbele 
heat, goi ; of lease of William-hall 
to the Vicar of Iffley, 600. 

Inn ffr Hall. See Hall. 

lunoccnl. See Pope, 

Iniorreclion, malic ions charge of, against 
Kholars, 145, 605. 

Ireland.T.Chace, Chancellor of, 103-5; 
nomination to bisboprick of Mealh 
in. iiiii. ; Michael, Archbishop of 
Dublin, primate of, 37a Set Dublin. 

Irelond, Irlonde, er Irland, David, proc- 
lot, 436, 443, 449. 

Israel, 51, 104,338. 

lUly, 103, 141 , 3f 5 ; eloquence in, 373 ; 
under the Emperor Zeno. Golhs in, 
673; scholars from, at Oxford, 323 ; 
shriven by foreign prioti in Lenl, and 
abuses arising therefrom, Md. 

Jane, r>i>clor, one of a commiasion lo 
admin isteroathIotheChancellor,6i7. 

Jannw and Jombrc*, 157. 

JanucniiB. See Genoa. 

Jeflfery, Robert. Archdeacon o( Here- 
ford, help aaked of, to rebBlld K. 
Mary's, 583. 

Jenney, Edmund, executor of Ilngh 
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Jerusalem. 34 j, 430. 

Jethro, 173. 

Jews. .1S3 i 'l* chosen people : the Uni- 
versity, chosen for the education of 
E. Pole, compared lo the Jewish na- 
tion, chosen for the incarnation of the 
Saviour. 4 J 6. 

Joce, Martin, testimonial letter for, 411. 

Joho. See S. John. 

Jolyff. John, proctor, 61a, 6(5, 

Joonys, the Kight Honourable Master, 
letter to, fija. 

Jo!.eph, gS ; G. Kymer compared lo. 



June, Doctor, 616. 

iunore, Martin, proctor, 34l')i 346. 
nslinian, 659. 

Kalbeke. Doctor, application to, (or help 

to rebuild S. Mary's, 1175. 
Kalixlus. Su Pope. 
Keel, John, gaardian of a chest, cited, 

449- 
Kelbeck, William, bedel, : 



nprisoned, 

Ke'le, William, Warden of All Souls 
College, 305-6, 314. 

Kempe, I'homas. and John. See Can- 
terbury and London. 

Kent. Sandwich in, 371. 

Kemer, Thomas, proctor, 481. 

Ketyl, William, proctor, 304-7. 

Kexliy, John, agent at York for promo- 
lion ofgradDalet, 170. 

Keys, chest of live, the regtstei of 
books given by Duke of Gloucester 
kept in. 187 : chest of four, 393, 687. 

Kilnewelmersch or Kynwolmeishe, W., 
chaplain to Duke of Bedford, 95 ; 
teilimoniol letter for, iiS; line for 
Don -inception paid by, 140. 

Kirtun, Kjnon, or Cretlon, Edmund, 
Prior of slndenlB of (he Benedictine 
onler in Oxford, 11 ; letter to the 



frocer of London, gives a copy of 
□tephui, 129, 139. 
Knollys, Christopher. 95. 
Knygbl, Thomas, guardian of Ibe Chl- 

cliele Chest. 5QI. 
Knyghtley, Waller, 435, 438 ; one of * 

deputation lo receive motKy from 

Bishop of London, itiii, 
Knygteley, Doctor, munificent gift of, to 

S. Mary's Church, 647. 
Koke, W., Principal of Greek-haU, 176. 



Kyllyngwnrtb, Jobn. proctor, 104-1;. 

KymEr or Kymcie, Gilbert, Chancellor, 
68, 7S-7. 8°. 8J-3, 9S. loi ; Dean of 
Wimbome, 116; uiflDence of, will 
Ibe Duke of Gloucester, employed l< 
check Ihc Bltemplcd usurpaticia of 
title of Muster, ibid. ; conveys book* 
jjrom IhE Duke to [he UdI lenity, 177, 
179 ! elected Chsncellor, jcfi ; letter 
to, 363, 366, 171, >79, aSi, 399, 

buty, helps to build Theology school, 
334- 

Xyaiione, Waller, testimonial letter for, 
35«- 

K)UB' John, proctor, 49-52 ; a famous 
preacliei, letters in coiniucndation of. 
to the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
Lord Hungerford, 1 1 i-li; tesliiuonial 
letter for, 1 13 I Koger, lesllmonlal 
letter for, 3^4 ; William, te^iiuonial 
letter for, 3S8. 

Kynf^ton, Jobn, tcsdinonial letter for. 



for, 1, 
Kyrkal, flugh, cited to render account 

of Bumell Chest, 6ia 
Kyrkeby, J,, proctor, 146; conveys 

booki given by tbe Duke of Gloacestcr 

lo the University, 197, loi. 
Kyrton. Sa Kirton. 
Kyry. Su Kyrlteby. 

ljiceil«emon, Athens and, tbe eyes of 
Greece, so Oxford and Cambiidge, 
157 ; military glory contempotaty 
with learning in. 393. 

Ltunbard, Michael, ol the University of 
Caen, testimonial letter (or, 433. 

Lambeth, LKinbcIhe, or Lame-hyihe, 
616, 619, 677. 

lambton*r Lampton, William, proclor. 



Lathis, Robert, proctor, 4S5. 

L»tin, langui^e, translation of Greek 
authors into. 303; revival o( study 
of, 145 : books bequeathed by Duke of 
Gloucester, 39s, 398. Set itlse Rome. 

Lauda, K&mund de, testimonial tetter 



doctors and st 



4K0 
She 



3"- 




their own servants, tji ; gnidiiatetrf 
civil, prosecution of the procton b)r, I 
3i8--y: superior bedel of fticolly «, 
3.14; dilapidated state of Kbool of 
Canon, 377, ■143: teller to Ksbop 
of Ely luking help to boild achool 
of Canon, 479; letter (o tbe Btst 
of Bath and WelU to lame . 
tetten of procoration 1 
;rbom (or, 538 ; building of tchoo 
01 Canon, commenced, 540; assislaML 
asked for, S41-3 ; donilion promised ;1 
for, by Bishop of Lincoln, 54(>'7i 
furnishing of, with seats and desli^ 
556; completion of. 571 ; Chair oC J 
Civil orfered to Dr. Bamys, 6^8 
olie Faculty. 

Lcaw. Stt Indenture. 

Lectures, foundation of. by the Dokc <l 
Bedford, solicited, 8t, 94, ieti^\i 
first founded by tbe Duke of Gloo- 
ccster, 107 ; cessation of, in conie- 
quenee ofdisturbanccs, iiS; tbe Dnke 
of Gloucester urged to provide lor, 
(39; alleged heteiical, ut Noneys; 
fees for, 910 ; delivered In OxToid by 
the Bishop of Ijalisbury {VL Bern- 
champ:, 463; In theology, by the 
priest of the Chantry of Windsor, 469, 
4731 free, in theology, foDnded 1»h 
Edward IV, 478. " 

Ledbury, Thomas. 11. 

Lee, Doctor, Invited to help io re 
S. Mary's, 588. 

Legists (students in faculty of Chi 
Law). Sii L.1W. 

Lesurs or Lysurs, Thomas, t8 > 
Dean of S. Paul's, as executor < . 
Shirrynlone, asked for help W" 



Letters, form of, for uklng help for dc 
Theology school, 38; ano 
31 ; patent by the Unive ^, 
318,343,346,3711 S°8: pn>cui»_ 
£39 ; lestimoninl, set TcstlmoB 
supplicat. 

l/Clucc, Jan 



r of R.C 



tbe tribe of, 9I 
Libel, the Vicar of S. Mary R 

liristol cleared of a, 315. 

Librarian. Set Chaplain. 

Library, old, over Con 

,^561 130 volnmes given to, by Hta 
(rey, Dnke of Gloucester, 177-4 
statute for regnlalioa of, 187-9 
seven books given to, by the Dnke<|j 



Gloocnter, ig7 ; nine books gi*cn by 
tbe same, 104 ; Joiephus' works given 
10, by Thomas KnoUei, grocer, ol' 
Londoa, ail, ajg ; second donntion 
of ijg volume* by the Duke of 
Gloncestei to, 331; and diRicnlly of 
obtaining possession, and consequent 
eorrcipoDdcDce with variom inlla- 
enlial persons, 21,1, 153, 158-9, i6t, 
294-5; ovei the new Theology school 
■ suitable site for, 144; books given 
to, by several benelaclois, by Hichard 
Broun, alias Cordone, 179 : by J, 
Somersclt, J09 ; by the Duchess 
of Suffolk, 336; by the Abbot of 
S.Albao's JohnVMiethainpsted),J73; 
by T. CnnnI, 38a ; by J. Tiptoft, 
Eail of Worcester, 3S9--91 ; no room 
for the books in, 390-1 ; ibe Bishop of 
Norwich asked for help to build, 39a ; 
munificence of T. Grannt (precentor 
of S, Paul's) to, 397 ; thirty-one 
volumes given to, nnd chained in, 

f;45 ; old scats and deilis of, used to 
niBish the new school of Canon Law, 
fi5^- pf^ of 131 volumes to, by the 
Archtteacoo of Middlesex (Dr. Lich- 
field), 559; avidity of feadera in, 
described, 144-6. Sa mare under 
Books, UlonccMer. 

Licence, fee for. 2 1 1. 

Licliticid or Lychfyld, Doctor, letter t , 
asking help to rebuild S. Mary's, 531 ; 
Archdeacon of Middlesex, gift of 
books to library by, 559 ; also gift 
of^aooin money by, ibid.; mnnili- 
cence of, in rebuilding of S. Mary's, 
f7'' "301 Dean of, help of solicited 
for S. Maty's, 576 ; thanks to, jSg. 

Lichfield and Covenliy. Sit Coventry. 

Lir.coln (John ChedworthJ, Bishop of, 
coagratalnllan on elevation of, 3S1 ; 
interest of, in the study of grammar, 
Uid. ; Thomas [Rotheram], Bishop of, 
•nd Lord Chancellor, eierctse ol au- 
thority of, reqnested in a mil, 444: 
John [Kusellj, Bishop of, letter to, 
Acknowledging hia effectual defence 
of the University, 477 ; Idler to, on 
confirmalion of privilege, 491 ; lettet 
of ihanks to, for cooscnl to advise, 
491 : letter to, tbaoks for defence of 
privilege, 49a ; another letter lo, on 
the same subject, 496 1 Chancellor of 
the UniveniCy, joa, 508 ; presence of 

E»ily needed at Oxford, 510; ani 
ler to the king asking pctmlssioi 
foi bim to come Uere, tbtd. ; letter to 
eniteating him to come, 5111 tette 
bom, (Iciwrlbliig his jouraey, regret 
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ting his lack of Bcademicnl dress, Sc, 
513; work of diocese of, neglected, 
ibid. ; letter to, sending a deputation 
lo ttate the basineBs of the University, 
5l<i; letter to, detailing the difhcnlly 
abonc the Bishop of Bath and Welb 
and desiring help of, 519; letter to, 
asking his good offices with the king, 
in respect lu a letter mlsimderstood, 
517; resignation of Chancellorship 
by, 5>8 ; and re-election of, £39 ; ap- 
proval of the commencement of build' 
ing the school of Canon Law desired 
of,S40; leller from, approving of Ibe 
building, Bee., 546; letter of thaoki 

10, for money and promised visit, 
547 ; letter of advice from, toncbing 
a quarrel among the cituens, (48 ; 
tbdiiks from the University to, 549; 
acknowledgement by, £51 ; letter 
from, on furnishing the new idioal 
with scats, desks, dec, from the old 
library, J56; letter of, lo the Uni- 
versity, OD the distnrbances about 
E. Uampdene, 604; will furnish the 
king with information as to disturty- 
oncea m Oxford, 6og, (107 tmle, 6\o~ 

11. 615, 6ai i resigiialian of. to the 
king,6i8: William [Smy the]. Bishop 
of, elected Chancellor, 654: teller 
from, to the University accepting the 
oiiice, 655 ; appoints a commissary, 
idid. ; reply of the University, with 
thanks, 656 ; administration of oath 
to. 6.'^7 ; persuades Dr. Roper lo 
accept the Chair of Theology. 66a t 
letter of thatUcs to, for adt-ice as to 
election of a bedel, 663 ; displeasure 
of, upon election of Queen Margaret'a 
nommee, 66H ; Idler to, dcpreatiag 
his anger, 670, 677, 685. 

Lincoln, diocese of, ncgleded, gij; 
agents of the University appointed in, 
171; Rectoryof Appleby in, 371. 

— Dean and Chapter of,askedlo help in 
building the new Theology ichool, a6. 

— College, effects of a snicide In, 
claimed by the king's almoner, 661, 
664. 

Lisbon, Loppi of. testimonial letter 

Literature. Set Arts. Philosophy. 
LlandafT, the Bishop of, invlIM to coa- 

tribute lo lebulldini; of S. Mary's, .1176. 
Llanlhony, Henry, Prior of, leller to, 

Biking help to rebuild S. Mary's, £66. 
Lollards, 51. 
London, John [Kempel, Bishop of, 

letter lo, on behall of S. Alcok, 1 ; 



7o8 JNL 

Robert [Gilbert], Bishop of, Icllet to, 
commrndiiig R. Cheitie, 79 ; letter 
lo, asking bi* aid to resist the at- 
tempted aeaipstion of the title of 
Master.i 17 ;Thonias[Keni[ie], Bishop 
of. Utter lo, asking help 10 complete 
the Theology school, 419: thankt 
to, foi his niiettlity, 431 ; lerter to. 
on his proposed com mem oration aod 
that of John Kempe, Archbishop of 
Cantethnry, 433: Indenluie betwreeo 
the Univcisil)' and, lo lecure the com- 
memoratioo, 4,^9: a deputation ap- 
pointed to receive his donation, 43^, ; 
acquittance of, for monej received, 
4.A 438. 4S'. 4S3. 464. 47".. 



477! 



e for 






and of John Kempe, 437; letter to, 
tta foregoing anbjecl, 437-8 ; letter to, 
dcKiibiag the progress of buililing 
the Theology school, 470; liberality 
of, 481, 543; bequest of books re- 
covered for the University by, 483 ; 
thanks lo. tor past benefits and pro- 
mise of books, 53J; William fWor- 
ham], Bibhop of, invited with ihc 
Biihop of Rochcitcr to decide on 
the king's piopoaed memorial, 6h I ; 
and to obtain the beqneM of Hugh 
Ve<n,68]. 
Ixuidoo, Abchnrch In, 175, 

— S. Paul's, thanks to Elenu and Chapter 
of, J4 : Thomas Lcsurs ur Lysurs, 
Deui of, ifi, 176 ; Thomns Graunt, 
Precentor of, 397. Sec also S. Paol. 

— Convocation of clergy at, appeal of 
the Univeisity to, on lack of promo- 
tion of graduates and poverty of the 
clergy, 7J, 154, 169, 185-7; suit at the 
Conrtfof Arches) at, 193. Jtf Arches. 

■• — dliiens of Oxford go to, about 
a municipal qaairel, 54S ; help of 
wealthy citizens of, solicited for 
Theology school, 19 ; S. Thomas' 
hospital at, 19; Convocation at, 7a ; 
John Gcdney of, enccnlors of, peti- 
tioned, 175. 177; religions of foreign 
societies residing at, in Lent, dangers 
consequent thereon, 333-3 ; inceptor's 
oath ailministered at, 40J : letter from 
HentjVIIat, s'*; letter from Bishop 
of Lincoln at, 604. 

Londres, John, sworn messenger. 

Long or Longe, Thomns, testimonial 
letter for, 99 ; letter to Archbishop of 
Canletbnry for, 138. 

Loppi. , of Liihon, testimonial letter 

for, 4.12. 

Lord, John, testimonial letter for. 1: 



LoUffhbutgh, Thomas, testimonial letter 

Lovell, Lord, a bene&ctor to the Theo- 
logy school, jai. 

Luddeiowe, Thomas, tcstiinonial lellei 
fif ■ 9.1- 

Lodlow, John, testimonial letter for, 31;, 

Ljike, Kichard. proctor. 1^4-6, 199, 
302-3- 

Lydford, John, attempted vioIatioD oj 
privilege by, 378. 

Lymersyn. ill. 

Lysuri. See Lesuis. 



^hool of Medicine r^>Bir«l by. 10; 
William, proctor, 399, 401-4. 

Maningham cr Manyngbam. the scribe 
of the University. J63, ij6. 

Marbyll or Maibnll, WiUlam, pn>ctor, 
639-40. 

Maieschale er Marshall. See Marshall. 

Mareys, \Villiam. execator of Cardinal 
Beanfott, a66. 

Margaret, Dncbess of Exeter, ci>in- 
memoraled with her husband. 106: 
Queen, lecture in theology fotuided 
t^. 645-C 1 letter of thanki to, 646; 
letter to, contradicting a acandaloui 
report, 653 : letter to, acfcnowlcdg. 
ing the good results of her bene- 
faction. 659-60; approves appoint- 
menlofDt. Roper, 6115 ; solicits office 
of gentleman bedel in divinity for 
Richard Wotton, 667-8, 670; letter 
ofthankito(alTagment'i,67i ; anothd 
letter to, 679 ; letter from, aJiiDg dis- 
pensalion with residence for Maurice 
Wcatebnry. 614. 

Marhow iMayhew !), Doctor, 554. Sa 

Mar^all, Menchall, or Marcschale, 
John, proctor, 338-30; Richard, cits- 
tion of, 3,^3; Peter, testimonial letter 
for, 568. 

Marten, Maitene, Merten or Martyn. 
John, 44; proctor, 453, 464. 467. 

Martin, See Pope. 

Marlyrderwa Or Mcrthyrdcrwa, Kegi- 
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Maiyolecourt, taiia qtuu vecaiur, 306. 

Masters, payment of, 76 ; refused by Bene- 
dictines, ibid.\ poverty of lecturing, 
81,94,106-7,139; Bachelors usnrp 
title of. 11,K-17; in grammar, 110; 
pn]inent of lecturing masters refosed 
by, 110. .5<!« Lecture. 

MoUon, John, proctor, 677, 6S5, 



M«y. Sit Mey. 

Mayhcw, Mayew. MiyoD, f Murbow, 
Kichard CbapUin to Heary VII, 
603 ; Archdeacon of Oxford, 616 ; 
one of ■ commuaion to fldminister 
the oath to Cbincellor,6a7 ; almoner 
to Henry VII, 664 ; claiiDS effects of 
a (iiicide, 661, 664; benevoleace of, 
to scholars, I'i/i/. ; tervanl of, a candi- 
date for office of bedel, 666 ; letter of 
tbe University to. in Ibeir ditbculty, 
671 ; coiisolted as to proposed me- 
morial of Henry VII, 084. See also 
Marhow. 

Mayor. Set Oiford city. 

Meatb, T. Cb&ce elected to bishoprick 
of, 103-4. 

Mede, Jobn, a Kholar, the Vicar of 
S. Mary KedclifTe libelled by, 319. 

Medicine, G. Kymer. Doctor of. So; 
J. Somerartt, Doctor of, 185 ; J. Amn- 
dal, Doctor of, 374; — — Smyth, 
doctor of, 553 ; School of, repaired by 
John Major, a private individual, ao; 
a Look on, chained in tbe library, 544 ; 
J. Camme, ctrtis medieae culler, 67(1. 

Melton, William, Friaj minor, herrtical 
teaching of. complained of to the 
Duke of Gloucester, 35. 

Mendicant Fiian, accuse the Univenity 
of euctii^ excetsive fees on gradns- 
tion, 353; letter to tbe king on the 
subject, ibiJ. 

Menevia. See S. David's. 

Meoles, Henry, procloi, 170. 

Mercurial. 89. 

Merten. See Marten. 

Merlhenlcrwa. Sit Martyrderwa. 

Meiton College, 601. 

Mertooe, Prior of, asked for help to 
ivbnild S Mary's, 571. 

Meitone, William, 588. 

Messenger, J. Fitzjames, 37EI ; sworn, 
of the Universily, 11 a ; special agent 
or. todioceses of Lincoln, and Coven- 
try and Lichlield, 171. 

Messyngham, Nicholas, 69. 

MetfonT See Mitford. 

Mey, Richard, generosity of, to the 
iJniversily, 384. 

Middlciei, Dr. Lichlield, Archdeacon 
of. Ste Lichfield. 

Midensls. See Meath. 

Military (access, pari passu with learn- 
ing. S3. S"*. 81, 1J9, ija, 340. 

Minerva, 81, I \%. 

Minors. Set Franciscans. 

Mitford, Mettford. or Motford, Robert, 
leslimniilal letter for, an, 3ig. 

Mochegood, Henry, bedel, 66j-4. 
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ModdreywModeray, John.ajo; special 
■gent of the University, ajl. 

Mody, Jobn, commended to Benedictine 
Chapter, aoo. 

Mogys, William, proctor, 311-3. 

Molyneox, John, proctor. 341-a, 34S. 

Mongiede, Matthew de, sworn mcssetl- 



More, Jobn, stationer of the Univenity, 
proH»:uted in Conit of Chancery, 1 1 j ; 
William . testimonial letter for, 398. 

Mores, William, testimonial letter for, 

Moreton, WlUiani, commended to the 
Benedictine Chapter, joo ; proctor, 
149 ; commended to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, 310: John, testioionial 
letter for, 143. 

Morgan, J., D^can of W*indsor, letter of, 
to the University, 1^07. 

Morrc, John, proctor, 368. 

Morresor Morreacb. ,S» Norreys. 

Mortlake, letter from Archbishop of 
Canterbnry, dated at. 515. 

Morton, John, testimonial letter for, 
335: Cardinal, Archbiahupof Canter- 
bury. 6J3-37 ; elected Chancellor, 
the kind's nuntinees being declined, 
611; Dccepti oflice. but refuses to 
take the oath. 615-30, 640-3, 64J, 

Mortuary fee, suit concerning a, 36H. 

Moilymer. Edward, Henry VII a^i 
office of bedel for, 603. 

Moses, law of, 98, lOO ; election of the 
(evcnty by, 100, 173; Jannes and 
Jamhrct and, 1,^7; eumple to the 
Archbiibop of Canterbury, 337-9; 
Archbishop compared to, oafi. 

Motford. See Mitford. 

Motlefont, W. Westcare, Prior of, 331-J. 

Monnlfoori, W., 143. 

Mnisilwyk or Munllwik, William, 
Angustine friar, accuses P. Norryi of 
here«y, 161 ; and excommunicates 
bim in the schools, 161 ; banishment 
of, from tbe University, 161-3 ; re- 
stored on the intercession of the Duke 
of Gloucester, 166-7: letters on the 
case of, to tbe King, 161 : l« the 
Duke of Gloncester, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, the Bishop of Win- 
chester, 161-6. 

Myddleham, 197, 



Neckbam, A., bis work De naturit 

rirum presented to the library, 305, 
Netillon, John, proctor, 404-6. 
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Nevyl. Nevcll.or Nerill, George, Chan- 

celloc of the Uninmil]', 317-iS, 3X>, 
,l'S-3'; Bishop of Exeter, lellei 
to, j6] ; Uttei to. in uiaver to his 
compUint of the miscoadticl of certain 
membeis, 365 ; letter lo, on violation 
nf thepriyilegeby the town, 366,36s, 
37». 374. 3?8, 383 ; Archbishop of 
York, letter to, begging him to defend 
the privil^e, J83, 3S6, 398. 

Nicholas. See Pope. 

Nithingill. William, 50, 

NCitlond, John, acquittance of, 184, 31 7. 

Notman, Robert, proctor, 315-6. 31)1. 

NorreyB, Norr^*, Nores, Morrys or 
Moresch, Philipji. IcMimoniiil letter 
for. 64; thsaki to Dean aod Chapter 
of Dublin for admiBsion of, 135 ; and 
to the Archbishop of Dublin, 135; 
ialaely accused of heretical teaching, 
and letter in commendation of, 1 57-8 ; 
report that he would have been burnt, 
had he remained in Oxford, contra- 
dicted, ibid. ; summoned to Lord 
Chancellot'B court, 158; warned not 
lo obey the Eummons, 159-601 »■ 
commnnicatioD of, by Friar Mossilwyk, 
161-3; copy of bis incriminated 
lectures in the Chancellor's hands, 163. 

North, Lady Johanna, Abbcas of Syon, 
thanks to. for favour to R. Chestie, 
79-80; John, proctor, s86, 593, 597- 

Northampton, Chapter of AcgaUinc 
order at, 36, 51 ; Chapter of Dene- 
dictine order at, assist in building the 
Theolc^ school. 141. 

Nonhumberlaiid, Henry Percy, Earl of, 
the fldvowson of Arncliffe given lo 
Univeruty College by, SI9 ; letter of 
thanks to, 110. 

Norton or Nortnn, John, letter to the 
Pope for, i;; Nicholas, lecoider of 
Oxford, 4J-3 ; John, Chancellor of 
Darham, elected Chancellor, 173, 

Norwich, Walter [Hon], Bishop of, 
letter to, muni^cence of. exhibi- 
tions by, tieaQliful buildings of, Sec, 
390-1; aid of, solicited to obtain 
possession of books beqneathed by 
J. Tiptoft, ibid. ; [James Goldwell] 
Kshop of, aiJied to contribute to 
buildini; school of Canon Law, 481 ; 
and S. Mary's Church, ^84. 

Noiyl, John, Esq., oneofthe king's body- 
guard, appoiiiti-'d Seneschalt, 316. 

Nymtn, John, citation of, 3ta, 3*6. 

Oath, to reside in Oxford, 8 ; violation 
of, by W. Musjilwyk, J64; and by 
J. Brasyll, 11 1 ; dispensatioo with,in 



caseofinceplor,4oi; of incorporatiaB, 
administered by comnUBion, 441; 
violation of, by W. Hye, 444 ; aA- 
ministeied lo[John Sherwood jBiibop 
of Dorbam [elected CbaDcellorl by 
commission, 490 ; takeo by Chao- 
cellDr,j3i : commission to admin isler 
to Cardinal J. Morton, who nrfnsa 
it, 617-9 ; similar commission in case 
of[WilliamSmyth] Bishop of Lincoln, 
657 ; 10 vote at elcctiona without fear 
or favour, 334, 336. 

Oflord, William, aldermaa, 41, 43. 

Olympus, 360. 

Orders, minor, power to confer (olkhed 
by the University, 564. 

Orell, William, proctor, ^^6, tgt, 3S1. 

OriclCollege, 307, 3T1. 

Orthodoxy, of the University, 41, 90, 

169, 111. 115, jj6, 330, xjj, 338, 
347, 411. See alse Heresy, 

Osbumc, Richard, special agent of tbe 
Uuiversit;, 371. 

Oseoey, Osenay, Oseny, Omey, or How- 
□ey, annual acquittance of Abbey ol^ 
38, 51, 60, 68, 76, 101, 113, 140, 

170, iga, 196, los, 3i8, »3J, 150, 
a6i, JS4, 307, 313, 3'7. 3'9. 334. 
34'-J.35'. 364. 3^1< 37'-=. 374. 3T*. 
380, 393, 398, 403, 406, 409-10, 4JS, 
439, 449, 467, 485, 497, SOI, 5*1, 
fi, S44. 5*S. .197. 610-1, 611, 637. 
640, 64J, 651, 6s4, 673, 685. 

Ottcty, S. Maty. Stt S. Mary Otteiy. 

Oxford city, mayor and baililfi oC 
illegal exactions of, resisted by lbs 
Univeisity, 40 ; Parish of S. Thomii* 
in, 40; appear in convocation, and 
disclaim any knowledge of Illegal ex- 
actions, 41 ; witnessetlo a lease, 307-8) 
313; inrtentnre of agreement between 
the Univeisity and, 343-s ; persecn- 
tion of the University by, 366 ; gild 
of barbers in, 495 ; pestilence daily 
carries off citixtns of, 509-ia ; quarrel 
about the election of mayor of, 548 ; 
regulation as to gild ol tailors in, 
594-5 ; chapel of the Holy Trinity 
outside the Hast gate, jo.s. 

Oilord, John, earl of, letter of con- 
gratulation to, on liis escape (rom 
perils and tetutn to his country, 498 ; 
character and popularity of. itid. 

Padua, 35s ; P. Courtney (Bishop of 
Lietcr; of the University of, 44a. 

Paknam, John. 143. 

Palace, tbe kings, at Oxford, sppre> 
heiideri atlempl lo burn, 605. 

rantie, Thomas, bcdcl, 665. 



Pape, John, 146. 

Parii. rcligioui of, uid of otbcT foreign 

LlDivenitiea, come lo Oxfotd in Lent, 

333; gradQaleof.incoipoialcd, 411; 

R. G«enine at, letter from, 50S-6- 
Pukar. Jamei, sent by Henry VH to 

bring the Biihop of Bath and WelU, 



Parker, o/iaj Corps, Willinm, Ii 



:r (or, 4. 



; Willia: 






Fatliamenl , asastaace of. asked to build 
Ihcnew Theology ichool, 11-3; lellei 
to the speaker, knights, and hurgesseii 
□f, requesting them to (hank the Duke 
of (iloncester, 184; proposal of, to 
'remmc' all lands given for pious 
uses bj the king, 187 ; letters on this 
inbject, praying that the Univerritj 
may be exempted, to Archbishop of 
York, the House of Commons, the 
House of Lords, tbc Duke of York, 
■87-94 : l<-"er lo, enlicating help to 
obtain poEwsslon of the books given 
by the Duke of Gloucester, 300 ; ill- 
feeling against the University in, 604. 

Parmtler, Parmenlcr, er Parmynler, 
Thomas, proctor, 4J8-9, 43J. 

Partrick, Peter, one of a deputation to 
the Archbishop of tj^ntcrbory, i. 

PaBthao, John. Canon residentiary of 
Exeler,askEd lohelp rebuild S. Mary's, 
s8o. 

Patrick, S. See Dublin. 

I'aul, S., London. See S, Paul. 

PawQlon. Thomas, proctor, 374. 

Paynlor, John, proclor, 374. 

Pccok, Kcginald, books of, buint at 
Oxford, 4 1 3. 

PeCBc, John, 435 ; Richard, testimonial 
letter for, asy. 

Pellura, luagisttBtis.tbc distinctive dress 

Pembroke, title of Duke of Clouceater, 

<|.V. 

Penchrycb. Dean of chapel of, 370. 
i'ension. of retiring bedel, 914. 
Pepyr. Robert, 4 



in voting at elections, 335-6- 
Pertott, John, 487. 

Perihore, ac(|uittaiice of Abbot of, 6i. 
Pestilence, at Oifortl, 509, 663, 
Peler. Sil S. Peter. 
Peterborough, Abbot of. 157. 
Pevesey, Robert, presented 10 Chantry 

of Windior. 490 ; reiignation of, 501, 

io6-;. 



Phaedo. Sei Plato. 

Pharaoh, 98. 

Phllipp.of Macedon, a patron of Ictten, 
3.19- 

Philipp, Morgan, banished. 164. 

Philosophy, payment of lectoren in 
refused by Bcnediclina, 77-8 ; at 
Athens, 81 ; foundation of lectures 
in the three, Si, 106, 107: national 
pro9]>erily closely connected with 
study of, 81, 152; neatly exlinct, 
041 restoration of the three, by the 
Duke of Gloucester, 1 39 ; study of, 
and of arb, raiws nan above the 
beasts, 107. 139, i6q ; books on, 
bequcathecl by Henry V, 151 ; and 
specially needed at Oiiord, iiui, ; 
letter to the Duke of f; loocesler asking; 
for books on, iiiW. i chest of the 
three, and the seven arts, i8g ; re- 
vival of Greek, 103 ; study of art* 
and, 191-4; the source of virtue and 
natiooal gtentneas. 191-4: books 
necessai^ tut study of, 196-7. 

Phylipps cr Pbilyps, Kowland, proctor, 

Phyppca, T., testimonial letter for, 310, 

Pius, See Po[>e. 

Plato, quoted, l).l-4i 476: works of, 
tnuislnted into Latin, 103 ; J'iaeJe 
lent to the Duke of GloticesteT, 346. 

Plutarch, 356- 

Pole er Poole, Edward, son of the Duke 
of Suffolk, early training of, by Uiibop 
of Salisbury, 454 ; great desire of the 
Univenity to have education of, itiJ. ; 
letters to the king asking to bare the 
charge ol^ 455, 478 ; and to the Uishop 
of Salisbniy, 453, 456-7, 461, 463; 
ciiaracter and abiUties of, 484; 
Tbomoa, 41-3. 

Pollard, £99 nele. 

Pompey the Great, the bishop of Lincoln 
compared to. J1S ; Cicero's praise of, 
aiid the Archbisbop of Canterbury 
compared to, 6171 example of, quoted 
to Bishop of Lincoln, 6;o. 

Poole. See Pole. 

I'opc fMirtm V], letter lo, fat E. Vne, 
H; lelterto, on behalf of John Nortoa, 
1 7 ; congratulatory letter lo, and de- 
fence of the Archbishop of CanterbBry, 
31; letter to, commending John 

. titokb, 39; letter to, in favour at 
R. Bulkelcy, 45 ; letter to. beting the 
conRnnation of election of^'homu 
Uromia to Biihoprick of Chichester, 
50; Eugenius, letter to, congnlnlating 
bim on his elforts to nppress heresy, 
901 letter to, in behalf orr.Rodbunie. 
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lilahop elect, qj : letter to. pnying 
lot aiB&imalioii ofThomuBuutcbier, 
bUhopelettof W<iice»to.99: another 
teller lo, oo the ume sutiject, loi ; 
leller to, ashing for confirmation of 
T. Chaee, BUhop elect of Meath, 
103 1 Engeniiu, innles the Uuirenit; 
lo tend repieBeDtativet to the CooncU 
of Bisle. 1 53 ; letter to, on bcjiaif of 
Edmond Kyrton, 105 ; i«tfr to, coni- 
mending Riclitnl rytton, loo; letter 
to, in commendation of Kicbard 



behalfofH.SeYtre,jJ3-4; [Nicholas], 
letter to, commendiag William Ba- 
bjinglone, Abbotof BoiyS. ErfmBnd'i, 
aji; Calixtui, l«tler to, cormuendiiig 
\V. Weitcarc, Prior of Molletool, 331 ; 
Fiiu II, letter to, congntslating ^m 
on hii elevation, 346 ; [Innocenl VII 0. 
requett to, for power to be given to 
the Univmilj to confer minor orders 
and licence lo procii, S^4-5^7 ■ '^^ 
collector of, Juim de Giglii, iiul. ; 
John, 486. 

Forte, William, cxeontor of Catdin*) 
Beaufort, iM. 

Foiter ar Foitar, WilUam, pioctor, 47 1 , 

_«4- . 



■<73- 
Fowerc, Robert, »worn mesMnger, an. 
Praeco, 640 Mate, Su Uedrl. 
Praly, Richard, one of a. deputation 

to ihe Archbishop of Canterborj', 1. 
Preacher. J. Kyng, a famotis, 111; W. 

Melton, an heretical, 351 John Clerk, 



n doctrine of the Eucharist, and Ihe 
Icing's prerogative, 1371 'In Latinls' 
at S. Mary's, 150; John Sneteaham, 
an indefat^ble, 174 { £. Kirlon, a 
famous, 1 90 i commemoration of Dake 
of Gloucester by every, 190, 353 ; 
W. Westcare, 33a ; at S. Pauls Cross 
and S. Marj^'s, Bishopigate, 434, 440 ) 
power to grant licence to, 564. 
FrekynBe, John, testimonial leHcr for, 



367. 



Freton, John, 666. 
Prior.ofBenFdictinPSt 



IP stniJents,E. Kirton, 
q.v., II, 78 ; of studenlsof AugUitine 
order, 333. 
Prison. Set ImprisonmenL 



««r. "J. 4:. 
3-4, tsU,, 



Fririlege, of the Uni 
53-«, 96. loS-ito. 
■7^1 '93i >'.'>< 36S-9; WDO arc en- 
titled to, 343~5. ite Indectuie; co- 
largcmcnt of, by Edward III, 348, 
resisted by the town, 366-7 ; Tiolalcd 
b;f luiia in other conns, j68, 378-9, 
383, i« Suit; confiimatioii oC b; u- 
ward IV, 396; violation of. by milcf 
M. Colaj, 403; appealed to, by G. 
Haydok, 431 ; t-iolation of, by W. 
Hye. 444 ; confirmation oJ!. by tbc 
Pope. 447 ; Lord Cbaneeltor's adiice 
on cOQlimiatioQ of, 491 ; letter la 
Bishop of Lincoln iLor^ Chancdloi) 
concerning, 491, 496; liolatiaa b]' 
citations issued from the Court of 
Aivbes. q. v., 539 ; conGmiatioa of, 
541; opposed by Archbishop of Clli- 
terbury on gtoniid of abiBe of. sn : 
continoed, 56a : certain, procoird hy 
Abbots of Abingdoo and Reading, 
(66, 56S ; thmteoed destmctioa oS, 
by SDTiEnder of delinqnents to ttic 
klng,6ji-jr letteiBta thcArchbiduip 
of Canterbaryandtbcking in this dif- 
ficulty, iiiif. ; and tlianks foi delinr- 
ancc from it, 634-5 : violation of, 
by citation of T. Cissoo to Ant- 
bishop's conil, 635 ; similarly by da- 
tion of Dr. Roper and S. Gatot, 
64S-9 ; J. Royce imprisoned forserr- 
ing such citation, 63G; the kii^'i 
ulmoner claims the effects of a suicide, 
a member of the, 661,664; "olilioo 
of, by inhibilion from Archhishop'l 
court, obtained by Alice Stow, 675; 
and hy prosecution of Joanna 1^- 
combe, 669. 

Proctor, the Univenity vill defend the 
cause of, against the ofiiceis of- the 
city, 40 ; will indetimify them for the 
expenses of a suit against them, by 
the graduates of Civil Law, 118; 
similarly John Trystborpe, for ei- 
pei;>c of suits arisiag from his dis- 
charge of the ofHce of proctor, 146-7; 
rolls for the accounts of, 648 ; trouble 
of. in the ponishment of a prostitute 
and letter to Queen Maigaret Uietcao, 
653- 

Promotion, of gradnatcs, lettei to the 



airing, for W. Brouning, 9 ; letter to 
the Pop>e asking, for John Stokii, 
39 ; letter to the Bishop of LondiMt 
asking, for Richard Chestie, 79 ; to 
the Abbot of Uloucesler. for Wil- 
liam Brandon, 91 ; tltank^ to the 
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Bishop of LichRcld for, gK ; to the 
Abbot of Clattonbniy uking. for 
Jobn Spelcyntone, 117; Ihonhs to 
the Deao and Cbapter of Dablin 
fot, 115 ; totheBiihopof CbicheWer, 
for John KyDg, 141 ; to the Arch- 
bUbop of DDbUn, for H. Caldey, 
147 ; and to the Bishop of Feros, for 
the wuDc, 14S1 letter to the Arch- 
bishop of Ciuiterbury, cooiplaiiiiiig of 
the poverty of scholare, and asking for 
obedience lo the ' provincial coosti- 
tntioDE.' 153-7 ; the Church of England 
lerionsly injured by neglect of, iiiii. ; 
letter to Archbishop of Canterbury 
tmd Convocation on necessity of, 1 69 ; 
font agents appointed coobuin, 170 ; 
ncalei fellowship, 171 ; letler lo 
Arcbbishop of Canterbury, begging 
for his influence in Convocation to 

Kjcure, 185 ; lo ihe same, another 
ler on the same snbject, 1S6: let- 
ter to the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the Synod, on the disaalious effect 
of neglect of, 359-63. 
Dtilale, puntshmeat of a, 6i;3. 
Provincial constilntion, not obeyed, I, 

l53i '85-7. Sa Promotion. 

Provisions, exaction of toll &om dealers 

t'>>4i-3>bigh price of| and consequent 

emptiness of the Univcisity, i^^. 

Provost, Peter, testimonial letter for, 91. 

Purgation, Nicholas Pyttci admitted to, 

3)0 ; doubtful cases admitted to, 

3bfi ; of John Acheley, accused of 

murder daring his proctorship, 407 : 

ony of, 407 ; of T. Smyth by 
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Pygg, John, testimonial letter for, 93. 

Pycworth, William, 175. 

Pike, Robert, testimonial letter for, 4. 

I'jrlles, Nicholas, vicar of S. Mary Red- 
cliife, Bristol, cleared of a llbcllons 
charge. 31 9- JO. 

Pytton, Kichard, Dean of Darllnelon, 
sometime Master of Univeisity Col- 
lege, commended lo the Pope, loo. 

Queen's Chest, 69, 71. 

Queen's College, or hall, 171 ; R. 
ffeder, fellow of, iiiJ. ; a member of, 
to be always a guardian of the Exeter 
Cbest, 907 ; John rcrrolt, fellow of, 
487. 

Queen [Margaret], letter lo, declining 
10 elect bclel at her re(|ueiil. 336. 

— iiliiabelb, tjueen of Henry VII; 



tetter from, sending an exhibitioner to 
Oxford, 594 ; reply of the University 
lo. 596; solicits place of bedel for 
J. Prelon, 666. 
Qneen Maq^aret, mother of Henry VII, 
foundation of theology lecture by, 
645-6 ; letter lo, 646, 659. 

Rachel, the University compared to, 

■S4.494. 
Rafi, Stephen, testimonial letter for, 199. 
KoimoD, Maurice, testimonial letter lor, 

Raines, Thomas, presented to Chantry 

of Windsor, 50]. 
Raiulolf, Thomas, jl^, 515. 
Ratdyff, Chrislopher, 4SS. 
RaHlyas,William, testimonial letter for, 

398. 



Recorder, of Oxford, 4a, 

Redcliffe, S.Maiy. Sie S. Mary. 

RedclyOe, George, 44. 

Keed, Edmund, Esq., gift of material 
by, for Theology sdiool, 311-a. 

Reede. John, royal chaplain, a commli- 
sioner 10 aidministei oath 10 Chancel- 
lor elect. 657. 

Reeve, Thomas, help asked of, for re- 
building S. Mary's, 5S9. 

Regency, necessary residence in Oxford 
aa " regens scbolam' dispensed with, 
146, 150. 497 1 bf>7- 

Rcsumpiion, of lands, 5ff Parliament, 
Endowment. 

Reynold. Thomas, proctor, 311. 

Richard III, letter of the University lo, 
defending the banishment of Agnci 
Welden, 486; attended philosophical 
dispntationt in person, 48(1 ; letter 
lo, begging mercy for [John Morion], 
liishopof Ely, 493-4 : congratulatory 
letter to, on his victories, 495 : virtues 
and piety of^ Mii. ; letler to, residence 
of Stephen Edwards dispensed with, 
496, 

Richardson, John, carrier, deprived of 
bis office, 657. 

Richmond. letter of the Queen (Eliia- 
1,eth) dated al. 666. 

Riderbam or Kotherbam, Richard, 
Chancellor, 193, 444. 

Robynet. Alexander, testimonial letter 

Rochester, Jobn [RumcII], Bishop of, 
letter to, aiking his interest wilh the 
kin?, 416; [Edmund Andley], Uishop 
of, letter Lo, deuring his good offices 



>, asking hcfp to reboild S. 
Mny's, 58^ ; [ThoniBsSavggc], Bishop 
of, nominated by the king to be Chan- 
cellor, 614; [Richsnl Kilijamea], 
Btihop of, Hpology of the Univeisity 
to, lor certain ill-conducted sladeuts, 
651 ; letter to, an the disposn.1 of the 
enuu of B tnicide, 661 ; nopport* the 
queen's candidate for place of bedel, 
66; ; letter of the Univetsity to, on 
their diSicultiei, 67 1 ; consulted about 
the Feen Chest, 681; letter to, on 
foregoing sobject, tiiif. 

Rodeboome, Tliomu, Bishop elect of 
S. DaTid's, 97, 

Riidnet, Thomas, gnitrdian of the 
Vsuf^an and Husy Chest, 67. 

Roeslock, Heniy, tealimonio,! letter for, 
-tS'- 

Rolti, for proctor's acconnti, 64S. 

Komaa curia, W. Babjugtonc, the 
king's proclor in, 171. 

Romaiu, Krcdericlc, king of the, letter 
of liie University to. iiG. 

Rame, culture of Uberal arts and phila- 
aophy at, 81 , 204 ; and conicquent 
national greatness of, 119; lilimcy 
foBoded at, by J. Cactar, 178 ; ciceti 
other aacioni in war, high esteem of 
patriotiun by, 390; decluie of learn- 
ing in, and of empire therewith, 191 ; 

rMmi^taf M ": °"^"'"'"'°'° 

IroBtnient of a fallen foe, 494 ; Mas- 
ter Norton goes to, 17 ; Mastirr 
liulkely goes to, 44; Mssler I'ytton 
goes to, joo ; Abbot of Abingilon 
goes to, 447 ; Catiline's conspiracy at, 
673. 

Romuloa, the founder. Cicero the pre- 
sen-cir o( the btate, Henry Vll com- 
pared to laltcr, 67J ; liiahop of 
Lincoln tompated to, 477. 

Roo, .-limon, 50. 

Roper, Kdoper, er Eopar, John, cited to 
a noil -University court, letter to the 
Archbishop of Cnnteibury thereon, 
(■4H i lecturer in theology al Mngda- 
lene College, 64S, 6O0 ; appointment 
t>[, approved by Queen Matgaict, 
6fi5. 

Rosa, GonsalvD, ofrortugD.1, testimonial 
letter for, ^07. 

Kolhemel, Chiislopher, appointed car- 



Royte or Roys, John, imjirisuncd for 



Krving citatioa tm T. Ctssoo, 6j6 ; 

accusation of, agtJnst the prodot, 
653-4; great injury to tlie Univenity 

Rsdxle, Richard, barbommDae who hvl 
been baniihed, 142. 

Roere, Thomas, 56a. 

Russell vr Kmsel, \V., heretical <^ia- 
ioas of, condemned, 15 ; W., cciituBO- 
tation for feast at ioceptioa of, 49 ; 
Gilbert, 143 ; John, Btsht^ of Lin- 
coln, Chancellor, 501, 53), 514-4, 
S3T. 644. S53. 565. s8S. 593- 597i 
600,601, 604, 610-J: 615, 618-11. 
Sti also Chaucellor, University. 

Rnthyn, Richard, Vicar of Ifflfy, lean 
of William-hall to, 600. 

Rychemount. See Richmond. 

Sadler or Sadelar. 308, 31J, 

Saint Alban's, Abbey, cuntribates to the 
building of the Theology school, jj, 
6] ; ncquittanee of the Abboi, ji^ 
Wbelbainpsteil, £3, 373 ; pmenla- 
tion to the University of his 'Graoa- 
rinm,' ibid. Su alia Ueoedictincs. 

S. Aoguslioe, qnoted, 11 ; and pcaued. 
499 ; W. Rnssell. of the onieT oC 
heresy of, tee RusfcU ; Chapter oflbt 
order of, invited to help in building 
the Theology school. a6 ; testiniaolal 
letter for member of, 136 ; Philipp 
Norrcys summoned by the order ol, 
to answer for allfgcd heresy, 1 60- 1 ; 
monastery of, at Oiford suspended by 
the Cuiversity, 163, see Mussilwyk; 
W. Weslcare, Prior of students of 
the order of, 331-a; the Prior of the 
house of, EUrety (or Thomas of the 
'seler,' c,c.i); Thomas Thwates, Prior 
of the house of, eiamined by the 
Uninrsily, also John Cope, sub-Priot, 
and Stephen Curtcs. f,6i. 

S. Benedict, order of. Utter to, soliciting 
help lor Theology scliool, 10, i;i; 
Prior of the students of, Jl, 78 ; pit 
of, £], dij scholars of. refuse to pay 
master's fees, 76-7 ; labour of, in fuun- 
daiion of the University, 63, 37,^; 
influence of the Doke of Gloucester 
with, 77 ; E. Kirton, Prior of the 
students of. commended to the Pope. 
196 ; letter to President and Chapter 
of, commending members of tilt, 
3I30 ; letter of thanks to, for donation 
to Theology school. 143 ; W. Babyng- 
tojie, president ol, j;i; the faulty of 
Iheoli^ at Oxford introduced 1 



37S;, 



of, desi 



illy, iiiJ.; letter lol'rii 



", ;8, 



"^1 37 > S Piic of stDdenti of, 

,56. 

S. David I, Buhoprick of, Icttn to the 
Pope, a^kiag for conliiiiiation of 
Thomai Rodebonme in, 97 ; letter to 
Hugh, Biihop of, for help 10 rebuild 
S. M«iy'», 591. 

S. EdmuiHl'*, Bnry, W. Bibynglone, 
Abbot of, a?!-! ; letter from the king 
at, 51] ; letter 10 the Abbot of, lor 
help to rebuild S. M«ry'«, 599-600, 

S. Frwicis, order of, letter to the Pope 
for ■ brother of, 8 ; teitimonial letti^r 
for a btother of, 38. 143, 360, 401 ; 
fortwoforei™rsof,6l7; W. Melton, 
herttiud teaching of, 35 ; uid of Isaac 
Cusag, 48.<;. 

S. Frideiwydc, church of, icholaxs lake 
image of -S. Peter from a ]Hrish church 
and i>1ace it on high attar uf, 133-4 ■ 
auth;mty of Prior of, resisled, I'Ai'i/. ; 
lilt! Univenity requests that more de- 
votion to her may be ordered througb- 
OBl the proviDte of Canlerbury, 360, 
361 : the patron laint of the Univcr- 

S. Helen, parish of, at Abingdon, 383. 

S. John, church of, in Oxford, 601 ; 
hnipilnl of, 306. 

S. Mary, church of, in Oifoid, the 
mother church of Ibe Univenity. 134 ; 
■ludenti of all nationalities hold Icaatii 
there, iUJ. ; contracts nude in, 
305-7 ; ihall be likewise terminaled 
in, 143; Chancellor'i court held in, 
1431 Latin sermon I at, l.sa; ccuo- 
metnoratlon of founders and bene- 
bictoia in sctoioni at, 190, 956, 
440 ; citation to appear at. JJ4, 318, 
ue aise Citation ; dilapidated state 
of, letter to Bishop of Worcester on, 
417; disputed testamcntiiy dispoti' 
tiou settled at, 437-S; agent ap- 
poiulrd to collect for repair o^ 508 ; 
oak limber for, gisen by the king, 
5>S. 5J7: '«ters soliciling help to 
(cbqild, 531 ; poverty of the Uoi- 
Ycr^ity and of narithioiieis of, obliges 
them Id beg lor, 534, }l<> i to Dr. 
Lichiidd, 531 1 to Hiahop of London, 
531 ; to Archbishop of Canterbury, 
533-4 ; lo Biihop of Ely, 535 ; to 
Bishop of Winchater, 136 j to Bishop 
of Exeter, 537; to Dr. Silkc, 561, 
SW; to Mr. Sherbotne, s.l8 i to 
the Pnor of Llanibony, 366 ; lo 
Kichaid Salter, 569 ; lo George Suan- 
guisahe, 570, 5891 to Bishop of Coven- 
Ity and Ui:hficld,.iijo; to the Prior of 
Mettone, 571 ; to Doctor Boket, 573 ; 
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lo Sir John Bygnell, 574 ; to Doc- 
lui Kalbeke and Thomas Haywode, 
575-6,589: to the Bishop of LlandafT, 
576 ilothe Abbot of GlBstonbury,57gi 
lo the executors of the Bishop otCoven- 
tiy and Uchlield, 579 ; to the Prior 
of Coventry, I'W. ; to John Paschao, 
Canon of Kieter, 5*<o ; to Thomas 
Chaundler, Dean af Hereford, 581 ; 
to Robert Jeffeiy, Archdeacon of 
Hereford, 583: to the Bishop of 
Herelord, 5S3; to the Bishop of 
Rochester, 584; to the Bishop of 
Norwich, 584; to Doctor Bonon, 
itid.\ to the Bishop of Ely, 5S5; 
lo W. Holcombe, 5H7; lo Doctor 
Lee, 5S8 ; to WUliam Mcrtoac, 588 ; 
to Thooiai Reere, 589 ; to the Vicar 
of Taunton, 590; to the Vicar of 11- 
minstcr and othen, 590; to Robert 
Sheffelde, 591 ; to T. Korsler, Arch- 
deacon of S. Paul's, 591 ; lo the 
Bishop of S, David's. J91 ; to the 
Abbot of h'ountalni, iiiiJ. : to the Prior 
of Dereham, 593 ; to the Abbots of 
Evesham, Gloucester, Bury, and 
otheis, .i;99 ; lo the Duke of Bedford, 
for timber for roof of, 601 ; lo Dr. 
W. button. 613; thanks for help of 
Dean of Lichfield and George Strao- 
gniihe, eBij ; progress of building 
described, .^87, 599 ; fifty marhi given 
lo, bv Sir H. Bray, 611 ; rtbuill mainly 
by li'beralily of Doctor Lichfield, 571, 
630: gift of Doctor Knyghlley 10,047 ; 
of vcslments for, by John Someisett, 
313: poverty of parishioners of, 
536; alt solemn acts of the Univer- 
sity held in, 509. jaj, 533, 53S-6, 
SS". 57'. S8', 585; ruinous condi- 
tion of, 531, 534-8, 566, 569, S7I-J, 
599-613- 

.S. Mary, college of, at Winchester, 84. 

S. Mary-hall, at Oxford, 308. 31). 

S. Mary, hospital of, Bishupegate, ser- 
mons at. 434. 440- 

S. Mary Magdalene, ibe bniHing of the 
college of, 443, ite alia Wayiiflcle; 
Doctor Kopcr^ lecluics iu theology 
at, 64X, 660. 

S. Mary Otiery, W. Holcombc, ptt- 
centor of. 587. 

S. Marv Rcdeliffe, at Bristol, the Vicar 
of, cleared of a Ubellons charge, 319. 

S. I'atrick. Sit Dublin. 

S. Paul, London, benefaction to Theo- 
logy school by Dean of, 14 ; Thomas 
Lysurs or Lisurs, Dean of, 18, 176 : 
Tliomas Graont, Precentor of, 397 ; 
Say, Dean ol, 4]ij ; T. f otaiei. 




^l6 im 

Ari:hdeBco>i of, 591 ; sennons at the 

cross in churchyard of. 434, 440. 
S. Peter, the boat of. go, 98, 1147 ; image 

of, carried awaj by icholan from 

parish cbnrch, 134. 
5^. SinioQ and Jade, c(iiiimeiiior9.tiiin of 

Hnmirey, Dokc of Gloncestcr, on 

fcslival of, 1 90. 
S. Stephen, royal chapel of, at West- 

S. Thomas', London, letter to the 
master of, 18; pari^b of, id Oifoid,40. 

Salforde, John, testimonial letlcr (or, J49. 

Salisbury, Dean pnd Chapter of, help 
aikcd of, for Theology school, 15 ; 

fm Cleric, of dJDCeieof, 30 : Robert 
cvill], Bishop of, letter to, b^gbig 
help to restore peace, 116; the 
Earl of, Lord Chancellor, letter to, 
complaining of foreign priests in Ox- 
ford, 311 ; G. Kvnier, Dean of, letter 
to, J14 ; Richard Beanchsmp. Bishop 
of, ite tieauchatnp ; Ricbard Dudley, 
precentor of.lestimonial letter for, 687. 

Sallost, quoted, 494. 

Salter, Richard, help of, aaked for S. 
Mary's Church, 569, 

tiamiMim, Heniy, acquittance of, 338. 

Sandwich, 372. 

Saracens, reaiatance of the Christian 
Church to fury of. 346-7. 

Saundre, W,, guardian of the Winton 
Chest. 63. 

Sawnder^, Thomas, cammissary of 
GeoiEeNcvjl, Chancellor, 319; Doc- 
tor, 683. 

Say, Lord, letter to, Baking his interest 
with the king to obtain books be- 
queathed, 161 i letter to. asking pay- 
ment of a debt of his brother deceased, 
418 ; acquittance of, ibid. ; William, 
proctor, conveys books given by the 
Dnkeof Gloucester, 104 ; waits upon 
the king with a letter, no; conveys 
the second gift of books by the duke, 
131; unpaid debt of.discluugeii, 438. 

Saymur. See Seymour. 

Schawndler. See Chaadler, 

Scheoe. See Shene. 

Scherbome. Sit Sherborne. 

Schism and heresy, suppression of, &e., 
ij. 33. 3S. 9°. "^< 347- •?« "A" 
Orthodoxy, Heresy. 

Scholars, attack ou family of Earl of 
Warwick by, 7 ; poverty of, at Oxford 
compared with other Universities, 73 ; 
poverty the great hindrance of, 71. 
74, 83, 106-7, "39- 'S3, 169. 534. 
596, 664 ; diminished numbers of, 57 ; 
of Benedictine onlere, refute to pay 



obtabiH 



fees of masters lecturing, 76 ; 

Cray for bencfaclora, 88 ; Iea*e ri 
niveisity in great DDmbers, 131 ; of 
Devon and Cornwall, riot caused by, 
1.1)4, W S. Frideswyde; Wclsh.i^i: 
resist Chancellor'a s«atence of us- 
priaonment, 134; hara&fcd by anils 
in non- University coqrts. 145 ; biUs 
and inn; of, deserted in conse<joeDce of 
war, dearth, and poverty, aiid baa 
want of encouragement to leaniiiif;, 
155, 187, set Promotion; attracted 
to Oxfcrd by endowments, 39i'-4; 
Italian, foreign confessors of, 3» ; of 
Benedictine order, the Prior of, II, 
7S ; of order of S. Angustine. the 
Prior of, 331-a i law as to inpriMu- 
menl of, and of servants of, 344-5; ill- 
disposed, always present in the UniTU- 
aity, 365 ; of Benedicline order, docit 
(he Universily, 37; ; cxbibitions to 
poor, by Bishop of Norwich [Walter 
Hart], 390, stt also Exhibition ; may 
not be sued in the Coait of Arehct, 
539, set Suit ; dtiiens enrol] If 
selves as scholars' servants to ol 
tbc privily, 548; anticipated ancn 
of, to rcKoe the Bishop of Batb al 
Wells,.-!:?, 5»", 6'3 ; «>"y makeilw ^ 
own clothes, 596 ; attempt to bnni 
the palace by, apprehended, (>o; ; at- 
tacked on the roads by partisans of 
E. Hampden, 60S; carrier of gcxxla 
and money of, appointed, 611. 61^ ; 
apology for misconduct of, to Bishop 
of Rochester, 65I. 
School, new, of theology, benefaction 

ejmiaed or asked for. 5, 9, 14; 
nedictine older solicited for, 11; 
donation by Archbishop of Canter- 
buiy tor, 32; application to Par- 
liament for help for, 33 ; donation 
by Dean of S. Paul's for, 14 ; aid of 
Dean and Chapter of Saliabory asked 
for, 35 ; also of Dean and Chapter of 
Weill, Exeter, and I .Incoln, a6 : and 
of the Chapter of the Augnsline order, 
26 ; also of the master of S. I'homaa', 
London, 18: of the dtirens of London, 
39 ; letter to the Bishop of Durham 
for help for, 41 ; gill of Bcnedicline 
Chapter for, £> ; salary of superin- 
tendent of the buildingof, 46 ; agite- 
ment with slonemaaon for bnilding 
of, 191 ; funds raised for, by condi- 
tions to graces. 197 ; a suilabje place 
for the library, 244 ; bequest of j;oo 
■ks by Cardinal Beaufort for, a66 ; 

"tors of Gedney solicited to 

ibulc to, 275; BupervUur* erf 



ImiUling of, 304, 311 ; materials for, 
given by E, Kced, 311; G. Kymei 
conlribules to, 334: donalion by the 
Ducbm Qf Suffnlk to, 369 ; executors 
of the Bishop of Bath aad Wells sati- 
citcd for, 377 ; benefaction of Richard 
Mey to, 3841 help asl;ed of Bishop 
of Norwich lor, 390 ; itill remBini 
unfinished, 4^9; letter to Bishop of 
London for, ibid. ; machines for build- 
ing borrowed from W. Waynflete for, 
443 ; tetter to the king (or leave to 
employ workmen for. 446 ; comple- 
tioD of, 571. For schools of Canon 
nnd CiTilLaw, sie Law. 

Schools, the pnest or chaplain of the 
University to make drcoit of all the, 
to ask prayers (or benefactors, SS. 

Science. Ste Arts, Philosophy. 

Scotbow, John, suit of Babyngton v., 
J31- 

Scribe, the, of the University. Su 
Farley, Mannyngham, Biueeys. 

Sciivcnei, W., Icstimonial letter for. 



Scdmorc wSydmore, Kichard, proctor, 

64J-S. 
'Segden, John, gnardian of the old Uni- 
versity Chest, 175. 

Selby, William, proctor, 171. 

Seicr er cellar, Thomas of the, 558,561, 
563- 

Sellone or Celtone, Chest, be<inest to 
the, 17 J. 

Selwode, Wythim in. Set Wytham. 

Seneca, quoted, 1S8 xelt; his estimate 
of learning, 191. 

Scneschall or steward, of the University, 
John Norys, Esquire, of tbe king's 
body-guard, ^]6; duties and salary 
ot, m.l. : o1!ice of, held for Ufe, 317 -. 
deputy, 317, 344: Sir Richard Wide- 
vill, deputy, 4S1 : Edmund Hampden, 
Sll; Sir Reginald Bray, 616; William 
Stonare, 617 : donation lu S. Mary's 
by Sir R. Bray, 6>l ; powers of, de- 
fined by Archbishop Morion, 638 ; 
inllacnce o(, with the king, and ef- 
ficiency of, in o^cc, 674 ; is judge in 
cases of homicide, ibid. 

Sentences, the. 407. 

Sermons, at S. Paul's Cross. S. Mary's, 
Bishopsgale, &c., 434. S« Preacher. 

Sever ar beverc, Henry, guardian of the 
Winton Chest, 138; the kitig's 
chaplain, 1471 Chancellor, 115 ; letter 
by the University lo the Tope in 



pmise of, J13; deputed to receive 
donalion of books from the Duke of 
Gloucester, li";. 119. 
Seymonror Saymur, John, proctor, 316- 

Shaiborght, .testimonial letter for, 

304- 

SbcfFeldc, Robert, asked for belp to re- 
build S. Mary's. S9'. 

Shene, Sbeene.^rSchene, 147, 514, 563. 

Sherborne er Scherbome, Robert, suc- 
cess in life of, 538 ; help asked of, 
538, 541 r 5S41 appointed to receive 
money, 555 ; Richard, executor of 
Biitiap of Lichfietd, invited to help 
rebuild S. Mary's, 379. 

Shideherde. Sit Sbydyherde. 

Shireboum, J., proctor, 15. 

Sbirewode, J., Chancellor of diocese of 
Eielet, 363. 

Shirryntone, Walter, executor of, invited 
to contribute to Theology school, 
276. 

Shydyherde or Shideherde, Street, 307, 

Siike or Sylk, Doctor, munificence of, to 
S. Mary's, 561, 581 ; thanks to, 586. 

Silvius. Sll Aeneas. 

Simeon. Geoffrey, Dean of tbe Chapel 
Royal, 684. 

Simeon, the Bishop of Salisbury com- 
pared to, 457 ; the University com- 
pared to. 6S4. 

Skibow, Robert, prosecutes a slatlone 

Skipii 
550. 

Smytlie, >Mlliam, Bishop of Lincoln, 
lie Lincoln ; William, clerk of tbe 
Hanaper, ^41 ; Dr. Smyth, Doctor 
of Medicbe, S53. 6>8 ; T. Smyth, 
falsely accused of heresy, 416 ; Jobn 
appointed attorney, 311 ■ '■'" '" 



1 citation of. 



376. 

Snetcsham, John, promotion and com- 
mendation of, 174. 

Socrates, 460. 

Solomon, 1 fenry VI compared to, 391 ; 
temple of, and Theology school, 430. 

Solon, 173. 

Somerset, Kdmnnd, Duke oE 166. 

Somcrselt, Somerseth, or Summerset, 

John, assistance to obtain books left 
y Duke of Gloucester asked of, 1C3; 
proposes to give books 10 the Uni- 
versity, 386: urgent letter to, begging 
him to clear his character. i'W,i letter 
of thanks to, for gift of ■ book, 309 ; 
gift ofbookiand vestments by, 313. 
Sorhomc, Robert, proctor, 451. 
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Spktke, Richard, <Kom>n-bedcl, 603. 
Spekyntone, John, proclor, coimnentled 

to Ihe Abbot of Glastonbuiy, 117; 

ocqalltunce af, 3S4. 315 ; citation ol, 

317 ; William, ashed to belp rcboild 

school of Cuioa Law, 543 : lettei 

from. 545. 
Spragolc, Rjcbard, Mayor of Osfbrd, 

308. ju. 
Stafford, the Earl of, letter to. Inviting 

his interference In restore peace, 1 31. 
Slakpoll, Jobn, testimonial Iclter for, 

StallngiuDi, ilteijisl, resisted hj the 
University, 40. 

Stonlay or Stanley, Lord, letter to, re- 
qnesting hia interest with Henry VII, 
499 ; the son of, edncaled at Oxford, 
4^'4 ; character and abilities of. 499. 

Stanley orStuidley, Jobn. office of b«lel 
aiked for, by Prince Arthur, 666. 

Stonoppe, Rnlph, proctor, 4S1. 

Slalioocr, of the Univcraity, loi, aig; 
John Moie, prosecuted, 115 ; goods 
of one deceased apptalaed by, 488 ; 

Thoiuss , joj ; acquittance of 

widow of, 659. 

Sutule. Stt PrivOe^ libniy. Uni- 
versity, Chest, &c. 

Stephens, John, lined for not incepting, 

Stephyn, Doctor , 487. 

Steward. See Senesclialt. 

Stoic philoiiophy and teneti, ^8S, 405, 

Slokes, John, acqnittance of, 371. 

Stokti, John, letter to the Pope for, 39. 

Stonure, William, Lord, Beneschall, 617. 

Slow, Ab;^, inhibition from Arch- 
bishop's Court procured by, 675. 

Stranguis^e, George, asked to help 
rebuild S, Mary's, i^yo ; thanks to, 
589- 

Streets, repair of, 40. 

Student. Sa Scholar. 

titudiuni. Set Arts, Philusophy, Lec- 

Sulfolk. Marquess of, letter to the, 
a,ii9-6o; Duchess of, lelter to ihc, 
conKralulaling her on her letum 10 
England. 303 ; thanks for gift of 
books and money by, 316 | thanks 
for donation to Theology school by, 
,'.6g ; J. de la Pole, senescball, 4S ' ; 
Eif. Pole, the son of, early education 
iif, great desire of the University to 
bavc the education of, and letter to 
Bishop of Salisbury to obtain it, 454. 



Snicide, effecti of a, claimed by the 
king's slmoaer, 661 ; end by the 

University, 664. 

Suits, terminable in University Coan, 
not to be taken elsewhere, 13, 14; 
ruinoua expense of, if so remand, 
:4, 46, 143, 145: letter 10 the king 
and council deprecating this tiolx- 
tion of the privilege, 47 ; case of 
J. Warthyl remitted by Ibc Lord 
Chancellor, 143; in other courts ate 
by malevolent raembcis, 1 45 ; aS 
Mussilwykami Norrejs, i6i~5i letlB 
to Lord Chancellor to have came 
remitted to Oxford. 176; letter to 
the king on suit of Bnry rr. Goncch, 
1931 letter to Lord Chancelloi on 
salt of Skibovr v. More. 1 15 ; igamd 
proctors by graduates in Civil Lav, 
ilS ; of Babygntooe V. Scotbow, 130; 
of Thomas Chapleya. 368; lettei 
to Archbishop of York oa sail ia 
Arches Court, 378-9; of MiehMl 
Coly f. Henry C.irlyle, 403; of 
Gitbett Haydok and Thomas Danen. 
431 ; of William Hye p, John Graiiot, 
444; in Court of Arches a violitm 
of the privilqp, 539; the king re- 
qoires certain oilendets to be tried in 
another court, distress of the Uninx- 
iity thereupon, letter to the Aidi' 
bishop of Canlerbuiy and to the king 
on ihe diFTiculty, 631-1; citation of 
T. Cisson to Arijibishop'i Court, and 
letter lo the Ardibinhop on, 631 ; 
tilalion of Dr. Roper, 648 ; case "of 
;^. Gaunt, 649; disputed cnstody of 
effects of a suicide, 661 ; of John 
Etjcombe, 669; of John Graye,674; 
of Alice Slow, 67s. 6ef a/sa Arches 
Court, and Privilege, 

Suii^mersetl. See Somerset. 

Sumaions. See Citation. 

Snpplicat, for Waiter ITitope, 1 70 ; Jolm 
Tenys, 175. 

Supplicatory letter, 170, 175, 

Sutton, Nicholas, testimonial letter for, 
160; Henry, testimonial letter for, 
388 ; William Sutton, alias Da.llev, 
487 ; Bishop of Durham, Chancellor 
of the Univeraity, 4Sy ; Lucy, a/ini 
Glover, 487. See Dudley. 

Swacn, John, acquittance of, 37J. 

Sydmore or Sedniore. See Scdmore. 

Sylk, See Silke. 

Syraeon cr Simeon, GeoRrey, proctor, 
436, 443. 449' 

Symuud, W., presents letter to the Pope, 

.Synod, letter of the University to Ihe, 
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Wcllis, 144 : John Batbore, 145 ; John 


of. 


Pape, 14S-6-. Robert Fitihugh, 
146; Henry Caldcy. 147; Nicholas 


Syon, Irtlrr to the Abbesi of. Ihanking 


her for &Tonr 10 R. ChcBtic, 79 : the 


Sutton, 160; William ScriTenere, 


Univerdtv compared 10 daogbter of 


16S; Rainond de Lauda, 170, 
172; John Tenys, .7s; Walter 


Sion, iiB. 




Wynal), 176; Thomas Biewi-r, 195; 


Tiilors, regnUlioni of the UniTcrsity 


Stephen RaH, 199; Thomas Kypp-ng, 




199; Thomas Scbrolc. 199; John 
Andcrere, I99; Alexander Robynct, 


Talbot, John, teslimoninl leltct for, 409. 




»o.s; Roger Giryj 308; William 


408 ; nominalioD of, to chontr)', 


Mores, Iti; Thomas ffemys, 311; 


468-9; perniissioQ to teKide during 
three terms in the ytw <U Oifoitf. 


William Askeby, 311; Tohn Slak- 


poll, 311 ; Robert Motford, 311; 
John Kyngston. 314: William Kp- 
wolmetshe, 318; Clement BelmvnR- 
ham, 318; Roger Gray, 318; John 


S. Minr'n, 581, s«7. 


TawatoD or TBimloo, the Vicar of, in- 


vited (0 contribute for S. Maiy's, 


Halywey, it8: Thomas Eboralle, 


590, 


119; Richard Wvld, 3^0; Henry 


Ta.es, the University CKempted from. 


Moorcolc, 139: Richard Pees, 339; 


6+4. 


John Bryrtwyk, J40 ; William Alhon, 


Tcnand, Richard, proctor, 1 13. 


34); Nicholas Gosse, 349; John 




Tiystboipe, 149 : John Salfordc, 349; 
Gilbert Haydok, 350; John Mod- 


for. JB9. 


Tenths, ought not to be collected b; 


drey, 350; Thomas Wnltbam, 351; 


Chancellor, 424 ; letter to the king, 


Richard Ayschelone, 3^7; Geoffrey 


iHJ,; and to the olRciib of the 


Herford. 357; David Carun, j68 ; 


Exchequer, 417 ; and finccnlhs, the 


Denys flfreslone, 3^3; Roger Kyng, 


eieaipllon of ibe Univeraity from, is 


3S4 ; Thomas Wyldgrice. 304 ; ■ 

Sharbnijht, 304 ; John Germjn, 308 ; 


due to Cardinal Morton, 645. 


Tenjs, John, testimouin! letter (or, 17s. 


John Ludlow, 317 ; Thomas Palsall, 


Terence, ijuoled, 38s, 519. 


319; T. Phyppc»,33o; John Morton, 
hi: W. Vown. 3»r John Mer- 
schall,33o: William Wryxham, 34' ! 
WillUm Wa™:, 350: John Bayly, 
351; Hugh ffrannce, 351: William 


Teilimonial letter, for Robert Fyke, 4; 


William Parker, a/(fli Corps, 4; John 
ffbsMis, 6; Richarf Itrimke, 6; 


William Certeyn. 10 ! John Brcnte. 


10; John Lord, 11; JohnTuiry, 18; 


Gyfford, 351; John Godynho, \ifi; 
Waller Kyndoiie. 3£6 1 William Pns- 


J. Croiby, 19; Robert Glowcetur, 


ibid.; John Major, »: form of, aB, 31 ; 


tone, 35;; MnPrekynB,36T; John 


for John Clerk, 30; Henrj Cheret, 


Chyrme, 367 ; Gonsalvo, a frfar, 369 ; 
William Baret. 373; WillUm Wyk- 
wyl'. 38s i John Hedon, 383 ; Wil- 


37! Roeer Downe, 38; Michael 
Tregour, 39! Michael TreBonc, and 
John Tenys, 175; Richard Cheitre, 
So; Philipp Norreys, 64; or Morres, 
114: WiliUm Carelake, 89: John 


liam Kyng. 3SH ; Henry Sutton, 3X8 : 
Thomas Tei.tcdon. 389 ; William 


Rawlyns. 398: William More. igS; 


Tiegnmui, yj ; Morgan Wynter, 91 ; 


Isaac Cusag, 401 ; Peter ffranco. 


Prter Provost, 91 ; Vincent Clement, 


404; John Acheley, 406; (kinsalvo 
Rosa, 407 ; John TByloQr,4o8 ; John 


«a; WllliuD Dowsm, 93; Benedict 
Burgh, 91 : Thomas Colas, 93 ; 


Talbote, 409; Richaid Hakforlh. 


Robert Gitnewode, 93; Richard 


411; ThomasVongr.413: T.Smyth, 


Cnuntone, 93; John Croxby, 93; 


416 ; Edwatd Underwood, 41B ; Wil- 


Thomas Lnddelowe, 93 ; John PygE, 
93 1 Thomas Long, 99 ; Thcobal.1 


liam Wryham, 419; Waller HarTnrd, 
4»o; Maurice Raimoo. 411 ; Martin 


Joyce, 431 ; Michael Lambaid, 433 ; 
Dionysins Cammayn, 434; Henry 
Roestock, 45> ; iMypX. 4S9 ; 

John Foster, 437; Richard Arcbe- 
bold, 463; PhiUpp Potsam. 470; 


100; John Kyng, 113; Thomas 


GaKoigne, ij8, 137; Robert Bencl, 


136; John Borstal, 137 : John More- 


ton, 143: John Barwyle, I43 ; 
GeoffTtj Hrrfonl, 143; Gilbert Rus- 


John Portyng-le, ^73;Johll Wytle- 
fyld, 473 ; jbhu Ilourton, 475; S. 


sell, 1431 Thomas Brewer ami John 



Embroock, 533 ; Pedro fTcnuniJi, 
567 ; MiehMl de Germanis, jjS ; 

Peter Mflrshnll, 56S ; Alphonu 

and Lupus de Goues, 617 j Chris- 
topher Rolhrad, 657 ; Richsrd 
Dudley, 687. 

Theology, the faculty of, University 
College foucded for the study of, an ; 
introduced ta Oxford by the Beoedic- 
tice order. 375 ; cesideuce of chantry- 
priest allowed at Oiford to lecture 
in, 469, 473 ; free lectores in, founded 
by Edward IV, 478 ; wonderful in- 
crease in sindcnU of. Hid. ; eiercisea 
for degree of Doctor in, 558 ; Icctore 
in, founded by Queen Margaiel, 645 ; 
E. Wylford invited to accept the 
lectni^hip, 645 ; letter of tlianlcs to 
Qneeu Margaret for foundation, 646 ; 
lectDTES in, at Magdalen College, by 
Dr. Roper, 648 ; office of lecturer in, 
offered to the Prior of Christ Church, 
Caoterbury, G50 ; Dr. Roper accepts 
Queen Maigoret's lECCureahip in, 660. 

Theology School. See Schooi. 

Tlicssaly, J04. 

Thomas, S. Sa S. Thomas. 

Thoma* ' of the seler.' Sa CelUier, 

ThomlynsoD. Richard, 48 8. 

Thome, John, Abbot of Reading, 56;. 

Thoinlone, R., agent at York for pro- 
motion of graduates, 170. 

Thorpe, John, proctor, j6B ; gift of 401. 
to the University by, 516. 

Thrope, Walter, 170. 

Thvfales, Thomas, Prior of the Augus- 
tine bouse at Oxford, ,s6l. 

Tibnrd, William, proctor, 68. 

Tilbury, West Sm Westyllebary. 

Tiploft, J., Earl of Worcester, 354 nsie ; 
gift of books to the library by, 391. 
See Books, Library. 

Tithe, heretical opinions of W. Russell 

Tolnetum, ill^al, resisted, 40. 

Toly, William, execntor of Cardinal 
Beaufort, l66. 

Town. See Oxford city. 

Tovrae, William, dtation of, 31B; lesti- 
monial letter for, 317. 

Trefgore, Tregour, iw Tregorre, Michael, 
44; testimonial letter lor, 59, 175. 

TrcgiuaD, John, testimonial letter for, 9]. 

Trt-gnrry, Michael, testimonial IcKer 
[or, 113. 

Trinity, Cbapel of the Holy, outside the 
East gale, 505 ; alienation of, and re- 
covery sought by the order of the 
Holy Trinity for the redemption of 
captives, iiiti. 



Trojans, 104. 

Trystiopp, Ttistrope, er Trystbon^f 

John, proctor, 139; sent to receive Ue 

donation of the Benedictine order, 141 ; 

defended by the University against 1 

slander, 343 ; testimonial tetm lot. 

349. 
Tuily, Denys, heretical teaching of. a 
Turry, John, testimonial letter for, t&jl 
Tylor, Stephen, librarian of the 0" 

versity, acqnittance of, 36S. 
Tynchewyke, Tyngewylse, crTenchw] 

Inn, lease of. to All Souls Collq 

399, 3«i. 378, 386. 

Uliihon. Set Lisbon. 

Under-aleward Prdeputy Seneschall. Su 
Senesehall. 

Underwod, Edward, testimonial letlei 
for, 418. 

University, of Oxford, founded by the 
order of S. Benedict, ai, 6a; pre- 
servation of peace in, I a ; propoied 
Theology school in, 5 ; conrienint 
heresy of W. Rnisell, If; recom- 
mends gradnatcs seeking help, ig; 
slandered by adversaries. 11, 48; 
condemns heresy of W. Meltoo, 3; ; 
pnvileges of, necessary for stady ia, 
~;3, 48,j'Cf Privilege; sniti ofnKmbeit 



of, 






the 



„', ICC Suit ; deove of, ta 
I oflicers against the dtj>, 
40; right of, to imprison eriminali, 48; 
decay of, from invasion of piivilei^ 
56 ; thanks the Duke of GloDcestcr, 
61 i reforms in, retjuired by the Doke 
of Gloucester, postponed, 64 { debt of, 
65; debt to, J76; orthodoxy of, 15-i^ 
i'. 35. 41. 5'. 73. 7^. 9°- 16/. "69. 
337i ^^ Heresy; foundatioD ofdmtt 
in, 66, 70, «e Chichel^, Exeta-, 
Feen, Vaughan, Chest; invilod to 
send representatives to the Council of 
Itisle. 731 learned men abound In, 
I'h'ii.; poverty of, J« Scholars, Promo- 
lion ; priest or chaplain of, scd Chmp- 
lain; books and money given to, ite 
Gloucester, Kempe, Chicheley, Lich- 
field, and Bencfnclors, Chest. Library; 
attacked by unnatural sons, 9(1 ; 
Statute for defence of privili^ of^ 
108-10; disturbed by bacnelors uinrp- 
ing title of Master, 115-37: lettei 
to the king and others on the lament- 
abte stale of, from iosubordiiuitlaa, 
■iii-33: exhibitions in, itt ExhiU- 
tions : money of, entrusted, and nc 
Stored, 140, 14S: malevolent memben J 
of, b.irass poor scholars by snJI 



other C0UI13, 145: lettei ol, to Duke 
of GloucCTter, on great need of 
money and books, 151 ; lacki neces- 
«aiy money and drcH to alien d 
Council of lUilc, 153 ; deserted slate 
of, lii4-,i> : derendiP.NoTTejFaagBinsl 
W. Muisilwyk, i6t ; tetter of, to the 
king, 161 ; mspends the house of 
the A nguBline friars, 163: deprives 
W. Muuilwyk of Doctor' & robci, iHJ. : 
letters to the Doke of Gloucester on 
foregoing sabject, 161, 165-6; also to 
the Bishop of Winchester and 



1 77 ; indctilnre of receipt of the books 
with their names, 179-83; decay of, 
from lack ofencuurageinent to learning 
and promotion of enduateB, 153, 16S, 
1S6. 361, J» Promotion; the chaplain 
of the. 190; resignation of Chancellor 
o^ and necessity of the office, 17J ; 
commemoration of tlnmfrey, Duke 
of (jloncesler, by, 190 ; leven more 
volumes given to, by the Duke of 
Gloucester, 197 ; Statutes for library 
ot 1S7 ; agreement between a stone- 
mason and, 191 ; gift of oine volumes 
to, by the Duke of Gionccster, 304 ; 
congyatulatlon of Baron Gulenslein 
by, 194; commends £, Kirtoo to the 
Pope, 195 ; commends several masters 
of the order to the Benedictine 
Chapter, 199 ; coroniends Richard 
Pylton to the Pope, aoo; peace of, 
restored by the king, loS; ancient 
customary fees of, to mastera lectur- 
ing refused by grammar masters, no ; 
praise of Duke of Gloucester by, 



137, 940; ordini 



. of, fur 



Kxcler Chest, JO5 
of, 111; commends R. Beauchamp 
lo the Pope, 113; stationer of, pro- 
secuted, sft Privilege ; will indemnify 
the proctors for eipenses in a suit, a i S ; 
criDts pension lo bedel, 114 ; gift to 
Ebrary by a grocer of London, iii ; 
Ictteri by, to Earl of Northumberland 
and others on gift of advowson of Am- 
dilfe, 319-)] ; commends H. Sever to 
the Pom. 113 ; letter of, to Frederick, 
king of the Roicani, 116 ; exaction of 
excessive fees on |>rBdualian repressed 
by, J30; gift of 13s more volumes to, 
by tbe Duke of Gloucester, with 
indenture of their namel, 131*7 : 
congratulates the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury on bis ekJfction, J3N ; public 
defence of the proctor by, 143, 146 : 
pnise of T. Gaacoigne by, )47--8 ; 
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tetters of, to the king and others, lo 
obtain possession of books bequeathed 
by the Duke of Gloucester, i« U brary. 
Books ; commemoration of Cardinal 
Beaufort by, 366-S ; special agents in 
diocese of Coventry and Ijchfield 
appointed by, 171 ; commends W. 
^byngtone to the Pope. 171 ; asks 
alms of executors, sie Eiecntor; gift 
of books lo, by R. Broun, aJiai 
Cordone, 179 : letters of, to Arch- 
bishop of York, both Hotisrs of 
Parliament, and others, deprecating 
the threatened ' resumption ' of en- 
dowments, 387-03 ; foundation and 
object of, 393 ; loyally of, 301 ; in- 
dentures by, lit Indenture; pride of, 
in her itlastrlous sons, 300, 387 ; core- 
fiiloess of, in conunendation, 310 ; 
appointment of attorney by, 311: 
commends W. Moreton. 310 ; gift of 
vestments and books lo, 31J ; ap- 
points seneschall, 3t6; spiritnat 
Biwers of, 318, 449 J64, 567, sa S, 
ory's; clears the character of the 
Vicar of S. Mary Redcliffe, 3r9 ; asks 
for material to build Theology school, 
311 ; complains lo the Lord Chan- 
cellor of foreign priests shriving peni- 
tents in Oxford, 331 ; commends W. 
Westcaic to the Pope, 331 ; resists 
Ihe interference of the king and of 
the queen in the election of a hedel, 
334. 336. '" •*«'«' ; l««er of, 10 tbe 
Archbishop of Canterbury, on here- 
tical opinions of R. Pecok, 337, 
lee Heresy; title of 'defender' ol, 
offered lo Prince Edward, 339; in- 
denture to determine memtiership of 
the privilege, 343, let alio Privilege; 
patronage of, by Edward I II. 348 ; and 
other kings &om Allred downwards, 
ibid.; lettersoflhaoksto theking by, 
348-50 ; agent appointed by, to collect 
books. Sec, 358 ; prayer lo S. Frides- 
wyde recommended by, as a cure foi 
decoying condition of, 359-60 ; letter 
to Archbishop of Canterbury and 
synod by, 359; cannot afford lo send 
a depntntion, 363-4; disgraced by 
ill-disposed members, 3G5 ; low ebb 
of fortunes of, and persecution of, by 
the town, 366; tellers of, to G.Nevyf, 
Bishop of Exeter, 364-6 ; motley owed 
lo, by the Bishop of Chichester, 368 ; 
librarian of, 3G8 ; defends tbe Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, 370; presentalioo 



Iiles Heaiy VI oa rt^avery of the 
tbroriE, 391 ; letters of thanks &oni, to 
T. Uraunt itid R. Mey, 381, 384; 
Canii ot obtain the books beqUHLthed by 
the Esrl of Worccslcr, 389-90 ; con- 
gratnUtes Edward IV on hi» victoKes, 
395 ; and thanks him for his promises, 
396, 400; books of Wiclif and Pecok 
buintby,4i3; praises the valoai and 
leal for the faith of Edward IV, 41 1 ; 
entreats the king to defend T. Smyth, 
accused of hetesy, 4I5 ; bcgi Chat the 
Chancellor may not be compelled lo 
collect tenths, 414-17: requests help 
of the Bishop of London (Thomas 
Kempc) for the ITieoIogy school, 
439; Statute for commemoration of 
J. and T. Kempt by, 433-4i 437r 
439 ; receives donatioa from Bi^op 
of LoodoD, 435-6 ; indenture of agrce- 
ment between Thomu Kempe dhd, 
439 ; confers degrees on Peter Coatt- 
ney, 441-a ; borrows machines (for 
building) of W. Waynflete, 441-3 ; 
and workmen of the king,445; appoints 
deputy steward, 451 ; revival of sCadies 
in, under Edward IV, 455, 467, 47S ; 
confers degrees on LiontS Widville, 
44S: letter of, to the Bishop of 
Salisbury, begging Co be entrusted 
with the education of E. Pole, 453. 
457, 461 ; letter of, lo Edward IV, 10 
the same purpose, comparing the 
University to the chosen people of 
God, 455, 478 ; low ebb of learning 
10,460; confers degrees on [T. Boui- 
chier] Archbishop of Canterbury, 460; 
members of other Universities iiieor- 
porated in, 431, 443, itt Incorpora. 
tion ; nomination to chantry by, 468; 
the chantry priest may reside in Oxford 
to lecture, 469, 473; public ex- 
culpation of executors hy. 473 ; re- 
spect of, for learning in those of high 
Hrth, 448, 453 ; degenerate sons of, 
485 ; congratulates Richard 111 on 
his vlctoiici, 4^9 ; and praises bis 
piety and viitae, 495 ; Richard HI 
m person attends disputations at, 4S9 ; 
peace of, continually disturbed by 
violation of privilege, 491, set Privi- 
lege; intercries with Richard III for 
the Bishop of Ely [John Morton], 
493; justitict the banishment of Agnes 
Welden, 486 ; conEratulates the Earl 
of Oxford on his marvelloos escapes 
and return, 498 ; letter of, to Lord 
Stanlay. 499; congratulates Henry 
Vll on his victory, clemency, and 
learning, 500 ; defends s bedcl accused 



of treason, ^03; letter to, from tbc 
Superior of the Order of the Holj 
Truiily for the redemption o( cap- 
tives, fOji, le* Trinity ; letter trvt 
Henry VII to, asking dispensitiiM . 
with residence for H. Erie, usher of. 
Eton School, £07 ; appoints agent M 1 
collect for S. Mary's. 508 ; bcsiocs 1 
of, conducted at S. Mary's. ittJ. ; ' 
deadly pestilence at, ddiI flight 0(1 
clerks from, 50S-9, 66» ; presence it 
the Chan eel [or greatly desired by, 510- 
II ; required by the king to deliver 
up the Bishop of Bath and VVell^, 
letters from the king on this mbjecti. 
5>3. S'^'7- 5" i P™' dilemma of, 
letterof, totheking,;i7 : IelleisDf,tB' 
Bishops of Lincoln, Winchester, 1 
Ely, asking their inlercessioa, 51 
the Bishop of Bath and Wells taken I7 
the seueschall, 51 1 ; thanks the kinf 
for gift of limber for S, Mary's, 515 f 
apology of, for improper letter sat 
to the king, 536; requests the gooi, 
offices of the Bishop of Lincoln, ss~ ' 
letters of, asking for help to le^ 
S. Mary's Church, 417, 531 w., 
S. Mary's ; poverty of, from drnun 
tion of fees, few persons of rink nc 
gtadaating, ^34 ; imprisotmieiit f 
violation of privilege of, 540: go 
firmation of privilege of, IM PrivOcEei 
gratitude of; for gift of books, 54^] 
members of, warned not to take part a 
quarrel about election of Mayor, 548;' 
cltiiens enrolled as scholars serrasta 
to obtain the privilege of, Hid. ; as- 
consciously offends Di. Hoody and the 
Bishop of Wmchester, 533; mediatlaB 
of Dr. Filijames reqoesled by, iUtCi, 

Juts appointed by, 10 rec«Te beqneA 
Hugh Feen, 555 : request* paW9: 
from the Pope to confer minor otden- 
and giant licence to preach, 564, ^( 
impnsonmeut of the Prior and w 
Prior of the Augustinel by, and lett 
from and to the king on the subject 
hy, 558, 5^', 563 ; Iciter from Hennr 
Vll to, asking for the place of bedd 
for his nominee, 603 ; apology to the 
king for inaubotdinale members, and 
repndiation of slanderoui accnsatioa 
of, 605 ; letters of, to the Archbishop 1 
of Canterbury ami to the Bishop oir 
Lincoln on same snbjcct, 606-7 '• leKe* 
of, to the king, complaining of the vio- 
lence of E. lUmpden,6o7 ; letter of the 
king to, on same subject, 609 ; curitr 
of scholars' effects appointed by, 6tt [,. 
cannot obtain bequest of Hugh Feeo, 



6l3 ; rengnation of CtuuiceUor, GiS ; 
the king desires to nomiDBte successor, 
tbe University elects without waiting, 
631; appointment of seneschall by, 
616; and powers of that office defined. 
638 ; pleasure of, at receiring the sons 
ofthe Maiqnessof DoiieI,6]0 ; liber- 
ality to, oi Hie R. Bray, la S, Mary's ; 
3)points commissioners to A<Iniini3tei 
Iuncetlot'sojith,6i7 ; dispenses with 
oath of Chancellor, 019 ; difficolty of, 
ai to election of bedel, 64a ; defends 
cause ofT. Cisson.Gjg ; gratitode o^ 
for relief trom laxation, 644, 645, 
set Tenths, Exchequei ; dlletniDa of, 
as to demand of the king for tiial 
of oflendeis in a. non-UDiveriit]' 
Cooit, 631, JM Suit; recovery of 
money for, by Dr. W. Ware ham, 613, 
(■3^ ; gratitude of, for the foundation 
of tecinte by Queen Mnrgaiet, 646 ; 
gifts to, by Dr. Knyehtley, 647; 
appeal of, to the Archbi^op of Can- 
terbury tor Dr. Kopec, la Suit; 
deprecates interferaice of Sir K. Har- 
coBtt, 649 ; offers chair of theology 
to the Prior of Christ Church, Can- 
terbury, 6fo; apology of, for certain 
iUH:ondncied scholars, to the Itishop 
of Rochester, 6511 donation to, of 
John Brcteyn, 653 ; defends the action 
of the proctor in punishing a prostitute, 
and letter lo Queen Margaret on the 
snbject, G53 ; elects Bishop of Lincoln 
Cbaneellor, inVe Archbishop of Can- 
terbory, deceased, 6S4 i carrier ap- 
pointol by, 657 ; claims the etfects 
of a soidde, 661, 664; offeis chiur 
of Civil Law to Dr. Bamys, 658; 
letter of, to Queen Margaret on good 
dTedsof her foundation, 659-60 ; and 
appointment of leclorer by, 65()-6o, 
679 ; terrible mortality from pe^ttilence 
in, 661 ; the king, the queen, Prince 
Aitbar, and Qocen Margaret ask for 
tike place of bedel for their candidates, 
the Queen Margaret's candidate chosen 
In', 665-8; and anger of the Bishop 
of Uncoln thereupon, 668, 670 ; 
ibanks the king foe measures taken to 
suppreit violent (umulls in the Uni- 
versity, 67J ; the privilege of, threat- 
ened by the suits of John Graye and 



Alio 



Sto> 



r !iuit; 



with Master Gami 
in regard to election of bedel, 677 ; 
tetter of thanks to the king for his 
proposed benefaction, 6B0 ; and to 
the Bishop of Rochester on the same 
subject, 681 : alsotothe Dean of the 



Chapel Royal and the king's almoner. 
684; letter of, to the Bishop of 
Rochester, on the sanguinaiy conflicts 
which threaten the destruction of the 
University, 605-6. 

Universities, foreign. See Bononia, 
Caen, Coidova, Genoa, Padua, Parii. 

University College, R. Pytton, Master 
of, 300 ; the oldest foundation, the 
' elder daughtet ' of the University, 
110,131; advowson of Amcliffegiven 
to, ilg-31 ; poverty of, from cipense 
ofrcpairingmhioiis buildings of, i6id. ; 
fotmded solely for the study f theology, 
itiii.; litoation of, 601. 

Unino, Cardinal, R. Bulkeley com- 
mended to, 44. 

Vare or Vore, Elyas, letter to the Pope 

for, 8. 
Vaaghan and Husy Chest, 67. 
Vesey, John, 516. 
Vesperies, in Canon and Civil Law. 

7'- 
Vcitments, presented to the Univmity 

by J, Somerset, 313. 
Vice-chancellor, 193, 371. Stt Com- 



3SO. 
Walbore, Thomas, Chancellor of S. 

Stephen's Chapel in Westminster 

Palace, 3 06. 
Walkynglone, Thomas, proctor, iij. 
Wallere, Richard, eiecntor of Cardinal 

Beautort, 36A. 
Waltbam or Walleham, Abbey, money 

for the Keen Chest detained by a re- 

UHonsof, 614. 
WoUham, Thomas, lesliraonial letter 

for, 151. 
Waieham er Waram, William, agent to 

receive Keen bequest, 555 ; great 

interest of, in affairs of the University, 

608,613,615; efforts of.to rehabilitate 

the University Chest, 638. Sii Wal- 

iham ami Keen. 
Waithyll, John, a debtor remitted by 

the Lord Chancellor to the Cbancef- 

lor'i Court at Oxford, 143, 
Warwick, Earl of, attack by ichalan 
the family of, and apology of the 
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the peace, : 13 ; Ela, CoDDlna of, ber 

dieit. 1D5. 
Wucogb, , ihe Icing's choplain, «d- 

mhted to Ihe UoireniiyBt there<jiiest 

of [he king, 147. 
Wynflcle. William. Provost of Eton 

College, letter to, 158 ; Bishop of 

Wincbeatet, thimlo to, for bis loterest. 

&c.. 431 ; letter to, asking (or the 

loim of tbe machines used far building 

Mogdalene College. 443, 446, 
Welden. Agnes, wife of Richard, an 

InbmoDS woman, banished, 4S6. 
Wellis, John, 144. 
Welis, j« Batb, letter from W. Spekyng- 

lone at, 54s. 
WeUb, achoTan, are 

DQSofe at Oxford, 
West, John, 175. 
Westcaic, William, Prior of Moltefont, 

letter to ibe Pope for, 331. 
WestebBiy, Maurice, employed by Queen 

Margaret to teach young gentlemen, 

dispensalion for, b\\. 
Wettminster, S, Stephen's Chapel at, 

306; icceptor's oatb adminlstcied at, 

40a ; letter of Henry VII at, 603. 
Weityllebnry (We»t Ttlbury), Simon, 

Rector of, 3. 
Wetherell, John, proctot, 600, or 

Welhere, 6qi, 610. 
Whethampateiie, John, Abbot of S. 

Alban's, acquittance of, 51 ; gift of 

his books GroBariuM and Prvpiit- 

arium to the library, 373. 
Whitley, William, Bgent to colled 

books, &c,dae to the University, 35S. 
Whytynton, John, letter to execntois 

of, solidllDg alms, 14. 
WicUf.boolci of, burnt by the University. 

4'3. 
WIdewill. Widvil, er Wydevyl, Lionel. 

Dean of Kxetcr, eittaordinary riie in 

life of, 44S ; degree! conferred on, 

ibid. ; CnJancellor of the University, 

451, see Chancellor; Sir Richard, 

depnty seneschall, 451. 
William-hall, lease of, to the Vicar of 

UBey, 60a. 
Wimborne, G. Kymer, Dein of, I lA. 
Wincheiier, Heoij, Canlinal Bishop 

of, letlere to, in defence of the privi- 

l^e, &c., 14. 57, 109, 1 Ji 1 letter to, 

complaining of malicious misrcprc- 



faelp to obtain booki bequeal 
Heniy V, i.w; letter lo, stating the 
case of fiiar Mussilwyk, and ' 
core his tabmission, 163 ; bei] 
lo new Theology school, 36C 



memoration of, and of 
and distribution of effects 
William [Waynflete], Bishop fir, 
to. asking his mediation in • law suit,' 
4JI ; college of S. Maiy Magdateni 
boilt by, 443 ; bailding- machinw 
borrowed from, ibij. ; assinaace <£, 
asked for S. Maiy"^ 536 ; Vela 
[Conrtney], Bishop of, respect ami 
obedience of the University 10, jjt; 
offence unwittingly given lo, ■■53; 
Richard [Foi], Bishop of. letter 10, 
asking lus inleieit with the Vinf, 
6E3 ; letter to, txseechirig his help to 
suppress sanguinary riota at Oxfiuil, 
685-6; college of S. Mary at, 84: 
chest of, sit Winton ; Archdeacoi of, 
166. 

Windsor, chantry ' infn Casliniii ' 
fonnded by Edward IV at, 469, 479, 
490, isoj, 506-7: letter of QneeB 
Margaret at, 614; letter from Henry 
VII at. 620. 

Windsor, Walter, proctor, 318-9. 

Winlon Cheat, 63, 138. 

Wobum. letter from the Bishop of Lia- 
cohiat, SI 3. 



Wodcll, John, fraudulent sale 

of Holy Trinity by. 505. 
Wodynglone, Thomas, agent to receive 

the Feen bequest, 555. 
Wood, Antony. 74 nelt. 
Woodstock er wodestoke, letter &D01 

Henry VII at, 618. 
Worcester, Bishoprick of, 99, toa, 417, 

i« Bourchier, Caipenler ; J. Ttploft, 

Earl of. bequest of books by, 3S9. 
Wottone, Richard, suit of, 649 ; bedel. 

667-8, 670. 
Wranguich, Robeit, executor, excnl- 

pated, 47a. 
Wryght, John, imprisoned foi riolalion 

of privilege, S39-40- 
Wryham, William, testimonial letter 

for, 419, 
Wrytc, Robert, bedell, impritoned, 350, 

465-6. 
Wryiham, William, lesDmooial letts 

for, 341. 
Wyche. Sit Hutch. 
Wygrym, John, proctor, 38-9. 
Wykwyk, William, testimonial letter 

for, 385. 
Wykya or Wyks, Rohert, proctor, 586, 

593. S97- 
Wyld, Richard, testimonUI letter for, 

)3o. 
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Wyldgrice, Thomas, testimonial letter 
for. 304, 

Wvlford, Edmondy Queen Margaret*s 
lectureship offered to, 645. 

Wylley, John, proctor, 176, 191. 

Wyllkok, Thomas, acqaittance of, 69. 

Wylloughby or WiUogby, Edward, 
chaplain of Henry VII, messenger 
from the king to fetch the Bishop 
of Bath and Wells, 514, 516, 522 ; 
reports well of the University, 522. 

Wyltone, Stephen, Archdeacon of Win- 
chester, executor of Cardinal Beaufort, 
366. 

Wynall, Walter, testimonial letter for, 
176. 

Wynchecombe, Richard, superintendent 
of building of Theology school, 46, 58 . 

Wyndesore. See Win£or. 

Wynter, Morgan, testimonial letter for, 
92. 

Wytham, in Selwode, Richard, Prior of, 
executor of Cardinal Beaufort*s will, 
266 ; master of the Carthusian order, 
iHd, ; William, executor of will of 
John Lord, 275. 

Wytheke, Thomas, 308, 312. 

Wyttefyld, John, testimonial letter for, 

473. 

York, four agents sent to, to further 
the promotion of graduates, 1 70. 



York, John [Kempe], Archbishop of* 
letter to, asking his aid to restore 
peace in the University, 1 20 ; fragment 
of letter to, 124; letter to, asking 
favourable treatment in the matter of 
the advowson of Amcliffe, 219-20 ; 
fragment of letter to, 262 ; executor 
of the will of Cardinal Beaufort, 266 ; 
letter to, deprecating the resumption 
of lands, 287, see Endowment ; 
[George Nevyl], Archbishop of, letter 
to, on threatened violation 01 the privi- 
lege, 378 ; letter to, for Thomas Danet, 
379; another to, on the privilege 
and other matters, 383; letter to, 
asking his assistance to obtain books 
bequeathed by the Earl of Worcester, 
389. See Tiptoft. 

— Dean and Chapter of, letter to, 
pleading the poverty of University 
College, 221. 

Younge, Yonge, or Yong, John, proctor, 
31^20; 'nioma^ testimonial letter 
for, 413. 

Yve, William, nominated rector of Ap- 
pleby, 371. 

Zealand, title of the Duke of Gloucester, 

as Count of, 35. 
Zebedee, example of mother of children 

of, 18, III, 118. 
Zeno, the Emperor, 673. 
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